Ervin Says Army’s Agents

Spied onIllinois Politicians

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16 —
Army intelligence agents have
spled on Senator Adlai E.
Stevenson 3d, former Gov. Otto
Kerner of Illinoils and about
800 other civillans in Illinois
alone, Senator Sam J. Ervin
Jr. said today.

Senator Ervin, a North Caro-
lina Democrat who heads the
Senate Subcommittee on Con-
stitutional Rights, said his in-
formation was supplied by a
former Army agent who was
assigned to political surveil-
lance in Illinois.

“The Army investigated
these men during their cam-
paigns for office and while
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illegal conduct.

thetic to people with such
|views."”
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they were in office,” said Sen-
ator Ervin.

He disputed earlier assertions
by the military that investiga-
tions of civilians were limited
to those who demonstrated a
penchant for violence or other

“It was enough,” he said in a
statement, “that they opposed
or did not actively support the
Government's policy in Viet-
nam or that they disagreed
with domestic policies of the
Administration, or that they
were in contact or sympa-
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A spokesman said the Army
was gravely concerned by the
reports and was looking into
them. He added that Army pol-
icy emphatically prohibited
collection of information of the
type reportedly gathered in
linois. !

At the White House, Ronald|
|L. Ziegler, Presidential press
secretary, said in response to a
question, “It's inconceivable to
me that that would take place.
We certainly don't condone it.”

Aside from Mr. Stevenson and
Mr. Kerner, Senator Erwin said,
the Illinois target list of the
113th Millitary Intelligence
Group, with jurdiction over the
MIdee West, included Repre-
sentative Abner J. Mikva,
Democrat, and a host of state
and local officials, political con-
tributors, newspaper reporters,
lawyers and church figures.

Mr. Kerner, now a Federal
judge, headed the Presidential
commission on violence that

some controversy. . .
Senator Stevenson told a're-
porter today ‘that he felt he
was being observed on several
occasions during this year's
cam; But he said he had
thought then that the mysteri-
ous photographers with tele-
photo lenses were from the op-
posite political camp. Now, he
said, he does not know whether
the alleged spying was “by the
golitica.l position in Ilinois,
y the military or by whom.”
Mr. Mikva told the House
that if the reported practice
was - widespread, “we have
reached a frightening state
'|against civilian control over
'the military.”

R tative George H. Ma-
'|hon, Texas Democrat who is
chairman of the House Appro-

tions Committee, said that
{ the accounts were accurate
he shared Mr. Mikva's sense of

submitted a report that.stirred|

agent said the 113th's intelli-
gence gathering switched from
strictly military  information
gathering in early 1968, and
after June, 1969, “my entire
effort . . . was directed against
individuals and organizations
not associated with any mili-
tary activities.” :
He said the information was
“placed in, classified military
files, with a copy of the in-
formation being sent to various
other Federal agencies and to
the command center at Fort
Holabird, Md.” !

Discharged Last June

1 Special to The Mew York Times -
CHICAGO, Dec, 16—The Chi-
cago Daily News, in a news
article from Washington today,
identified the former agent who
made the allegations as John
M. O'Brien, 26 -ms old, who
was discharged the Arm
as a staff sergeant last June 8.

The Daily News said Mr.
O'Brien, a native of Chicago,
left Loyola University here dur-
ing his junior year in 1965 to
join the Army.

would make in-

veillance,

Senator Ervin said the for-
mer agent would be called to
testify before his subcommittee
next Feb

his
ing Star said he was John M.
O’Brien. The newspaper ren™."-
ed that Mr. O’Brien ident'fie”
himself in an interview =5 2 d*
mestic spy for the Army and
said of his activities:

“The Army wanted to de-

outrage and
quiries at the Pentagon to pre-:
vent a recurrence of such sur-

*

The Senator did not identify
informant, but The Even-:

.términe their’ political views so |

that in certain situations ‘vie
would know how they would
react; whether they would con-
done violence or be for non-
Iv_lolence."

! "In a letter to Mr. Ervin, the,




