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MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,

Memphis, Tennessee is localed in the extreme South Wwest cor-
ner of the State of Tennessee bordering Northern Mississippi to the South
and divided from Arkansas by the Mississippl River. In 1968 the population
of the City of Memphis was 541,9001 and the Metropolitan population of the
Cily ana its environs was 829, 900. 4 There are 176 square miles within
the City Limiis,

The ractal breakdown of the population according to most recent
Special Census Reporls is that within the City Limits there is a %ﬂe popula-
tion of approx. v2.7 % and a Negro population of approx. 37.3%.

ECONOMY. - .
Memphis is a well knoun cotton center located in one of the world's
richest cotion producing areas. More than one third of the cotton produced in
the U.S. is bought and sold each year on Front Street in Memphis, Tennessee.
Memphis is also the world's largest hardwood lumber market, and Memphis

is surrounded by rich and productive agricultural hinterlands, and is the Chief
Rail Center between St, Louls and New Orleans and Jor more than a century has
been a major distribution center. In recent years as well there has been con-
siderable Indusirial development in the Memphis area.

A W\" RACE RELATIONS.

AEN During the Administration of the late John F. Kennedy, Memphi.i
Y was cited for the excellent progress il 'had made in race relations during a

period when race relations were just beginning to dominate the National News.
And though there are in Memphis crowded areas occuppied by both Negroes
and \White people in which there s some sub standard housing, by and large
Memphis has more housing projects and improved low rent housing than any
City of comparable size in the South, ¥

LOCAL POLITICS .

Since 1964 the Memphis Negro Communily has become fncreasing -
ly active in local politics and local government, and with nearly 85,000 re-
&istered Negro Voters, the Negro Community is becoming increasingly more
powerjul in the political structure of the City.

The Me%ohts Negro Community was very active in the elections
of the Fall of 1967. In this election the City of Memphis changed from a
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LUCAL PULITICS (conlinued)

Commission form of government lo a Mayor and City. Council Form of
Government.®) However, in this election, the favorite of the Negro Com-
munity, jormer Mayor William Ingram was defeated and Henry Loeb was
elected Mayor. There was as well a Negro Candidate for Mayor, A, W.
willis, but he did not poll enough votes in the Negro Community to be regard-
ed the favorite of his people.

PREPARATIONS:

; At the beginning of 1968 Memphis realized that i had been picked
out as a Target City, along with a number of other American Cities with sim-
ilar raclal components to be used as a proving ground where the Negro Com -
munity could push for increased benefils. '

In 80 far as Memphis had had no previous racial trouble of any
conseguence this was a maiter of total community concern. The Intelligence
Unit of the Memphis Police Depariment had besn aware for & number of years
of a growing Negro Activist movement within the City ) which though it re-
presented only a small percentage of the total Negro poputattoua had succeed-
ed in causing considerable racial tension which culminated in the Riot Alert
of July 27-31,1967, at whick time the National Guard had been called to the
City by the then Commissioner, Claude A. Armour. '

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT,

Memphis found itself in the spring of 1968 with a Police Department
of 860 men, who though they had had the experience of dealing with a number of
local racial ind dents, and who though not totally unprepared were far from ade-
quately equipped to cope with a major disorder. Liason had deen made with
other Law Enforcement Agencies in the Memphis Area, who could be depended
upon for re-inforcements. The Intelligence operations of the Memphis Police
Department were increased, and it may be said that the Depariment had Us
kand on the pulse of the City, and was aware of increases in tension and the
general climate between the Negro and White Communities. Much planning and
study had been given to the means of controlling possible disorders.



LVENTS LEAVING UP TU  EBKUARY 23, 1908

February 12, 1965

930 of 1,100 City Santtation worxers lejt their jobs without warning
demanding recognition oy the American Federation of State, County ,and Muni-
cipal Employees Union as their bargaining agent and asking redress of a sertes
of grievances. It is worthy of note that there had been a similar strike by Sani-
tation Employees going on in New York at this time, which had been settled and
workers vecelved pay ﬁ:creases. Mayor Henry Loeb maintained that the work

gltoppage was illegal.

February 13,1968

Un February 13,1968 Supl. kd. Rice of the Sanitation Department re-
ported that the mlc:, who had remained on the job were beginning to receive tkreats
and harassment. !0

Approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers met at the
Rubber worikers Union Hall on Firestone, where they were addressed by T. 0. JONES
local Presiuent of the Local 1733 of the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees. (AFSCME). It is significant that at this meeting the REV.
EZEKIEL BELL, a militant Negro Presbyterian Minister was introduced and he
brought the race mattey firmly into the discussions, slating among other things,
"Either our demands will be met, or there wont be any City. I am not a man of
violence, but if it takes burning down and destroying, this we will do. " This meet-
ing was covered by an intell gence source of the Memphis Police Department. 11)

Following the meeting at the Union Hall approximately 1000 Sanitation
workers and sympathisers marched to City Hall, where they went into the City
Council Chambers, filling it to overflowing, at which time Council Chalrman, Dow -
ning Pryoy requested that those standing along the walls go out into the Hall as they
crealed a fire hazard, They did so at this time. But Police Ojficers in the audience
remained. Then Councilman J. Q. Patterson arose, and mentioned that he noted
many police aofficers standing about and staled that he felt they would be of more use
in the City, fighting crime than observing a peaceful demanstration of Sanitation
workers. At this time the Policemen standing against the wall left as well. At 3;10P)
the whole group adjourned lo the South Hall of the Auditorium which provided seat-
ing jor all, where the group was addressed by Mayor Loeb who stated: "I am here
to serve all of the people of the City oy Memphis. I am not here just to serve you
and forget the rest, nor am I in turn to serve the rest and forget you.' He then
stated in effect that the Sanitation workers were breaking the Law, stating that a
City Employee cannot sirike against the City. He further stated that the new City
Government had been in office one month and asked them to go back lo work, as
the City Government was working on a budget for the Fiscal z’ear, and he slated
there was a raise in the budget for the Sanitation workers. !
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February 13, wﬁsfcoitbmet_!)

Mayor Loeb was followed on the speaker's stand by P.dJ. Clampa,
International Field Staff Director of AFSCME, who listed 10(ten) grievances
the Sanitation Workers had, and started his vilification of Mayor Loeb, which
continued throughout the strike, introduced publicly the racial issue into the
strike, admitted the coalition of Union and Civil Rights interests, and satd the
" problem had to be resolved fo insure peace and tranquility in the Community. 13

The 0) grievances (demands) formulated by the Union and
presented by P.J. Clampa were:

1. That Local 1733 ,AFSCME, be the represeniative of the worhers.

3. That workers should have a grievance procedure plan.

3. The City should have a dues-checkoff plan for the workers(where-in
The City would automatically take out Union dues before they get their
pay checks.)

Some recourse for the workers in regards fo suspensions.

The Gty should pay for workers Life Insurance & Health benefits.
There should be some uniformity in promotions.

There should be sick leave benefils.

Vacations.

5:y Jor :or”y on holidays.

O o
.

