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"B
ecause of possible reprisals from

 the 
F

B
I," h

e said
 "T

h
o
u
g
h
 I'm

 w
o
rried

 
ab

o
u
t th

at less n
o
w

 th
an

 I w
as w

h
en

 
H

oover w
as the director:" 

T
h
e in

fo
rm

al testim
o
n
y
 o

f Ju
d
g
e 

actin
g
 alo

n
e, assassin

ated
 P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy and that nightclub ow
ner Jack 

R
u
b
y
, actin

g
 alo

n
e, k

illed
 O

sw
ald

 tw
o
 

days later in the D
allas police station. 

A
n

d
 Ju

d
g

e G
riffin

's reaso
n

s fo
r re- 

m
ak

e it p
o
ssib

le fo
r a co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

co
m

m
ittee to

 ask
 q

u
estio

n
s th

at h
av

e 
answ

ers. T
hey can subpoena D

allas po-
licem

en as w
ell as key figures like M

a-
rina O

sw
ald; they can subpoena the files 

g
 

.1,
 	

1
1

: 	
 

I. A
 W

A
R

R
E

N
 C

O
M

M
ISSIO

N
 M

E
M

B
E

R
 

C
A

LLS TO
 R

EO
PEN

 TH
E C

A
SE 

A
t in

n
a

lA
,:t tin

e
 o

f th
e

 m
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f th

e
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 C
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A
t long last, one of the m

em
bers of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission is w
illing to stand 

up and say he thinks the tim
e has com

e 

to
 reo

p
en

 an
 o

fficial in
q
u
iry

 in
to

 th
e 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t Jo

h
n
 F

. 

K
ennedy. 
T

h
e m

an
 is B

u
rt W

. G
riffin

, n
o
w

 a 

ju
d
g
e o

n
 th

e state trial b
en

ch
 in

 C
lev

e-
lan

d
, O

h
io

. "T
h
e case o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e re-

opened," he says. "It's still an im
portant 

p
u
b
lic • issu

e. It's n
o
t at all clear to

 m
e 

h
o
w

 to
 ap

p
ro

ach
 it. B

u
t th

e p
u
b
lic is 

co
n
cern

ed
 an

d
 it's all tied

 in
 w

ith
 ev

-
ery

th
in

g
 th

at's b
een

 h
ap

p
en

in
g
 in

 o
u
r 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t fo
r th

e p
ast ten

 y
ears." 

W
h
at's b

een
 h

ap
p
en

in
g
 is a tren

d
 

to
w

ard
 "B

ig
 B

ro
th

er g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 

the im
plicit threat this represents to the 

freed
o
m

 o
f th

e p
eo

p
le," say

s S
en

ato
r 

F
ran

k
 C

h
u
rch

, w
h
o
 h

ead
s a co

n
g
res-

sio
n
al co

m
m

ittee ab
o
u
t to

 p
lu

n
g
e in

to
 

an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e en

tire U
.S

. in
 

telligence com
m

unity. 
Judge G

riffin's  forthright stand—
the 

first tim
e an

y
 m

em
b
er o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission has dared suggest the com

-

m
issio

n
 d

id
n
't g

et all th
e an

sw
ers -

sh
o
u
ld

 co
m

e as n
o
 su

rp
rise to

 th
e m

a-
jo

rity
 o

f A
m

erican
s w

h
o
, as early

 as 

1
9
6
6
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 a G
allu

p
 p

o
ll, d

id
 

not accept the conclusions 	
th

e W
ar- 

ren
 R

ep
o
rt: th

at L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
, 

R
o
b
ert B

la
ir K

a
iser w

ro
te 

"R
.F

.K
. 

M
ust D

ie," a
fter seven

 m
o
n
th

s o
f in

ter-
view

s w
ith

 S
irh

a
n
 S

irh
a
n
 in

 th
e L

.A
. 

C
ounty Jail. K

aiser, form
erly a foreign 

co
rresp

o
n
d
en

t fo
r T

im
e 

m
a
g
a
zin

e, is 
n
o
w

 a
 freela

n
ce livin

g
 in

 C
a
lifo

rn
ia

. 

actin
g
 alo

n
e, assassin

ated
 P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy and that nightclub ow
ner Jack 

R
u
b
y
, actin

g
 alo

n
e, k

illed
 O

sw
ald

 tw
o
 

days later in theD
allas police station. 

A
n
d
 Ju

d
g
e G

riffin
's reaso

n
s fo

r re-
opening the case should com

e as no sur-
p
rise to

 lo
n
g
tim

e critics o
f th

e W
arren

 
R

ep
o
rt. S

ay
s Ju

d
g
e G

riffin
: "I d

o
n
't 

th
in

k
 so

m
e ag

en
cies w

ere can
d
id

 w
ith

 

u
s. I n

ev
er th

o
u
g
h
t th

e D
allas p

o
lice 

w
ere telling us the entire truth. N

either 
w

as th
e F

B
I. I w

ro
te a m

em
o
 in

 late 

A
u
g
u
st o

f 1
9
6
4
 to

 th
e d

irecto
r o

f th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
 [J. L

ee R
an

k
in

], in
 w

h
ich

 
I laid

 o
u
t a w

h
o
le series o

f ev
id

en
tiary

 

questions. W
e only got answ

ers on tw
o 

o
r th

ree o
f th

em
." 

Ju
d
g
e G

riffin
 d

id
n
't k

eep
 co

p
ies o

f 

his ow
n m

em
os and the original of that 

m
em

o
 isn

't w
h
ere it o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e in

 th
e 

N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. B

u
t 

one of the evidentiary questions G
riffin 

recalls had to do w
ith fingerprints other 

than O
sw

ald's on the packing cases in a 

six
th

-flo
o
r ro

o
m

 o
f th

e T
ex

as S
ch

o
o
l 

B
o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. A

fter so
m

e d
elay

s, 

th
e F

B
I fin

ally
 co

n
fessed

 to
 th

e co
m

-
m

issio
n
 th

at th
e o

th
er p

rin
ts 'b

elo
n
g
ed

 
to

 a
n
 F

B
I a

g
e
n
t. "W

e
 a

c
c
e
p
te

d
 th

e
 

an
sw

ers w
e g

o
ti say

s Ju
d
g
e G

riffin
, 

"even though they w
ere inadequate and 

d
id

n
't carry

 th
e b

attle an
y
 fu

rth
er. T

o
 

d
o
 so

, w
e'd

 h
av

e h
ad

 to
 ch

allen
g
e th

e 

integrity of the F
B

I and the C
IA

. B
ack 

in
 1

9
6
4
, th

a
t w

a
s so

m
e
th

in
g
 w

e
 

d
id

n
't d

o
." 

. A
n
o
th

er staff law
y
er o

n
 th

e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission confirm
ed Judge G

riffin's 

v
iew

, if so
m

ew
h
at less co

u
rag

eo
u
sly

. 

A
sk

ed
 w

h
eth

er h
e g

o
t ev

ery
th

in
g
 h

e 
w

an
ted

 fro
m

 th
e F

B
I, h

e p
au

sed
 fo

r 

ab
o
u
t 1

5
 seco

n
d
s an

d
 said

, "O
ff th

e 
record?" W

hy w
ould he w

ant the obvi-
o
u
sly

 n
eg

ativ
e rep

ly
 o

ff th
e reco

rd
?  

"B
ecause of possible reprisals from

 the 
F

B
I," h

e said
 "T

h
o
u
g
h
 I'm

 w
o
rried

 

ab
o
u
t th

at less n
o
w

 th
an

 I w
as w

h
en

 
H

oover w
as the director." 

T
h
e in

fo
rm

al testim
o
n
y
 o

f Ju
d
g
e 

G
riffin

 an
d
 h

is co
lleag

u
e co

n
firm

s th
e 

fin
d
in

g
s o

f th
e in

d
ep

en
d
en

t critics o
f 

the W
arren C

om
m

ission. 
T

hese critics have dram
atic new

 doc-
um

entation w
hich proves that the W

ar-
ren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 w

as 

never the free and independent inquiry 
w

e'd been told; that the F
B

I concluded, 
to

o
 so

o
n
, th

ere w
as n

o
 co

n
sp

iracy
 an

d
 

then in an effort to justify its early con-
clusions did a grudging reinvestigation 

w
h
o
se o

n
ly

 p
u
rp

o
se w

as to
 p

ro
v
e its 

ow
n prem

ature conclusions. 
T

h
e critics' m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t p
iece o

f 

d
o
cu

m
en

tatio
n
: a lo

n
g
tim

e to
p
 secret 

transcript of an executive session of the 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 Jan

u
ary

 2
7
th

, 
1
9
6
4
, w

h
ich

 w
as d

eclassified
 o

n
ly

 last 

y
ear (after a lo

n
g
 an

d
 ex

p
en

siv
e F

ree-
dom

 of Inform
ation suit filed by H

arold 
W

eisberg). T
hat transcript suggests the 

F
B

I an
d
 o

th
er in

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cies 

m
ay

 p
o
ssess sig

n
ifican

t in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

th
ey

 w
ith

h
eld

 fro
m

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
. 

T
h
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 m

ay
 still b

e av
ailab

le 
in

 so
m

e ag
en

cy
's files o

r in
 th

e "O
C

" 
(o

fficial an
d
 co

n
fid

en
tial) files m

o
v
ed

 
to

 J. E
d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er's h

o
m

e at th
e tim

e 

o
f h

is d
eath

 in
 1

9
7
2
. 

C
ritics 'h

av
e b

een
 callin

g
 fo

r a re-
o
p
en

in
g
 o

f th
e JF

K
 assassin

atio
n
 case 

for years. S
om

e of the calls have com
e 

from
 crackpots, others from

 solid anal-
ysts. M

ost of the calls, how
ever, lacked 

focus and som
e of the questions had no 

reaso
n
ab

le h
o
p
e o

f a so
lu

tio
n
. 

B
u
t Ju

d
g
e G

riffin
's co

m
m

en
ts an

d
 

th
e d

o
cu

m
en

tatio
n
 o

f th
e critics h

elp
 

n
arro

w
 th

e sco
p
e o

f an
y
 in

q
u
iry

 an
d
  

m
ak

e it p
o
ssib

le fo
r a co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

co
m

m
ittee to

 ask
 q

u
estio

n
s th

at h
av

e 

answ
ers. T

hey can subpoena D
allas po-

licem
en as w

ell as key figures like M
a-

rina O
sw

ald; they can subpoena the files 

o
f U

.S
. In

tellig
en

ce ag
en

cies w
h
ich

 
w

ere aw
are of O

sw
ald long before N

o-

vem
ber 22nd, 1963. 

P
eter D

ale S
cott, a W

arren C
om

m
is-

sio
n
 critic w

h
o
 teach

es E
n
g
lish

 at th
e 

U
niversity. of C

alifornia at B
erkeley, in-

sists that abundant clues point to a con-
sp

iracy
 "d

em
o
n
strab

le fro
m

 th
e v

ery
 

p
ro

ced
u
res w

h
ich

 it u
sed

 to
 co

v
er its 

traces" a la W
atergate. 

T
h
e tim

e is rig
h
t fo

r reo
p
en

in
g
 th

e 
case in another sense. T

he assassination 

seem
s to

 d
o
m

in
ate th

e n
atio

n
al su

b
-

co
n
scio

u
s. A

 m
ajo

rity
, as p

o
lls sh

o
w

, 
h
av

e alw
ay

s h
ad

 th
eir d

o
u
b
ts. W

ater-
g
ate, W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

o
rro

rs an
d
 h

ig
h
-

lev
el co

v
.eru

p
 h

av
e o

n
ly

 d
eep

en
ed

 
doubts about A

m
erica's ugliest m

urder 

m
ystery. R

ecent new
s stories only serve 

to
 in

ten
sify

 th
em

. 
A

 1960 m
em

o from
 J. E

dgar H
oover 

to
 th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t su

rfaced
 in

 
1
9
7
5
. It is a w

arn
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e d
irecto

r 

that som
eone posing as L

ee H
arvey O

s-
w

ald in R
ussia m

ight try to get O
sw

ald's 

U
.S

. p
assp

o
rt. In

 itself, th
e m

em
o
 m

ay
 

not be significant: O
sw

ald's m
other had 

com
plained to the F

B
I that she'd sent a 

b
irth

 certificate to
 O

sw
ald

 in
 S

w
itzer-

lan
d
 an

d
 h

e'd
 never receiv

ed
 it. B

u
t, 

lin
k
ed

 to
 o

th
er rep

o
rts th

at "a seco
n
d
 

O
sw

ald
" left traces in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s, 

M
iam

i, D
allas and M

exico C
ity in 1963 

an
d
 th

at so
m

e (ev
en

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
) sp

ecu
lated

 th
at 

O
sw

ald m
ay have w

orked w
ith the F

B
I 

as an
 u

n
d
erco

v
er ag

en
t, th

e m
em

o
 is a 

startlin
g
 clu

e th
at H

o
o
v
er an

d
 th

e F
B

I 

k
n
ew

 so
m

eth
in

g
 ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

 th
ey
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never told the com
m

ission. W
hy w

ould 
J. E

dgar H
oover him

self be concerned 
ab

o
u
t an

 o
b
scu

re A
m

erican
 d

efecto
r 

w
o
rk

in
g
 in

 a facto
ry

 in
 M

in
sk

? D
av

id
 

S
law

son, form
erly a staff law

yer on the 
W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 an

d
 n

o
w

 a p
ro

-
fessor of law

 at the U
niversity of S

outh-
ern

 C
alifo

rn
ia, h

as o
n
e in

n
o
cen

t ex
-

p
lan

atio
n

: "T
h

e sig
n

atu
re o

f J. E
d

g
ar 

H
o
o
v
er w

en
t o

n
 

all th
e o

fficial co
m

-
m

u
n
icatio

n
s co

m
in

g
 o

u
t o

f th
e F

B
I. 

H
oover probably never saw

 the m
em

o." 
N

evertheless, the m
em

o raises ques-
tions: R

obert K
ennedy's aides confirm

 
the continuing rum

or that the C
IA

 con-
tracted w

ith the A
m

erican M
afia to as-

sassinate C
uba's prem

ier, F
idel C

astro. 
It is an unsettling developm

ent, shock-
in

g
 to

 th
e A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le, d

o
u

b
ly

 
sh

o
ck

in
g
 to

 th
o
se in

 fo
reig

n
 co

u
n
tries 

w
ho still have to deal w

ith an A
m

erican 
governm

ent W
hich m

ay use assassina-
tio

n
 as a p

o
litical to

o
l. B

u
t as T

o
m

 
W

ick
er p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t in

 th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk 

T
im

es: "T
h

e m
en

tality
 th

at can
 o

rd
er 

o
r co

n
d
o
n
e m

u
rd

er fo
r p

o
litical p

u
r-

p
o

se
s a

b
ro

a
d

 n
e
e
d

 n
o

t b
e
 g

re
a
tly

 
w

arped to order or condone m
urder for 

political purposes at hom
e, particularly 

w
h
en

 th
e in

stru
m

en
t to

 carry
 it o

u
t is 

read
y

 at h
an

d
." 

T
h

e d
o

u
b

ts ab
o

u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
 

'o
f P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
 b

eco
m

e p
art o

f 
an atm

osphere that nurtures the dream
s 

o
f d

ram
atists. In

 T
h
e L

a
st M

a
n
 a

t A
r-

lington, a b
est-sellin

g
 n

o
v
el b

y
 Jo

sep
h
 

D
iM

ona, the C
IA

 plots P
resident K

en-
n
ed

y
's m

u
rd

er. In
 
T

h
e T

ea
rs o

f A
u

-
tu

m
n
, n

o
v

elist C
h

arles M
cC

arry
 sp

in
s 

a
n

o
th

e
r. th

e
o

ry
: T

h
e
 D

ie
m

 fa
m

ily
 

p
lan

n
ed

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
 in

 
retaliation for the A

m
erican assassina-

tio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t N

g
o
 D

in
h
 D

iem
. 

A
 very bad m

ovie, E
xecutive A

ction, 
attem

pts in docum
entary fashion to re-

veal how
 the real assassins killed P

resi-
dent K

ennedy; thousands flock to see it. 
In

 a b
etter m

o
v
ie, T

h
e P

a
ra

lla
x V

iew
, 

W
arren

 B
eatty

 p
lay

s a rep
o

rter w
h

o
 

u
n
co

v
ers th

e p
lo

t b
y
 a m

ajo
r U

.$
. co

r-
p
o
ratio

n
 to

 k
ill U

.S
. lead

ers. A
t th

e  

the G
onzalez resolution. T

he represen-
tatives w

ere: B
ella A

bzug, H
erm

an B
a-

d
illo

, M
ario

 B
iag

g
i, E

lizab
eth

 H
o
ltz-

m
a
n
, E

d
w

a
rd

 K
o
c
h
 a

n
d
 B

e
n
ja

m
in

 
R

o
sen

th
al. A

n
o

th
er M

an
h

attan
 co

n
-

g
ressm

an
, C

h
arles R

an
g
el, ad

d
ed

 h
is 

endorsem
ent a few

 days later. 
T

he tim
e is right. C

ongress—
w

hether 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e n
ew

 co
m

m
ittee p

ro
p
o
sed

 
by R

epresentative G
onzalez or through 

th
e C

h
u
rch

 co
m

m
ittee in

 th
e S

en
ate—

m
ust investigate the JF

K
 assassination. 

It seem
s clear n

o
w

 th
at th

e F
B

I an
d

 
o
th

er ag
en

cies in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e C
IA

 an
d
 

T
h

e last th
in

g
 th

e F
B

I o
r th

e C
IA

 
n
eed

ed
 w

as p
u
b
lic ex

p
o
su

re o
f (an

d
 a 

public reaction against) their program
s .k 

—
by having a L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald tied 

to
 th

em
. W

h
atev

er O
sw

ald
's real ro

le 
w

as, no one in the U
.S

. governm
ent en-

gaged in spy-counterspy gam
es w

anted 
to assum

e any responsibility for him
. 

T
h
e tran

scrip
t o

f th
e co

m
m

issio
n
's 

ex
ecu

tiv
e sessio

n
 o

f Jan
u

ary
 2

7
th

, 
1
9
6
4
, d

em
o
n
strates th

e co
m

m
issio

n
's 

co
n
cern

 ab
o
u
t th

is p
o
ssib

ility
—

a p
o
s-

sib
ility

 p
o
in

ted
 o

u
t to

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

by som
e, of the top law

 enforcem
ent of-

ficials in
 T

ex
as. T

h
ese o

fficials h
ad

  

cial co
u

n
sel fo

r th
e T

ex
as C

o
u

rt o
f In

-
q
u
iry

 (w
h
o
se p

ro
jected

 in
v
estig

atio
n
 

w
a
s p

re
e
m

p
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 w

o
rk

 o
f th

e
 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
). 

