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Jim
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Free the JFK
 Papers 

W
h

a
te

v
e
r th

e
 m

e
rits o

f O
liv

e
r S

to
n

e
's 

"JF
K

," it h
as fo

cu
sed

 n
ew

 atten
tio

n
 o

n
 u

n
an

-
sw

ered
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e p
resid

en
t's assas-

sin
atio

n
. A

t its co
n
clu

sio
n
, th

e m
o
v
ie p

o
in

ted
ly

 
n
o
tes th

at C
o
n
g
ress itself is resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r 

su
p
p
ressin

g
 m

u
ch

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

at co
u
ld

 sh
ed

 
lig

h
t o

n
 su

ch
 q

u
estio

n
s. 

U
n
til recen

tly
, release o

f th
e co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

re
c
o

rd
s w

a
s b

e
in

g
 b

lo
c
k

e
d

 b
y

 R
e
p

. L
o

u
is 

S
to

k
e
s (D

-O
h
io

), fo
rm

e
r c

h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 

H
o
u

se S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee o

n
 A

ssassin
atio

n
s, 

w
h
ich

 in
v
estig

ated
 th

e m
u
rd

ers o
f P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n
ed

y
 an

d
 th

e R
ev

. M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. 

in
 th

e
 la

te
 1

9
7

0
s. A

fte
r a

 tw
o

-y
e
a
r p

ro
b

e
 

co
stin

g
 m

o
re th

an
 $

5
 m

illio
n
, th

e H
S

C
A

 re-
leased

 its fin
al rep

o
rt in

 1
9
7
9
. It co

n
clu

d
ed

 
th

at th
ere w

as a "h
ig

h
 p

ro
b

ab
ility

" K
en

n
ed

y
 

w
as k

illed
 as th

e resu
lt o

f a co
n

sp
iracy

 an
d

 
th

at th
e "lik

elih
o
o
d
" w

as th
at K

in
g
 w

as to
o
. 

T
h
e E

IS
C

A
's o

fficial rep
o
rt co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at 

tw
o

 g
u

n
m

en
 h

ad
 fired

 at K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 D
ealey

 
P

laza, in
clu

d
in

g
 o

n
e fro

m
 th

e fam
o
u
s "g

rassy
 

k
n
o
ll" td

 th
e
 rig

h
t fro

n
t o

f th
e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t's 

lim
o

u
sin

e
. T

h
e
 H

S
C

A
 d

id
 n

o
t id

e
n

tify
 th

is 
seco

n
d
 g

u
n
m

an
. it d

id
 id

en
tify

 th
ree p

erso
n
s it 

co
n
sid

ered
 lik

elc su
sp

ects in
 a co

n
sp

iracy
 to

  