LN

§

February 14,1968

On February 4, 1968 a garbage mafk was aitacked by 8 Male Negroes
at 7th and Chelsea. It was not damaged. 1

ON February U4, 1968 at the Rubber Workers Union Hall, PETER PARKEI
Male Negrvo, one of the local lesders of the Smsiion Styike, addressed the work-
ers saying, "Obey the City Laws, but {f the Police or anyone else grabbed any
one of them, beat the living hell ous of them." Principal speakers this date,
representéd the coalition of Union Representatives, and Civil Rights leaders
in the City. Several ministers spoke and CORNELIA CRENSHAW, an Ingram
supporter in the recent slections spoke complaining oy sémilar infustices al
the Memphis Housing Authority. JESSE EPPS, Staff Member of AFSCME from
Mississippl talked of the sivike that had been successfully concluded in Pas-
cagoula, Miss, He wrged unily in the coalition, and referred to the four groups
that were involved in Pascagosia, as "Blacks and Whites, " who stood for the
strike, and "Niggers and Cvachevs.” He said there wers some Niggers and
Crachers in Memphis too. Civil Righis Leader, and Ingram supporter, 0.Z.
EVERS kead of the local chapler of C. 0. R, E spoke, and P.J. CIAMPA, Union
leadsy who stated: "We just left Rome, talking to your Emperor-God Loeb,
who sends word to you Egyptians that the answer is siill "No., "'
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February l4,1968(confinued. )

JUSEPH PAISLEY, a White Male, State Ui ganizer jor AIL-CIO in Nash-
ville, pledged the support of 150,000 Union men in Tennessee. lle urged
the strikers to remain in Unity, and lto pay no aitention to the News Media
that might attempt to urge them to yo back to work. JAMES BLAIR, a ivhite
Male, Spokesman for the Electrical Workers Union, and wUPC talked of
successful strikes in the City, and passed oul Union Literature, VASCO
SMITH, Male Negro militant, and Vice Presidenl oj lhe Local Chapter uf
N.A.A.C. P., and the Shelby €ounty Democratic Club pledged the support

of the 10,000 members of these€ organizations o the sirike, stating: ' Wwhen
you become headlines, peop le become aware of you." P. J. CIAMPA con-
cluded the meeting by urging the sivikers lo seeh support in their neighbor-
hoods, and particidarly from the local ministers. He said, "' If any man seeks
your jot, then he is a tldci‘aud has stolen #. I want you to treat him as a
thief and do a good job." 6)

VASCU SMITH, held a meeting on the night of 3/14/68 of the N.A.A.
C. P., where the boycott of the Memphis School System s?%ohg support jor
the Sanitation Strike was proposed for February 15,1966,

MAYOR HENRY LOEB, met with CHARLES BLACKBURN, Director
of Public Works, and FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, Fire and Police Director, and
then ordered the hiring of new employees lo yeplace the strikers. The Police
Depariment would furnish escort jor the Garbage Trucks.

February 15,1968.

February 15,1968 a Saniétation work was attacked and had most of his
clothing torn off him as he was gopg lo work. Another garbage truck driver
was attacked and cursed by a man carrying a pistol. And threats were made
that an incident might occur on February 16,1968 at the Bellevue Dump, where
strikers were alleged to have said they were not going to let a ""damned truck
out. "

At the Union Hall on Firesione, tebruary 15,1968 the strikers were
addressed by O, W. PICKETT, local Negro real-estate man and politictan, who
stated that they planned to bring 150,000 people to the City, and that the Police
would then be so busy waiching them, they would not be able to guard the gar-
bage trucks. CORNELIA CRENSHA W spoke again, as well as P.J. CIAMPA,
who reported that the Garbage Strike had made National News. WILLIAM LUCY,
another Union representative stated that they were belpg supported by the Unions
in Detroit. And the REV. EZEKIEL BELL spoke again stating: "I am not advo-
cating violence, but if someone hiis me with a brick, I will hit bach. ' He further
talked of the Negro cause, and injusticas over the years, and made the state-
ment: "By next week there will be no children in the schools, but they will be
marching in support of the Sanitation Strike. " 19)
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February io,l969

Uil February 14,1965 an order had been [ut oul, ejjective feb-
ruary i5, 1908, that there would be no days ojf jor the Unijorm Division of
the Memphis Police Department. This included Traffic as well as Ward
Cars and Commanding Ujﬂcers.zo

Un February 16,1968 elght Sanitation uorkers still working were
threatened and harassed. 21)

In an article in the Press Schmitar, 2/16/65 KLV, LZEKIEL BELL
well xnoun in the City for his militant stand, is quoted as sayiag: “If he( Mayor
Loeb) wanis to play rough, we inow how to play rough too, "

In this same article Mayor Loeb's telegram to P.J. CIAMPA was
quoted, which read: '"You are encouraging the men in the Sanitation Depariment
to engage in illegal activities, . . I will not meet until they have ceased their
illegal work stoppage which is endangering the public health and welfare. When
the men return to work I will git down % a represeniative commiitee and at-
tempt to solve any problems that exist.

In an article in the Commercial Appeal of 2/16/68§ MAXINE SMITH,
Egecutive Secretary of the NAACP, is reported to have sent a strongly worded
resolution to the Mayor in support of the demands of the Sanitation workers,
and stated that if no action were taken that the NAACP would begin a series of
protests with an all night vigll 2/19/68. Other plans included marches and boy-
cotts of unnamed merchants, and thousands of telephone calls to tie up City
Fire and Police lines. 2% Lo

Al the meeting at the Union Hall on Firestone approximately 900
Sanitation sirvikers and sympathisers were addressed by JESSE EPPS, P.d.
CIAMPA, T.O0.JONES, TOMMY POWELL, and WILLIAM LUCYwho reported
on their meeting with the City Council, and slated that the meithod of dues check

'gf) was the big issue now. CURNELIA CRENSHA W gol up at this time and stal-
‘ed lhat there were members in the audlence( referring to intelligence sources)
\who were not one of them but spying jor lheir enemies, REV. EZEKIEL BELL,
| spore anu staled thal on Monday February 19,1908 they would be juined in their

marches by friends from outside the County. REV, SAMUEL B. K YLES, then
talked and outlined the NAACP plans, stating that the more Jearless ones would
lay in jront af the garbage trucks to keep them jrom moving. He also staled
they had many more plans such as using their telephones.



~

» '\ February 17,1968

M Ly On February 17,1968, a Sanitation 75145& was fived on with a pistol

1. U\ by someone in a passing car. No one was hurt. 26) Three sanitation workers

Vi |were threatened that l£ they continued to work their houses would be burned

(" .\ |down by the NAACP. 7 Information received was that word had been spread

i 4 amony the striking Sanitation wo rkers, that they were to make those who con-
tinued to work sorry they did 30. 2% A cvowd of 100 to 135 teenagers was dis-

persed near the river Street Sub-Station on February 17,1968. z

At the Sanitation Striker's meeling at Union Hall on Firestone, 300
strikeys were addvessed by ELDER PATTERSON, RE V. CHAMBERS, P.d.
CIAMFA, WILLIAM LUCY, JIMMY SHEPHERD, Chairman of the Retailers'
Union, MR, AUGUSTINE, President of the Local Teamster's Union, O, W. PICKETT
and the REV. EZEKIEL BELL, who on this date statad, "FPeople are saying this
is @ vacial issue, and it is." He said, " I don't lihe biack vals, and I don't like
white vats. If you go back to work, you are rais. If they hire any white men,
they are white rats, If they hire any black men they are blach vats. I hate rals. "
gﬂALgo j;‘AHION was also present at this meeting as well as CORNELIA CREN-
-y oozt et giebine

February 18, 1968

On February 15, 1968 there were two fires started in Garbagguf‘mcks
in East Memphis. Both were kandled by the Memphis Fire Depariment.

MAYOR LOEB and leaders o/ the City Striking Sanitation workers
traded proposals during a face to face confrontation in a meeting called by the
Memphis Minister's Asaociation at St. Mary's Cathedral. JERRY WURF , presi-
dent of the American Federation of State, County & Municipal Employees(AFSCME)
joined the 10 hour session after midnight. MAYOR LOEB suggested a ¢ooling off
period in the styike, and promised to stop hiring any new employees if the Union
would promise o refrain from any violence during the breathing spell.