O
n
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
's n

ex
t w

o
rk

in
g
 

d
ay

, M
o
n
d
ay

, Jan
u
ary

 2
7
th

, all o
f th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 m

em
b
ers ex

cep
t R

ep
re-

sen
tativ

e G
erald

 F
o
rd

 .sh
o
w

ed
 u

p
 fo

r 
an

 ex
ecu

tiv
e sessio

n
. S

o
o
n
 after th

e 
m

eetin
g
 b

eg
an

, R
an

k
in

 sh
o
w

ed
 w

h
ere 

h
e sto

o
d
: "W

e d
o
 h

av
e a d

irty
 ru

m
o
r 

th
at is v

ery
 b

ad
 fo

r th
e co

m
m

issio
n
, 

v
ery

 d
am

ag
in

g
 to

 th
e ag

en
cies th

at are 
in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 it an
d
 it m

u
st b

e w
ip

ed
 o

u
t 

in
so

far as it is p
o
ssib

le to
 d

o
 so

 b
y
 th

is 
co

m
m

issio
n
." T

h
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at it 
m

ig
h
t b

e tru
e d

o
esn

't o
ccu

r to
 R

an
k
in

. 
O

r, if it d
o
es, th

en
 th

e w
h
o
le q

u
estio

n
 

is o
n
e
 th

a
t is b

e
y
o
n
d
 h

im
. R

a
n
k
in

 
sim

p
ly

 w
an

ts to
 g

et an
 o

fficial d
en

ial 
from

 the F
B

I. 
W

arren
 w

an
ts to

 g
o
 to

 th
e so

u
rces 

o
f th

e sto
ry

 "to
 see if th

ere is an
y
 su

b
7  

stan
ce to

 th
e claim

." 
S

en
ato

r R
ich

ard
 R

u
ssell ag

rees w
ith

 
W

arren. "If you w
ent dow

n there in the 
first instance to the F

B
I and got a state-

m
en

t an
d
 w

h
en

 y
o
u
 start p

u
rsu

in
g
 it 

y
o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 lo
o
k
 lik

e y
o
u
 are im

p
each

-
in

g
." ("Im

p
each

in
g
" h

ere m
ean

s "at-
tack

in
g
 th

e cred
ib

ility
 o

f th
e F

B
I.) 

"T
h
is is m

y
 p

o
in

t," say
s W

arren
. 

"E
x
actly

," say
s R

ep
resen

tativ
e H

ale 
B

oggs. 
S

en
ato

r R
u
ssell say

s, "T
h
e b

est w
ay

 
to

 h
an

d
le it w

o
u

ld
 b

e to
 try

 to
 ex

h
au

st,  
it at th

e o
th

er en
d
 b

efo
re y

o
u
 g

o
 to

 
th

e F
B

I." 
A

llen D
ulles says the F

B
I has already 

issu
e
d

 a
 c

a
te

g
o

ric
a
l d

e
n

ia
l o

f th
e
 

O
sw

ald
-ag

en
t sto

ry
 in

 th
e 

N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
T

im
es. (It is in

terestin
g

 th
at D

u
lles, a 

fo
rm

er C
IA

 d
irecto

r, is so
 read

y
 to

 
consider the question closed.) 

B
u
t Jo

h
n
 M

cC
lo

y
 d

o
esn

't g
iv

e th
e 

F
B

I's categ
o
rical d

en
ial m

u
ch

 w
eig

h
t, 

an
d
 S

en
ato

r R
u
ssell p

o
in

ts o
u
t th

at th
e 

c
o
m

m
issio

n
 m

a
y
 b

e
 d

e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
 

spooks, a notoriously lying breed. S
ays 

R
u
ssell: "If O

sw
ald

 n
ev

er h
ad

 assas-
sin

ated
 th

e p
resid

en
t o

r at least b
een

 



"
If O

sw
ald h

ad been
 in

 th
e em

ploy of 
th

e F
B

I, th
ey w

ou
ld h

ave den
ied h

e w
as 

an agent" —
 W

arren C
om

m
ission m

em
- 

ber R
an

kin
. "

O
h

 yes,"
 D

u
lles replied. 

im
p
o
rt, a

 
l/C

M
-J

C
Ilillg

 IL
V

V
C

1
 u

y 
J
U

J
C

IJ
II 

D
iM

o
n

a, th
e C

IA
 p

lo
ts P

resid
en

t K
en

-
n
ed

y
's m

u
rd

er. In
 
T

h
e
 T

e
a

rs o
f A

u
-

tu
m

n
, n

o
v
elist C

h
arles M

cC
arry

 sp
in

s 
a
n

o
th

e
r. th

e
o

ry
: T

h
e
 D

ie
m

 fa
m

ily
 

p
lan

n
ed

 P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
 in

 
retaliatio

n
 fo

r th
e A

m
erican

 assassin
a-

tio
n

 o
f P

resid
en

t N
g

o
 D

in
h

 D
iem

. 
A

 very bad m
ovie, E

xecu
tive A

ctio
n

, 
attem

p
ts in

 d
o

cu
m

en
tary

 fash
io

n
 to

 re-
veal how

 the real assassins killed P
resi-

dent K
ennedy; thousands flock to see it. 

In
 a b

etter m
o
v
ie, T

h
e P

a
ra

lla
x V

iew
, 

W
arren

 B
eatty

 p
lay

s a rep
o

rter w
h

o
 

u
n

co
v
ers th

e p
lo

t b
y
 a m

ajo
r U

.$
. co

r-
p
o
ratio

n
 to

 k
ill U

.S
. lead

ers. A
t th

e 
m

o
v
ie's en

d
, th

e p
lo

tters k
ill h

im
, to

o
. 

T
h

e
 d

o
u

b
ts a

n
d

 th
e
 d

ra
m

a
 p

o
iso

n
 

A
m

erica w
ith fear and a feeling of frus-

trated helplessness. 
C

o
n

fro
n

ted
 b

y
 th

is, m
an

y
 W

arren
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 m

em
b
ers d

efen
d
 th

eir 
w

ork like so m
any P

ontius P
ilates: Q

uod 
scripsi, scripsi, w

h
at I h

av
e w

ritten
, I 

h
av

e w
ritten

. C
o
m

m
issio

n
er Jo

h
n
 J. 

M
cC

loy, now
 a N

ew
 Y

ork law
yer, says, 

"I n
ev

er saw
 a case m

o
re co

m
p

letely
 

p
ro

v
en

." S
taff law

y
er L

eo
n
 D

. H
u
b
ert 

Jr., now
 professor of law

 at T
ulane U

ni-
v

ersity
, say

s, "W
e tried

, m
an

, w
e tried

. 
E

a
c
h
 o

f u
s sa

id
, 'If I c

a
n
 b

re
a
k
 th

is 
th

in
g
 w

id
e o

p
en

, I'm
 m

ad
e.' B

u
t n

o
n
e 

o
f u

s fo
u

n
d

 it w
as an

y
b

o
d

y
 b

u
t O

s-
w

ald." S
taff law

yer W
esley J. L

iebeler, 
n
o
w

 d
irecto

r o
f p

o
licy

 p
lan

n
in

g
 fo

r th
e 

F
e
d
e
ra

l T
ra

d
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, sa

y
s, 

"T
h
ere's n

o
 q

u
estio

n
 in

 m
y
 m

in
d
 th

at 
the conclusions of the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sion aren't correct." S
taff law

yer M
elvin 

A
ro

n
 E

isen
b

erg
, n

o
w

 a law
 p

ro
fesso

r 
at B

o
alt H

all in
 B

erk
eley

, d
o

esn
't re-

tu
rn

 an
 in

q
u
irin

g
 p

h
o
n
e call an

d
,  tells 

h
is secretary

 to
 call b

ack
 w

ith
 th

e m
es-

sag
e, "I h

av
e n

o
 d

o
u
b
ts." 

B
u

t o
th

ers reacted
 in

 q
u

ite d
ifferen

t 
w

ay
s. R

ep
resen

tativ
e H

en
ry

 G
o
n
zalez 

o
f T

ex
as recen

tly
 in

tro
d
u
ced

 a resolu-
tio

n
 in

 th
e H

o
u
se o

f R
ep

resen
tativ

es 
ask

in
g
 fo

r a co
n
g
ressio

n
al in

q
u
iry

 in
to

 
th

e assassin
atio

n
s o

f Jo
h
n
 an

d
 R

o
b
ert 

K
en

n
ed

y
, M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 an

d
 th

e 
attem

pted assassination of G
eorge W

al-
lace. A

 w
eek later, six congresspersons 

ap
p

eared
 at a to

w
n

 m
eetin

g
 o

n
 N

ew
 

Y
o

rk
's U

p
p

er E
ast S

id
e an

d
 en

d
o

rsed
  

th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice w
ere p

lay
in

g
 g

am
es 

w
ith

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
. T

h
e 

ag
en

cies w
ere b

eh
av

in
g
 as if th

ey
 h

ad
 

so
m

eth
in

g
 to

 h
id

e. Ju
st w

h
at th

ey
 w

ere 
hiding is open to official inquiry;

  

II. T
H

E
 R

E
C

E
N

T
L

Y
 D

ISC
O

V
E

R
E

D
 

TR
A

N
SC

R
IPT O

F A
N

 EX
EC

U
TIV

E 
SESSIO

N
 

S
om

e W
arren C

om
m

ission critics be-
liev

e th
ey

 w
ere h

id
in

g
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald
's in

tellig
en

ce co
n
n
ectio

n
s. A

s w
e 

h
av

e learn
ed

 in
 th

e p
ast few

 m
o
n
th

s, 
a
fte

r th
e
n

 a
tto

rn
e
y

 g
e
n

e
ra

l S
a
x

b
e
's 

rev
elatio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e F
B

I's C
o
in

telp
ro

 
a
n
d
 C

IA
 d

ire
c
to

r C
o
lb

y
's re

p
o
rt to

 
`P

resid
en

t F
o

rd
 o

n
 th

e C
IA

, b
o

th
 ag

en
-

cies w
ere em

barked in the early S
ixties 

on a m
assive dom

estic spy effort. It w
as 

a big, expensive program
 that added to 

th
e size an

d
 p

o
w

er o
f th

e F
B

I an
d

 C
IA

 
em

pires.  

heard a rum
or that O

sw
ald m

ight have 
b

een
 an

 in
fo

rm
an

t fo
r th

e F
B

I, th
at h

e 
w

as p
aid

 $
2
0
0
, a m

o
n
th

 an
d
 th

at h
e 

even had an F
B

I num
ber, S

. 179. C
orn-

m
ission m

em
ber G

erald F
ord, recalling 

th
e m

o
m

en
t w

h
en

 g
en

eral co
u

n
sel J. 

L
ee R

ankin gave this new
s to the com

-
m

issio
n

, said
 th

e m
em

b
ers "lo

o
k

ed
 at 

o
n
e an

o
th

er in
 am

azem
en

t" an
d
 sp

en
t 

a good deal of tim
e w

ondering w
hat to 

do about the new
s. 

T
he com

m
issioners took it seriously. 

In fact, they asked the T
exas officials to 

fly
 to

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 im
m

ed
iately

 fo
r a 

m
eeting w

ith them
. O

n F
riday, January 

24th, W
arren and R

ankin m
et w

ith five 
of the top law

yers in'T
exas: W

aggoner 
C

arr, atto
rn

ey
 g

en
eral; R

o
b
ert S

to
rey

, 
d
ean

 em
eritu

s o
f th

e law
 sch

o
o
l at 

S
outhern M

ethodist U
niversity; D

allas 
D

A
 H

en
ry

 W
ad

e; D
allas assistan

t D
A

 
B

ill A
lexander and L

eon Jaw
orski, spe- 

it at th
e o

th
er en

d
 b

efo
re y

o
u

 g
o

 to
 

th
e F

B
I." 

A
llen D

ulles says the F
B

I has already 
issu

e
d
 a

 c
a
te

g
o
ric

a
l d

e
n
ia

l o
f th

e
 

O
sw

ald
-ag

en
t sto

ry
 in

 th
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk 

T
im

es. (It is in
terestin

g
 th

at D
u

lles, a 
fo

rm
er C

IA
 d

irecto
r, is so

 read
y
 to

 
consider the question closed.) 

B
u
t Jo

h
n
 M

cC
lo

y
 d

o
esn

't g
iv

e th
e 

F
B

I's categ
o

rical d
en

ial m
u

ch
 w

eig
h

t, 
and S

enator R
ussell points out that the 

c
o
m

m
issio

n
 m

a
y
 b

e
 d

e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
 

spooks, a notoriously lying breed. S
ays 

R
u

ssell: "If O
sw

ald
 n

ev
er h

ad
 assas-

sinated 
 

 th
e p

resid
en

t o
r at least b

een
 

charged w
ith assassinating the president 

and had been in the em
ploy of the F

B
I 

and som
ebody had gone to the F

B
I they 

w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e d
en

ied
 h

e w
as an

 ag
en

t." 
"O

h, yes," says D
ulles. 

R
ussell says, "T

hey w
ould be the first 

to
 d

en
y
 it. Y

o
u
r ag

en
ts w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
d

o
n

e ex
actly

 th
e sam

e th
in

g
." 

"E
xactly," says D

ulles. 
W

ell, th
en

, w
h
ere can

 th
e co

m
m

is-
sio

n
 g

o
 to

 estab
lish

 th
e facts? B

o
g
g
s 

say
s th

ey
 seem

 to
 h

av
e g

o
tten

 th
em

-
selves into a box. S

om
eone suggests the 

com
m

ission go to the attorney general. 
R

an
k
in

 say
s h

e d
o
esn

't see h
o
w

 A
t-

to
rn

ey
 G

en
eral R

o
b

ert K
en

n
ed

y
 can

 
co

m
e rig

h
t o

u
t an

d
 ask

 H
o
o
v
er w

h
at 

w
as happening. 
M

cC
lo

y
 w

an
ts th

e reaso
n

s fo
r th

at 
sp

elled
 o

u
t. H

is o
u

trag
e at th

e rev
ersal 

of pow
er inside the Justice D

epartm
ent 

w
arm

s th
e co

ld
 tran

scrip
t: "Ju

st w
h

y
 

w
ould it be em

barrassing for the attor-
n
ey

 g
en

eral o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates to

 in
-

quire of one of his agencies w
hether or 

n
o

t th
is m

an
 w

h
o

 w
as alleg

ed
 to

 h
av

e 
killed the president of the U

nited S
tates 

w
as an agent? D

oes the em
barrassm

ent 
supersede the im

portance of getting the 
b
est ev

id
en

ce in
 su

ch
 a situ

atio
n
 as 

this?" 
S

en
ato

r Jo
h

n
 S

h
erm

an
 C

o
o

p
er say

s 
that for B

obby K
ennedy to do so w

ould 
im

p
ly

 th
at B

o
b
b
y
 th

o
u
g
h
t th

ere w
as -

so
m

eth
in

g
 w

ro
n

g
 in

 th
e b

u
reau

. E
v

en
 

so
, M

cC
lo

y
 say

s, "It still w
o
u
ld

n
't d

i-
vert m

e from
 asking. It is an aw

kw
ard 

affair. B
u

t as y
o

u
 said

 th
e o

th
er d

ay
, 

truth is our only client." 



R
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B
oggs agrees and M

cC
loy says, "I 

don't think w
e could recognize that any 

door is closed to us unless the president 
closes it to us." M

cC
loy says he w

ants 
to'get to the bottom

 of all this. 
D

ulles says M
cC

loy m
ay be asking 

th
e im

p
o

ssib
le. "H

o
w

," ask
s D

u
lles, 

"do you disprove a fellow
 w

as not your 
agent?" 

B
oggs w

onders w
hether D

ulles, as 
head of the C

IA
, had had agents w

ith 
no records. 

"T
he record m

ight not be on paper," 
says D

ulles. "B
ut on paper [w

e] w
ould 

have hieroglyphics that only tw
o people 

k
n
ew

 w
h
at th

ey
 m

ean
t, an

d
 n

o
b
o
d
y
 

outside of the agency w
ould know

 and 
you could say this m

eant [one] agent 
and som

ebody else could say it m
eant 

another agent." 
B

oggs m
entions the U

-2 pilot, F
ran-

cis G
ary P

ow
ers. D

ulles says P
ow

ers 
h
ad

 a sig
n
ed

 co
n
tract w

ith
 th

e C
IA

. 
B

oggs says, "L
et's say P

ow
ers did not 

have a signed contract but he w
as re-

cruited by som
eone in C

IA
. T

he m
an 

w
h
o
 re

c
ru

ite
d
 h

im
 w

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

, 
w

ouldn't he?".  
"Y

es," says D
ulles, "but he w

ouldn't 
tell." 

Ju
stice W

arren
 seem

s su
rp

rised
. 

"W
o

u
ld

n
't tell it u

n
d

er o
ath

?" ask
s 

W
arren. 
D

u
lles say

s, "I w
o
u
ld

n
't th

in
k
 h

e 
w

ould tell it under oath, no." 
"W

hy?" asks W
arren. 

D
ulles has to give the com

m
ission a 

little lesson. "H
e ought not tell it under 

o
ath

. M
ay

b
e n

o
t tell it to

 h
is o

w
n
 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t b
u
t w

o
u
ld

n
't tell it an

y
 

other w
ay." 

M
cC

lo
y

 say
s, "W

o
u

ld
n

't tell it to
 

his ow
n chief?" 

D
ulles says, "H

e m
ight or he m

ight 
not. If he w

as a bad one, he w
ouldn't." 

B
oggs m

ay have throw
n up his hands 

here. "W
hat you do is you ... M

ake our 
problem

 utterly im
possible because you 

-say this rum
or can't be dissipated under 

any circum
stances." 

D
ulles says, "I don't think it can, un- 

H
oover's job to w

atch the F
air P

lay for 
C

uba C
om

m
ittee and try to penetrate 

it in
 an

y
 w

ay
 h

e co
u

ld
," say

s D
u

lles. 
B

ut he doesn't believe the F
B

I did hire 
O

sw
ald. "H

e w
as not the kind of fellow

 
th

at H
o
o
v
er w

o
u
ld

 h
ire . . . H

e w
as 

so stupid." 
M

cC
loy says, "I w

ouldn't put m
uch 

confidence in the intelligence of all the 
agents I have run into. I have run into 
som

e aw
fully stupid agents." 

D
ulles says, "N

ot this irresponsible." 
(Irresponsible is a strange description 
of an assassin of a president. If O

sw
ald 

w
as a lone nut, then "irresponsible" is 

sim
p

ly
 th

e w
ro

n
g

 w
o

rd
. T

o
 w

h
o

m
 

w
ould O

sw
ald be responsible?) 

M
cC

loy counters, "W
ell, I can't say 

that I have run into a fellow
 com

parable 
to

 O
sw

ald
 b

u
t I h

av
e ru

n
 in

to
 so

m
e 

very lim
ited m

entalities both in the C
IA

 
and the F

B
I." 

T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
's m

eetin
g
 ro

o
m

 
rum

bles w
ith w

hat the stenotypist de-
scribes as "laughter." 

W
arren tries to sum

 up: "A
gencies 

do em
ploy undercover m

en w
ho are of 

terrible character." 
T

h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 im

m
ed

iately
 ag

rees 
w

ith
 W

arren
 is th

e o
n
e m

an
 o

n
 th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 w

h
o
 sh

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

. S
ay

s 
D

ulles, "T
erribly bad characters." 

R
an

k
in

 is im
p

atien
t w

ith
 all th

is. 
"W

o
u
ld

 it b
e accep

tab
le to

 g
o
 to

 M
r. 

H
o

o
v

er," say
s R

an
k

in
, "an

d
 tell h

im
 

about the situation and that w
e w

ould 
like to go ahead and find out w

hat w
e 

could about these—
" 

"W
ell, L

ee," in
terru

p
ts W

arren
, "I 

w
o
u
ld

n
't b

e in
 fav

o
r o

f g
o
in

g
 to

 an
y
 

-A
 	

• 	
,tit- 

find out if this is fact or fiction." 
R

ankin is afraid of H
oover and says 

so. "W
hat I w

as fearful of w
as the m

ere 
process w

ill cause him
 to think . . . that 

w
e are really investigating him

." 
"If w

e are investigating him
," says 

W
arren

, "w
e are in

v
estig

atin
g
 th

e 
rum

or against him
; w

e are investigating 
him

, that is true." 
T

he im
plication—

that the com
m

is-
sion m

ay have to investigate H
oover 

—
seem

s to bother B
oggs. "M

r. D
ulles," 

says B
oggs, "w

hen you headed up the 
C

IA
, the notion that you w

ould know
 

the countless inform
ers and people em

- 

ployed by the agencies w
as fantastic. 

