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A 'Dispirited Decade'
Ten years later there is only one
consolation, one small, odd consolation. Had Oswald missed, the subsequent decade would have been just
about as despiriting as It was anyway.
Two things made this a harrowing
decade, the war and racial conflict.
In his short tenure President Kennedy made the decisive decisions that
were to determine the course of the
war. And there was precious little he
could have done to alter the course
that race relations took between 1969
and 1988.
President Kennedy made the decision to send armed American men
in uniform to Asia authorized to get
shot at and to shoot back. He and his
advisers were involved in the events
that culminated In the murder of
South Vietnam's President Diem.
When you connive at the forcible overthrow of an ally's government, and
influence the selection of its replacement, you are, like It or not, treaty or
no, deeply committed to keeping that
ally afloat.
Some of his former aides suggest
that at some unspecified moment, for
some unspecified reason, President
Kennedy would have reversed his
consistent policy and would have settled in Vietnam in some unspecified
way, on some unspecified terms. This
is hard to credit.
President Kennedy- was an early be' liever in the "domino theory" and in
ps the use of counterinsurgency warfare
techniques to keep the lead domino upright. The principal advisers President Johnson relied on regarding Vietnam—McGeorge Bundy, Walt Rostow,
Dean Rusk, Robert McNamara, Max-
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well Taylor—were brought to poWer
by President Kennedy, who would
have continued to rely on them.
These men, like the two Presidents
they honorably served, were bewildered by a truly bewildering phenomenon—a limited war that required
more than just the restrained but otherwise conventional use of conventional forces. Reading—or perhaps
misleading; at any rate, misapplying
—a "lesson" of the second world war,
these men shared a misplaced faith
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