February 19, 1968. "

Approximately 1800 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers gathered
at the Union’Hall on Firestone to meet with JERRY WURF, International Presiden!
of AFSCME, who presented T, O.JONES with a check in the amount of §5,800. 00
from the Union to the Garbage Strike in Memphis. T.O.JONES in twrn presented
the check to Chairman WILLIAM LUCY. Present at this meeling weve: REV. TUR-
NER, JESSE EPPS, P.J.CIAMPA, EZEKIEL BELL, REV. EDWARD BROWN,
pestor of Mt. Pisgak Church, and President of the Church Commiltee of the NAACP,
CORNELIA CRENSHAW, REV, JORDAN, JAMBS PAISLEY, JAMES BLAIR,
No new plans or strategies were revealed at this meeling. 3
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Felbrruary 20,1968

An all night vigil planied by the Memphis Minislerial Associatioi
began approximately v;30M 2/19/68 with approximately 35 persons led by
PRUF, DUOUGLAS HOWARL o) MSU wlw had been active in the Anti-Viet Nam
Lemunsiralions in (907, and who is a <noun meniber of the \¥. K. B, DuBois
Clubs, marched in front of City Hall on the sidewalk, caryying signs which
reada: "we Shall Overcome”, ''Walls also waited too late, ', 'Jobs,Jubs,Jobs.'
elc. It appeared that periodically through outl the night replacements were
coming in o keep the march yoing. At 3AM there were only 11 Male Negroes
still marching, The vigil concluded al GAM. P.J. CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY,
TAYLOE BLAIR, and JAMES PAISLLEY, along with JERRY WURF, T.0,.JONES,
and PETE PARKER were observed in the vigil al lv:10 FM on February 19,
1968, Wouﬁlwut this vigil the participants were orderly and there were no
inéidents, <

On February 20, 1968, Leaders of striking sanitation workers called
Jfor un ecomomic boycoit, as taliks sponsored by the Memphis Minister's Assn.
continued without resuits, Daily marchas from Clayborm Temple AME Church
to City Hall and bacr again, commenced. 39

On February 20,1968 the NAACP staged a demonstration in front of
Mayor Loeb's home, at 365 Colonial. This involved approximately 2 young
male whites, and female whites, and approximately 7 young male and female
negroes. 36,

On Februayy 20,1968 a business where garbage had been collected
was threatened, and also on this date, the jumily of Asst. City Atty. Art Shea
was threatened, 37) _

At the meeting of the Sanitation Strikers at lhe Union Hall on February
20, 1968 they were addressed by BAXTON BRYANT of the Tennessee Cauncil on
Human Relations who stated lhal the Comncil's interest was in the poor. JAMES
#8AYLOR BLAIR, JAMES PAISLEY, P.J. CIAMPA and T, 0. JONES all called
Jor strizers to(put the squeeze on those goiug baci to work., They were address -
ed as well by the REV, HENRY LOGAN STARK, and CUOL. GEORGE W.LEE,
who stated: "There wil be no peace until the Iron Curtain is removed from Russia,
the Bambou Curtain jrom China, and the Jim Crowism from the UnitedStates. "
He was jollowed by REV, PATTERSON, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, and the REV.
EZEKIEL BELL, who said the vigil on the night of the 20th would be in front of
MAYOR LOEB'S house, siating, ' We want to hurt him," and called for a boycoit
Loeb's Barbecue''s., He jurther stated that tire white Ministers had been engulf-
ad by the Whits Power Structure of this Country, and continued, "so all you have
left is Black Ministers from their pulpits telling the truth.' He re-ierated,
"I don't advocate violence, but if one of those wine-head scabs comes in my
back yard and picks up my garbage, I am going to kick the hell out of kim. ' He
was followed by the REV. EDWARD CURRY, with the Job Corps of WOPC. No
new plans or strategies were discussed al this meeting. 38)
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L ebruary 2L, 196o

Inpormation was received | ebruary 2L, (905 that theye would he a
vigil @& jronl aff Mayor Lueb's honme vn U:L,( aule. fHowever lhis vigil never
toow place and nothing unusual occurved, *9)

Al the Union Hall on Firestone approsimately 950 stricers were
present and they were addressed by REV, VALLER, I v, JUNLS, I''J. CLiAFPA,
JERRY WURF, TUMMY POWELL, ELEAIEL BELL, JEsSE LPPS, CURNELLA
CRENSEA ¥, U. w. {'ICLLTT, and CHARLES ARMUUR, hut most of the discuss -
fon was ceutered around melious jor sar itation woricers on strie to ;et financial

reliey.

February 22,1968.

A City Council Commiliee studying the City's position in the ':anuaﬁon
SMviee aggreed Lo yecommena recognition of the Union, and a dues checkoff. 4

In the Press Scimiblur of February 22,1968, slajy writer, Charles A.
Brown, reports that at the Cily Council Meeting (a Commiitiee meeling) Council-
man Lewis Lynelson stated thal he thought the Cuuncil sad authoritly to pass an
ordinance establishing general policies and methods by which workers deal with
the City ,if it wanted to pass such a measure. Lonelson is further quoled as
pointing out to the Union U; icdals thal this meeting was not an ujjicial session
oy the Council, and thut no such ordinance could be passed at that lime. Council-
man Netters , urged that the Council be given time to consider the nalter, saying,
"\we can lry to give you the things you are asing jor." There were ai this time
approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers in the City Council Cham -
bers at City Hall. 0. 2. EVERS, militant Negro Political Leader addressed the
crowd jollowing the adjournmeni. He repaatedly urged the crowu lo stay in the
Council Chambers "unlil the Council recoynizes the Union, and recoznizes thal
they can over rule the Mayor. " He jurther stated, "If they want to lake som one to
Jail, they can lake all v) us. " 42) r

un i ebruary 22,1365 a Wura Car Lieuteg.mur' reported that garbaze was
being durnped im the sireel in jront oy 734 walker. 43)

Al Union Hall on Firesloue I ebruary 22,1364 licre were aplrox. 950
strikers anu striice sympatnisers present who weye addressed by Rev, WALKER,
T, U.JUNES, F.J. CIAMPA, JERRY WURF, T'CMMY PUv ELL, RLV. LZEKIEL
BELL, JESSIE £PP5s, CUKNELIA CRENSAlIA W, U, w. PICKLTT and CHARLE S
ARMUUR, and the muve was made lo assemble in the City Council Chambers at
1PM and stay there until the City Council arvived al some decision. By 1PM the
City Council Chambers were filled, and after Cuuncil Menihers recessed(The City
Strike Committee) it was suggested thal they go to the South Hall o) the Auditorium
but this suggestion was vverruled and they stated that they were gutng to stay there
until they got some consideration, This was follaved by a number of speeches by
JESSE EPPS, U.Z. EVERS, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR., and JERRY wWURF.
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I ebruary 22,1968 (continuea)

The Cily Council sStrice Committee returned to the Cuuncil Charmbers ul
4;45PM and reported that the Strikers' demands had been approved by the
Cummiliee with a vote of two with one abktaining(Mr. Lewis Lunelson) after
which JLRRY wURF, Internativnal President of the Amevicau ¥aderation
o state, Counly & Municipal tmployees (AFSCh E) tianized the Committee
Jor their support and the Committee meeting was adjuurned.’

