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JFK GONUNDRUM

UPL/ Bertmann

wenty-eight years after President Kennedy's death, litigation attempt-

ing to pry data from reluctant federal agencies continues, Thousands of

pages of documents released are in a Washington, D.C., archive run by
the main JFK-Freedom of Information Act litigator. Pages 34-36.

Attorney
Goodwill
Increases

Doors slowly open on
sales of law practices.

By RiTA HENLEY JENSEN
Nuwasl Law Jowrnsl Sl Reporter

IN BOME states, a lawyer's or a law
firm's reputation now ls worth cold
cash.

In the past two years, several states
have opened the door to the commer-
cial sale of a lawyer’s practice — and
maost include goodwill

At the same Uime, however, other
statles are standing on traditional eth-
fcs and refusing to permit law firms lo
be sold

Historically, codes of professional
conduct have barred attorneys or a
partnership of aitorneys trom selling a
law practice. And if & law practice can-
not be sold, the courts have reasoned in
many, but not all cases, that goodwill
— the money value of a law practice's
reputation — cannol have a markst
value,

However, in one suit now pending In

Continued on page 33
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OPEN QUESTION: The public, as one oourt put It has
interest’ In the Kennedy assassinstion. And s majority of Americans —

including

UPI/Betmann

‘an almost unending some of the Inwyern Involved In litigation te apen up governmeni records — do not
buy the Warren Comminsion’s lone-asasasin finding.

JFK Conundrum

Lawyers have become
litigation pests to
bureaucrats for JFK

assassination records.

By Axprew BrLum
Nationsl Law Journal Suft Repacver

* A second cotisga Industry, Page 38.

for years have not belleved the official

* The ‘Gsorge Bush' link, Page 238.

crannles of government for Informa-
tion on the ahooting. The common link
In these suits and pravious ones (a
FOILA. eoacted in 1988 — and amended
in 1974 — and denial of requenta.

As with the entire JFK sags. even
the HECA'n findings are questioned

WASHINGTON — Around the corner
from Ford's Theater, & small group of
lawyers and researchers haa gathered
what may be Lthe most extensive
records outside of government on the
assassinstion of John F. Kennedy.

Bituated in & nondescript bullding
near FBI headquariers, the Assansina-
tlon Archives and Research Center has
becoma a litigation pest to bureaucrats
under the Freedom of Information Act,
and a resource for scholars, conspira-
ey bulfs and Lhe media expmining the
official lone-assassin theory of the
Wurren Commiszion.

Though national attention usually is
focused on the 1963 slaying only on
Nov. 22, for the AARC studying it and
other assassinations ls a full-time vo-
eatlon. Its most prominent ongoing le-
gal action stems from the 1978 report
by the House Select Commities on As-
sassinations thail there llkely was an-
olher gunman besides Lee Harvey On-
wald — and a piot to kill JFK. Bui the
committee went out of existence and
its filen wore seaied for 50 years. To-
duy, 28 yeara after the assassination,
mome argue the key may lie there. But
ex-HSCA Chief Counsel G. Robert Bla-
key says there is no evidence In gov-
ernment files that would answer who
else was behind such a plot

After an unsuccessful FOLA request,
the AARC took legal action. And since
1981 the House and government agen-
cies have been batiling lawsuits seek-
Ing the data so the AARC, its members
and others can probe the nooks and

Warren C igslon counsel David W.
Belin says Mr. Blakey, now & professor
of law and perhaps best known as the
father of the Racketeer Influenced and
Corrupt Organizations Act, had a ma-
jor role In formulsating the conspiracy
finding, & conclusion Professor Blaksy
denles. Mr. Balin, now a partner at Des
Moines, Jowsa's Belin Harria Helmick
Lamson McCormick P.C.. derides
charges of conapiracy by the CIA or
others, Files, he says, should be open to
debunk that myth

That may nol satlafy skeptlon who

asan put forth by the
Warren Commission. A recent Gallup
Poll shows T3 percent of Americans do
not belleve one man killed JFK. The
confliet in theories and the officlal ver-
slon have led scholars lo seek govern-
ment records and to sue. .
As the US. Cirocuit Court of Appe
for the District of Columbia sald In &
1880 declalon In a case on a

and J. Edgar Hoover all surface in
some way.