k
ill K

e
n
n
e
d
y
: fo

rm
e
r T

e
a
m

ste
rs p

re
sid

e
n
t 

Jim
m

y
 H

o
ffa an

d
 tw

o
 M

afia fig
u
res, S

an
to

s 
T

raffican
te an

d
 C

arlo
s M

arcello
. M

arcello
, 

w
h

o
 w

a
s la

te
r ja

ile
d

 o
n

 u
n

re
la

te
d

 b
rib

e
ry

 
ch

arg
es, is still aliv

e. 
T

h
e H

o
u

se co
m

m
ittee's in

v
estig

atio
n

, w
h

ich
 

fo
llo

w
ed

 d
isclo

su
res in

 th
e m

id
-'7

0
s o

f C
IA

 
assassin

atio
n
 p

lo
ts ag

ain
st F

id
el C

astro
 an

d
 

o
th

er fo
reig

n
 lead

ers, w
as th

e m
o
st ex

ten
siv

e 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e K

en
n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
 to

 
d

ate. N
ev

erth
eless, m

an
y

 stu
d

en
ts o

f th
e K

en
-

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
 b

eliev
e th

e co
m

m
ittee's 

p
ro

b
e w

as b
ad

ly
 flaw

ed
, n

o
tin

g
, am

o
n
g
 o

th
er 

th
in

g
s, th

at its in
q

u
iry

 fo
cu

sed
 alm

o
st o

b
ses-

siv
e
ly

 o
n

 th
e
 o

rg
a
n

iz
e
d

 c
rim

e
 a

n
g

le
 to

 th
e
 

ex
clu

sio
n

 o
f o

th
er p

o
ssib

le lead
s. B

y
 its o

w
n

 
ad

m
issio

n
, th

e co
m

m
ittee ran

 o
u
t o

f tim
e an

d
 

m
o
n
ey

 b
efo

re it co
u
ld

 an
sw

er m
an

y
 o

f th
e 

q
u
estio

n
s raised

 b
y
 its o

w
n
 in

v
estig

atio
n
. It 

p
assed

 th
e b

u
ck

 to
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t, 

reco
m

m
en

d
in

g
 th

at Ju
stice in

v
estig

ate certain
 

m
atters th

e co
m

m
ittee h

ad
 n

o
t reso

lv
ed

. B
u

t 
Ju

stice sat o
n
 th

e m
atter fo

r n
early

 a d
ecad

e 
b
efo

re d
ism

issin
g
 th

e n
eed

 fo
r fu

rth
er in

v
esti-

g
atio

n
. 

T
h
e IIS

C
A

's fin
al rep

o
rt su

ccin
eilv

 stated
  

th
e
 c

a
se

 fo
r p

u
b
lic

 d
isc

lo
su

re
 o

f th
e
 fa

c
ts 

su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
rs o

f K
o

n
n

e
d

y
 a

n
d

 
K

in
g
. "It is essen

tial," it said
, "m

at o
n
ly

 th
at 

p
erso

n
s b

e ab
le to

 ju
d
g
e th

e p
erfo

rm
an

ce o
f 

th
e ex

ecu
tiv

e ag
en

cies b
u
t th

at th
ey

 b
e ab

le to
 

ju
d
g
e th

e co
m

m
ittee's p

erfo
rm

an
ce as w

ell. 
S

u
c
h

 is th
e
 v

e
ry

 e
sse

n
c
e
 o

f re
x

e
se

n
ta

tiv
e
 

d
em

o
cracy

." N
o

tw
ith

stan
d

in
g

 th
is acco

lad
e to

 
o
p
en

n
ess, th

e H
S

C
A

 w
en

t o
u
t o

f ex
isten

ce 
w

ith
o
u
t m

ak
in

g
 an

y
 p

ro
v
isio

n
 fo

r p
u
b
lic access 

to
 its re

c
o

rd
s. A

s a
 re

su
lt, b

y
 le

tte
r d

a
te

d
 

A
p

ril 2
, 1

9
7

9
, th

e C
lerk

 o
f th

e H
o

u
se sen

t 8
4

8
 

b
o

x
es o

f H
S

C
A

 d
o

cu
m

en
ts o

n
 is K

en
n

ed
y

-
K

ing p
ro

b
es to

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

rch
iv

es. T
h
ere, 

u
n
d
er a H

o
u
se ru

le, th
ey

 rem
ain

 sealed
 fo

r a 
p
erio

d
 o

f 5
0
 y

ears. T
h
ey

 are n
o
w

 sch
ed

u
led

 
fo

r release o
n
 A

p
ril 1

, 2
0
2
9
. 

R
ealizin

g
 th

e en
o
rm

o
u
s p

o
ten

tial sig
n
ifi-

c
a
n
c
e
 o

f th
e
se

 file
s, th

e
 la

te
 R

e
p
. S

te
w

a
rt 

M
cK

in
n
ey

, a R
ep

u
b
lican

 fro
m

 C
o
n
n
ecticu

t 
w

h
o
 h

a
d
 se

rv
e
d
 o

n
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 c
o
m

m
itte

e
, 

in
tro

d
u

ced
 a reso

lu
tio

n
 in

 1
9

8
3

 to
 m

ak
e th

e 
re

c
o
rd

s p
u
b
lic

. T
h
e
 M

c
K

in
n
e
y
 re

so
lu

tio
n
, 

w
h
ich

 w
as rein

tro
d
u
ced

 in
 1

9
8
5
, en

listed
 6

4
 

co
sp

o
n

so
rs in

 th
e H

o
u

se, in
clu

d
in

g
 all o

f th
e 

fo
rm

er m
em

b
ers o

f th
e select co

m
m

ittee still 

se
rv

in
g
 e

x
c
e
p
t (o

r th
e
ir c

b
a
.rin

a
n

, R
c
p

: 

S
to

k
es. B

u
t it w

as n
ev

er v
o

ted
 o

n
 b

y
 th

e lu
ll 

H
o

u
se an

d
 n

ev
er b

ecam
e law

 b
ecau

se o
f th

e 
o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 b

y
 S

to
k
es. 