Y
ou couldn't know

 about all of that." 
"N

o
," rep

lies D
u
lles. "B

u
t b

y
 th

is 
tim

e I w
ould have know

n w
hether w

e 
did hire him

 or not." 
M

cC
loy says, "Y

ou w
ould know

 in 
th

is case w
h
o
, if th

ere w
as an

y
b
o
d
y
, 

w
ho w

ould have hired O
sw

ald, w
ho it 

w
ould be." 
D

ulles adm
its that he'd know

 w
hat 

area to
 lo

o
k
 in

. "S
o
m

eo
n
e," h

e co
n
-

cedes, "m
ight have done it w

ithout au-
thority. T

he C
IA

 has no charter to hire 
an

y
b

o
d

y
 fo

r th
is k

in
d

 o
f w

o
rk

 in
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates. It has abroad, that is the 

distinction. B
ut the C

IA
 has no charter. 

I d
o

n
't say

 it co
u

ld
n

't p
o

ssib
ly

 h
av

e 
done it but it has no charter of authority 
to run this kind of agent in the U

nited 
S

tates." 
W

as the C
IA

 involved w
ith O

sw
ald? 

T
here is reason to believe that the C

IA
 

perform
ed its ow

n unpublicized investi-
gation on O

sw
ald after the assassina-

tion. Y
et there's little on the record of 

w
h

a
t th

e
 C

IA
 
tr

a
il th

e
 W

a
r
r
e
n

 r
n

m
- 

alm
ost overdue for us being as depend-

ent as w
e are on F

B
I investigations, the 

tim
e is alm

ost overdue for us to have a 
better perspective of the F

B
I investiga-

tion than w
e now

 have." 
R

an
k
in

 tak
es p

art o
f th

e b
lam

e fo
r 

that. H
e says that he and his staff need 

m
o
re tim

e to
 stu

d
y
 th

e F
B

I's su
p
p
le-

m
ental report, given to them

 tw
o w

eeks 
b
efo

re. H
e say

s th
e su

p
p
lem

en
tal 

report answ
ered m

any of the com
m

is-
sion's questions—

but not all of them
: 

"T
h

ere are v
ast areas th

at are u
n

an
-

sw
ered at the present tim

e," says R
an-

kin. A
nd then he explains the trouble 

he is having w
ith the F

B
I. "P

art of our 
difficulty," he says, "is that they have 
no problem

. T
hey have decided that it 

is O
sw

ald w
ho com

m
itted the assassina-

tion, they have decided that no one else 
w

as involved, they have decided—
" 

S
en

ato
r R

u
ssell in

terru
p
ts. "T

h
ey

 
have tried the case and reached a ver-
dict on every aspect." 

"Y
es," say

s M
cC

lo
y

, "'W
e k

n
o

w
 

w
h
o
 k

illed
 co

ck
 ro

b
in

.' T
h
at is th

e 
p

o
in

t. It isn
't o

n
ly

 w
h

o
 k

illed
 co

ck
 

ro
b
in

. U
n
d
er th

e term
s o

f referen
ce, 

w
e have to go beyond that." 
D

id the com
m

ission go beyond that? 
H

ard
ly

. T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 d

id
n
't ev

en
 

g
iv

e its staff a m
an

d
ate to

 g
o

 b
ey

o
n

d
 

th
e F

B
I o

n
 th

is q
u
estio

n
. F

o
r a m

o
-

m
ent, it seem

ed as if it m
ight: S

enator 
R

ussell sum
s up the com

m
ission's di-

lem
m

a. "It seem
s to

 m
e w

e h
av

e tw
o

 
alternatives," says R

ussell. "O
ne is w

e 
can just accept the F

B
I's report and go 

on and w
rite the report based on their 

findings and supported by the raw
 m

a-
terials th

ey
 h

av
e g

iv
en

 u
s, o

r else w
e 

can
 g

o
 an

d
 try

 to
 ru

n
 d

o
w

n
 so

m
e o

f 
th

ese co
llateral ru

m
o
rs th

at h
av

e ju
st 

not been dealt w
ith• directly in this raw

 
m

aterial that w
e have." 

T
he m

em
bers seem

 inclined to w
ant 

to go beyond the F
B

I. B
ut then M

cC
loy 

points out that som
e "sheet" he has in 

front of him
 (judging from

 a prior ref-
erence, it is probably a copy of H

arold 
F

eld
m

an
's p

ro
b

in
g

 article in
 th

e 
N

a
-

'in
n
. "

C
h

w
a

h
l a

n
d

 th
e F

B
I"

 Ja
n

u
a

ry 

S
en

ator R
u

ssell: T
h

e F
B

I "
h

ave tried 
th

e case an
d reach

ed a verdict on
 every 

aspect."
 M

cC
loy: "

W
e don

't w
an

t to be 
in

 th
e position

 of attackin
g th

e F
B

I." 



G
erald Ford's LittleW

hite Lie 
W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
, y

o
u
 v

o
lu

n
ta

rily
 

a
c
c
e

p
te

d
 th

e
 c

o
n

s
tra

in
ts

 w
h

ic
h

 a
ll th

e
 

m
e

m
b

e
rs

 o
f th

e
 c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 a

c
c
e

p
te

d
, 

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 th

a
t y

o
u
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

u
b
lis

h
 

o
r re

le
a
se

 a
n
y p

ro
ce

e
d
in

g
s o

f th
e
 co

m
-

m
is

s
io

n
. 

Y
o
u
 d

id
, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, in

 a
s
s
o
c
ia

tio
n
 

w
ith

 a
n
o
th

e
r, p

u
b
lis

h
 a

 b
o
o
k
 a

n
d
 p

ro
-

v
id

e
 m

a
te

ria
l fo

r a
 'L

ife
' m

a
g

a
z
in

e
 a

rti-
c
le

 o
n
 th

e
 p

ro
c
e
e
d
in

g
s
 o

f th
e
 c

o
m

m
is

-
stvn

. D
o
 yo

u
 fe

e
l th

is w
a
s a

 vio
la

tio
n
 o

f 
yo

u
r a

g
re

e
m

e
n

t?
 

M
r. F

o
rd

: T
o
 m

y
 b

e
s
t re

c
o
lle

c
tio

n
, 

M
r. C

h
a
irm

a
n
, th

e
re

 w
a
s
 n

o
 s

u
c
h
 

a
g
re

e
m

e
n
t, b

u
t e

v
e
n
 if th

e
re

 w
a
s
, th

e
 

b
o
o
k
 th

a
t I p

u
b
lis

h
e
d
 in

 c
o
n
ju

n
c
tio

n
 

w
ith

 a
 m

e
m

b
e

r o
f m

y sta
ff . . . w

e
 w

ro
te

 
th

e
 b

o
o

k
, b

u
t w

e
 d

id
 n

o
t u

s
e

 in
 th

a
t 

b
o

o
k
 a

n
y
 m

a
te

ria
l o

th
e

r th
a

n
 th

e
 m

a
-

te
ria

l th
a

t w
a

s
 in

 th
e

 2
6

 v
o

lu
m

e
s
 o

f 
te

s
tim

o
n

y
 a

n
d

 e
x
h

ib
its

 th
a

t w
e

re
 s

u
b

-
s
e
q
u
e
n
tly

 m
a
d
e
 p

u
b
lic

 a
n
d
 s

o
ld

 to
 th

e
 

p
u

b
lic

 g
e

n
e

ra
lly

. 
T

he N
ational A

rchives declassified 
the top-secret January 27th m

eeting 
seven m

onths later, on June 12th, 1974, 
—

eight years after F
ord used the tran-

script in his ow
n book. 

—
R

.B
.K

 

C
lassifying executive sessions of the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission m
eant little to one 

of the com
m

ission m
em

bers, R
epre-

sentative G
erald F

ord, w
ho took the 

transcript of the January 27th m
eeting, 

b
lu

e-p
en

ciled
 all th

e p
arts o

f it th
at 

could have em
barrassed anyone and 

used it as a basis for the first chapter of 
his book about O

sw
ald, P

ortrait o
f th

e
 

A
ssa

ssin
. T

hen he lied about it in his 
confirm

ation hearings for vice-presi-
dent before the S

enate Judiciary C
om

-
m

ittee on N
ovem

ber 5th, 1973: 
T

h
e

 c
h

a
irm

a
n

: N
o

w
, M

r. F
o

rd
, it 

h
a

s b
e

e
n

 sta
te

d
 th

a
t a

s a
 m

e
m

b
e

r o
f th

e
 

v
• izy

 	
T

 T
 
C

A
L

 1
,1

1
, 

D
ulles has to give the com

m
ission a 

little lesson. "H
e ought not tell it under 

o
ath

. M
ay

b
e n

o
t tell it to

 h
is o

w
n
 

g
o

v
ern

m
en

t b
u

t w
o

u
ld

n
't tell it an

y
 

other w
ay." 

M
cC

lo
y
 say

s, "W
o
u
ld

n
't tell it to

 
his ow

n chief?" 
D

ulles says, "H
e m

ight or he m
ight 

not. If he w
as a bad one, he w

ouldn't." 
B

oggs m
ay have throw

n up his hands 
here. "W

hat you do is you ... m
ake our 

problem
 utterly im

possible because you 
-say this rum

or can't be dissipated under 
any circum

stances." 
D

ulles says, "I don't think it can, un-
less y

o
u
 b

eliev
e M

r. H
o
o
v
er, an

d
 so

 
forth and so on, w

hich probably,  m
ost 

of the people w
ill." 

F
urtherm

ore, H
oover m

ay have had 
a reaso

n
 to

 h
ire O

sw
ald

. "It is M
r. 

W
arren tries to sum

 up: "A
gencies 

do em
ploy undercover m

en w
ho are of 

terrible character." 
T

h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 im

m
ed

iately
 ag

rees 
w

ith
 W

arren
 is th

e o
n
e m

an
 o

n
 th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n
 w

h
o
 sh

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

. S
ay

s 
D

ulles, "T
erribly bad characters." 

R
an

k
in

 is im
p
atien

t w
ith

 all th
is. 

"W
o

u
ld

 it b
e accep

tab
le to

 g
o

 to
 M

r. 
H

o
o
v
er," say

s R
an

k
in

, "an
d
 tell h

im
 

about the situation and that w
e w

ould 
like to go ahead and find out w

hat w
e 

could about these—
" 

"W
ell, L

ee," in
terru

p
ts W

arren
, "I 

w
o

u
ld

n
't b

e in
 fav

o
r o

f g
o

in
g

 to
 an

y
 

agency and saying, 'W
e w

ould like to 
do this.' I think w

e ought to know
 w

hat 
w

e are going to do and do it, and take 
our chances one w

ay or the other. T
he 

m
ost fair thing to do w

ould be to try to  

area to
 lo

o
k
 in

. "S
o
m

eo
n
e," h

e co
n
-

cedes, "m
ight have done it w

ithout au-
thority. T

he C
IA

 has no charter to hire 
an

y
b

o
d

y
 fo

r th
is k

in
d

 o
f w

o
rk

 in
 th

e 
U

nited S
tates. It has abroad, that is the 

distinction. B
ut the C

IA
 has no charter. 

I d
o

n
't say

 it co
u

ld
n

't p
o

ssib
ly

 h
av

e 
done it but it has no charter of authority 
to run this kind of agent in the U

nited 
S

ta
te

s." , 
W

as the C
IA

 involved w
ith O

sw
ald? 

T
here is reason to believe that the C

IA
 

perform
ed its ow

n unpublicized investi-
gation on O

sw
ald after the assassina-

tion. Y
et there's little on the record of 

w
h

at th
e C

IA
 to

ld
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
-

m
ission. 
T

his is serious business and M
cC

loy 
lodges the first open com

plaint about 
the situation: "I w

ould think the tim
e is  

alternatives," says R
ussell. "O

ne is w
e 

can just accept the F
B

I's report and go 
on and w

rite the report based on their 
findings and supported by the raw

 m
a-

terials they haye given us, or else w
e 

can
 g

o
 an

d
 try

 to
 ru

n
 d

o
w

n
 so

m
e o

f 
these collateral rum

ors that have just 
not been dealt w

ith directly in this raw
 

m
aterial that w

e have." 
T

he m
em

bers seem
 inclined to w

ant 
to go beyond the F

B
I. B

ut then M
cC

loy 
points out that som

e "sheet" he has in 
front of him

 (judging from
 a prior ref-

erence, it is probably a copy of H
arold 

F
eldm

an's probing article in the N
a
-

tio
n
, "O

sw
ald

 an
d
 th

e F
B

I," Jan
u
ary

 
2
7
th

, 1
9
6
4
) "is d

esig
n
ed

 to
 b

e an
 at-

tack on the F
B

I." S
ays M

cC
loy, "W

e 
don't w

ant to be in the position of at-
tacking the F

B
I." 

W
ith

 th
is, th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 d

o
es a 

quick about-face. F
orgetting their only 

client, truth, the com
m

issioners agree 
that none of them

 w
ants to attack the 

F
B

I. T
hey decide on a "m

arriage" of 
S

enator R
ussell's tw

o alternatives: T
hey 

end up resolving to ask H
oover about 

the relationship betw
een O

sw
ald and 

the F
B

I and to perform
 their ow

n inde- 
pendent investigation. 	

- 
B

ut the com
m

ission did very little in-
dependent investigation. E

quating that 
w

ith an attack on the F
B

I, the com
m

is-
sion let the F

B
I investigate itself. 

R
ankin thought this w

as pretty con-
troversial m

aterial. H
e confiscated the 

sten
o
g
rap

h
ers' n

o
tes o

f th
e Jan

u
ary

 
22nd m

eeting—
and they rem

ain sealed 
to this day. R

ankin specifically request-
ed no stenotypist at all for the January 
24th m

eeting w
ith the T

exas officials 
and filed an affidavit w

ith Judge G
er-

hard G
esell's court in W

ashington in 
1974 (w

hen H
arold W

eisberg w
as suing 

to see the transcript) saying he had in-
struction from

 the W
arren C

om
m

ission 
to keep the January 27th m

eeting under 
a to

p
-secret classificatio

n
. W

eisb
erg

 
says there's nothing in any com

m
ission 

record to support R
ankin. 

[T
h
e
 tra

n
s
c
rip

t o
f th

e
 J

a
n
. 2

7
th

 m
e
e
tin

g
 

is
 re

p
rin

te
d

 in
 W

e
is

b
e

rg
 a

n
d

 L
e

s
a

r's
 

W
hitew

ash IV
, 

$
6

.2
5

 fro
m

 H
. W

e
is

-

b
e
rg

, R
te

. 8
, F

re
d
e
ric

k
, M

d
.'2

1
7
0
1
.1

 



U
P

I 

T
he B

elin C
onnection 

P
resident F

ord's choice of D
avid W

. 
B

elin, an alum
nus of the W

arren C
om

-
m

ission an
d
 ch

airm
an

 o
f L

aw
y
ers fo

r 
N

ixon-A
gnew

 in 1968, as executive di-
recto

r o
f th

e R
o

ck
efeller C

o
m

m
issio

n
's 

"b
lu

e rib
b
o
n
 p

an
el" m

ay
 b

e a tip
-o

ff o
f 

th
e lim

its F
o
rd

 an
d
 R

o
ck

efeller in
ten

d
-

ed
 to

 p
lace o

n
 th

e in
q
u
iry

. 

F
ew

 staffers on the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sio

n
 seem

 as o
p
en

 to
 q

u
estio

n
 as D

av
id

 
B

elin. In 1971, S
ylvia M

eagher, one of 
the m

ost respected W
arren C

om
m

ission 
critics, ch

arg
ed

 th
at B

elin
 su

b
o
rn

ed
 th

e 
p
erju

ry
 o

f an
 im

p
o
rtan

t w
itn

ess in
 D

al-
las w

hen the w
itness's testim

ony seem
ed 

h
elp

fu
l to

 a co
m

m
issio

n
 strain

in
g
 to

 
find som

eone w
ho could place L

ee H
ar-

v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r o

f th
e 

T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository. 
T

h
e w

itn
ess w

q
 C

h
arles G

iv
en

s, a 
m

an
 w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 an

 alib
i w

it-
n
ess fo

r O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 O

sw
ald

 liv
ed

 to
 

_ 	
1G

-11 T
 

S
y
lv

ia M
eag

h
er fo

u
n
d
 it in

 1
9
6
8
. 

M
rs. M

e
a
g
h
e
r m

a
d
e
 h

e
r c

h
a
rg

e
s 

a
b
o
u
t B

e
lin

 in
 a

n
 issu

e
 o

f th
e
 T

exas 
O

bserver 
a
n
d
 th

e
 

O
bserver's 

ed
ito

rs 
p
rin

ted
 B

elin
's an

sw
er in

 th
e sam

e is-
su

e, ch
aracterizin

g
 it as "th

e slick
, ir-

relev
an

t rep
ly

 o
f a law

y
er w

h
o
 d

o
esn

't 
h
a
v
e
 m

u
c
h
 o

f a
 d

e
fe

n
se

 to
 p

re
se

n
t." 

B
elin

 sim
p

ly
 ig

n
o

red
 th

e ch
arg

es m
ad

e 
b
y
 M

rs. M
eag

h
er, ch

o
o
sin

g
 in

stead
 to

 
assu

re th
e read

ers th
at h

e w
as an

 h
o
n
o
r-

ab
le m

an
 an

d
 o

p
p
o
sed

 to
 th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar. H

e th
reaten

ed
 so

m
ed

ay
 to

 w
rite 

a b
o
o
k
 ex

p
o
sin

g
 "th

e d
isto

rtio
n
s an

d
 

o
m

issio
n
s o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 sen

sa-
tio

n
alists." 