The assassination remains a favorite
in some 600 books and a number of
movies. And now, perhaps most contro-
versially, Oliver Stone’s “JFK™ is hit-
ting the screens. In I, Kevin Costner
plays Mr, Garrison, who broughlt —
and lost — the only assaasinalion-con-
spiracy case, and who retired Nov. 1 as

document involving information on
Mr. Opwald's visits to Mexlco City, the
public has “an almost unending inter-
esi” in the assassination. Allen v. CL4,
838 F.ad 1287.
Mestly FOIA Begquesis

Examining the history of JFK litiga-
tian, one comes upon & veritable who's
who of polities and law, George Bush,
Professor Blakey, former New Orleans
Districl Attormey Jim Garrisgn, Mr.
Belin, Judge John J. Sirica of Water-
gate {ame, Gerald Ford, Lyndon John-
son, Watergate burglar Frank Sturgis

Susan Munisk

PRESERVATION: James H, Lesar sayn the archive's goal Is not to prove that a
conspirncy exisied, but o collect and preserve on U

al i appeals judge Mr. Garri:
son has & cameo role as Bupreme
Court Chief Justice Earl Warren. The
movie is hased partly on his book

Among the FOIA suita, according to
“The Ansasaination of John F. Kenne-
dy: A Comprehenalve Historical and
Legal Bibliography, 1963-1970," by
DeLloyd J. Guih and David R. Wrane
(Greenwood Press: Westport, Conn,
1980):

® Lane v, U8. Becret Service, 76-0227
{D.D.C.). A suit by the American Civil
Liberties Union on behalf of iongtime
Warren Commission eritic and lawyer
Mark Lane sought records under con-
trol of the Secret Service and Treasury
Department relating 1o the sssasaina-
tion. Some records were released.

e Erner v. FBI Civ 76-88-8 (SD.
Calit). Judith Exner, who says she
was one of JFK'a lovers, sued to com-
pel the FBI to disclose records on her.
The court ordered the FBI to comply,

& Fensterwald v. Department of Jus-
tice, 861-72 (D.D.C)). Lawyer Bernard
Fensterwald sued [or coples of three
pictures of an unidentified man shown
by tederal agenta to & Mexican official
an the poasible person he saw enlering
the Cuban mission in Mexieo City in
October 1983. The photographs, part of
the Warren Commiasion record, were
releaned.

# Levy v. US. Secrel Service. T8-0307
{D.D.C.). A private Tesearcher success-
fully sought 99 documenis so he could
test JFK evidence.

* Welsberg v. General Services Ad-
ministration, 2082-73 (D.D.C.). Author
Harold Weisberg sued for the release
of the transeript of an exscutive sea-
Continued on page 36



In Second JFK Cottage
Industry, Lawyers Opine
On the Assassination

Beyond all the FOIA litigation, n

second coltage industry — that of

::l::m:lu:m thlut:-ulb Thc various bOOkS baCk
has consumed & lot of time. The booka .

back sundry conspiracy theories, sundry conspiracy plots,
defend the Warren Commisalon ¥

clalm o salve the crime. defend the work of the
In 1988, ex-New Orloans —

Jim Garrison wrots “On Warren Commission or
muumnumﬂ:u‘nmju it e i i
angther of the many (0] ve €.
Dha thry i ot am SO € Crimi
of Kennedy,” he wriles. "It

instead, a chronicle of
= ‘nlmmnwhn!.rhﬂln ClAurmntm-mm.:nu/muunq
to the truth about the murder and group waa behind .
!“mmmwhﬂhlt' Wmmmuw
And while many books have ralsed s ’ ﬂ“m"“m
Bout e A
the falled Bay of Pigs invasion and
“much of this information remaing 1
mhnnwl:nhmuﬂnyu( tw. 'ﬂ"mmmmﬂn
" He says a conapiracy
involved the CLA, FBI and state and Tas ":n':z::“d‘f;‘"‘"“
Mr. Belln sayn one
Another lawyer /suthor, langtime bas to belisve that Jack Ruby executed
conspiracy buff Mark Lane, wrote . Ouwald on behalf of other
“Plausible Denial: Wan the CIA conspirators. But. he says, “Ruby
Involved in the Assassination of JFKT™ happened upon the scene.
Wlﬂlmmmtﬁumw of & Ruby, .. were & hitman he would not
m overs kil Osw plain sight,”
slory that W, lar and ex. e I
CIA agent E. Howard Hunt was in the Proteasor
Dallas Uhe day of the killing, Mr. Lane g Sy <
says his client was acquitted snd the Houss Balect on
Jury balieved the possibility that the found that Mr.
Owwald acted alons. But, “at the Last
other e

\_4

David W. Balin

CIA was lavolved. CIA spokesman

Mark Manafield says, “There ls

abaolutaly no basis for such an
egation”

. Robart Biakay

‘The Role of J. Edgar Hoover in the
Assassination of President Kennedy,”
by attorney Mark North, claims M,

knowledge of & Mafla plot. Mr. Hoover,
the guthor claims, did 80 to make sure
It would succeed. The book says the
Carlos Marcellp organized crime
family of New Orieans was Involved in
the -

But perhaps the most controversial
‘book, “Final 2 The Full
Truth About the Assassination
President Kennedy," by Warren
Commisslon counsel David W, Belin in
liﬂ.ml-dwd.inm-mmthhnm
him, Prot. G. Robert Blakey of Notre
Dame Univeraity Law School and the

Professor Blakey denles any last-
minute change at the H8CA; rather
there were two seta of staff findings for
the committee to use. One finding
showed there was & second gunman
who missed,

“We established the validity of the
the single-shot theory,” says Professor
Blakey, noting go
will not reveal an;

operations. And by now, the second
ahooter “{s probably selling hot dogs
somewhere.”

