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EDITOR M. S. ARNONI 

Your book has reached me while I was bed-
ridden; thus I Immediately had an orroortunity of 
browsin:7 throuh it. Yes, I merely browsed, 
because much of the iaaterial is sufficiently well 
known to me to have enabled me to ski? many of 
the detailed accounts of which I had been made 
aware before. 

I want to respond to your invitation of 
comments, and I also wish to be friendly in this 
letter. .But I shall not let my friendliness 
limit my comments. 

I feel that you are much too conceited 
about your book. In itself this would be tolerable 
were it not that you also belittle others, unfairl: 
and improeerly. It is simpl,, not true that In two 
and a half years since that tral:ic day in Dallas... 
aot a sinrle oublisher /has/ come out with a rin-
ae substantial book." In uy evaluation, there 
have been a number of such substantial book.s. If 
those which heretofore aneeared have not been 
substantial, then yours could be considered such 
even less. For I have found your book, in the main, 
to be merely a reiteration of research, analysis 
aid critician by others. Instead of -:enerously 
acknowled:ine their wori: and services you belittle 
them and then inez-21icably  by implication lay the 
claiL to ,iciihrs being the "definitive and resnonsible 
treatment of the subject..." 	ir, it is absolutely  
nothing of the sort. Mere certainly seems to 
e.eist an inverse nro-portion beteen the praise you 
reserve for ;'ourself and that which you dish out 
to others. 
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Your heroic account of the Listor: o efforts to have 
your book oubliehed doce not invoke m -  coaZideace. The fact 
of the matter is that a nur.0 	o books--certainly no leoo 
substantial than your,--have been oublished on this subject. 

fact of the matter is that for the end of Juno is ocne-
duled the nublication of what I b.e_ve reason to believe 
an elotremely 51onificant book to be iLsued by a lar:e oublish- 
ino house. 	x1ie i ao a.:are that .:ere are many 7ublishers who 
would not touch the :.inject, nrimarily because they believe 
7nblic interect to havecionificaatier suboided, there are 
otaers who would and will. I also think tLat you are unaware 
of the biz; difference that e:oists bet Teen the ,Onerican orcos 
and book oablishing industro. chile the former is e;otreloci;.-  
monolithic, as far as books are concerned my eomerience tells 
u taat an,- book, whatever it'.; subject and %rhatever its Joint 
of view, if only connetently written, can be vmblished by a 
legitimate American oublioher. 'l akin;; all this into considera- 
tion, it is just oossible that your inflated cninion of your 
own boo,:-. oomeho.; distorted your percertion of the difficulties 
you encountered in 1111:blialu; it. .;.L further indioa;ioa of this 

is found in :Tour ore7ace when you quote initial oubli.aers' 

responses, prior to their manuscriot readin:, a5 if ouch 
res-non;-eo could conceivably amount to commitments, and inste,..1 

of soecolLti .  on utat mi joht have aa;lened to those initial 
re.onseo in the lrocess of manuscriot readinoL, oou autooatically 
construe the dirapoearance of their interest as roof o uctet;lical 

considerations or what-not. 

F_any, if not all, of my above reservations would be 

undone if your book were truly a definitive wor':, if it Lit 
one between one's eyes with the oolTer of radically ne.1 
'Since, our elf-evaluation notwithstandinzo lt doe; nothi_ 
the sort, what under other circumstanceo might have bean _'tour 
reservations become in your case major ones. 

Last, I an ooino; to ask you for sometain nis011y unusual: 
de. Ate t'lo fact that thio letter is hound to dloolea..e :Tou, 
peace try, if you can, to consider it on merit. 
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