In
 1

9
7
3
, Q

u
ad

ran
g
le B

o
o
k
s (o

w
n
ed

 
b
y
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk T

im
es) h

elp
ed

 B
elin

 
m

ak
e g

o
o
d
 o

n
 th

e th
reat an

d
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 

h
is su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 d

efin
itiv

e rep
ly

 to
 th

e 
c
ritic

s
, N

o
v
e
m

b
e
r 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
: Y

o
u
 A

re
 

th
e
 J

u
ry

. T
h
e b

o
o
k
 is a reh

ash
 o

f th
e 

w
n
rren

 
R

e
n
n
rt. re

v
e
a
lin

g
 little th

at is 

R
O

L
L

IN
G

 S
T

O
N

E
, A

P
R

IL
 2

4
, 1

9
7
5
 

III. T
H

E
 S

E
R

IO
U

S
 C

R
IT

IC
S

 A
N

D
 

T
H

E
IR

 N
E

W
 E

V
ID

E
N

C
E

 

T
hough R

ankin tried to hide the m
a-

terial, so
m

e critics m
an

ag
ed

 to
 d

ig
 it 

o
u
t. T

h
ey

 learn
ed

 to
 fin

d
 th

eir w
ay

 
aro

u
n
d
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es, th
ey

 
studied the com

m
ission's w

orking pa-
p
ers, co

m
p
ared

 d
rafts o

f th
e rep

o
rt's 

chapters and exam
ined internal m

em
os 

am
ong the com

m
ission staffers and let-

ters b
etw

een
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 an

d
 

the F
B

I. 
P

aul H
och is one of these critics, a 

young m
an w

ho got his P
h.D

. in high-
energy physics in 1974 from

 the U
ni-

versity of C
alifornia, now

 laying aside 
his physics research to w

ork on a book 
w

hich codifies evidence he has gathered 
through m

ost of his student years. In 
the book (T

he O
sw

ald P
apers: T

he F
B

I 
versus the W

arren C
om

m
ission, still un-

finished) H
och show

s how
 H

oover vol-
unteered inform

ation to the com
m

is-
sio

n
 o

n
ly

 w
h
en

 n
ecessary

, tried
 to

 
define the inform

ant relationship out of 
existence, declined to answ

er substan-
tiv

e q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e b
asis o

f th
e 

F
B

I's relationship to both L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald and Jack R

uby and presented 
flatly contradictory explanations to the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission w

ithout flinching. 
H

och's highly docum
ented and read-

able story show
s how

 the com
m

ission 
knew

 H
oover w

as hiding som
ething—

an
d
 h

o
w

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 let h

im
 g

et 
aw

ay
 w

ith
 it, "at co

n
sid

erab
le co

st," 
co

n
clu

d
es H

o
ch

, "to
 th

e in
teg

rity
 o

f 
the investigation." 

T
he best of the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

critics are as serious as H
och and their 

nam
es m

ay w
ell go dow

n som
e day on 

an
 h

o
n
o
r ro

ll o
f th

o
se w

h
o
 cared

 
enough to get involved: V

incent S
al-

andria, H
arold W

eisberg, S
ylvia M

eag-
her, Josiah T

hom
pson, E

dw
ard Jay E

p- . 
stein, D

avid L
ifton, L

illian C
astellano, 

F
red

 N
ew

co
m

b
, P

erry
 A

d
am

s, R
ay

 
M

arcus, M
arjorie F

ield, S
hirley M

ar-
tin, M

ary F
errell, R

ichard P
opkin, B

ill 
T

urner, R
ichard S

prague and the early 
M

a
rt- I ..rs

o
 

governm
ent to exam

ine the assassina-
tion evidence at the N

ational A
rchives. 

T
rouble is, he reported in A

ugust 1972, 
th

e p
resid

en
t's b

rain
 is m

issin
g
 fro

m
 

th
e m

ed
ico

-leg
al ex

h
ib

its at th
e A

r-
ch

iv
es. S

o
 are certain

 im
p
o
rtan

t sk
in

 
sectio

n
s tak

en
 fro

m
 th

e p
o
in

t w
h
ere 

bullets w
ere supposed to have entered 

th
e scalp

 an
d
 u

p
p
er b

ack
 o

f JF
K

. S
o
 

are p
h
o
to

s o
f th

e sectio
n
s. N

ev
erth

e-
less, even w

ithout the m
issing m

aterials, 
D

r. W
echt concludes that the physical 

ev
id

en
ce w

h
ich

 h
e h

as ex
am

in
ed

 
doesn't support the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sio
n
's fin

d
in

g
s. "M

o
re th

an
 o

n
e p

er-
so

n
," h

e say
s, "w

as in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

shooting of P
resident K

ennedy." 
W

echt says he bases his conclusion 
o
n
 an

 an
aly

sis o
f th

e fam
o
u
s sin

g
le 

b
u
llet (C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

x
h
ib

it 3
9
9
) 

w
h
ich

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 said

 
w

as supposed to have entered the right 
sid

e o
f th

e p
resid

en
t's b

ack
, co

u
rsed

 
through the upperm

ost portions of the 
thorax and m

ediastinum
 and em

erged 
just over the knot of the president's tie 
—

then entered the right side of G
ov-

ern
o

r C
o

n
n

ally
's b

ack
 (b

reak
in

g
 h

is 
right fifth rib), em

erged from
 his chest, 

sh
attered

 a b
o
n
e in

 h
is w

rist an
d
 en

-
tered

 h
is left th

ig
h
. A

fter all th
is th

e 
b
u
llet h

ad
 o

n
ly

 lo
st tw

o
 g

rain
s fro

m
 

its o
rig

in
al w

eig
h
t an

d
, said

 W
ech

t, 
the upger tw

o centim
eters of the bullet 

"show
 no grossly visible deform

ities, 
areas of m

utilation, loss of substance 
o
r an

y
 k

in
d
 o

f sig
n
ifican

t scath
in

g
." 

T
h
ere is o

n
e sm

all p
iece th

at w
as re-

M
oved from

 the bullet's jacket by an 
F

B
I agent "for spectrographic analysis" 

(w
hich analysis m

ight show
 that JF

K
 

and C
onnally w

ere not hit by the sam
e 

bullet). 
F

urtherm
ore, says W

echt, there w
as 

som
ething strange about the trajectory 

of that bullet from
 the sixth floor of the 

T
exas S

chool B
ook D

epository. It w
as 

supposed to have been traveling dow
n-

w
ard

 an
d
 p

assin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 JF

K
 fro

m
 

right to left. It should, therefore, have 
m

issed G
overnor C

onnally com
pletely. 

I In
fie

r
 
th

e W
a
rren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
's h

y
- 



the lim
its F

ord and R
ockefeller intend-

ed to place on the inquiry. 

F
ew

 staffers on the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion seem

 as open to question as D
avid 

B
elin. In 1971, S

ylvia M
eagher, one of 

the m
ost respected W

arren C
om

m
ission 

critics, ch
arg

ed
 th

at B
elin

 su
b
o
rn

ed
 th

e 

p
erju

ry
 o

f an
 im

p
o
rtan

t w
itn

ess in
 D

al-

las w
hen the w

itness's testim
ony seem

ed 

h
elp

fu
l to

 a co
m

m
issio

n
 strain

in
g
 to

 

find som
eone w

ho could place L
ee H

ar-

v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r o

f th
e 

T
ex

as S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. 

T
h
e w

itn
ess w

as C
h
arles G

iv
en

s, a 

m
an

 w
h
o
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 an

 alib
i w

it-

n
ess fo

r O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 O

sw
ald

 liv
ed

 to
 

sta
n
d
 tria

l. F
o
r G

iv
e
n
s to

ld
 th

e
 F

B
I 

sh
o
rtly

 after th
e assassin

atio
n
 th

at h
e 

h
ad

 last seen
 O

sw
ald

 o
n
 th

e first flo
o
r 

o
f th

e B
o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 ab

o
u
t 3

0
 m

in
-

u
tes b

efO
re 

th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
. G

rad
u
ally

, 
G

ivens changed his story (the F
B

I had 
quoted a D

allas police lieutenant to the 
effect th

at h
e th

o
u
g
h
t G

iv
en

s w
o
u
ld

 
change his story for m

oney) and by the 
tim

e B
elin

 to
o
k
 G

iv
en

s's testim
o
n
y
 fo

r 

th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
, G

iv
en

s w
as 

say
in

g
 h

e last saw
 O

sw
ald

 o
n
 th

e six
th

 

flo
o
r o

f th
e B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
, n

o
t th

e 

first. 
W

ith
 th

e o
rig

in
al F

B
I in

terv
iew

 in
 

fro
n
t o

f h
im

, B
elin

 w
as n

o
t ab

o
u
t to

 

lo
o
k
 a g

ift h
o
rse in

 th
e m

o
u
th

; w
h
en

 h
e 

h
eard

 G
iv

en
s's rev

ised
 acco

u
n
t, B

elin
 

d
id

 n
o
t cro

ss-ex
am

in
e G

iv
en

s to
 d

eter-

m
in

e w
h
y
 G

iv
en

s's sto
ry

. h
ad

 ch
an

g
ed

. 

In
ste

a
d
, h

e
 w

e
n
t a

h
e
a
d
 a

n
d
, in

 th
e
 

ch
ap

ter o
f th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt h

e co
-

d
rafted

, u
sed

 th
e n

ew
er v

ersio
n
 as th

e 

co
m

m
issio

n
's o

n
ly

 ev
id

en
ce th

at O
s-

w
ald

 w
as o

n
 th

e six
th

 flo
o
r. (T

h
e sec-

tio
n
 is a

sse
rtiv

e
ly

 title
d
 "O

sw
a
ld

's 

P
resen

ce o
n
 th

e S
ix

th
 F

lo
o
r A

p
p
ro

x
i-

m
ately

 3
5
 M

in
u
tes b

efo
re th

e A
ssassi-

n
atio

n
.") 

A
n
d
 w

h
at ab

o
u
t th

e o
rig

in
al F

B
I re-

p
o
rt, w

h
o
se

 e
x
iste

n
c
e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 

h
elp

ed
 im

p
each

 th
e G

iv
en

s testim
o
n
y
? 

S
im

p
le. T

h
e p

ap
erw

o
rk

 w
as h

an
d
led

 so
 

th
at th

e F
B

I rep
o
rt w

as ex
clu

d
ed

 fro
m

 

th
e 2

6
 v

o
lu

m
es o

f ev
id

en
ce p

u
b
lish

ed
 

tw
o
 m

o
n
th

s after th
e W

arren
 R

ep
o
rt. 

In
stead

, th
is F

B
I rep

o
rt w

as ro
u
ted

 d
i-

rectly
 to

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

rch
iv

es, w
h
ere 

it rem
ain

ed
 classified

 fo
r sev

eral y
ears. 

relev
an

t rep
ly

 o
f a law

y
er w

h
o
 d

o
esn

't 

h
av

e m
u
ch

 o
f a d

efen
se to

 p
resen

t." 

B
elin

 sim
p
ly

 ig
n
o
red

 th
e ch

arg
es m

ad
e 

b
y
 M

rs. M
eag

h
er, ch

o
o
sin

g
 in

stead
 to

 

assure the readers that he w
as an honor-

ab
le m

an
 an

d
 o

p
p
o
sed

 to
 th

e V
ietn

am
 

w
ar. H

e th
reaten

ed
 so

m
ed

ay
 to

 w
rite 

a b
o
o
k
 ex

p
o
sin

g
 "th

e d
isto

rtio
n
s an

d
 

o
m

issio
n
s o

f th
e assassin

atio
n
 sen

sa-

tio
n
alists." 

In
 1

9
7
3
, Q

u
ad

ran
g
le B

o
o
k
s (o

w
n
ed

 

b
y
 th

e N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

e
s
) helped B

elin 

m
ak

e g
o
o
d
 o

n
 th

e th
reat an

d
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 

h
is su

p
p
o
sed

ly
 d

efin
itiv

e rep
ly

 to
 th

e 

critics, N
o
v
e
m

b
e
r 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
: Y

o
u
 A

re
 

th
e
 J

u
ry

. T
h
e b

o
o
k
 is a reh

ash
 o

f th
e 

W
arren R

eport, revealing little that is 
n
ew

 o
th

er th
an

 B
elin

's p
o
o
r critical 

judgm
ent in evaluating evidence. H

e in-
cludes G

ivens's testim
ony as if no one 

h
ad

 ev
er ch

allen
g
ed

 its v
eracity

. H
e 

om
its m

ention of all W
arren critics ex-

cep
t E

d
w

ard
 Jay

 E
p
stein

 an
d
 M

ark
 

L
ane. H

e doesn't give S
ylvia M

eagher 
so m

uch as a footnote. A
nd he presents 

evidence of his ow
n know

ing bungling 
of another m

atter in D
allas, the shoot-

in
g
 o

f D
allas p

o
licem

an
 J.D

. T
ip

p
it. 

T
o
 a w

itn
ess o

f th
e T

ip
p
it sh

o
o
tin

g
, 

B
elin displayed w

hat he thought then 
w

as a jacket left at the scene by T
ippit's 

k
iller. "Y

eah
," said

 th
e w

itn
ess, "I 

w
ould say this looks just like it." 
If it w

a
s th

e jack
et, th

at w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 

b
een

 rath
er cu

rio
u
s. B

elin
 h

ad
 m

ad
e a 

m
ista

k
e
, m

ix
in

g
 u

p
 T

ip
p
it's k

ille
r's . 

jack
et (w

h
ich

 w
as g

ray
) w

ith
 a b

lu
e 

jack
et ly

in
g
 o

n
 a stack

 o
f o

fficial ex
- . 

h
ib

its, a jack
et b

elo
n
g
in

g
 to

 O
sw

ald
 

th
at h

ad
 b

een
 fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e B

o
o
k
 D

e-

p
o
sito

ry
. N

o
 m

atter. B
elin

 co
u
ld

 fix
 

th
at. H

e ch
an

g
ed

 th
e ex

h
ib

it n
u
m

b
er in

 

h
is b

o
o
k
 to

 m
a
k
e
 it a

p
p
e
a
r th

a
t th

e
 

w
itn

ess h
ad

 id
en

tified
 th

e rig
h
t jack

et, 

th
at is, th

e jack
et left at th

e scen
e o

f 

th
e T

ip
p
it k

illin
g
. 

A
 sm

a
ll m

a
tte

r?
 P

e
rh

a
p
s. B

u
t it 

show
s that B

elin is just the kind of m
an 

n
eed

ed
 to

 co
m

e u
p
 w

ith
 a p

reo
rd

ain
ed

 

v
erd

ict o
n
 th

e C
IA

. 
—

Je
rry P

o
lico

fJ 

J
e
rry

 P
o
lic

o
fJ

 is
 a

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 a
d
m

a
n
 

w
h
o
 h

a
s
 d

e
v
o
te

d
 m

u
c
h
 o

f h
is

 s
p
a
re

 

tim
e
 to

 a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 re

se
a
rch

. 

an
d
 h

o
w

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 let h

im
 g

et 

aw
ay

 w
ith

 it, "at co
n
sid

erab
le co

st," 

co
n
clu

d
es H

o
ch

, "to
 th

e in
teg

rity
 o

f 
th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
." 

T
h
e b

est o
f th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 

critics are as serio
u
s as H

o
ch

 an
d
 th

eir 
n
am

es m
ay

 w
ell g

o
 d

o
w

n
 so

m
e d

ay
 o

n
 

a
n
 h

o
n
o
r ro

ll o
f th

o
se

 w
h
o
 c

a
re

d
 

en
o
u
g
h
 to

 g
et in

v
o
lv

ed
: V

in
cen

t S
al-

andria, H
arold W

eisberg, S
ylvia M

eag-
her, Josiah T

hom
pson, E

dw
ard Jay E

p-

stein
, D

av
id

 L
ifto

n
, L

illian
 C

astellan
o
, 

F
red

 N
ew

co
m

b
, P

erry
 A

d
am

s, R
ay

 
M

arcu
s, M

arjo
rie F

ield
, S

h
irley

 M
ar-

tin
, M

ary
 F

errell, R
ich

ard
 P

o
p
k
in

, B
ill 

T
u
rn

er, R
ich

ard
 S

p
rag

u
e an

d
 th

e early
 

M
ark

 L
an

e. 
A

m
o
n
g
 th

e m
o
st im

p
o
rtan

t critics 

still h
ard

 at w
o
rk

 an
d
 m

ak
in

g
 n

ew
 co

n
-

trib
u
tio

n
s are: 

• 
B

ernard F
ensterw

ald, a successful 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 D

.C
. law

y
er, w

h
o
 o

u
t o

f 
h
is o

w
n
 w

ell-h
ab

erd
ash

ered
 p

o
ck

et, 

fin
an

ces th
e activ

ities o
f so

m
eth

in
g
 h

e 
calls th

e C
o
m

m
ittee to

 In
v
estig

ate A
s-

sassin
atio

n
s, a lo

o
se co

n
fed

eratio
n
 o

f 

citizen
S

 w
h
o
se w

o
rry

 ab
o
u
t th

e assas-
sin

atio
n
 o

f tw
o
 K

en
n
ed

y
s an

d
 a K

in
g
 

w
as o

n
ce sig

n
alized

 b
y
 th

e flag
 th

ey
 

printed on their m
etered m

ailings: W
H

O
 

IS
 K

IL
L

IN
G

 O
U

R
 L

E
A

D
E

R
S

? F
ensterw

ald 

h
elp

ed
 set u

p
 a sp

ecial assassin
atio

n
 

arch
iv

e at G
eo

rg
eto

w
n
 U

n
iv

ersity
 an

d
 

w
as th

e ch
ief h

o
n
ch

o
 fo

r a co
n
feren

ce 
at G

eorgetow
n on the tenth anniversary 

o
f JF

K
's assassin

atio
n
. W

ith
 atto

rn
ey

 

Jam
es L

esar, h
e is h

an
d
lin

g
 leg

al ap
-

p
eals fo

r Jam
es E

arl R
ay

, h
av

in
g
 b

een
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t in

to
 th

e R
ay

 case b
y
 H

aro
ld

 

W
eisb

erg
. T

h
o
u
g
h
 F

en
sterw

ald
 h

as 

av
o
id

ed
 en

tan
g
lin

g
 h

is assassin
atio

n
 

co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ries w

ith
 th

e R
ay

 case, 

W
eisberg says that w

as the strategy be-
h
in

d
 th

e m
o
v
e to

 g
et a n

ew
 trial fo

r 

R
ay. "If w

e w
alk R

ay, then the govern-
m

en
t w

ill h
av

e to
 fin

d
 D

r. K
in

g
's real 

k
illers." T

h
is seem

s to
 b

e th
e co

m
m

it-
tee's b

asic th
ru

st: to
 p

u
sh

 th
e g

o
v
ern

-
m

en
t to

 fin
d
 th

e real k
illers—

o
f JF

K
„, 

M
L

K
, R

F
K

. 
• 

D
r. C

y
ril H

. W
ech

t, co
ro

n
er o

f 
A

lleg
h
en

y
 C

o
u
n
ty

 (P
ittsb

u
rg

h
) an

d
 d

i-
recto

r o
f th

e In
stitu

te o
f F

o
ren

sic S
ci-

-en
ces at D

u
q
u
esn

e U
n
iv

ersity
, is th

e 

first p
ath

o
lo

g
ist o

u
tsid

e th
e fed

eral 

areas o
f m

u
tilatio

n
, lo

ss o
f su

b
stan

ce 
o
r an

y
 k

in
d
 o

f sig
n
ifican

t scath
in

g
." 

T
h
ere is o

n
e sm

all p
iece th

at w
as re-

m
o
v
ed

 fro
m

 th
e b

u
llet's jack

et b
y
 an

 

F
B

I agent "for spectrographic analysis" 
(w

h
ich

 an
aly

sis m
ig

h
t sh

o
w

 th
at JF

K
 

an
d
 C

o
n
n
ally

 w
ere n

o
t h

it b
y
 th

e sam
e 

b
u
llet). 
F

u
rth

erm
o
re, say

s W
ech

t, th
ere w

as 
so

m
eth

in
g
 stran

g
e ab

o
u
t th

e trajecto
ry

 

of that bullet from
 the sixth floor of the 

T
ex

as S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
. It w

as 
supposed to have been traveling dow

n-
w

ard
 an

d
 p

assin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 JF

K
 fro

m
 

rig
h
t to

 left. It sh
o
u
ld

, th
erefo

re, h
av

e 

m
issed G

overnor C
onnally com

pletely. 
U

n
d
er th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
's h

y
-

p
o
th

esis th
e b

u
llet m

ay
 h

av
e m

ad
e an

 

acu
te an

g
u
lar tu

rn
 in

 m
id

air. W
ech

t 
b
eliev

es a seco
n
d
 assassin

 m
ay

 h
av

e 
b
een

 firin
g
 at JF

K
 fro

m
 th

e, rear, p
o
s-

sib
ly

 ev
en

 fro
m

 th
e fro

n
t, b

u
t h

e say
s 

h
e can

n
o
t k

n
o
w

 fo
r su

re u
n
til h

e ex
-

am
in

es_
th

e m
aterials th

at are m
issin

g
. 