Professor Blaksy says unpubliahed
doeummmuw:!wnmm;lof;
conspiracy and the outside experts
neithar negated the HSCA nor
confirmed them. The HSCA called for
& third lest but none was done. Sines
the H8CA was out of existence It could
nol come back for any follow-up.

Because there la no evidence to show
who was behind that

Blakey says it's better to let
it resi. “The man la dead. He's in
This will not settle

the Amanssination Archives and an,
Research Center's James H. Lesar, Mr. Lesar oalls Professor an
Mr. Belin defenda the il to finding out the truth.
but criticizes Professor Blakey and s his own aas. He's
movies tor consplracy the only one to write a book based on
Baying & recent Arts & Entertainment his knowledge of the documents,” says
TV series Ignored doctors whose Mr. Lesar, referring to the 1981 book
review of autopsy data led (o an *“The Plot to Kill the President:
unsquivocable balief the fatal shots Crime Assassinated JFK —
came from the roar, Mr. Belin, adds The Definltive Story.”
that “JFK™ — the Oliver Stone movie Noting that there |s a 370-page
out this month — is “40 milon worth  staff report an Mr, Oewald's soiiyities
§flas” FK" disribton Witide 1n Mexico City, Mr. Leasr says “1t's not
Brothers calls It “a k. p ble that would not shed light on
Thres Theories the Houss d in fta

Consplracy buffs tend to side with
one of three general theories: that the

report.”
— dndrew Blum
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DInEcTon oF CevTaanL INTELIIQENCE

September 15, 1976

NOTE FOR: DOCI

A recent Jack Anderson story referred
to a Hovember 1563 (?) CIA cabls, the
subject matter of which had some UK
Journalist observing Jack Ruby visiting
Trafficante in jail. 1Is there sucha
cable? If so I would like to see it.

This 1s the same cable that .
Hike Madigan, Minority Counsel for the

SSC, has, asked for.

Geor, ush

Probing Nooks and Crannies
For Clues on Kennedy Murder

Continuad from page 3§
sion of the Warren Commisalon held on Jan. 77, 1964,

book. Mr. Welaberg losi and was appealing when
Irmeﬂp{ was nlund. The donun':‘li“:hln

o the fon and the forma-
mummmﬂuum Wrons.

The AARC clearinghouse, which has worked with
Mr. Wﬂm-umhxmwmmxr
Fenaterwald, a of and iter for
JFK and & drafter of FOLA. It Is the maln JFE-FOIA

mmmmummtmm.m

cessor was Mr. Fensterwald's Committee to Investl-

gate Assassinations, founded in 1969.)

Mr. Lesar anys AARCa goal ls not to prove that a

m:ﬂlmeﬂﬂ&hﬂhedhﬂﬂmm
“A lot of want Lo

mmmmummmmum

DIRECTOR'S MEMO: George Bush, while CIA direc-
tor, Inguired sbout = story en Jack Ruby.

Documents Released
Contain References

To ‘George Bush’

Among the documenis uncovered in the search for
JFK-related 'George

him and CIA officials: President Bush headed the
CIA from 1976-1977.

In one case, the Washington, D.C.-based
Assasslnation

stories,” says Mr. Lesar. Among items that ghowed
up were notes on memos batween the CIA director
und d and Ressarch
Center Inc. v. Gmhlnlﬁpnmlgm CA 88-2800
{DD.C.),

the notes was one writien by Mr. Bush Sept.

Among
15, 1976, to hia chisf deputy, which referred toa.l‘m
Anderaon story on & 1983 CIA cable that an

fon of the or is there la no
puitlnnwluld-'&nyllhqnmmltnhlnhoﬂ.
conspiracy to kill JFK, but beyond thal It's apecula-
ton.
Whatever its goal, the task is difficult. The AARC
hmwmhmnlhmaolndupumdmm-
‘walling by the over Infor FOLA

elaims, assertions and
what some have described as offioialdom Just not
‘wanting to alr its old lnen in publie.
On a recent fall day, the lack of g it

ocoop-
aration ssamed far from Mr. Lasnr’s mind as he gave

operations, organized
mmmwﬂuh—mm;-im.mpm-o!m]
files on the a 48,000-card

index to fles of the FBI Dallas office on the slaying:
80,000 pages of records the FBI gave to the HSCA,
with data on organized crime figures; and an Index of
30,000 intelligence-related names.