However, earlier in lhe meeting, sandwich meat and bread and a
huge cofjee urn had been brought to the City Council Chambers al approx.
3PM and the Rev, Ezekiel Bell had called his church asking that they bring
300 vr 460 sandwiches stating vvey lie telepiaone f{f]‘ they iwud decided to
stay at City Hall three or four days if necessary. s

Al one time the REV, EZEKIEL BELL stated they would stay there
as long as 40 days i necessary. He also called VASCO SMITH ashing him
lo come down to spear, and to make arvangements for lawyers in case the
people get foolish. However after COUNCILMAN DAVIS adjaurned the meet-
fng by stating by stating they would meet with the City Council at 2;30PM
February 23,1968 in the South Hall of the Auditortum where a vote would be
taken by lhe Council as to whether or not the recomimendations of the Com -
mittee would be accepted, the Council Chambers were clﬁcred and all of
the plcnic equipment removed at approximately o PM. 46)

However, when JESSE TURNER, FPresident uf the Lucal N.A.A.C, P.,
lejt the meeling bejore the Committee decision il was reporied that he had
gone to aavise all the strikers and sirike sympatiisers to bring their garbage
lo the front steps vy City Hall. He was in the company of an unidentifiad white
man at the time he is said to have arrived at.this decision.47)
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tebruary 23,1964

Un February 23,1968 a threat was receweu by REFUsE REMOVAL
SYSTEMS INC. The cail%}advised this company lhat they had better yet vul
o/ the garbage business. Bomb threats ?ere reported both at Mayor Lo€eb's
home and at City Hall on }ebrgw'y 23,1968, 9 and a Men's clothing store at
144 N. Avalon was threatened, and there were rumors of a possible dislurl-
ance at Owens College between John B.Smith and his militant Invaders, and the
College Administration. Furthermore a March and Denionstration sponsorea
by the NA.A.C. P. was lo fﬁ led from Clayborm Temple to City Hall and bacl
af approximately 12 Noon.

At the Union Hall on Firestone on the morning o/ February 23,1968
approximately 600 sirikers and strike sympathisers were addressed by T, O.JUNES
who announced that they were to meet with the City Council in the South Hall of
the Auditorium at 2PM, and he stated he wanted them all lo be there, and for
them to call thelr friends as they wanted to pack the place. He further stated,

""We are going to this meeting in a peaceful manner. We don't want to give the
Police no excuse to arrvest us. 5o i/ you have been drinking, please don't come
down. You know drinking has a way to make us cut up, " 52)

T. 0. JONES was followed by P.J. CIAMPA, who introduced MR.JERRY
WURF, who read an editorial in the morning paper, showing in the cartoon a
plcture of a Negro Man sitting on a Garbage Can. WUERFF said, "The papers
are siill againat us. "' Then he reported that the Council Commitiee had recom -
mended the Union proposals and announced that their yecommendations would
be presented to the City Council for a vote this date, 59)

TOMMY POWELL, AFL-CIO, then spoke saying that the proposal was
a good one, and that he hoped for its success, bul he too made an issue of the
editorial in the Commercial Appeal o; that date. He too, said, ''We want Mr,
Loeb to know that we are not coming doun there jor violence. We are coming
in a paaeeful manner, but determined, ' 5

U, W. PICKETT then spoke and was followed by CORNELIA CRENSHA W,
who said she had met that morning with COUNCILMAN J.)U. PATTERSON, and
that she undérstood that the proposal made yesterday had been changed ana that
she did not think they were going to lize i, She said, " You see men, the City
Council does things behind your back." 5%

P,J, CIAMPA then introduced a MR, RUSS who was the Executive Sec-
retary of the AFL-CIO, who substantiated CORNELIA CRENSHAW'S remarks,
He further said, " It is about time for this City to realize that we are tired of
bzmkkcd around like dogs. We want more money and belter working con-

d t o n

The REV, EZEKIEL BELL then came lo the speaker's stand with a

sleeping bag, and said, "Men, [ am tired of this thing. They invited us doun
yeslerday We didn't want to come, and then they wanted to put us out, I say to

you, if they don't approve our pruposal, we ought to stay. Not move. Stay. "56)
- -



febvruary 23, [Fuofcuntinued)

T. U, JUNES closed the meeting by re-iterating again, that they
wanted peace and no trouble at the meeting at 2PM. He staled again that if
they had been drinking for them not lo come. 57)

Larly on the morning oj February 23,1968, Director Frank C. Hollo-
man, ChiefJ.C. Macdongld, and Capt.J. G. Ray and Lt E. H. Arkin of the Intelli-
gence unit had gone to the Auditorium and uith the manager of the Auditorium per-
sonally examined the exits and enlrances wit h a view toward planning a securily
pattern in the event a disorder should occur in the building jollowing the Council

- Meeting. :

T= Prior to the arrival of the Councilmen, and the Strikers and Strike
Sympathisers, Capt.Jd.G.Ray and L&, E, H, Arkin positivned themselves in the
old pwjeciion booth at the top of the Auditorium, with Walkie Talkie Communica-
tions with Headquarters, a lape recorder and binoculars where they could observe
the cvowd. Inspector Sam Evans, Capl.John Molnar, Capt. Glenn Moore and
members of the Emergency Squad were detatled lo the auditorium during the
Council Session, and were dirvected by Director Holloman, to use exireme resiraint
during the meeting and to do nothing to provoke an incident, %fu reports are
that their conduct in the auaitorium was highly commendable.

Al 1:45PM February 23,1968 the Memphis City Council assembled
in the South Hall of the Auditorium, where a group of tables had been placed to-
gether on the stage, Approximately 1000 strizers and strike sympathisers had
assembled in the auditorium proper. Chalrman of the City Council, Downing

Pryor then read the following proposal.

Whereas on February 22,1968, the Committee on Public Works of
the City Council held a hearingand made certain recommendations relative to
requesls of the striking employees of the Department of Sanitation and

Wherea the City Council has jully sonsidered same, Be it therefore
resolved that the Council recommends.that:
1. The right of employees of the Department of Sanitation to form
. and join a Union be recognized,
2. Thetr right to elect Union officlals o/ thelr choosing be recognized.

J. Their right to select representatives to negotiate jor them, and on
their behaly be recognized.
4. These employ ees be included in Civil Service.

5. Provisions for failr promotions be provided.

6. Fair hospllalization, adequale lije Insurance coverage, and a
uniform pension plan be afforded.

7. A fair sick leave and a uniform vacation plan be established.
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February 23, 1908 (continued)

8. A meaningful grievance procedure with the right o union re-
presentation at all steps be established.

9. A wage increase bt piovides ut thewdritest possible date.

Whereas the Council finds that the Mayoy has agreed to these re-
commendations. Be it jurther resolved that the Council recognizes that the
Mayor has the sole authority to act in behalf of the City as its spokesman in
the current matters involving the Sanitation Department.

Be it j'urther'ruolvcd that with these assurances the Council urges
the employees of the Depariment of Sanitation to return to their jobs and allow
thd iy representatives to complete the negotiations in this matler. 9)

This caused much controversy from the audience. As Chaivman of
the Council, Downing Pryor, was adfourning the medting, T.0. JONES and
JESSE EPPS hollered from the audience that they wanted to be heard. At this
time Mr. Pryor advised them that this was a Eaunfa M eeting and not a Public
hearing and adjourned the meeting at this time. ¢0

At this time T. O.Jones hollered out, ""Give us the mike’ and start-
ed walking up on the stage asking for the microphone, but the power had been
turned off on the microphones at this time by the Auditorium authorities at the
request of Douming Pryor. A jew remarks were made by the aREV, JAMES MORRIS
LAWSON JR, and some of the other minisiers at this time to the effect, "lf they
don 't give us the microphone then we will take one. " They were joined by the
Union leaders in their demand jor the microphone. 2

T,0. JONES then said, '"You see what promises are. They have lied
to us again. " He further stated, " therproposal was not the one that had been
agreed upon the day before, and said, "you can see the Councilmen are with the
Mayor. They wont even give us a microphone so that our president can talk to

us. " 62

At this time VASCO SMITH came to the podium with the editorial
page of the Commercial Appeal in his hand siating, "I want you to see this picture.
Here they got a black man on lop of a gzarbage can. They say we are stinking black
folks. What are we going lo do aboul this paper.” The answer jrom the audience
was, "'Boycott the paperl" 63)

JERRY WURF, International President of the American Federation o/
State, County, Municipal Employees(AFSCME) came to the podium and backed up
VASCO SMITH'S statement stating: "' You see the white folks in this town don't
like you because you ave black.' ''This picture proves what [ am saying.' He then
weni on o say that the proposa ged on by the Council was not the one they
had agreed on the day before, added, "We are not going lo accept no P (5) five

“cent an hour raise," ©
s 19+



February 23, 1968(continued)

A. w. WILLIS, Mayorial candidate in the recent elections and
state Legislator then addressed the group and said, ' I am glad to see you
standing together. This is the only way lo get anywhere. We had the same
problem in Nashville where a family of more than 3(three) cannot walk down
the streel or they will be arrested and given a l0 year senience.” He continued 65)
to say, " We have a Bill in the House now, I am jighting, to avoid such a thing."