• 
R

o
b
ert G

ro
d
en

, a y
o
u
n
g
 ex

p
ert 

in
 o

p
tics fro

m
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

, h
as 

m
a
g
n
ifie

d
 th

e
 c

e
n
tra

l p
a
rt o

f e
a
c
h
 

fram
e o

f th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 an
d
 p

ro
-

d
u
ced

 w
h
at h

e calls a refram
ed

 co
p
y
. 

T
h
e resu

lt is lik
e a n

ew
 film

 o
f th

e 

assassin
atio

n
, m

ad
e th

ro
u
g
h
 a zo

o
m

 
len

s, w
ith

 m
u
ch

 o
f th

e jig
g
le rem

o
v
ed

. 

N
o
w

, ev
en

 m
o
re stark

ly
 th

an
 b

efo
re, 

to
 th

e lay
 o

b
serv

er at least, it ap
p
ears 

th
at th

e sh
o
t w

h
ich

 to
o
k
 o

ff th
e to

p
 

o
f th

e p
resid

en
t's h

ead
 an

d
 sp

lattered
 

tw
o
 trailin

g
 p

o
lice m

o
to

rcy
cles cam

e 
fro

m
 th

e fro
n
t. T

h
e p

resid
en

t's h
ead

 

clearly snaps back and to the left. M
rs. 

K
en

n
ed

y
's d

escrip
tio

n
 o

f th
e p

resid
en

t 
at th

at m
o
m

en
t w

as d
eleted

 fro
m

 h
er 

testim
o
n
y
 as p

u
b
lish

ed
 b

y
 th

e W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
, b

u
t h

er actu
al w

o
rd

s, re-
leased by the A

rchives in 1972, m
ay be 

sig
n
ifican

t h
ere: "I w

as try
in

g
 to

 h
o
ld

 

h
is h

air o
n
. B

u
t fro

m
 th

e fro
n
t th

ere 
w

as nothing. I suppose there M
ust have 

been. B
ut from

 the back you could see, 

y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

, y
o
u
 w

ere try
in

g
 to

 h
o
ld

 h
is 

hair on and his skull on." 
G

ro
d
en

, w
h
'o

 reco
n
stitu

ted
 th

e Z
ap

-
ruder film

 from
 a pirated copy belong-

ing to T
im

e Inc., has had his film
 show

n 

recen
tly

 o
n
 scattered

 T
V

 statio
n
s all 

o
v
er th

e U
.S

. an
d
 C

an
ad

a. A
cco

rd
in

g
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L
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to
 G

ro
d
en

, h
is b

lo
w

u
p
 sh

o
w

s n
o
t o

n
ly

 
th

at P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 w

as k
illed

 b
y
 

a sh
o
t fro

m
 th

e fro
n
t (arid

 th
erefo

re 
fro

m
 a

 sh
o
t o

n
 o

r n
e
a
r th

e
 g

ra
ssy

 
knoll); it also show

s the riflem
an stand-

in
g
 th

ere o
n
 th

e g
rassy

 k
n
o
ll h

o
ld

in
g
 

the rifle up in the air as the presidential 
car d

isap
p
ears th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e railro
ad

 
underpass. 

In
terestin

g
ly

 en
o
u
g
h
, w

h
en

 G
ro

d
en

 
sh

o
w

ed
 th

is film
 at B

ern
ard

 F
en

ster-
w

ald
's h

o
m

e in
 N

o
v

em
b

er 1
9

7
3

, n
ei-

ther he nor anyone else m
ade any m

en-
tion of a riflem

an on the knoll. G
roden 

say
s it w

asn
't u

n
til Jan

itary
 1

9
7
4
 th

at  

h
e started

 scan
n

in
g

 th
e last lg

 fram
es 

o
f h

is Z
ap

ru
d
er film

 an
d
.th

en
 b

eg
an

 to
 

see that w
hat he thought w

as the w
heel 

w
ell o

f th
e p

resid
en

tial L
in

co
ln

 w
asn

't 
the w

heel w
ell at all, but the riflem

an—
"b

ecau
se th

e car w
as m

o
v
in

g
 fo

rw
ard

 
an

d
 th

e 'w
h

eel w
ell' w

as m
o

v
in

g
 b

ack
-

w
ard

." 
• 

D
av

id
 L

ifto
n
 is an

 en
g
in

eerin
g
-

physics graduate of C
ornell and a drop-

out from
 graduate school at U

C
L

A
 w

ho 
o
u
g
h
t to

 h
av

e th
ree d

o
cto

rates b
y
 n

o
w

 
in the disciplines he has picked up dur-
in

g
 ten

 y
ears o

f w
o
rk

 o
n
 th

e assassin
a-

tio
n
: h

isto
ry

, p
o
litical scien

ce an
d
 h

is- 

toriography (a study of the w
ay history 

is w
ritten). In 1967 L

ifton did a 30,000-
w

o
rd

 an
aly

sis (w
ith

 D
av

id
 W

elsh
) it? 

R
am

parts w
hich argued that there w

ere 
three assassins firing in D

ealey P
laza on 

N
ovem

ber 22i1d, 1963. 
In

 1
9
6
8
, sh

o
rtly

 after m
o
st o

f th
e 

tran
scrip

ts o
f th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 

executive sessions w
ere declassified, L

if-
to

n
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 th

em
 p

riv
ately

 as D
ocu-

m
ent A

ddendum
 to the W

arren R
eport. 

L
ifton has served as a consultant to D

r. 
C

y
ril W

ech
t an

d
 it w

as h
e w

h
o
 p

ro
-

v
id

ed
 ih

e p
ro

d
u
cers o

f E
xecutive A

c-
tion w

ith the docum
entary record w

hich  

supported that m
ovie's attem

pt to prove 
h
o
w

 sev
eral assassin

atio
n
 team

s m
ig

h
t 

h
av

e w
o
rk

ed
 in

 D
allas. L

ifto
n
 is a 3

5
- 

y
ear-o

ld
 b

ach
elo

r w
h
o
se B

ren
tw

o
o
d
 

ap
artm

en
t h

as 2
2
 filin

g
 d

raw
ers o

n
 th

e 
assassination. 

L
ifto

n
 h

as a w
o

rk
 in

 p
ro

g
ress w

h
ich

 
ch

allen
g
es th

e au
th

en
ticity

 o
f th

e ev
i-

d
en

ce o
n
 w

h
ich

 th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
 b

ased
 its m

ajo
r fin

d
in

g
s. 

• 
G

eo
rg

e O
'T

o
o
le, a fo

rm
er co

m
-

p
u
ter an

aly
st fo

r th
e C

IA
, h

as tu
rn

ed
 

to a new
 technological tool as an im

por-
tan

t ad
ju

n
ct in

 h
is assassin

atio
n
 re- 

search
. T

h
e to

o
l is 	

_ 
[C

on'. on 37] 

T
he M

ystery T
ram

ps in D
isguise? 

A
d

d
 D

ick
 G

reg
o

ry
, th

e co
m

ed
ian

 
turned activist, to a long list of assassi-
n
atio

n
 b

u
ffs w

h
o
'v

e b
een

 sleu
th

in
g
 

aro
u
n
d
 w

ith
 a set o

f p
h
o
to

s tak
en

 b
y
 

th
ree p

ress p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ers at D

allas, 
N

o
v
em

b
er 2

2
n
d
, 1

9
6
3
. 

T
h

e p
h

o
to

s sh
o

w
 th

ree m
en

, sh
o

rt, 
m

ed
iu

m
 an

d
 tall, b

ein
g

 led
 th

ro
u

g
h

 
D

ealey P
laza by tw

o D
allas policem

en 
to

 th
e D

allas C
o
u
n
ty

 S
h
eriff's O

ffice. 
T

h
e co

p
s released

 th
e m

en
 w

ith
o
u
t, 

apparently, getting their nam
es. "T

hey 
w

ere just tram
ps," the policem

en w
ere 

su
p

p
o

sed
 to

 h
av

e said
, "an

d
 w

e let 
'em

 go." 
F

or years, buffs looking for "the real 
k
illers o

f JF
K

" h
av

e b
een

 try
in

g
 to

 
identify the tram

ps. R
ichard S

prague, 
a co

m
p
u

ter scien
tist fro

m
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
and form

er board m
em

ber of the C
om

-
m

ittee to Investigate A
ssassinations, has 

m
aintained that one of the tram

ps is a 
M

in
u
tem

an
 fro

m
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 D

.C
. 

n
am

ed
 F

red
 L

ee C
rism

an
. S

p
rag

u
e 

d
u
b
b
ed

 th
e tram

p
 o

f m
ed

iu
m

 h
eig

h
t 

"F
renchy" and it w

as S
prague w

ho fed 
R

am
parts and the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es the 
intelligence that "F

renchy" bore a star-
tling resem

blance to a w
idely circulated 

police sketch of a m
an w

anted for the 
assassin

atio
n
 o

f M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 

in 1968.  

taken in 1963, w
hen H

unt w
as 45, and 

the short tram
p looks at least 55. S

om
e 

facial features of the tall tram
p appear 

to
 b

ear so
m

e sim
ilarity

 to
 S

tu
rg

is's, 
th

e sh
ap

e o
f th

e n
o

se an
d

 ch
in

 m
o

st 
particularly. B

ut the gestalt is different. 
T

he tall tram
p is obviously N

ordic and 
S

tu
rg

is is o
b
v
io

u
sly

 L
atin

. F
u
rth

er-
m

o
re

, th
e
re

 is a
 g

re
a
t d

isp
a
rity

 in
 

h
eig

h
t b

etw
een

 th
e tall an

d
 th

e sh
o
rt 

tram
p
s. T

h
e tall tram

p
 seem

s to
 b

e at 
least eig

h
t in

ch
es taller th

an
 th

e sh
o
rt 

one. S
turgis seem

s to be no m
ore than 

tw
o
 o

r th
ree in

ch
es taller th

an
 H

u
n
t. 

T
o the buffs w

anting to believe, how
-

ever, the photos w
ere too good to drop. 

T
hey "proved" a C

IA
 com

plicity in the 
p

lo
t to

 k
ill K

en
n

ed
y

. U
n

d
erg

ro
u

n
d

 
new

spapers all over the country began 
to reprint the tram

p photos, alongside 
th

o
se o

f H
u
n
t an

d
 S

tu
rg

is, w
ith

 th
e 

blatant assertions that the tram
ps w

ere 
H

unt and S
turgis. 

T
w

o
 m

o
n
th

s ag
o
, 

R
O

L
L

IN
G

 S
T

O
N

E
 

had the tram
p photos exam

ined by the 

Inititute of F
orensic S

ciences in O
ak-

land, C
alifornia. T

here, crim
inologist 

C
harles V

. M
orton m

easured the facial 
characteristics on com

parison photos of 
H

unt and S
turgis and tram

ps and con-
cluded that the tall tram

p w
as definitely 

not S
turgis. T

he short tram
p w

as prob-
ab

ly
 n

o
t H

u
n
t—

th
o
u
g
h
 th

e d
etails in

 
th

e fu
zzy

 p
h
o
to

s o
f th

e sh
o
rt tram

p
 

w
ere in

su
fficien

t to
 p

ro
v
id

e M
o
rto

n
 

w
ith an absolute basis for an opinion. 

H
o
w

ev
er, rep

o
rted

 M
o
rto

n
, "at least 

one definable characteristic appears to 
argue strongly against identity. T

his is 
th

e sh
ap

e o
f th

e ear:" A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 
M

o
rto

n
, th

e h
elix

 o
f th

e ear in
 th

e 
H

u
n

t p
h

o
to

s is co
n

cav
e an

d
 th

e h
elix

 
of the ear of the short tram

p is convex. 
A

ll th
is seem

ed
 so

m
ew

h
at su

p
er-

fluous in light of H
unt's angry denials 

to
 m

e th
at h

e w
as ev

en
 in

 D
allas o

n
 

N
o
v
em

b
er 2

2
th

, 1
9
6
3
. I fo

u
n
d
 H

u
n
t 

at the H
otel S

heraton R
ussell in N

ew
 

Y
ork in N

ovem
ber. H

e told m
e w

here 
he w

as on N
ovem

ber 22nd, 1963—
in 

W
ashington, at a m

eeting of som
e C

IA
  

o
fficials w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 co
rro

b
o
rate h

is 
p

resen
ce th

ere. H
u

n
t said

 h
e'd

 g
iv

en
 

th
eir n

am
es to

 th
e F

B
I, w

h
ich

 g
rilled

 
h
im

 rath
er recen

tly
 ab

o
u
t h

is w
h
ere-

ab
o
u
ts d

u
rin

g
 m

o
st m

ajo
r p

o
litical 

crim
es o

f th
e last 5

0
 y

ears.H
u
n
t ad

d
-

e
d
: "I'd

 lik
e
 y

o
u
 to

 te
ll th

e
 w

o
rld

 
I'v

e h
ad

 th
ese F

B
I in

terv
iew

s, so
 th

at 
y
o
u
r co

lleag
u
es in

 th
e m

ed
ia w

o
u
ld

 
p

u
t so

m
e p

ressu
re o

n
 th

e F
B

I to
 re-

veal the results of their investigations. 
T

hose investigations w
ould help clear 

m
y
 n

am
e." H

u
n
t p

ro
m

ised
 h

e'd
 su

e 
an

y
o
n
e w

o
rth

 su
in

g
 w

h
o
 ch

arg
ed

 th
at 

he w
as in D

allas in N
ovem

ber 1963 or 
part of a plot to kill JF

K
. 

H
u
n
t m

ad
e sim

ilar d
isav

o
w

als o
n
 

netw
ork T

V
 and local T

V
 show

s during 
N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
7
4
. N

ev
erth

eless, th
e 

tram
p
 p

h
o
to

s (w
ith

 o
n
e o

f th
e tram

p
s 

n
o
w

 lab
eled

 "H
u
n
t") seem

 to
 h

av
e a 

life all their ow
n, have becom

e part of 
th

e co
llectio

n
 o

f artifacts su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 

the JF
K

 assassination m
ythology. D

ick 
G

regory found the tram
p photos circu-

lating at the A
ssassination Inform

ation 
B

u
reau

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
 in

 early
 F

eb
ru

ary
, 

latched on to them
 (along w

ith R
obert 

G
ro

d
en

's Z
ap

ru
d
er film

 b
lo

w
u
p
) an

d
 

to
o
k
 tram

p
 p

h
o
to

s, G
ro

d
en

's b
lo

w
u
p
 

an
d
 G

ro
d
en

 o
n
 th

e ro
ad

. 
B

ecause G
regory is w

ho he is, how
- 

-
-
 	

o
f a

 
fo

lk
 

h
e
ro

 
w

h
o 



p
lo

t to
 k

ill K
e
n
n
e
d
y
. U

n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 

n
ew

sp
ap

ers all o
v
er th

e co
u
n
try

 b
eg

an
 

to
 rep

rin
t th

e tram
p
 p

h
o
to

s, alo
n
g
sid

e 

th
o
se

 o
f H

u
n
t a

n
d
 S

tu
rg

is. w
ith

 th
e
 

b
latan

t assertio
n
s th

at th
e tram

p
s w

ere 

H
u
n
t an

d
 S

tu
rg

is. 

T
w

o
 m

o
n
th

s ag
o
, R

O
L

L
IN

G
 S

T
O

N
E

 

h
ad

 th
e tram

p
 p

h
o
to

s ex
am

in
ed

 b
y
 th

e 

o
f th

e car o
f 

th
e sh

o
rt tram

p
 is co

n
v
ex

. 

A
ll th

is se
e
m

e
d
 so

m
e
w

h
a
t su

p
e
r-

!T
h
o
u
s in

 lig
h
t o

f H
u
n
t's an

g
ry

 d
en

ials 

to
 m

e
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s e

v
e
n
 in

 D
a
lla

s o
n
 

N
o
v
e
m

b
e
r 2

2
th

, 1
9
6
3
. I fo

u
n
d
 H

u
n
t 

a
t th

e
 H

o
te

l S
h
e
ra

to
n
 R

u
sse

ll in
 N

e
w

 

Y
o
rk

 in
 N

o
v
em

b
er. H

e to
ld

 m
e w

h
ere 

h
e w

as o
n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 2

2
n
d
, 1

9
6
3
—

in
 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
, at a m

eetin
g
 o

f so
m

e C
IA

 

22n
d

, 1963: I  fro
n

t o
f T

exas g
eh

o
o

t B
o

o
k D

ep
g

a[to
ry. 

I 
f
t
 

id
e
n
tify

 th
e
 tra

m
p
s. R

ic
h
a
rd

 S
p
ra

g
u
e
, 

a
 c

o
m

p
u
te

r sc
ie

n
tist fro

m
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 

an
d
 fo

rm
er h

o
ard

 m
em

b
er o

f th
e C

o
m

-

m
ittee to

 In
v
est ig

ate A
ssassin

atio
n
s, h

as 

m
ain

tain
ed

 th
at o

n
e o

f th
e tram

p
s is a 

M
in

u
te

m
a
n
 fro

m
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 D

.C
. 

n
a
m

e
d
 F

re
d
 L

e
e
 C

rism
a
n
. S

p
ra

g
u
e
 

c
lu

b
b
e
d
 th

e
 tra

m
p
 o

f m
e
d
iu

m
 h

e
ig

h
t 

`F
ren

ch
y
" an

d
 it w

as S
p
rag

u
e w

h
o
 fed

 

R
a
m

p
a
rts an

d
 th

e N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 T
im

e
s th

e 

in
tellig

en
ce th

at "F
ren

ch
y
" b

o
re a star-

tlin
g
 resem

b
lan

ce to
 a w

id
ely

 circu
lated

 

p
o
lic

e
 sk

e
tc

h
 o

f a
 m

a
n
 w

a
n
te

d
 fo

r th
e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f M
a
rtin

 L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
 

in
 1

9
6
8
. 

In
 1

9
7
2
, after y

ears o
f try

in
g
 to

 lin
k
 

u
p
 th

e tram
p
 p

h
o
to

s.w
ith

, m
ain

ly
, an

ti-

C
astro

 C
u
b
an

s an
d
 so

m
e o

f th
eir A

m
er-

ic
a
n
 c

o
m

p
a
trio

ts, th
e
 b

u
ffs sta

rte
d
 

sc
a
n
n
in

g
 p

h
o
to

s o
f th

e
 a

c
to

rs in
 th

e
 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

 sc
e
n
a
rio

. C
o
u
ld

 a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 

W
aterg

ate cro
w

d
 h

av
e b

een
 in

 D
allas? 

A
n
d
 if so

 . . . E
u
re

k
a
!, th

e
y
 sa

id
, th

e
 

sh
o
rt g

u
y
 w

as E
. H

o
w

ard
 H

u
n
t an

d
 th

e 

tall o
n
e w

as F
ran

k
 S

tu
rg

is. 

