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The Defense Department 
confirmed yesterday that it 
has conducted counterespion-
age operations in West Ger-
many in which it has investi-
gated anti-Army groups that 
allegedly encourage American 
soldiers to desert their units. 

However, Army and Penta-
gon officials insisted that the 
spying activities were known 
to the West German authori-
ties and conformed to United 
States regulations and Ger-
man-American agreements. 

They also stated that the ac-
tivities would continue as 
long as we have forces abroad, 
as long as there is concern 
about such things as sabotage, 
desertion and theft, and as 
long as these things are done 
within the law." 

The Pentagon statements 
were made in response to a 
detailed story in The New 
York Times in which the pa-
per's Bonn correspondent, re. 
lying on Army military intelli-
gence agents in West Ger-
many, listed examples in 
which local German civilians 
and organizations had been 
placed under surveillance. 

Army spokesman Col. Phil-
lip It Stevens refused to con 
firm that West German civil-
ians had been among those 
subjected to the surveillance, 
as stated in the newspaper's 
story. 

"I am not aware of any Ger-
man civilians being involved," 
he said. 
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The Bonn government 

spokesman, Ruediger von 
Wechmar, refused to comment 
on the report, except to say 
that checks into the reports 
were being carried out= 

The allegations were being 
carfettilly studieet. orr Fapitoi, 
Hill 	well. :Iiireinbet* of th 
stall of the constitutional 
Rights Subeominittee, which 
investigated Army snooping in 
the :United States in 1971, 
said ,  that Sen. gain 	Ervin' 
Jr. D-N.C.) would introduce a 
bill Wednesday that would 
prohibit the gathering of in-
telligence information o n 
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The Elvin bill would extelid 
the safeguards to overseas, 
but it would not apply to civil-
ians of other countries. 
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Germany achieved its full sov-
ereignty only after a long and 
difficult process. 

Until 1968, the United 
States, Britain and France had 
broad powers to intervene to 
protect their own forces sta• 
tinned in West Germany. 
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Department absence without 
official leave and desertion 
have not declined in West 

According to the newspaper 
eports, the espionage activi-

ties include telephone tapping. 
hotographing of meeting 
laces and infiltration. 
Among the alleged targets 

the 	intelligence 
'counteroffensive," which has 
ommand backing, are Ger- 
an university organizations, 

a Protestant church mission 
and underground newspapers. 

During the depths of the 
"sold War, West German politi- 

1 sentiment was overwhelm- 
gly sympathetic to -NATO 

nd to the American units eta-
;oned in the counts. - 

However, with the rise:of 
'the German left-wing student 
movement and with the appar-
ent decline in tensions in Eu- 

pe, there has been much 

German leftists and by some 
of the younger membership. in 
the ruling Social Democratic 
Party. Some of these groups 
are openly sympathetic : to 
American soldiers who op-
posed the war in Vietnam. and 
who, more generally, are op-
posed to the Army. 
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Germany since the ending of 
direct American involvement 
in Vietnam. 	 • 

They added, however, that 
the desertion rate is still rain- 
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