/ JESSE TURNER, local President of theN,A.A. C. P. then address -
ed the group and stated among other things, ""What we ought to do is bring all
our garbage and dump i on Main Street,' 66)

0. Z. EVERS, militant head of C. O.R. E. then addressed thé group
and stated, ' I am going to call a meeting tonight of my council and ask them
permission o bring to this City, H.Rap Brown, and Stokeley Carmichael. If
they want trouble, we will give them trouble, ' 67) .

Following EVERS, JESSE EPPS spbke, slating, "As I have said to
you before, if we can do this thing in Mississippi, we can do it in Tennessee,
but I don't know now. This City is worse than Mississippi. "' 68

T. O. JONES then addressed the group and stated, ""When we leave
here we are guing to marck from kere to Mason Temple. We are not going to
march on the sidewalks but down the middle o) the street, I would like to say
this, I am not going to be responsible for what anyone does. " ©9)

JESSE EPPS then advised the audience to waitf for the Union heads
to start the march and for them to follow. At this time they all filed out of &83
Auditorium in an angry mood, prepared to march South on Main from Poplar. )

When informed that @ marchk on Main had been decided on by the
group, and that the group had reacied in a disorderly fashion io the proposal
v/ the City Council, walking out of the audiforium on JAMES MORRIS LAWSON
JR, who had begun to speak, The Police Depariment was faced with the decision
of whether to confrimt this large and angry group in front of the Auditoelum,

cnlidal ccasld hesin wmccsdmnd dha cinm i cmsenddavahla fowman s bn 1ol those AMaoabh



februury 23,1965 (continued)

o ; 7l
harassed and cursed from the beginning v; the diarch. /

The line of the Police Squad Cars were ordered lo drive bumper
to bumper to the East of the Marchers, in an uttempt to reep them four abreast.
According to the Statement of Ptimn .Jimmy Carol Kellum, who was riding in
one of these cars, between Jefjerson and Court there was a line of officers
marching belween the Squad Curs and the marchers, but the behavior of the
mavrchers became so unruly, it was necessary for these policemen lo drop
baci and let the strikers move closer fo the the center line. The marching
Policemen then formed on the East of the S uad Cars placing the Squad Cars
between them and the marchers.

Radio tapes reflect that at 3;41PM the men wereordered to take their
gas masks off, and re-inforcements were asked for the intersection of Main and
Jefferson and at 3;45PM the cars were ovdered to drive bumper to bumper and
* hold the mawc hers to the curb. At this éame Hme’ Motorcycles were ordered
to stop Northbound Traffic at Main and Je/ferson. 3

Asg the marchers arvived at Main and Cour!l radio tapes reflect they
were marching § and 10 abreast, with thelr arms locked. At this time the order
came out that sirens were nol to be used. At 3;55PM radio tapes reflect that
the marchers were drying to start arguments with the police, %f the Police
were ordered lo ignore them. and lto keep the march moving,

As the marchers got to Gayoso on South Main in jromt of Goldsmiths
Department Store an eye witness relates the following.: '"On Main just South of
Gayoso the march had stopped and the narchers became very loud and started
cursing the Police who were riding with the emergency and regular squad cars
parallel to the line of marchers. Al this time I had stopped the car I was driving
and was standing oulside the car approximately 10 jt from the jront of the march

observing T. O, JONES and the Male Negro in the green swealer. T, 0.JONES
then walked to a black squad car, rotioning and hollering though I did not hear
the words he used, but I heard him and saw the geslures he was making, I then
heard a cry from the Male Colored in the green sweater lo turn the squad car
over. At this poinit I moved up closer lo this particular Squad car, and I saw
T, U, JUNES MOVE IN FRONT of the Squad Car in order lo make il stop. And
then he hollered, 'Yeah, tip it over.' and to this reply JOHN KEARNEY (the
man in the sreen sweater) motioned for the rest of the marchers behind him fo
help him tip the Squad Car over. And at this point approximatel§ 15 or 20 other
marchers placed their hands on the right side of the car and began lo rock ii,
The car was occuppled by six(6) Uniform officers. And at one point Lthe car was
tipped on iis left side approximately at the rims and the lower panelling, and

I thought it was going over, Capt. Glemn Moore called jor other officers to as-
sist hfm with thelr shoulders and hands lo prevent the car from being turmed
over." 75)
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February 23, 1968(continued)

Radio tapes reflect that this incident occurred at 3;56PM. At
3:67PM the men were ardered to get thely gas masks on and to come in, At
8:58PM Inspector Sam Evans reported on radio that he heard glass breaking
i Goldsmiths., However there were no windows broken, as Goldswiths are
equipped with new riot proof glass and though the windows move when pressuye
is applied they do wot break., but give off a sound as if glass were breaking. 70)

An order was then given by Asst, Chief U, T. Bartholomew to disperse
the crowd, North and South of the incident. Chemical Mace was used, and proved
very &ffective, and seven arrests wers mads. Police on foot were provided with
gas masks and riot sticks. The crowd was dispersed in a matier of minutes, with
a minimum use of force. A portion of "’;f marchers reformed South of the sceme
and continusd on to rgmm Temple. 77) At 4;10PM the crowd was reporied to
be under conirol. ' -

This police action became contyoversial and fere was considerable re-
action to it in the National Press. 79). A complaint was registered with the Internal
Security Bureau of the Memphis Po lice Department by Jacques Wilmore, the then
Southern Regional Director of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission, who was in the
march along with BAXTON BRYANT of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations,
BOBBY DOCT?J}, and other members of MR. WILMORE'S staff, who were Maced
at this time. 50

In the Commercial Appeal of February 24,1968, Staff writer, Joseph
Sweet, quoles Mayor Loeb as stating: "' Events of loday demonsivate that Memphis
swill not tolevate Civil Disordey and with the continuing suppori of all the people of
;l‘h City to n:omé,m maat grateful for their expression of confidence, order will
mainiained. "' : - ' ‘

On the night of February 23,1968 Divector of Fire and Police, Frank
C. Holloman, met in the Room of Baxton Bryant, Executive Director of the Tennessee
Council on Human Rélations, at Hotel Péabody swith the Following members of the
local Negro Community: REV.JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JESSE TURNER, Local Pres.
of the NAACP; GERALD FANION, and JACQUES WILMORE, Southern Regional Direct-
or of the Office of the U.S. Civil Rights Commiséion, and two other members of his
staff BOBBY DOCTOR, and ROSETTA MILLER, At this meeting BAXTON BRYANT,
and the others complained of the indiscriminate use of Mace in Jront of Goldsmith's
Depariment Stove, and of the alleged excessivé force used in the arrest of JOSEPH
KEARNEY, Male Negro, who was one of the Male Negroes who along with T. O, JONES
President of Locgl 1733, AFSCME, had attempied to overiurn a Squad Car i front
of Goldsmith's Depariment Store.