T
h
e
 sh

o
rt m

a
n
 d

o
e
s b

e
a
r a

 re
se

m
-

b
la

n
c
e
 to

 c
u
rre

n
t p

h
o
to

s o
f H

u
n
t, to

 

b
e
 su

re
, b

u
t th

e
 tra

m
p
 p

h
o
to

s w
e
re

 

 

F
ran

k S
tu

rg
is 

 

N
o
v
e
m

b
e
r 1

9
7
4
. N

e
v
e
rth

e
le

ss, th
e
 

tram
p
 p

h
o
to

s (w
ith

 o
n
e o

f th
e tram

p
s 

n
o
w

 la
b
e
le

d
 "H

u
n
t") se

e
m

 to
 h

a
v
e
 a

 

life all th
eir o

w
n
, h

av
e b

eco
m

e p
art o

f 

th
e co

llectio
n
 o

f artifacts su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 

th
e JF

K
 assassin

atio
n
 m

y
th

o
lo

g
y
. D

ick
 

G
reg

o
ry

 fo
u
n
d
 th

e tram
p
 p

h
o
to

s circu
-

latin
g
 at th

e A
ssassin

atio
n
 In

fo
rm

atio
n
 

B
u
reau

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
 in

 early
 F

eb
ru

ary
, 

latch
ed

 o
n
 to

 th
em

 (alo
n
g
 w

ith
 R

o
b
ert 

G
ro

d
e
n
's Z

a
p
ru

d
e
r film

 b
lo

w
u
p
) a

n
d
 

to
o
k
 tra

m
p
 p

h
o
to

s, G
ro

d
e
n
's b

lo
w

u
p
 

an
d
 
G

ro
d
e
n
 o

n
 th

e ro
ad

. 

B
ecau

se G
reg

o
ry

 is w
h
o
 h

e is, h
o
w

-

e
v
e
r, so

m
e
th

in
g
 o

f a
 fo

lk
 h

e
ro

 w
h
o
 

c
o
m

m
a
n
d
s a

tte
n
tio

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 m

e
d
ia

, 

th
e
 R

o
c
k
e
fe

lle
r C

o
m

m
issio

n
 c

a
lle

d
 

G
reg

o
ry

 to
 testify

 b
efo

re it in
 W

ash
in

g
-

to
n
 fo

r 
a 

firsth
a
n
d
 a

c
c
o
u
n
t o

f h
is 

ch
arg

es. T
h
ere G

reg
o
ry

 sto
p
p
ed

 sh
o
rt 

o
f id

en
tify

in
g
 th

e sh
o
rt tram

p
 as H

u
n
t 

b
u
t p

lay
ed

 th
e ro

le o
f "ag

g
riev

ed
 citi-

z
e
n
." If th

is isn
't H

u
n
t, sa

id
 G

re
g
o
ry

, 

th
en

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as an

 o
b
lig

atio
n
 

to
 tell u

s w
h
o
 it is. 

—
R

.B
.K

. 



R
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F
R

A
M

E
 413: 

G
ro

d
en

 b
eliev

es th
a
t th

e h
ea

d
 a

n
d

 rifle o
f a

 fo
u

rth
 a

ssa
ssin

 

ca
n

 b
e seen

 a
t lo

w
er rig

h
t th

ro
u

g
h

 tree b
ra

n
ch

es (see d
ia

g
ra

m
 p

. 3
6
). 

F
R

A
M

E
 454: 

a
d

e fen
ce a

t rig
h

t, sa
y
s G

ro
d

en
, 

ssa
ssir

k
c
in

 b
e
 se

e
n

 (se
e
 d

g
r
a
m

 p
.0

6
). 



A
M

E
 41 

G
ro

d
en

 b
eliev

es th
a
t th

e h
ea

d
 a

n
d

 rifle o
f a

 fo
u

rth
 a

ssa
ssin

 
ca

n
 b

e seen
 a

t lo
w

er rig
h

t th
ro

u
g
h

 tree b
ra

n
ch

es (see d
ia

g
ra

m
 p

. 3
6
). 

F
R

A
M

E
 454: 

a
d

e fen
ce a

t rig
h

t, sa
y
s G

ro
d

en
, 

ssa
ssifiscd

ri b
e seen

 . (see d
g
g
ra

m
 p

.1
3
6
). 



A
 N

ew
 L

ook 
at the 

Zapruder Film
 

B
Y

 R
O

B
E

R
T

 G
R

O
D

E
N

 

R
obert G

roden
, an

 optics tech
n

ician
, 

h
as been

 w
orkin

g for alm
ost n

in
e years 

on
 a secret copy of th

e A
brah

am
 Z

api-
ru

der film
 of Joh

n
 F

itzgerald !K
en

n
e-

dy's assassin
ation

. G
roden

 h
as m

agn
i-

fied
 th

e film
 fra

m
e b

y fra
m

e, fro
m

 
w

h
ich

 h
e h

as draw
n

 th
e con

clu
sion

 th
at 

th
e film

 offers absolu
te proof of cross-

fire an
d con

spiracy. H
e first sh

ow
ed 

pu
blicly th

e refrain
ed film

 on
 Jan

u
ary 

31st, 1975, at th
e A

ssassin
ation

 In
for-

m
ation

 B
u

reau
 con

feren
ce in

 B
oston

. 
G

ro
d
en

, 2
9
, lives in

 N
ew

 J
ersey a

n
d
 

w
orks in

 N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity w
h

ere h
e cre-

ates slides for in
du

strial film
s an

d re-
stores old ph

otos. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission stated that: 

1. L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
, alon

e an
d

 
u

n
assisted

, sh
ot P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y to 
d

eath
 an

d
 w

ou
n

d
ed

 G
overn

or Joh
n

 B
. 

C
onnally by firing three bullets at them

 
from

 th
e sixth

-floor eastern
m

ost w
in

-
d

ow
 of th

e sou
th

ern
 w

all of th
e T

exas 
S

ch
ool B

ook
 D

ep
ository B

u
ild

in
g (th

e 
C

arrow
ay-B

yrd
 B

u
ild

in
g, 411 E

lm
 

S
treet, D

allas, T
exas) w

ith
 an

 Italian
-

m
a

d
e M

a
n

n
lich

er-C
a

rca
n

o
 6

.5
m

m
 

rifle. 

T
h

e com
m

ission
's "

official"
 version

 
of th

e even
ts in

 D
ealey P

laza states: 

• 
O

sw
ald fired his first shot betw

een 
Z

ap
ru

d
er fram

es #210 an
d

 #224 (th
e 

cam
era w

as ru
n

n
in

g at 18.3 fram
es p

er 
secon

d
). T

h
is w

as safe for th
e com

m
is-

sion
, for d

u
rin

g th
is en

tire tim
e sp

an
 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y w

as h
id

d
en

 from
 

th
e view

 of Z
ap

ru
d

er's cam
era b

y a 
large road

 sign
. T

h
erefore, an

 exact 
m

o
m

en
t o

f im
p

a
ct is im

p
o
ssib

le to
 

sh
ow

. (T
h

e in
terval b

etw
een

 firin
g an

d
 

im
p

a
ct w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e b

een
 o

n
e to

 tw
o
 

fram
es.) 

• 
T

h
e seco

n
d

 sh
o

t, m
issin

g
 co

m
-

p
letely, w

as fired
 at an

 u
n

m
en

tion
ed

 
m

om
en

t som
etim

e later. 

• 
F

in
ally, a th

ird
 an

d
 last sh

ot at 
fram

e #313 w
as th

e sh
ot th

at en
d

ed
 

th
e p

resid
en

t's life. , 

• 
T

he first shot struck the president 
in

 th
e b

ase of h
is n

eck
 an

d
 exited

 from
 

h
is th

roat. T
h

is sam
e b

u
llet th

en
 p

ro-
ceed

ed
 to h

it G
overn

or C
on

n
ally in

 th
e 

back, shattering his fifth rib. It em
erged 

fro
m

 h
is ch

est, p
a
ssed

 th
ro

u
g
h

 h
is 

right w
rist, shattering bones, and finally 

cam
e to rest in

 C
on

n
ally's left th

igh
. 

T
h

e b
u

llet (som
e call it S

u
p

erb
u

llet) 
th

at in
flicted

 th
ese seven

 w
ou

n
d

s an
d

 

bullet than the one that the com
m

ission 
says h

it JF
K

. 
T

h
e th

ird
 b

u
llet h

it 'P
resid

en
t K

en
-

n
ed

y in
 th

e b
ack

 of th
e h

ead
—

an
d

 in
 

violation
 of th

e law
s of p

h
ysics th

ru
st 

h
im

 violen
tly b

ack
w

ard
s. In

 th
e p

u
b

-
lish

ed
 fram

es of th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 in
 

v
o
lu

m
e 1

8
 o

f th
e co

m
m

issio
n

's ev
i-

d
en

ce, tw
o
 fra

m
es, #

3
1
4
 a

n
d

 #
3
1
5
, 

w
ere "

accid
en

tally"
 reversed

, leavin
g 

the im
pression that the president's head 

m
oves forw

ard
—

th
e reverse of fact. 

In
terestin

gly th
is w

as th
e on

ly tran
s-

p
osition

 of fram
es. (J. E

d
gar H

oover 
la

ter a
ck

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 th
e "

p
rin

tin
g
 

error.") 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y's th

roat w
ou

n
d

 
w

as a th
reat to th

e com
m

ission
. If it 

w
as an

 en
tran

ce w
ou

n
d

, of cou
rse, th

e 
com

m
ission

 m
em

b
ers cou

ld
 n

ot ad
m

it 
it. T

h
is sm

all h
ole, con

seq
u

en
tly, gave 

th
em

 licen
se to fu

rth
er th

e "
sin

gle b
u

l-
let th

eory."
 T

h
e on

ly p
rob

lem
: T

h
e 

h
ole in

 th
e fron

t of th
e n

eck
 w

as ap
-

p
roxim

ately six in
ch

es h
igh

er th
an

 th
e 

w
ou

n
d

 in
 th

e rear. O
sw

ald
 •w

as su
p

-
p

osed
 to h

ave b
een

 six floors ab
ove th

e 
m

otorcad
e. If th

e h
ole in

 th
e fron

t of 
th

e n
eck

 w
as m

ad
e b

y th
e egress of 

C
E

 399;
  it w

ou
ld

 h
ave to h

ave b
een

 at 
least three to four inches low

er than the 

h
air from

 in
 fron

t of h
is face. A

ll else 
is n

o
rm

a
l. T

h
e. L

in
co

ln
 is n

o
w

 a
p

-
p

roach
in

g u
s. F

R
A

M
E

 # 154 
JF

K
 is look

in
g to h

is left. H
is righ

t 
arm

 is restin
g on

 th
e car d

oor. 
FR

A
M

E
S #155 A

N
D

 #
1

5
6

 
A

R
E

 M
IS

S
IN

G
 

T
h

is is th
e first sp

lice. B
oth

 th
e gov-

ernm
ent and T

im
e Inc. do not acknow

l-
ed

ge th
at th

is sp
lice exists. W

h
en

 th
e 

com
m

ission
 p

rin
ted

 fram
es from

 th
e 

Z
ap

ru
d

er film
 in

 volu
m

e 18 of its evi-
d

en
ce, it b

egan
 after th

is p
oin

t to avoid
 

q
u

estion
s. It is h

ere th
at a "

w
arn

in
g 

sh
ot"

 is fired
. In

 a sp
lit secon

d
 JF

K
 re-

sp
on

d
s, an

d
 look

s to h
is righ

t to th
e 

road
 sign

 (fram
e #

1
5
7
) from

 w
h

ere 
th

e "
sh

ot"
 w

as fired
. It w

as p
rob

ab
ly 

n
ot a b

u
llet fired

 at an
yon

e. It w
as, in

 
all lik

elih
ood

, a b
lan

k
 fired

 as a coord
i-

n
atin

g sh
ot for th

e firin
g team

s. JF
K

 
m

u
st h

a
v
e a

t th
a
t tim

e k
n

o
w

n
 th

a
t 

so
m

eth
in

g
 w

a
s u

p
. M

a
n

y
 w

itn
esses 

have stated that there w
as a "different" 

sou
n

d
 to th

e "
first sh

ot."
 

It appears that JF
K

 does not start to 
w

ave again until he feels that the sound 
w

as on
ly a b

ack
fire, a firecrack

er or 
som

e sim
ilar sou

n
d

, w
h

ich
 w

ere th
e 

d
escrip

tion
s of th

ose w
itn

esses rep
ort-

ing th
e
 s

o
u

n
d

 o
f th

e
 "

fir
st c

h
n

t "
 

, 	
t;-t, 	

■
•1

■
1, 

R
O

L
L

IN
G

 S
T

O
N

E
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P
R
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a
tes su

a
es fo

r tn
a
u
stria

t p
u
n
s a

n
a
 re-

sto
res o

ld
 p

h
o
to

s. 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission stated that: 

1
. L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

, alo
n
e an

d
 

unassisted, shot P
resident K

ennedy to 
death and w

ounded G
overnor John B

. 
C

onnally by firing three bullets at them
 

from
 the sixth-floor easternm

ost w
in-

dow
 of the southern w

all of the T
exas 

S
chool B

ook D
epository B

uilding (the 
C

arro
w

ay
-B

y
rd

 B
u
ild

in
g
, 4

1
1
 E

lm
 

S
treet, D

allas, T
exas) w

ith an Italian-
m

ad
e M

an
n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
 6

.5
m

m
 

rifle. 
2
. T

hree and only three shots w
ere 

fired. 
3
. A

ll of the shots w
ere fired w

ithin 
a 5.6-second tim

e span. 

A
b
rah

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er w

as a D
allas' 

d
ress m

an
u
factu

rer. O
n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 

22nd, 1963, he stationed him
self on top 

of a concrete pedestal w
hich is part of 

an ornam
ental pergola near the m

iddle 
o
f th

e D
ealey

 P
laza sectio

n
 o

f E
lm

 
S

treet in
 d

o
w

n
to

w
n
 D

allas. W
ith

 h
is 

secretary M
arilyn S

itzm
an by his side 

and a B
ell and H

ow
ell 8m

m
 m

ovie cam
-

era in his hands, he w
aited for the presi-

d
en

tial m
o
to

rcad
e to

 p
ass in

 fro
n
t o

f 
him

. A
s one of history's m

ost ghastly 
and politically significant events w

as 
enacted before his eyes, M

r. Z
apruder 

k
ep

t h
is fin

g
er p

ressed
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e 
sh

u
tter release an

d
 film

ed
 th

e en
tire 

event. T
he result is a graphic film

 of a 
presidential assassination, a historical 
m

om
ent captured for posterity. B

ut of 
far m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

ce: T
h
e Z

ap
ru

d
er 

film
 p

ro
v
id

es ab
so

lu
te, in

co
n
testab

le 
proof of cross fire and conspiracy. 

Z
apruder died of cancer on A

ugust 
3
0
th

, 1
9
7
0
, in

 D
allas. B

etw
een

 1
9
6
3
 

and 1968, L
ife m

agazine (the copyright 
ow

ners of the film
, having paid Z

aprud-
er som

ew
here betw

een $150,000 and 
$
2
5
0
,0

0
0
 fo

r all co
m

m
ercial rig

h
ts) 

p
rin

ted
 m

an
y
 selected

 fram
es. F

o
r 

years it w
as to L

ife m
agazine that w

e 
looked for w

hatever photographic evi-
dence w

e could find to investigate this 
c
a
se

. B
u
t th

e
 se

le
c
te

d
 in

d
iv

id
u
a
l 

fram
es, view

ed out of context, *m
ean 

very little.  

m
om

ent som
etim

e later. 

• 
F

in
ally

, a th
ird

 an
d
 last sh

o
t at 

fram
e #

3
1
3
 w

as th
e sh

o
t th

at en
d
ed

 
the president's life. , 

• 
T

he first shot struck the president 
in the base of his neck and exited from

 
his throat. T

his sam
e bullet then pro-

ceeded to hit G
overnor C

onnally in the 
back, shattering his fifth rib. It em

erged 
fro

m
 h

is ch
est, p

assed
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is 
right w

rist, shattering bones, and finally 
cam

e to
 rest in

 C
o
n
n
ally

's left th
ig

h
. 

T
h
e b

u
llet (so

m
e call it S

u
p
erb

u
ilet) 

that inflicted these seven w
ounds and 

broke num
erous bones w

as fo
u
n
d
 in

 
nearly perfect condition on a stretcher 
in P

arkland H
ospital. Its official desig-

n
atio

n
 is C

o
m

m
issio

n
 E

x
h
ib

it #
3
9
9
 

(C
E

 3
9
9
). 

T
he account of C

E
 390's adventures 

has since becom
e know

n as "the single 
b
u
llet th

eo
ry

." It w
as p

o
stu

lated
 n

o
t 

because it w
as supported by evidence 

b
u
t b

ecau
se w

ith
o
u
t a su

p
erb

u
llet it 

w
as im

possible to blam
e the shooting 

of the president on a lone, assassin. 

F
B

I tests p
ro

v
e co

n
clu

siv
ely

 th
at 

fro
m

 th
e tim

e P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 

w
ould have first been visible from

 "O
s-

w
ald's sniper's nest" (fram

e #207) un-
til G

o
v
ern

o
r C

o
n
n
ally

 w
as sh

o
t at 

fram
e #234, the M

annlicher-C
arcano 

could have only fired one bullet (a m
in-

im
al 2

.3
 seco

n
d
s is req

u
ired

 fo
r o

n
e 

shot). S
ince tw

o shots could not have 
been fired from

 the one w
eapon in that 

tim
e sp

an
, an

d
 sin

ce th
e co

m
m

issio
n
 

did not adm
it the existence of another 

gunm
an, the com

m
ission w

as forced to 
conclude that JF

K
 and C

onnally w
ere 

hit by the sam
e bullet. 

T
h
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 sh
o
w

s th
at b

y
 

fram
e #224 JF

K
 has already been hit. 

C
o
n
n
ally

 is u
n
h
arm

ed
 u

n
til fram

e 

#
2
3
4
, at least o

n
e- h

alf o
f a seco

n
d
 

later. B
ut w

hen C
onnally w

as w
ounded, 

a rib
 w

as sh
attered

 at th
e m

o
m

en
t o

f 
im

pact and his reaction is recorded on 
film

. T
h
e tim

e fo
r th

e b
u
llet to

 p
ass 

from
 K

ennedy to C
onnally w

ould have 
• been at m

ost tw
o fram

es. T
here is no 

question that he w
as hit by a different 

P
resident K

ennedy's throat w
ound 

w
as a th

reat to
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
. If it 

w
as an entrance w

ound, of course, the 
com

m
ission m

em
bers could not adm

it 
it. T

his sm
all hole, consequently, gave 

them
 license to further the "single bul-

let th
eo

ry
." T

h
e o

n
ly

 p
ro

b
lem

: T
h
e 

h
o
le in

 th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e n

eck
 w

as ap
-

proxim
ately six inches higher than the 

w
o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e rear. O

sw
ald

 w
as su

p
-

posed to have been six floors above the 
m

otorcade. If the hole in the front of 
th

e n
eck

 w
as m

ad
e b

y
 th

e eg
ress o

f 
C

E
 399; it w

ould have to have been at 
least three to four inches low

er than the 
back w

ound. 