Despite this mass of information, the AARC be-

Bureau
mmlelllmedinmhupummnpmmtﬂ

“Al least that many more are stil]l out there,™ Mr.
Lesar saays.

jwru.ll.n saw Jack Ruby visit a mob figure in jail.
there such & cable™ Mr. Bush asked “If so I
'uljﬂlihmlll -
Another note from Mr. Bush to his deputy was

linked to the CLA. “Beymour, will this cause problems
gltmrmmmmmmmmrmm

In & memo to Mr, Bush, & deputy told him about &

Mr, lmrmnthmmnwmn also
came up in other d Ome ltem rel

for y

One of the governmant’s key objections to reless-

Ing more documents, Mr. Lesar says, ia that intelli-

thering operations would be compromised.
He Is now bandling two cases in federal court here
seeking documents from the House, DOD, the CLA
and the F'BI on behalf of Mark A. Allen. an sttorney
and AARC member. “With the Cold War over, what Is
the rationale for holding on to a lot of this atuffT"
says Mr, Lesar.

In one case, U.S. District Judge Thomas A Flan-
nery said on Nov. 4 the AARC has until January to
mmum:“vmnhmhdu review that
will une 100 & 1o test g

were review of dec-
ummn.'l‘udlte,uldded.mmupnumutml
documents referred Lo other agencies were returned
mmmmmmwmmmm“ﬁmmu

t to FOI ‘The FBI noted that
mmlnmm‘m‘mcml
scope.

Withholding Information

One of the more curious FOIA requests was made
by Warren Commission defender Mr, Belin, who in
1578 sought CIA records. He had served on the Rocke-
feller Commisaion, which probed CIA activities, and
used FOLA o check on the avallability of documents
he saw when on the commission and which he knew
contained no secrets. Ha got little. *T knew how lttle 1
gol because I'd already seen IL™

The Rockefeller Commisaion found that the CIA
Iu.d-ilhhdd data from the Warren Commission on

elaimns only in this case. Mr., l‘uruyl!.h:mm
raleased 3,000 to 4,000 documents, many of them news

Mark Mansfield and Justice De-
Richard R. Brown

mmuuy-mnmm-m;,.umn
Bush at the CIA waa briefed by the FBI on the
reaction of Cuban exiles. Ancther sald that & George
Mcnummumnmaydmmrlu
mm.mmmw

declined to

comment on the case. But In an Aug. § status report

with the court, the CIA sald il recently processed

2,400 documenta, 139 of which were referred to other
The

oung Republicans. The FBI waa unlnl.lnblc lur
¥y
mmwmm'hmmﬂuﬂﬂm"

Mr, Manafleld says that In response to the 1983
lawsuit, the CIA “"conducted exhaustive searches of
Ity recorda for information on whether George
Herbert Walker Bush. .. had a relationship with the
uucyprmrhhhlmmm an CIA director.
The be y no such

among other agencles or coordi-
nated with CIA records since June 1988 are seven
CIA, 84 FHL 35 State Department and four Secret
Service documenta.

Of House documents, 800 boxes are sealed ai the
National Archives, and Mr, Lesar says short of win:
ning the case, the only way to open them la & House
resolution

‘ﬂuHml- supported iLs right to keep flies

adds, p
Mdlﬂa."&nd“uudthlltlmlnll'l.l di
filed In that case.” — dndrew Blum

laiming the clerk Is vested with that pow-
«mmm-;mm-;mmm

£
:
i
g

h.ﬂul they do not have clean
hands to come into court to say, "We can't do it." Now
they should pay Lhe penalty.”

Oliver Stone's “JFK™ likely will rekindie the public
debate over the assassination. In the film's plot, Mr.
Garrison's true story plays a pivotal role. Suffering
from hesart trouble, he declined through his cham-
‘bers to give an interview, bul the former DA remaina

thers was a conspi . In 1869, Mr, Garri.
son unsucceasfully prosecuted New Orleans busi-
nessman Clay Shaw on conspiracy chargea.

Mr, lmuuy-lhcmmdumqmnrukpou
out of the Bull, he
pmue!nlnmlﬂnnlmtmmnlmmn.mlﬂu
letter to the Justice Department decrying delays, he
sald: “In light of...the government's 20-year history

ough investigation is needed, there Is a
argument o be made for maximum pomible public
ure.”