Dirsctor Holloman at this time pointed out to them that there was no
evidence of the use of excessive force as JOSEPH KEARNEY ( who was easily
identified because of the green sweater he was wearing) had resisted arvest, and
attempted to use a knife on the officers, which knife kad been ciowfiscated at the
scene and was deing held as evidence in this case, Director Holloman further ad-
vised them that the use of MAGE at this time had not bean indiscriminate, but used
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February 23, 1968(continued)

only after attempts to break the glasses at Goldsmiths had been observed,
and in the conkidered opinion of the officers at the screne a disorder existed
and therefore had to be brought under control. 82)

7o summarize the evenis of February 23,1968 and evaluate them
though there had been previous near riots in Memphis in the summer of 1967,
February 23,1968 represents the first time when the Memphis Police Department
was confronted and attacked by a large and unruly crowd. They re-acted cooly
and efficiently, prevented a serious tragedy from occurring, arrested seven of
the offenders, and dispersed the crowd by using Mace in a matter of minutes
without any excessive force having fo be used against the Demonsirators in the
Maych. It was a majoy test for the Department, and the men of the Department
met i with much credit to themselves, and the Depariment,

sosesnss

B p—— - ——L
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lebruary 21, lvogsalurday)

Harassment of businesses any J,-um.iutism licreased vn February 24,
[96. with 7 incidents heing reporied. <3 4 urthermore yurbuge was thrown in
lhe sireet in the area around I'ourth ana Chelsea, ¥ and one person was
assaulled in a Harlem House in a discussion o) the sanitation Striie. 85

Injormation had been received that our byormers had been noticea at

| the meetings at the Union Hall and had been thyeatened with hodily harm, and
Jor this reason new observers were senl to Union Hall un lhis date. One uf lhese
Louis dcKay, Male Negro, while in the Union Hall on Fireslone, where there
[were approximately 500 Sanitation vorkers and Sympathilsers assembled was
spotted as being a Memphis VPolice Clricer, and grabbed as he attempled to leave.

. He was disarmed o) his weapon, and a canisier oj Mace he had on his person,

| after he had taken several blows in a struggle with Union men. Al this time
CURNELIA CRENSHA W lest the platjorm and advised the men holaing Pllmn.
McKay not to hurt him because that is what they wanted, "downtoun'. He was
then dragged to the platform where he was met by TAYLOR BLAIR, White Male,
Public Relations man jor the Electrical Workers Unilon, who kept saying in a
loud voice that McKay was, 'a dirty black son of a bitch" and that he had sold
his race oul. Ajter being publicly harassed McKay was finally released and turn-
ed over l a Uniform Lieutenant vulside the building, who brought him to Head-
yuarters, and laler lo John Gusion Hospital, as he had been manhandled. ol

At oPM the sume evening approximately 600 people assembled at Mason
Temple. They were in a highly emotional condilivn, ana there was much talk of
tearing the City apart, and of bringing in STOKELEY CARMICHAEL, CORNELIA
CRENSHAW spoke up for boycotting the newspapers and Main Sireet stores. In
addilion to her REV. LEROY DONSUN, REV, HENRY LOGAN STARKS, and MR.
ROSS, Executive Secretary o7 the AFL-CIU spoke to the group. The REV, KENNE
WHALUM spoke at this tlime and said this was not a race issue, but a Human Right
tssue, and went un to say that it was hard to control the issue when there were so
many factions trying lo turn it to thedr oun intevest. MRS. THOMAS MATTHEWS
was present at this meeting and talized to one o1 the injormers statby that she woul
be ylad when STOKELEY CARMICHALL arrived, stating that he had been called
and would be here in a couple of days. Al this time the REV. JAMES MURRIS
LAWSON Jr. gol up and stated, ' We are here lo discuss very serious business
which will delermine the fate of this City.' He was told then that men from the
News Medla were iu the Church, and he answered, "All vight then, some of you
rough men, we wani them vut vj here. I invw there are nv policemen here--they
should have learned their lesson al Union Hall today. " Then someone said,
' There are vne or two here mow. ' , and the REV LAWSUN said, ' [ still wanl you

[ to leave and you men know bow to do it. Just remove them.' -t this time the
| injormers lest the meeting. °

Februury 24,1965, City U, Jiclals went tnlo Chancery Court and obtained
a brvad junction againsl the strike jyom Chancellor Robert Hujyman which gave
the City the right to seek Contempt of Court cilations qgainst any leader of the
Union who ang_agsed in marches orother demonstrations and also prohibited the
strike itsels, ©
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February 25,1908 (sunduy)

_Ln February 26,1964, uné Sanitation Employee had his home vandal-
fzed, 89) apd injormalion was received that two Black Muslims jron oul of lown
Lad come to Memphis armed, Jo¥ the purpose o assassinaling Mayor k%ry
Loeb. This was crecked out, but the Black Muslinis were nol located.

[ ebruary 20,1908 (Monddy)

Un February 26,1968 there was a bomb threat to a Loeb's Laundry, and
another threat received by a Jemale white citizen.92) Further, there were Tumors
abroad that Mayor Lueb's home would be bm’ngg) and that Lowensteins and Gold-
gmith's Department Slores would be burned.

There were two marches on February 26,1968, The Press scimilar of
that date reports on the morning march in uhich approsimalely 130 persons were
involved under the caption ;of: Urderly March made b Strike Sympathisers.
These persons carvied placards with the captions: ' Etuuy und Decency jor our
Sanitation Workers', ' Keep Your Money in Your Pocket.' and " Jim Crow musi
go. ' This march was monitored by a Police Helicopler which gave frequent
reporis as to the size and mood of the march. The afteynoon march started at
3;456PM and had approximately 150 marchers. According lo Baxton Bryant, Execu-
tive Director, oy the T'ennessee Council on Human Relations, the marches were
to continue jor the remainder 0/ the week of Iebruary 26- March 2,1908. Baxton
Bryani had been overheard on February 24,1968 by Inspector k. C.Swann of the
Memphis Police Department making the remark, ''We have got to maxe this a
vacial incident if we are to succeed.”

Om the evening of February 26,1968 there was a meeking of the M inisters’
Association at Clayborn Temple. REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, Associate Pastor
of Clayborn Temple, noting JOHUN B. SMITH, a well known Negro Militant and ac-
{ivist in the meeting called on him lo speak, at which time JOHN B. SMITH made
a flery speech, stating, "We should scatter garbage all over City Hall. ' He further
stated that prayer was no longer any good. ' We have to gel out and beat the White
Power Structuve.” REV. HENRY LOGAN STARKS, tastor of St.James.A.M. E.
Church and President of the Minister's Association took exception to JOHN B. SMIT.
speech, stating that people had the right to talk, but not to violence. JOHN B, SMITI
is alleged to have retorted to this remark: ' You du the praying and we Il do the
rest. '

February 27,1964 (Tuesday)

There was one instance o) Malicious Mischief reported on I ebruary
27,1964, and one trash jire started. There was a fire at 392 Carpenter,and rumors
were abroad, that the Sunitation workers were planning to burn down the houses
of the scabs who were picking up he garbage, and that MARTIN LUTHER KING JH,
STOKELEY CARMICHAEL and other black Militants were lo arvive in Memphis
on February 28, 1968.
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bel wary 27, JUo. (fuesasy) cvilinued)

aptrocitmately 300 strike Sympathiseis iy ciied tu City Hall un
2/2i/us, and when they arrived at the City Council Chuandber s, unly 40 seats
were lejt, which they jilled, and the rest o) then: remained in the Foyer at
Cily Hall. Council Chairman DUWNING P YOR staled liat the Council would
conauct its regulayr husiness and that MR, JERKY wUKF woula be given 30 :
minutes ajter liey jinksied their business lo o vver tie Unlon issues again. 98

