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Ervin Asks Ban

Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, June 23 —|
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., chair-
man of the Senate Subcommit-
tee on Constitutional Rights,
plans to introduce tomorrow a
bill that would prohibit the
use of lie detectors for appli-
cants for Federal jobs and in
many sectors of private busi-
ness. :

The North Carolina Demo-
crat com _hthe lll;1 detec-
tor, or graph, to “the -
itive te;t’oyof medieval es"”
and said he hoped that “the
lie detector will soon take its
place with the ordeal by wa-
ter and the ordeal by fire.”

In a speech prepared for de-
livery on the Senate floor, Mr,
Ervin said, “I think there is no
place in the American constitu-
i system for the use. of
20th-century to de-
;egnina if a man is fit for a
]o .l'

Senator Ervin's bill would
proh}b'[t the use of lie dmly‘lnm
tests for any person applying
for a Federal job. It would also
ban them in private business,
over which Congress has cox
trol through its powers to reg-
ulate interstate -

The hill’ des for a maxi-
mum ty of one wear in
prison or-a $1,000 fine, or both.

" Not Used by F.B.IL
The use of lie detectors is

5 - ber of the sub-
goeg;n;ltue ‘staff ?lnlzad- that the

Bureau of Investigation
did not use lle detectors.

The staff aide also noted that
exact statistics on the use of|
lie detectors were secret. He
said that 19 Federal agencies
gave about 19,000 tests in 1967

con-|-

on Lie Detectors for Job Seekers

large increases since then, but|the use of the lie detector was
no precise figures. a violation of a person's rights
The American Federation of|under the First Amendment,
Labor and Congress of Indus-|which protects personal priva-
trial Organizations estimated in|cy, and the Fifth Amendment,
to 300,000\which prohibits self-incrimina-
tests were given in private busi-|tion.
ness that year by 3,000 putlg- “Lie detectors are used on
graph operators, The use of the/innocent, law-abiding Ameri-|[
lie detector in private business|cans applying for jobs despite
is estimated to have spread|the fact that the courts of our
rapidly since then, labor sources|land have wisely rejected the
sald, but the precise extent is|results of lie defector tests for
not known. criminals and those suspected
Senator Ervin contended that|of crime,” he said.

and there was evidence of