T
h

e M
cK

in
n

ey
 reso

lu
tio

n
 ad

o
p

ted
 th

e g
u

id
e-

lin
e
s th

a
t w

e
re

 u
se

d
 to

 re
le

a
se

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

's reco
rd

s. M
o

st o
f th

e 3
0

0
 cu

b
ic 

feet o
f W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 reco

rd
s h

av
e b

een
 

released
 b

y
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es. W
h
ile th

o
se 

th
at rem

ain
 w

ith
h

eld
 sh

o
u

ld
 b

e released
, th

ey
 

are d
w

arfed
 in

 m
ag

n
itu

d
e an

d
 p

o
ten

tial sig
n

ifi-

cance by the H
ouse com

m
ittee's records. 

S
to

k
es o

p
p
o
sed

 release o
f th

e H
o

u
se co

m
-

m
ittee's reco

rd
s u

n
til o

n
ly

 recen
tly

, say
in

g
 th

at 
th

e m
aterial it h

ad
 n

o
t p

u
b
lish

ed
 h

ad
 co

m
e 

m
ain

ly
 fro

m
 th

e F
lit an

d
 co

n
sisted

 o
f ru

m
o
rs 

an
d

 d
efam

ato
ry

 m
aterial. T

h
e first claim

 is in
 

erro
r. In

 1
9

8
4

. G
. R

o
ller! B

lak
ey

. w
h

o
 serv

ed
 

a
s th

e
 IIS

C
A

's c
h
ie

f c
o
u
n
se

l, sw
o
re

 in
 a

n
 

affid
av

it filed
 in

 fed
eral co

u
rt th

at th
e co

w
- 

hraest'''lbsete''n
 so

u
g

h
t 

m
ittee "w

as n
o
t ab

le to
 p

u
b
lish

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 

w
an

ted
 In

 p
u
b
lish

 o
r w

h
ich

 w
as relev

an
t to

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t's assassin

atio
n

. as it ran
 m

a o
f lim

e 
an

d
 ap

p
ro

p
riatio

n
s." A

s to
 "ru

m
o

rs an
d

 d
efam

a-
to

ry
 m

aterial," th
e M

cK
in

n
ey

 reso
lu

tio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 

ex
c Rleudie easseuc ohf itHifos rcnA latrincu rofrr sdtso

 

n
o

t o
n

ly
 b

y
 stu

d
en

ts o
f th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

a-

tio
n
 b

u
t b

y
 su

p
p
o
rters o

f th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
 as w

ell. Iro
n
ically

, th
e K

G
B

 in
 M

o
sco

w
 

h
a
s n

o
w

 o
p
e
n
e
d
 its file

s o
n
 L

e
e
 H

a
rv

e
y
 

j O
sw

ald
 to

 A
B

C
 N

ew
s, y

et th
e files C

o
n
g
ress 

accu
m

u
lated

 at en
o

rm
o

u
s p

u
b

lic ex
p

en
se re-

m
ain

 lo
ck

ed
 u

p
 in

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

rch
iv

es—
th

e 
• keep

er o
f o

u
r national h

isto
ry

—
u
n
til th

e y
ear 

2
0

2
9

. W
illiam

 W
eb

ster, fo
rm

er F
B

I and 
C

IA
 

ch
ief, recen

tly
 said

 th
at h

e k
n
o
w

s o
f n

o
 n

atio
n
-

al secu
rity

 reaso
n

s fo
r k

eep
in

g
 reco

rd
s o

n
 th

e 

K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
 secret, an

d
 it is clear 

th
at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e C
o

ld
 W

ar an
d

 th
e d

isin
te-

g
ratio

n
 o

f th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 h

av
e ex

tin
g
u
ish

ed
 

th
is ju

stificatio
n
 fo

r secrecy
. 

It is tim
e to

 release th
e H

o
u
se co

m
m

ittee's 

reco
rd

s. 
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