Chancellor Hoyfman had all o) the 23 aejenaants in the Injunction
hearing ordered to his Court jor violation of the Injunction, and at 3;30PN sheri))'s
deputies served these citalions, and those in violation wenl to Judge Hoffman/'s
Court, but Chatrman Pryor promised that thegﬁam:cu would remiain in sessiuon
so that they could return and alr their views,

“Noted af the City Council Meeting this date were REV.JAMES MURRIS
LAWSON JR., MAXINE SMITH, REV. HENRY LOGAN STARKS, BAXTOUN
BRYANT, WwHITTIER SENGSTACKE JR. , and EDWARD HARRIS, photographers
Jor the Tri Slate Defenaer, JUDY DRAPER COULTER, long time Civil Rights
activist, REV, DICK MUUN,JUDGE BEN HOUKS, JIMMY SHEPHARLD, REV.
H, RALPH JACAKSUN, REV, MALCOLMN BLACKBURN, JESSE TURNER, O. W,
PICKLTT, CORNELIA CRENSHA W, U, Z. EVFRS, REV. HAROLD MIDDLE -
BROVK, GERALD FANION, REV, EZBKIEL BELL, REVY,SAMUELL B, KYLE,
ALVIN KING, MR, HERSCHEL FEIBLEMAN, o/ V. E.O,, SAMUEL CARTER,
REV. WILLIAM SMITH, REV. LOWE, the REV. T.C. LIGHTFOOT, REV.AT-
HINS, ROSETTA MILLER, and JACQUES WILMURE, Southern Regional Direct-
or of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. The ministers were allowed 30 minutes
to air their grievances, REV. WM. SMITH came to the platform and talked
about the history of vacial problems. REV. SAMUEL B. KYLLS came to the
platform and slaled, "Wwe are surrounded by Police, who are really ready jor
us, They have them all lined up around us in Emergency Cars ready lo yas us
again. We came peacejully and this is the yreeting we get. hose City Hall is
this ¥ We are being lrealed lire criminals . They won't even let us use the .
rest rooms.' Then the REV. BEAUCHAMP spoie saving that white men and

negroes should get together and communicate. 100)
' r

The REV. JAMELS MORRIS LAWSON JR., then spoke saying that he

wanted to lalk about two kinds o; sticks, one, the stick of the Police Ofjicer
which he used tn his brutalily against the black man, suppressing him in his
progress for the past 30v years. The other stick was that used by lhe wueels
oj the Cily Guvernmeni wherein If the stick of r.aw Enforcement did ot suppress
the blaci man then the stick uf the Legislative boay dfd. He tnen stated that the
Lroup congregated was a peaceful group, but pointing to the Police, he stated,
"i appears that we are surrounded b, the Gestapo.' He then made reference
to the Ik ebruary 23 incident inferring that the Police started the disturbance.
He sald he had been gassed three times trying to stop Police Brutality. JERRY
WURFE then returned to the Council Chambers and weni over the 9 {ssues on re-
cord, and mentioned that the dues checioj/ uemagggp vy the Union was the crux
of the matter. The meeting was then adjourned.
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February 27, 1968(Tuesday) continuea.

Un the night of February 27,1968 a Mass meeting was held at
S¢. Paul Baptist Church which was attended by 250 to 300 persons, where again
the Rev SAMUEL B, KYLES, re-iterated his complaints o beiny surrounded \/
by the Police, and treated like cows. He then maae the statement, ''This was
a_labor issue in the beginning, but it is a race issue now, and we are at war, ' 102

The Union heads were then inlroduced, and lhey weve jullowed by
the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, Asaociate pastor of Clayborn Temple,C. M. E.
Church. He loo spoke against the Police, siating, "We are not violent. We come
in peace. We want Justice.” He turned Men {o the audience and said, " I know
you are proud that you are blacr. Iam proud that I am white., Everyone should be
proud of what they are. " 103

The REV. SAMULL KYLE concluaed the meeting by saying, " lj they
put the Union leaders in Jafl, the preachers will have to take over. '’ addi
"if they put the preackers tn Jail, then the members would come next. " 1

February 28, 1968(\Wednesday) ._ e u

On February 28,1968 a cache of dynamite was found at 853 N, Dunlap,
and sus lous cars were noted al the Democrat Road Sanitation Dump & Sub-
statlon -hra caus of vandalism were reported at 630 Chelsea; 853 N. Dunlap,

and 2867 Yalc

 On February 28,1968 at 3PM the Local NAACP sponsored a march
Jrom Clayborn Tempie io G&Hau relurning down Main Sireet from City Hall
to Claybarn Temple again,t

On the night oy February 28,1968 there was a Mass meeling at St.James
A.M. E, Church at 600 North Fourth for the Samitalicn Sirikers uhich was attended
by approximately 300 people, who were addressed by BISHOP HAMLIN, REV.ROWE,
JERRY WURF, P.J.CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, JOSEPH BAISLEY, TAYLOR BLAIR,
JESSE EPPS, T.O.JONES, REV. RALPH JACKSON, UL. W. PICKETT, REV. E. L,
BROWN, REV. E.C, LIGHTFOOT REV. EZEKIEL BELL, REV. HERRON, DICK
MOON, VASCO SMITH, BISHOPJ O. PATTERSON SR. , GERALD FANION, REYV,
SAMUEL B, KYLES, MRS. THOMAS MATTHEWS, and the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE -
BROOK, who repbrted that he had met with the young people that afternoon at Cen-
tenarv Methodist Church, and had received lheir committment to support the Sani-

tation Strike, and that he would mut with the College Studenis on February 29,

1968, and get their commiitments. !

February 29,1968(Thursday)

In the Commercial Appeal of February 29,1968, MAYOR HENRY LOEB
reporied that theve were 317 men worning in the sanitation Depariment, 108 of
whom had never gone out on girike, and 62 workers who kad returned to work,
and 147 new men who had been employed since the strire, 1
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__ tebruary 29,1960 (Thursday) cunlirinca,

In ihe Press scimilar o) 2/29/vs Mayor Henry Loeb is reported to
have presented an open letter lo the Sanitation Workers, re-iterating that a strike
by Public empluyees was illegal, ana stating that we are a Nation governed by
Law, and that as Mayor he had sworn to uphola tiie Law, He Jurther stated that
as a pre-condition lo any agrecniond, lial the sbri ¢ smnst end. & ter tiese cun-
aitions were miel he promised W sel avwn with lhe employees or thedy representa-
tives ana work out any vljjerences Lhatl exisied Letween Lhavee, PPVL

ot kebruary 29,1965 vue Sanitation worie:” yvoeceived a thfoitening tele -
phone call, und one paper bay was threatgned in Lirie Mall, 411) ana there was
one case vl vundalism at 75l Flrestone. *

un kebraary 29,1908 there wus alsu @ Muss sarch particisated i by
the siudenis weer the leadersiip o lie Rev. Harold Midalebrove, un Main Sirect,
which lastea untii the sloves clus ed., und at L;30<'M &7 niale and jemale Negro
leenayers and one male and female whiie teenager, marched jrom Clayboryn Temple
Jollowing the same roule us the mass March until they got to Main Street, at which
limie they plckeiéted tiese slores an Main street until 6;30PM, fucusing lhetr atten-
tion un Guldsmiths, Ferel & Lowensledns, aiul Lowenstelns vepariment Stures,
and sume€ vj them shiging and chanbing, "'don *f buy jrom thal slare no more. "113)

There was a wiass meeling ab M. Fisxak Chuwrch al Purk and Marechal
Neil on the nigat of Fevruary 29,1906, There were approximalely 200 peopie al
this meeting. Ministers and AF L -ClU leaders addressed the ussembly. GERALD
FANIUN and a news photographer jrom tae 1ri state Dejender, LDWAKD JAMES
HARRIS, were arvestea oulslde tiis nieeting jor Jaywalering by two trajjic af)écers,
which createa a disturbance und a yeaclion Jromu yersons such as MAXINE SMITH,
Local kxeculive Lirector oy the NAACF, and BAX TUN BRYANT, Brecutive secre-
tarv o) the Tennessee Human Relations Cuuncil, who were present, Almost immed-
iately following this arrest, members o) the Internal Security Bureau initiated an
investigation, .

