
"The DCII Contains about 
25 million index cards on per-
sonalities and 760,000 cards on 
organizations and incidents," 
he said. "On an average day, 
12,000 requests are processed 
and 20,000 additions, deletions 
and changes are made." 

The index has grown at a 
rate of 2,500,000 annually but 
is expected to level off this 
year," he said. 

Froehlke also gave details of 
the Stevenson filing. 

"There was file bearing the 
name of Sen. Adlai 
Stevenson; III In the field of-
fice of the Army's Investiga-, 
tive and counter-intelligence 
unit in Chicago and that file 
consisted wholly or primarily 
of newspaper clippings." 
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The Defense Department 
said yesterday it has index 
cards in its files on 25 million 
"personalities." 

The department said the 
computerized cards contain 
pertinent information on peo-
ple, such as their name, sex 
and place of birth, as well as 
reference to a dossier contain-
ing more information. 

The Army alone keeps at Ft. 
Holabird, Md., 7,138,181 per-
sonality dossiers on aliens, 
present and former employees 
of industrial security contrac-
tors, persons "considered to 
constitute a threat to security 
and defense" and p a s t and 
present military personnel. 

Assistant Defense Secretary 
Robert J. Froehlke disclosed 
the figures in testimony be-
fore the Senate Constitutional 
Rights Subcommittee. 

He acknowledged that flies 
were kept on well-known polit-
ical figures such as Sen. Adlal 
Stevenson III (D-I11.), but said 
steps were being taken to 
limit the practice and place it 
under civilian control. 

Froehlke said the Defense 
Central Index of Investiga-
tion, established in 1965, 
serves as the central index for 
counter-intelligence and crimi-
nal investigative files of the 
Defense Department. 
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He said there were "un-
doubtedly files prepared con-
taining material relating to a 
large number of well-known 
public figures." 

Froehlke also told the Sen-
ate subcommittee that the 
files had been destroyed. 

The Defense Department is-
sued a new directive effective 

)

Monday prohibiting "physical 
or electronic surveillance of 
federal, state or local officials, 
or of candidates for such of-
fices," Froehlke said. 

He said the new directive 
would prohibit use of covert 
surveillance of persons or or-
ganizations without specific 
authorization of the Defense 
Secretary or his designee. 

Froehlke nonetheless said 
military surveillance activi-
ties, aimed at coping with civil 

violence that might require 
Army troops to suppress, 
would be continued. 

The implication was that 
military intelligence would 
not refrain from watching ci-
vilians in such instances if 
they felt it necessary. 

To protect persons and 
property in an area of civil 
distUrbance with the greatest 
effectiveness, "military com-
manders must know all that 
can be learned about that area 
and its inhabitants," Froehlke 
said. 

He said military snooping 
on a broad scale was neces-
sary during the late 1960s "be-
cause civilian agencies — fed-
era, state and local — had de-
monstrated a lack of capabil-
ity to provide the quantity and 
types of information believed  

' to be necessary effectively to 
cope in a timely fashion with 
the emergency then prevail-
ing. 

Froehlke appeared in the 
wake of testimony last week 
by several former undercover 
men for the Army that agents 
infilterated, photographed and 
followed thousands of civil- 
ians, storing the information 
in dossiers and computerized 
files. 

Panel Chairman Sam Irvin 
(D-N.C.) has charged that such 
practice is a gross violation of 
constitutional provisions for 
unfettered free speech and pe-
tition of grievances without 
recrimination. 

Froehlke acknowledged that 
Army agents were assigned to 
the Republican and Demo-
cratic national conventions in 
1968 but denied that any of 
them were assigned to attend 
sessions of the conventions in 
Miami and Chicago. 

The subcommittee has heard .  
testimony about an elaborate 
military snooping network 
that collected information on 
radicals as well as political 
leaders such as Stevenson, 
black leaders, newspapermen 
and antiwar groups. 

The surveillance activities 
were begun in the violence-
marred 1960s to prepare mili-
tary units in case they were 
called out to suppress an in-
surrection. But Ervin and 
other civil libertarians con-
tended the spying grew out of 
bounds, jeopardizing constitu-
tional guarantees of free 
speech without fear of govern-
ment retaliation. 