F
aced w

ith this problem
, the com

-
m

ission sim
ply perform

ed verbal plastic 
surgery—

and m
oved the back w

ound 
u
p
 by six inches, to a point in the back 

of the president's neck, just to the right , 
o
f cen

ter an
d
 'ab

o
v
e th

e sh
o
u
ld

er 
blades. T

his w
ound w

as described by 
the m

any w
ho saw

 it at P
arkland H

os-
p
ital. • E

v
ery

 o
n
e o

f th
em

, in
clu

d
in

g
 

S
ecret S

ervice m
en, place the w

ound 
in

 JF
K

's b
ack

. N
o
n
e p

lace it in
 h

is 
neck. T

hese w
itnesses include A

dm
iral 

G
eo

rg
e B

u
rk

ley
, th

e p
resid

en
t's p

er-
sonal physician, w

ho in his original re-
port placed the w

ound at the level of 
th

e th
ird

 th
o
racic v

erteb
ra, ap

p
ro

x
i-

m
ately six inches below

 the shoulder 
blades. 

T
here w

ill be m
any w

ho w
ill loudly 

disagree w
ith m

y analysis of the Z
ap-

ru
d
er film

 h
ere. I can

 o
n
ly

 say
 th

at 
I'v

e seen
 th

e Z
ap

ru
d
er film

 literally
 

thousands of tim
es. I've lived w

ith it for 
alm

ost nine years. I've done m
ore in-

vestigative and optical research on clear 
co

p
ies o

f th
e Z

ap
ru

d
er film

 th
an

 an
y
 

o
th

er p
riv

ate citizen
 o

r ag
en

cy
. T

h
e 

fin
d
in

g
s h

ere are th
e cu

lm
in

atio
n
 o

f 
y
ears o

f w
o
rk

 an
d
 stu

d
y
 o

n
 th

is o
n
e 

subject. A
lthough som

e of the findings 
published here are the w

ork of others,' 
m

any are m
y ow

n, published here for 
the first tim

e. 

F
R

A
M

E
S *133-153 

JF
K

 w
aving to the crow

d in front of 
T

exas S
chool B

ook D
er 3sitory, w

iping  

ro
ad

 sig
n
 (fram

e #
1
5
7
) fro

m
 w

h
ere 

the "shot" w
as fired. It w

as probably 
n
o
t a bullet fired at anyone. It w

as, in 
all likelihood, a blank fired as a coordi-
nating shot for the firing team

s. JF
K

 
m

u
st h

av
e at th

at tim
e k

n
o
w

n
 th

at 
so

m
eth

in
g
 w

as u
p
. M

an
y
 w

itn
esses 

have stated that there w
as a "different" 

sound to the "first shot." 
It appears that JF

K
 does not start to 

w
ave again until he feels that the sound 

w
as o

n
ly

 a b
ack

fire, a firecrack
er o

r 
so

m
e sim

ilar so
u
n
d
, w

h
ich

 w
ere th

e 
descriptions of those w

itnesses report-
ing the sound of the "first shot." 

F
R

A
M

E
 #189 

JF
K

 starts to
 w

av
e ag

ain
 slo

w
ly

, 
n
erv

o
u
sly

 . . . u
n
til fram

e #
1
8
8
. A

t 
approxiM

ately fram
e #189 a shot (I) 

is fired. It m
isses the car com

pletely. It 
w

as fired from
 behind. F

rom
 all indi-

cations it w
as from

 a broom
 closet on 

the second floor of the D
al-T

ex B
uild-

ing. T
he shot w

as high. It flew
 over the 

'L
incoln and landed at the curb line on 

th
e far (so

u
th

) sid
e o

f M
ain

 S
treet—

its closest point to C
om

m
erce S

treet, 
just east of the triple underpass. A

 sec-
tion of curbing w

as struck by the bul-
let and a fragm

ent of the concrete flew
 

u
p
 an

d
 stru

ck
 g

am
es T

ag
u
e o

n
 th

e 
cheek. A

t this point JF
K

's right hand 
falls in an arc as he tries to com

prehend 
w

hat is happening. 
F

R
A

M
E

 #
2
0
6
 

JF
K

's arm
 has continued to drop at 

this point. H
is entire body is now

 ob-
scured by the road sign announcing the 
S

tem
m

ons F
reew

ay. O
nly his head is 

still visible. 
A

t fram
e #207 w

e have one of the 
biggest points of discussion in the en-
tire film

. A
t #206 there is an obvious 

horizontal line running through the en-
tire w

idth of the fram
e just below

 the 
halfw

ay m
ark. A

t fram
e #207 w

e have 
a sim

ilar lin
e o

n
e-th

ird
 o

f th
e w

ay
 

dow
n. O

nly here there is a tree on the 
right side of the fram

e on the top sec-
tion, but on the bottom

, the tree is half-
w

ay to the m
iddle. T

he reason is that 
fram

es #
2
0
8
, #

2
0
9
, #

2
1
0
 an

d
 #

2
1
1
 

have been spliced out. 
T

he official reason is that w
hen the 



R
O

L
L

IN
G

 S
T

O
N

E
, A

P
R

IL
 2

4
, 1

9
7

5
 

film
 w

as purchased by T
im

e Inc., it w
as 

put in the hands of a junior m
em

ber of 
th

e p
h

o
to

g
rap

h
ic d

ep
artm

en
t fo

r en
-

larg
in

g
 p

u
rp

o
ses. It w

as d
u

rin
g

 th
at 

process that the four fram
es w

ere dam
-

a
g
e
d
. A

lso
, fra

m
e
s #

2
0
7
 a

n
d
 #

2
1
2
 

w
ere d

am
ag

ed
 as w

ell fo
r th

e sp
licin

g
. 

In
 all th

ere are ten
 m

issin
g

 o
r d

am
-

ag
ed

 fram
es in

 th
e film

—
n
o
t co

u
n
tin

g
 

stress m
ark

s fro
m

 th
e sp

ro
ck

et h
o

les 
fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e seco
n
d
 sp

lice (fram
e 

#
2

1
2

). 

• 
+

1963 T
im

e Inc 

F
R

A
M

E
 #

2
1

0
 

It is h
ere th

at th
e co

m
m

issio
n

 say
s 

JF
K

 co
u

ld
 h

av
e first b

een
 sh

o
t. F

o
r 

th
is is th

e first fram
e at w

h
ich

 L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald could have fired at the 

president had he been on the sixth floor 
fro

m
 th

e eastern
m

o
st w

in
d
o
w

. P
rio

r to
 

th
at p

o
in

t, th
ere is a larg

e o
ak

 -tree 
b

lo
c
k

in
g

 a
n

y
 lin

e
 o

f fire
 fro

m
 th

a
t 

w
in

d
o

w
 to

 th
e lim

o
u

sin
e. H

o
w

ev
er, 

O
sw

ald
 w

asn
't th

ere, alth
o

u
g

h
 so

m
e-

o
n

e else w
as. S

o
m

eo
n

e in
 a red

 sh
irt 

w
h
o
 ap

p
ears in

 an
 8

m
m

 co
lo

r m
o
v
ie 

taken by R
obert H

ughes is clearly seen 
m

o
v

in
g

 in
 th

at w
in

d
o

w
. T

h
ere is also

 
th

e m
o
v
in

g
 sh

ap
e o

f a m
an

 in
 th

e p
air 

o
f w

in
d
o
w

s n
ex

t to
 "th

e sn
ip

er's n
est" 

in
 th

e sam
e ro

o
m

. T
h
is fram

e is also
 

im
p

o
rtan

t b
ecau

se it is d
ead

 cen
ter 

am
o

n
g

 th
e m

issin
g

 fram
es b

etw
een

 
#
2
0
7
 an

d
 #

2
1
2
. T

h
is m

ay
 b

e th
e rea-

so
n
 it is m

issin
g
: n

o
t fo

r w
h
at it sh

o
w

s 
b
u
t fo

r w
h
at it d

o
esn

't. 
F

R
A

M
E

 #
2

2
4

 
JF

K
's left sleev

e an
d

 sh
irt cu

ff n
o

w
 

b
eco

m
e v

isib
le fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e ro
ad

 
sig

n
. A

s th
is h

ap
p
en

s, th
e u

m
b
rella 

starts to
 rise an

d
 tw

irl co
u

n
terclo

ck
-

w
ise. T

h
is u

m
b
rella is b

ein
g
 h

eld
 b

y
 a 

co
n

sp
irato

r n
o

w
 k

n
o

w
n

 fo
r o

b
v

io
u

s 

eleiM
 

his tie. T
his shot (II) w

as fired from
 be-

h
in

d
 th

e co
rn

er o
f a w

o
o
d
en

 sto
ck

ad
e 

fen
ce o

n
 th

e g
rassy

 k
n
o
ll in

 fro
n
t an

d
 

to
 th

e rig
h

t o
f JF

K
. It d

id
 n

o
t ex

it. 
JF

K
's arm

s are still dropping as he is 
h
it. A

t fram
e #

2
2
5
 h

e reacts. H
is arm

s 
rise in

 a p
ro

tectiv
e m

o
tio

n
 to

w
ard

 h
is  

tered
 JF

K
's h

ed
 fro

m
 th

e rig
h
t fro

n
t, 

th
ro

w
in

g
 h

im
 v

io
len

tly
 b

ack
w

ard
 an

d
 

to
 h

is left ag
ain

st th
e seat to

w
ard

s h
is 

w
ife w

ith
 su

ch
 fo

rce it actu
ally

 lifted
 

h
im

 o
u
t o

f h
is seat. T

h
e rear sh

o
t w

as 
-p

o
ssib

ly
 a seco

n
d
 sh

o
t fro

m
 th

e six
th

 
floor of the D

epository near the w
estern 

end. T
he shot from

 the front cam
e from

 
b

eh
in

d
 th

e co
rn

er o
f a lo

w
 retain

in
g

 
w

all that is an extension of the concrete 
pergola on the grassy knoll to the front 
o
f JF

K
. 

T
he driver of the presidential lim

ou-
sin

e, W
illiam

 G
reer, testified

 th
at h

e 
sp

eed
ed

 u
p
 p

rio
r to

 th
e h

ead
 sh

o
ts an

d
 

th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 facin
g

 fo
rw

ard
 at th

e 
tim

e. A
t the m

om
ent of the head shots, 

G
reer ap

p
ears to

 b
e lo

o
k

in
g

 directly at 
JF

K
's h

ead
! O

n
ly

 after th
e p

resid
en

t 
w

as d
ead

 d
id

 h
e b

eg
in

 to
 accelerate. If 

it w
ere o

n
ly

 a slo
w

 reactio
n

 tim
e, w

h
y

 
this inaccuracy under oath? 

Im
m

ed
iately

 after th
e h

ead
 sh

o
ts, 

b
o

th
. G

reer an
d

 R
o

y
 K

ellerm
an

, th
e 

S
ecret S

ervice guard next to him
, duck 

th
eir h

ead
s d

o
w

n
 in

 reactio
n
 to

 th
e 

sh
o
ts. T

h
ey

 b
o
th

 k
n
ew

 w
h
at h

ad
 h

ap
-

p
en

ed
. T

h
e q

u
estio

n
 h

ere is w
h

y
 th

e 
to

tal n
o

n
reactio

n
 o

f train
ed

 m
en

. 
(G

reer told the W
arren C

om
m

ission 
that he heard a sound w

hich he took to 
b
e th

e b
ack

fire fro
m

 o
n
e o

f th
e m

o
to

r-
cy

cles flan
k

in
g

 th
e p

resid
en

tial car. 
W

h
en

 h
e h

eard
 th

e sam
e n

o
ise ag

ain
, 

G
reer said

 th
at h

e g
lan

ced
 o

v
er h

is 
sh

o
u

ld
er an

d
 saw

 G
o

v
ern

o
r C

o
n

n
ally

 
fall. It w

as th
en

, h
e said

, th
at h

e real-
ized som

ething w
as w

rong and pressed 
d

o
w

n
 th

e accelerato
r as K

ellerm
an

 
said

, "G
et o

u
t o

f h
ere fast.") 

F
R

A
M

E
 #

3
4
5
 

Jack
ie clim

b
s o

u
t o

n
to

 th
e tru

n
k

 o
f 

the car to try to retrieve a section of her 
dead husband's head. A

 shock reaction. 
S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

t C
lin

t H
ill fin

ally
 

reach
es th

e car an
d

 clim
b

s o
n

 at fram
e 

#
3

6
7

. H
e n

ev
er reach

es Jack
ie. S

h
e 

clim
bs back in by herself. 

F
R

A
M

E
 #

4
0

7
 

H
ere an

o
th

er stran
g

e th
in

g
 ap

p
ears. 

It is round and near the bottom
 right of 

th
e fra

m
e R

v
 fra

m
e '2

1
E

4
1
7
. a

 m
a
a
'c 



ra
n
. It W

d
S

 w
e
n
, lie

 sa
il, tre

a
t n

e
 re

a
l- 

iz
e
d

 som
ething w

as w
rong and pressed 

d
o

w
n

 th
e accelerato

r as
. K

ellerm
an

 
said, "G

et out of here fast.") 
FR

A
M

E
 #345 

Jackie clim
bs out onto the trunk of 

the car to try to retrieve a section of her 
dead husband's head. A

 shock reaction. 
S

ecret S
ervice agent C

lint H
ill finally 

reaches the car and clim
bs on at fram

e 
#

3
6

7
. H

e n
ev

er reach
es Jack

ie. S
h

e 
clim

bs back in by herself. 
FR

A
M

E
 #407 

H
ere another strange thing appears. 

It is round and near the bottom
 right of 

th
e fram

e. B
y

 fram
e #

4
1

2
 a m

an
's 

head begins to becom
e evident. 

A
t fram

e #413 Z
apruder stops pan-

ning for one fram
e, and the head, ears 

and rifle of the fourth assassin becom
e 

clear. H
e then fades to the left as Z

ap-
ruder pans right tow

ard the triple un-
derpass. - 

FR
A

M
E

 #448 
Z

apruder pans to the stockade fence 
on the grassy knoll. B

y fram
e #454 the 

first assassin can be m
ade out w

ith his 
b

ack
u

p
 m

an
 (n

o
t as clear). H

e stay
s 

v
isib

le u
n

til fram
e #

4
7

8
. A

t #
4

8
6

 
A

braham
 Z

apruder stopped film
ing. 

taken by R
obert H

ughes is clearly seen 
m

oving in that w
indow

. T
here is also 

the m
oving shape of a m

an in the pair 
of w

indow
s next to "the sniper's nest" 

in the sam
e room

. T
his fram

e is also 
im

p
o
rtan

t b
ecau

se it is d
ead

 cen
ter 

am
o

n
g

 th
e m

issin
g

 fram
es b

etw
een

 
#207 and #212. T

his m
ay be the rea-

son it is m
issing: not for w

hat it show
s 

but for w
hat it doesn't. 

T
im

e I 

FR
A

M
E

 #212 
A

lth
o
u
g
h
 it isn

't g
en

erally
 k

n
o
w

n
, 

the president's head is still visible after 
th

e sp
lice. T

h
ere h

as b
een

 n
o
 m

o
v
e-

m
en

t in
 th

e p
resid

en
t's h

ead
. H

e w
as 

n
o
t h

it at fram
e #

2
1
0
. T

h
e W

arren
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 n
eed

ed
 to

 h
av

e JF
K

 h
it 

as early as possible for O
sw

ald to have 
a chance to get off a second and third 
sh

o
t b

y
 fram

e #
3

1
3

, b
u

t at th
e sam

e 
tim

e as late as possible for him
 to have 

been hit by the sam
e bullet (C

E
 399) as 

C
onnally. If it w

ere not for the oak tree 
and Z

apruder's film
, they m

ight have 
succeeded in fram

ing O
sw

ald. B
ut be-

cause of the tree they had to concede a 
first shot as late as #210. 

U
nfortunately for the com

m
ission, 

n
o

t o
n

e m
an

 in
 th

is en
tire co

u
n

try
 

could duplicate the incredible feat at-
trib

u
ted

 to
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

, w
h

o
 

w
as, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 h
is M

arin
e ' C

o
rp

s 
records, "a rather poor shot." 

T
h
e co

m
m

issio
n
 h

ired
 so

m
e o

f th
e 

n
atio

n
's b

est m
ark

sm
en

, g
av

e th
em

 
every advantage, and they still couldn't 
duplicate the shots. 

R
ight after the splice at fram

e #212, 
at th

e b
o
tto

m
 o

f th
e fram

e an
d
 to

 th
e 

right of the sign w
e begin to pick up a 

stran
g
e o

b
ject. B

y
 fram

e #
2
2
1
 it is 

clearly an open um
brella. 

FR
A

M
E

 #224 
JF

K
's left sleeve and shirt cuff now

 
becom

e visible from
 behind the road 

sig
n
. A

s th
is h

ap
p
en

s, th
e u

m
b
rella 

starts to
 rise an

d
 tw

irl co
u

n
terclo

ck
-

w
ise. T

his um
brella is being held by a 

co
n

sp
irato

r n
o

w
 k

n
o

w
n

 fo
r o

b
v

io
u

s 
reaso

n
s as "th

e u
m

b
rella m

an
." T

h
is 

m
an is the only m

an in the entire m
otor-

cad
e ro

u
te w

ith
 an

 o
p
en

 u
m

b
rella. It 

w
as a sunshiny, w

indy day. V
ery im

-
p

ractical to
 h

av
e an

 o
p

en
 u

m
b

rella. 
P

hotographic evidence has show
n that 

his um
brella w

as closed until JF
K

's car 
turned onto E

lm
 S

treet. A
fter the kill-

ing, w
hile all around him

 ran aw
ay or 

d
ro

p
p

ed
 to

 th
e g

ro
u

n
d

, h
e ju

st sto
o

d
 

there. H
e closed his um

brella, turned 
to

 lo
o

k
 at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e m
o

to
rcad

e, 
an

d
 slo

w
ly

 w
alk

ed
 u

p
 E

lm
 S

treet 
to

w
ard

 th
e D

ep
o

sito
ry

. H
e h

as n
ev

er 
been identified. 

W
henever a bullet actually strikes, 

an
d

 th
e m

o
m

en
t is cap

tu
red

 o
n

 film
, 

th
is actu

al im
p

act can
 b

e seen
 at th

e 
ex

act m
o
m

en
t o

f co
n
tact. H

o
w

ev
er, 

sin
ce JF

K
 w

as b
eh

in
d

 th
e ro

ad
 sig

n
 

(in
 relatio

n
 to

 A
b

rah
am

 Z
ap

ru
d

er's 
cam

era) w
e can

't see th
e m

o
m

en
t o

f 
contact. 

W
e can only assum

e .that he w
as hit 

at fram
e #

2
1
8
, g

iv
e o

r tak
e o

n
e, cer-

tainly no m
ore than tw

o fram
es. F

or as 
JF

K
 becom

es visible from
 behind the 

road sign at fram
e #223, his hands are 

still dropping in the arc started around 
fram

e #168. A
llow

ing for one-third of 
a second for reaction tim

e, w
ith Z

ap-
ruder's cam

era running at 18.3 fram
es 

per second, w
hen his hands started to 

rise tow
ard his neck in a protective m

o-
tio

n
 at fram

e #
2
2
5
, w

e g
o
 b

ack
 o

n
e-

th
ird

 o
f a seco

n
d

 (7
 fram

es) to
 fram

e 
#
2
1
8
. T

h
e b

u
llet en

tered
 th

e p
resi-

dent's throat after nicking the knot in 

.11463 rim
 Inc 

his tie. T
his shot (II) w

as fired from
 be-

hind the corner of a w
ooden stockade 

fence on the grassy knoll in front and 
to the right of JF

K
. It did not exit. 