Defense Secretary Melvin Ti. 

V Laird already has announced 
that domestic military intelli-
gence activities would be 
placed under stricter controls. 

A Defense "task force" was 
formed to undertake reforms. 
But one former undercover 
man, Edward D. Sohier, who 
served on the task force last 
year, said its main function 
was "lying" to congressmen, 
newsmen and others who in-
quired about intelligence ac-
tivities. 

Sohier said that while com-
puterized files on domestic in-
telligence activities have been 
stopped, other types of dos-
siers are still being kept, and 
while original copies of a con-
troversial compendium on 
American political activists 
has been destroyed, photo-
graphic copies of the list still 
exist. 

f 
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Under Secretary Robert Froehlke testifies before Sen-
ate subcommittee about the Pentagon's files on civilians. 
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Senator Ervin's Hearings 
The hearings on invasion of privacy conducted 

last week, and due to be continued this week, by 
the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitu-
tional Rights afford a fine example of how useful 
a congressional investigating body can be in expos-
ing and exploring a public problem. The subcom-
mittee has not attempted to prosecute or pillory 
individuals; it has not pretended that it was a court 
or sought to punish by publicity people who could 
not be punished by due process of law. Under the 
chairmanship of Sen. Sam Ervin, the subcommittee 
seems to be observing the same high standards and 
the same concern for individual liberty it had in its 
early years under the late Tom Hennings. 

Government snooping is an ancient evil. It is an 
evil compounded now by the development of 
mechanical memories—data banks, as they are 
called—which squirrel away and interrelate bits 
and pieces, globules and whispers, of information, 
some of it accurate, some of it mistaken, ready to 
be resurrected, perhaps entirely out of context, at 
any moment in the future. The danger in this was 
summed up well enough in testimony before the 
subcommittee by Burt Neuborne for the American 
Civil Liberties Union: "The wedding of sophisti-
cated information-gathering techniques with com-
puterized information storage and dissemination 
systems has created, for the first time, a very real 
danger that the sense of privacy which has tradi-
tionally insulated Americans against the fear of 
state encroachment will be destroyed and be re-
placed, instead, by a pervasive sense of being 
watched. The emergence of such a police state 
mentality could mean the destruction of, our liber-
tarian heritage." 

The glimpses that have been allowed the public 
of some of the unchecked "raw files" amassed by 
the FBI and by the House Committee on Un-Ameri-
can Activities afford a warning of how much mis-
leading trivia, how much venomous mendacity can 
be collected by indiscriminate encouragement of 
unverified allegations—not even subjected to denial  

or refutation by the accused. And even the kernels 
of truth in such dossiers may be deceptive when 
reviewed in an altered climate of opinion. Worst of 
all, perhaps, the mechanical memories deny the 
possibility of redemption—or of what is more 
human, forgetfulness and forgiveness. "It is clear," 
Senator Ervin himself remarked in a recent speech 
about invasions of privacy, "that in our national 
quest for technological efficiency, we may have so 
hemmed our individual lives with yesterday's errors 
that we may yet foreclose the chance to start anew 
in our society." Most of us at one time or another 
have said or done things which we may legitimately 
hope will never be recalled. 

Senator Ervin sees the growing pervasiveness of 
government surveillance and intelligence gathering, 
the growing compilation of dossiers made menacing 
by computerized recall as invasions of privacy 
which may have two evil consequences. One of these 
consequences, as he sees them, is a threat to the 
development of human potentialities, a deprivation 
of "freedom to be an individual, to express his per-
sonality." The other is that "the free exchange in 
the market-place of ideas, so essential to our form 
of government, must certainly be limited when citi-
zens know their demonstrations or their letters or 
expressions of complaint may make them objects 
'of interest' to government." Senator Ervin wants 
to counter these threats through a protection of 
privacy by law. 

This is a wonderfully becoming and appropriate 
concern for a congressional investigating commit-
tee. How useful the Committee on Un-American 
Activities could have been if instead of sniffing 
everywhere for subversion—as though the Ameri-
can people couldn't be counted on for loyalty to 
their own country—they had discerned and sought 
to expose the real threats to Americanism arising 
out of pressures for conformity and orthodoxy. The 
Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights is 
rendering a real service to the real sources of 
American security. 