JF
K

's arm
s are still dropping as he is 

hit. A
t fram

e #225 he reacts. H
is arm

s 
rise in a protective m

otion tow
ard his 

throat. T
he rising arm

s continue until 
fram

e # 227. A
t fram

e #227 a second 
sh

o
t (III) h

its P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
 in

 
the back, approxim

ately six inches be-
low

 the shoulder blades and just tight 
of the spinal colum

n. T
his w

as probably 
a second shot from

 the second floor of 
the D

al-T
ex B

uilding. T
he bullet en-

tered, w
ent in approxim

ately' tw
o inch-

es but did not exit. JF
K

 is at this point 
co

m
p
ressed

 d
o
w

n
w

ard
 an

d
 p

u
sh

ed
 

forw
ard. 

FR
A

M
E

 #234 
G

o
v

ern
o

r C
o

n
n

ally
 is h

it at th
is 

fram
e. H

is cheeks puff out as the bullet 
(IV

) knocks the w
ind out of him

. H
is 

right shoulder starts to droop and his 
h
air b

eco
m

es d
isarran

g
ed

. T
h
is sh

o
t 

w
as probably fired from

 the sixth floor 
o
f th

e D
ep

o
sito

ry
 B

u
ild

in
g
's 

w
estern 

corner, or from
 the roof of the C

ounty 
R

ecords B
uilding. T

he bullet enters his 
b

ack
, ex

its fro
m

 h
is ch

est an
d

 en
ters 

his left knee. FR
A

M
E

 #312 
T

his is the last fram
e before the fatal 

shots. 
FR

A
M

E
 #313 

A
 shot (V

) hits John K
ennedy from

 
behind in the right tem

ple. A
t this point 

h
is h

ead
 ex

p
lo

d
es. S

in
ce th

is w
as a 

g
lan

cin
g
 b

lo
w

, h
e is th

ro
w

n
 fo

rw
ard

 
only slightly. I feel strongly that it w

as 
either this bullet or a fragm

ent of it that 
cau

sed
 G

o
v
ern

o
r C

o
n
n
ally

's w
rist 

w
ound. 

FR
A

M
E

 #314 
A

 high-pow
ered rifle bullet (V

I) en- 
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som
ething called a 

P
sy

ch
o
lo

g
ical S

tress E
v
alu

ato
r (P

S
E

), 
a m

achine w
hich a skilled operator can 

ap
p
ly

 to
 an

y
o
n
e's reco

rd
ed

 w
o
rd

s an
d
 

tell, by evaluating the stress patterns in 
the speech (seen ,  on the m

achine's scan-
n
ers as a series o

f m
o
u
n
tain

s an
d
 v

al-
leys), w

hether that person is telling the 
truth or lying. 

T
h
e P

S
E

 p
resen

ts ad
v
an

tag
es o

v
er 

th
e o

ld
 p

o
ly

g
rap

h
 ex

am
 (w

h
ich

 is w
h
y
 

o
ld

-tim
e p

o
ly

g
rap

h
 ex

am
in

ers d
o
n
't 

lik
e it). A

 sk
illed

 P
S

E
 ex

am
in

er can
 

play the P
S

E
 gam

e w
ith rem

ote subjects 
w

h
o
 d

o
n
't ev

en
 k

n
o
w

 th
ey

're p
artici-

p
an

ts. A
ll O

'T
o

o
le n

eed
ed

 in
 o

rd
er to

 
fin

d
 o

u
t w

h
eth

er so
m

e o
f th

e acto
rs in

 
th

e JF
K

 assassin
atio

n
 scen

ario
 w

ere 
telling the truth w

as access to old taped 
in

terv
iew

s th
ey

'd
 g

iv
en

 o
u
t y

ears ag
o
. 

O
'T

o
o
le fo

u
n
d
 so

m
e o

f th
ese rad

io
 

and television interview
s w

ith officials 
like D

r. J.J. H
um

es, w
ho perform

ed an 
au

to
p
sy

 o
n
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, an

d
 

m
em

b
ers o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

an
d
, m

o
st n

o
tab

ly
, L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald's hallw
ay interview

s in the D
allas 

p
o
lice statio

n
. W

h
ere p

rev
io

u
sly

 tap
ed

 
interview

s didn't exist (especially in the 
case o

f certain
 w

itn
esses in

 D
allas an

d
 

m
em

bers of the D
allas police), O

'T
oole 

p
lay

ed
 th

e ro
le o

f a jo
u
rn

alist d
o
in

g
 a 

ten
th

-an
n
iv

ersary
 sto

ry
 o

n
 th

e assassi-
nation, w

ent dow
n to T

exas w
ith a tape 

recorder and got his ow
n interview

s. 
In

 O
'T

o
o
le's ju

st released
 b

o
o
k
, T

h
e 

A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 T

a
p
es, h

e co
n
ten

d
s th

at 
m

a
n

y
 o

f th
e
 p

rin
c
ip

a
ls in

 th
is c

a
se

 
(ev

en
 Ju

stice W
arren

) w
ere n

o
t tellin

g
 

th
e tru

th
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 said
 th

ey
'd

 fo
u
n
d
 

no evidence of a conspiracy to assassi-
n
ate P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
. 

A
n
d
, m

o
st startlin

g
 o

f all, th
at L

ee 
H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 

w
as tellin

g
 th

e - tru
th

 
w

hen he said, to a nam
eless reporter in 

the D
allas police station w

ho asked him
 

w
h
eth

er h
e h

ad
 sh

o
t th

e p
resid

en
t, "I 

d
id

n
't sh

o
o
t an

y
b
o
d
y
, n

o
 sir." 

IV
. L

O
B

B
Y

IN
G

 F
O

R
 T

H
E

 

gent, liberal but unexciting group w
hich 

h
as d

ecid
ed

 to
 talk

 q
u
ietly

 w
ith

 in
d
i-

vidual congresspersons. 
T

hen there's som
ething else in C

am
-

bridge, M
assachusetts, called the A

ssas-
sin

atio
n
 In

fo
rm

atio
n
 B

u
reau

. T
h
e "b

u
-

reau" consisted of five young m
en w

hen 
I v

isited
 th

em
 last N

o
v
em

b
er. T

h
eir 

h
ead

q
u
arters w

ere in
 th

e h
o
m

e o
f C

arl 
O

g
lesb

y
 o

n
 A

rn
o
ld

 C
ircle in

 C
am

-
b
rid

g
e. O

g
lesb

y
, g

au
n
t, articu

late, a 
som

etim
e instructor at M

IT
, is a form

er 
p
re

sid
e
n
t o

f S
tu

d
e
n
ts fo

r a
 D

e
m

o
-

cratic S
ociety. H

e's 38 now
, but his four 

asso
ciates in

 th
e A

IB
„B

o
b

 K
atz, M

i- 

o
n
 th

e ro
ad

." In
 1

9
7
3
 an

d
 1

9
7
4
, th

e 
A

IB
 h

it m
o
re th

an
 1

5
0
 co

lleg
e cam

. 
p
u
ses, fro

m
 M

ain
e to

 H
aw

aii. A
n
d
 th

e 
crow

ds kept getting bigger. 
In

 th
e fall, after N

ix
o
n
's d

em
ise an

d
 

the succession of G
erald F

ord, the kids 
crow

ded into the A
IB

 lectures as never 
b
e
fo

re
. "Y

o
u
 g

u
y
s o

n
ly

 c
h
a
rg

in
g
 

$
7
5
0
?" said

 th
e cam

p
u
s h

o
n
ch

o
s in

 
ch

arg
e o

f b
o
o
k
in

g
 lectu

rers. "Y
o
u
're 

g
ettin

g
 b

ig
g
er cro

w
d
s th

an
 an

y
b
o
d
y
. 

Y
o
u
 o

u
g
h
ta ch

arg
e m

o
re." T

h
e A

IB
 

d
id

n
't ch

arg
e m

o
re. 

S
aid O

glesby: "W
e think it's up to us 

to
 p

o
liticize th

is q
u
estio

n
. W

e w
an

t to
  

hind this drive to reopen the JF
K

 case? 
"I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

," say
s O

g
lesb

y
. "S

o
 far, 

I'm
 th

e o
n
ly

 o
n
e I k

n
o
w

 o
f fro

m
 th

e 
A

n
tiw

ar M
o
v
em

en
t w

h
o
's in

to
 th

is. 
I've gotten som

e criticism
, in fact, from

 
som

e of m
y friends from

 the S
D

S
. T

hey 
w

o
n
d
er w

h
y
 I w

an
t to

 g
et in

v
o
lv

ed
. I 

tell th
em

 I w
an

t to
 g

et in
v
o
lv

ed
 b

e-
c
a
u
se

 I b
e
lie

v
e
 th

e
re

 w
a
s a

 c
o
u
p
 

d'etat in 1963 w
hich has influenced our 

p
o
litics ev

er sin
ce. S

in
ce th

en
, w

e'v
e 

h
ad

 a h
isto

ry
 o

f clan
d
estin

e p
o
litics in

 
the U

.S
.—

and w
e're fighting that, too." 

V
. T

H
E
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R

E
S

S
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W
ho w

ill force the issue? It m
ust be-

g
in

 w
ith

 th
e p

ress. W
ith

o
u
t p

ressu
re 

from
 the press, governm

ent officials do 
little. A

ttorney G
eneral R

ichard K
lein-

dienst prom
ised that the Justice D

epart-
m

ent w
ould attack W

atergate w
ith "the 

m
ost extensive, thorough and com

plete 
investigation since the assassination of 
P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
." T

h
e Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t d

id
 th

at--- : -an
d
 w

en
t n

o
 fu

r-
th

er u
p
 th

e lin
e th

an
 G

o
rd

o
n
 L

id
d
y
. 

B
u
t th

e p
ress d

id
n
't accep

t th
at o

fficial 
tru

th
 as th

e w
h
o
le tru

th
. T

h
e W

ashing-

to
n
 P

o
st w

en
t after th

e sto
ry

 an
d
 so

 
(la

te
r) d

id
 th

e
 re

st o
f th

e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l 

p
ress. F

in
ally

 an
d

 alm
o

st relu
ctan

tly
 

C
ongress acted. 
N

ow
, 11 years after the assassination 

o
f P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
, th

e p
ress m

u
st 

get back on the story it w
as once cover-

in
g
. B

ack
 in

 A
u
g
u
st 1

9
6
6
, an

 aid
e to

 

th
e K

en
n

ed
y

s w
h

o
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 as a 

sp
eech

w
riter fo

r b
o
th

 P
resid

en
t K

en
-

n
ed

y
 an

d
 P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
, R

ich
ard

 
N

. G
o
o
d
w

in
, called

 fo
r a reo

p
en

in
g
 o

f 
th

e case—
an

d
 ad

d
ed

 th
at o

th
er frien

d
s 

of the K
ennedys agreed w

ith him
. 

B
y early 1967, both L

ife and the Sat-
urday E

vening P
ost did stories blasting 

m
an

y
 o

f th
e W

arren
 R

ep
o
rt's co

n
clu

-
sions. L

ife used fram
es from

 the Z
apru-

d
er film

 to
 m

ak
e a case fo

r a n
ew

 o
ffi-

cial in
v
estig

atio
n
. A

n
d
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk 

T
im

es organized a task force of report- 
 _

. . 



T
h

e p
ress d

ro
p

p
ed

 its 
co

n
sp

ira
cy

 In
v
estig

a
tio

n
s 

a
fter th

e G
a
rriso

n
 d

eb
a
cle. 

A
ssassination T

apes, he contends that 
m

an
y
 o

f th
e p

rin
cip

als in
 th

is case 
(even Justice W

arren) w
ere not telling 

the truth w
hen they said they'd found 

no evidence of a conspiracy to assassi-
nate P

resident K
ennedy. 

A
n
d
, m

o
st startlin

g
 o

f all, th
at L

ee 
H

arvey
. O

sw
ald 

w
as tellin

g
 th

e tru
th

 
w

hen he said, to a nam
eless reporter in 

the D
allas police station w

ho asked him
 

w
h
eth

er h
e h

ad
 sh

o
t th

e p
resid

en
t, "I 

didn't shoot anybody, no sir." 

IV
.. LO

BBY
IN

G
 FO

R TH
E 

SU
PPO

R
T O

F C
O

N
G

R
ESS 

If O
sw

ald
 d

id
n
't d

o
 it, w

h
o
 d

id
? 

T
here are a lot of conspiracy theories. 

A
 congressional task force is needed to 

evaluate them
 all. If the agencies them

-
selves, the S

ecret S
ervice, the F

B
I, the 

C
IA

, A
rm

y and N
avy Intelligence, are 

them
selves an object of the investiga-

tion, then, quite obviously, w
e can't ex-

p
ect th

em
 (o

r an
y
o
n
e in

 th
e ran

k
s o

f 
traditional law

 enforcem
ent) to investi 

gate them
selves, or investigate anyone 

w
ith old-boy ties to any part of the in-

telligence com
m

unity. 
A

nd don't expect m
uch from

 the Jus-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t eith

er. A
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f 
W

arren C
om

m
ission critics, including 

M
ary

 F
errell o

f D
allas an

d
 B

ern
ard

 
F

en
sterw

ald
, recen

tly
 p

resen
ted

 th
e 

U
.S

. A
tto

rn
ey

's o
ffice in

 D
allas w

ith
 

ev
id

en
ce th

ey
'd

 g
ath

ered
 w

h
ich

 th
ey

 
hoped w

ould help reopen the case be-
fore federal courts in D

allas. T
heir proj-

ect failed. A
ssistant U

.S
. A

ttorney K
en-

neth M
ighell said he saw

 nothing new
 

in the evidence they gave him
. 

T
he only likely forum

 is a congres-
sio

n
al co

m
m

ittee, w
h

ich
 is b

ein
g
' 

pushed by R
epresentative G

onzalez—
and you can expect no endorsing action 
by enough m

em
bers of C

ongress unless 
and until public opinion keeps building. 

W
ho w

ill build it? T
here are various 

citizen lobbies at w
ork. T

here's one ac-
tive group in W

ashington D
.C

. under 
the leadership of M

ark L
ane and M

ar-
cus R

askin (w
ho is director of the In-

stitu
te fo

r P
o
licy

 S
tu

d
ies), an

 in
telli- 

chael G
ee,, D

ave W
illiam

s and H
arvey 

Y
azijian, are all in their 20s. 
T

he group began w
ith no particular 

political goal in m
ind. B

ob K
atz w

as a 
reporter in B

oston w
ho had done som

e 
reading on the JF

K
 assassination and 

one day he w
orked up a little slide lec-

ture and presented it to som
e students 

in B
oston. A

fter that, he got m
ore invi-

tations, m
ostly from

 college groups. 
K

atz and his friends started learning 
all they could about the assassination 
of JF

K
 and the W

arren C
om

m
ission's 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 th

ey
 w

ere p
u
zzled

 
and excited by w

hat they heard. In the 
fall o

f 1
9
7
3
, after th

e S
en

ate W
ater-

g
ate h

earin
g
s, K

atz, w
ith

 th
e h

elp
 o

f 
his buddies, w

ent national w
ith a slide 

lecture called "W
ho K

illed JF
K

?" 
"A

t first," says. D
ave W

illiam
s w

ith 
disarm

ing frankness, "it w
as just a gig. 

Ju
st so

m
eth

in
g
 to

 d
o
. M

ay
b
e m

ak
e a 

little m
o
n
ey

. T
h
en

 w
e started

 g
ettin

g
 

m
ore dates than one m

an could handle. 
W

e realized that the young people w
ere 

hungry and thirsty' for the truth. T
hey 

had a feeling they'd been conned about 
the assassination. W

e put three team
s  

tak
e th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 a w
id

e au
d
-

ience. W
e w

ant the people at large to 
get so interested in answ

ers that every 
presidential candidate in the '76 cam

-
p
aig

n
 w

ill b
e fo

rced
 to

 tak
e a p

o
-

sition on reopening the case. W
e w

ant 
to m

ake it a central issue of the cam
-

paign." • 
T

he A
IB

 took a step tow
ard that goal 

early in F
ebruary by organizing a con-

ference on the assassination. T
hey as-

sem
b
led

 so
m

e o
f th

e -nation's better-
k
n
o
w

n
 critics fo

r th
ree d

ay
s o

f o
p
en

 
m

eetings and discussions. T
he list of 

invitees w
as hardly a safe one the A

IB
 

invited som
e w

hose w
ork has already 

been discredited as a passel of lies and/ 
or paranoid fabrications. "It's all right," 
said

 O
g
lesb

y
. "C

o
m

p
etitio

n
 fo

r th
e 

truth is good, because it forces every-
one to m

ake the best possible case." 
O

glesby looks to the S
ixties for his 

m
odel. "O

ur m
ovem

ent is likely to ex-
press itself like the A

ntiw
ar M

ovem
ent 

d
id

—
 w

ith
 te

a
c
h
-in

s a
ll o

v
e
r th

e
 

country." 
D

oes O
glesby feel that veterans of 

the A
ntiw

ar M
ovem

ent m
ight get be- 

th
e K

en
n
ed

y
s w

h
o
 h

ad
 serv

ed
 as a 

speechw
riter for both P

resident K
en- 

nedy and P
resident Johnson, R

ichard 
N

. G
oodw

in, called for a reopening of 
the case—

and added that other friends 
of the K

ennedys agreed w
ith him

. 
B

y early 1967, both L
ife and the S

a
t-

urday E
vening P

ost did stories blasting 
m

any of the W
arren R

eport's conclu-
sions. L

ife used fram
es from

 the Z
apru-

_ der film
 to m

ake a case for a new
 offi-

cial investigation. A
nd the N

ew
 Y

o
rk 

T
im

es organized a task force of report-
ers u

n
d
er H

arriso
n
 S

alisb
u
ry

 "to
 g

o
 

back over all the areas of doubt and ... 
- elim

inate them
." 

B
u
t S

alisb
u
ry

 an
d
 h

is team
 d

id
n
't 

elim
in

ate th
e areas o

f d
o
u
b
t. In

 a re-
cent interview

, S
alisbury said his task 

fo
rce g

o
t ab

o
u
t h

alfw
ay

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e 
investigation w

hen a standing request 
he had m

ade for a visa to H
anoi cam

e 
through at last. H

e put the JF
K

 project 
on the shelf ,("I w

as the only one w
ho 

h
eld

 all th
e strin

g
s," h

e say
s, "an

d
 I 

didn't w
ant to give the thing to anyone 

else") and flew
 off to P

aris and H
anoi. 

S
alisb

u
ry

's d
isp

atch
es fro

m
 H

an
o
i 

caused a furor in W
ashington, and after 

h
e retu

rn
ed

, h
e h

ad
 to

 testify
 b

efo
re 

congressional com
m

ittees. 
B

y A
pril of 1967, S

alisbury says, he 
and his team

 had sim
ply "lost interest" 

in their JF
K

 project. "N
obody told us 

to stop," he says. "W
e just felt that no-

body cared." 
B

ut it w
as precisely at this tim

e that 
N

ew
 O

rleans district attorney Jim
 G

ar-
rison indicted C

lay S
haw

 (G
arrison said 

he w
as C

IA
) for com

plicity in a plot to 
kill P

resident K
ennedy. R

epresentatives 
of the press stream

ed into N
ew

 O
rleans 

fro
m

 all o
v
er th

e w
o
rld

 to
 see w

h
at 

G
arrison really had. It turned out that 

he didn't have m
uch. S

alisbury doesn't 
rem

em
b
er th

at G
arriso

n
's activ

ities 
w

ere a factor in his decision to drop the 
investigation. A

s he tells it, there w
asn't 

ev
en

 an
 o

v
ert d

ecisio
n
 to

 d
ro

p
 it. H

e 
just had other things to do. 

G
ene R

oberts, now
 executive editor 