: The Invéstigation reflected thal the arvesting ofjicers had used Poor
Judgemenl ,and they were chavged witis Neglect of Jaty ,and on the followinyg dale,
March 1,908, Director Frank Holloman went to Livision 11l of City Court at YAM
bejore the Hon. Judge Ray Churchill, and asked that boti the charges dgd inst MR.
GLERALL FANIUN, and against bR, izWARL JAME S HAaliwls be dign.lssed as the
Police Lcpariment was be eyror i this case. JLUOGL Cli UL CLILL then wisydssed
the charges. 114) '

Un February 29,1968 Union altornies asxed thal the State Chancery Court
Injunction againsi the Strike leaders be removed to U.3. Ulsirict Courl, becuuse Ut
violuted their Conslitulional Righis.

It an a»élcle ia tiie Commerciar Appeul o 4/0/68, caplivned bay éo Day
March Evenis, shaltered by sniper's Bullet., i is Indicated that on I ebruary 29,1966
the }olice arrested persons who refusea to leave the Cowicil Chambers, after a
meeting in uhich the Cosucil again rejused concessions in the sirike, is upparenily
in error, as Police Lepartment Records do not reflect that uny arrvesis were made
at City Hall jor this reason on this aale. 22 - %)




bARCe 1, l960( & riedy)

1 euerul Judge Hobert Mactiae rejused jurisuicticn @ tne petilion
issucd by Chancellor Hoffmun against lhe lznion Leaders. I'he Press scitnitar
of o/1/48 repurted thal Judge Macliue stated that he had no jurisaiction in the
‘sanitation strize case, and vrdered it remanded hack to Chancellor Holfyman's
Court. Judge dlacRae jurther stated, lhat in order 107 a cuse to be removed
jrom State to Iederal Courts it must be shoun that the i‘).!a_intijjs are beiig denied
a specijic leyislated right establishing racial equality. 15)

V' mcrease in lenston was noticeable on h:arch 1,196: wilh s cases
0 vandalisn: repurled as well as an atlemnpled Ayson at 753 Edith, jew cases of
threats and harassn:ené lo Sanitation wovkers, and a ulsluviance af Jollywoud
und Chelsea criented arcund the Santtation Strice, 117)° as well as rusrors that
STORELEY CARMICHAEL and otker SNCC members were coming to Memphis. 118)

There was a march of 270 Striking Sanitatiom workers ut 3;20PM
March 1,1963 from Claybormn Tem}.&le to City Hall, but it was an orderly march
and theve were no incidents. 119

March 2, (96¢ (Sabirday)

n Marck 2,1966, The Twri-State Lejender, a waeekly newspaper,
circulaled largely in the Negra Community in Mempilts carried scveral articles
on the incident involving the con rentation of the Police & the Marchers on Feb-
ruary 23,1966 under suck captions as: BEING BEATEN by COPS, calling lhe
Pollce ~ction o that date vicious altacks by racist Policemen on Bluci: Cilizens
und referriug to this inciaent us one g Police Biutalily. bi wiothier urticie in
this same issue written by \vhittier A. Seagslacice Jr., awi L GAaRL HARRIS
under the caption, NEGRQO COMMUNITY, LABCI, MINISTLES BAUL SANITA TIUN
WURKERS, they reported that Loca!l Citizens staged scverai narches during
the week protesting Police Brutality, and their s vmpathy with the Sanitation
workers. This article further reported that a Blue Print fov buc.idng the Sant-
tation wovkers had been adopled by 150 miuisters med ing at Mason Temple
during the weex. 1

On the same date, b M EiPRIS WU Ly, unoiier Kegro weealy
publistieu e Miemphkis carried stwmilur aviicles tiaer sucn cuplions as: >TRIKING
GARBAGE WwURALERS BATTLE POLICE IN i EMPELS. 120)

In the Commercial Abpeal of March 2,1965 AMAYGR BENRY LULB
fs resuricé o have niet with 75 Local Ministers on the strihe situation, and is
said to have reported the meeting lo be friendly and productive. !

Un Murch 2,908, o cases of Vundalism werd reported, md & cases
of lhreals and harassmaent to 3anitation employces not on etrira, Thevs was as
weil a Jive al Fourth and Munroe believed to have been set by arsonists, and
rumnors uf fires on Lunlap Street whick did not matertalize, 123
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March 2, l96s(cuntinued)

On March 2,1965, 135 Negro and White students were led in a
march /rom Clayborn Temple to Main Street by the Rev. Henry Logan
Starks, where they picketted various businesses until approximately 1 PM
when they returned to Clayborn Temple, 12

Al 3PM, March 2,1968, 338 strihing Sanitation workers marched
Jrom Clayborm Temple to City Hall and back Letween 3;30PM and 5PM. Boulh
of these marchas wereorderly,

_March 3, 1968 (Sunddpy

Though March 3, 1968 was a Sunday, Vandalism conlinued, & lpecgﬁc
cases were reported along with a garbage barrel jire al 1440 Menager, 120)

There was a meeling at the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church,
on the topic; The Reason Minorily Groups Dislike the Police, at 9;30AM March
3,1968. The Rev, Ezekiel Bell, pastor, presided, and Del. E, E, Redditt of the
Memphisx Police Depariment awd was present and attempied lo explain police
responsibilities and actions, but was asked such questions as, "How frequent-
ly are Police Officers psycho-analyzed," by obviously unfriendly persons at
the meeting such as JUDY COULTER, FW, a long time Civil Rights worker.

It was apparent that REV. EZEKIEL BELL, tolerated Det. Redditt, but was not
unduly pleased about having him at the meeting. The meeting was altended by
approximately 3 Male Whiles, |2 Female Whites, and approximately 27 Male
and Female Negroes. 127)

There was a meeting March 2,1968 at the A. M, E, Church on West
Shelby Drive in Shelby County, of Ministers and Sirike sympathisers. Une of
the speakers at this meeting was ROSETTA MILLER, Field Representative of
the U, S. Civll Rights Commission, who stated, that she had been called a female
RAP BROWN, and a sister lo STOKELEY CARMICHAEL, but she stated that
she believed in Non-Violence but believed in Steaking up. Rejerring to a Chines
Grocer, with whom the Negro cy!zm in that area had been having trouble, as
he was impolite to them, she stated: ' You black people better wake up and get
together, just as the Sanitation Workers have brought Memphis logether, il is
golng to take all of us uniting logether to get the needed results, because the
white man is nol going to hand you anything, particularly on an individual basis.
- -then referring back to the Chinese Giocer, 'l am saying the Chinaman is goin;
to leave, if I have to do it myself, "' 128)

REV, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON,JR. was also a speaker at this meelin,
the first repvrted in Shelby County, and spoke of the Minister's alllance, and
asked persons al the meeting to boycott Downtoun Stores, Loeb Enterprises,
and the Commcrclat Appeal and Press Scimitar, and asked for total black in-
volvement. 129
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MARCH @ 4, 1965(Munday)

* The Commercial Appeal of March 4,1968 reported that an s hour
Gospel singing was planned jor that date at Mason Temple, 955 Mason,
sponsored Ly the Concerned Citigens Committee jor sanitation Workers and
thelr jamilies.

Un March 4, 1965 jour cases of vandalism were repuried two of
whicti were directed ugainst Loeb Euterprises, and detween 7,53 oM and 8;25PM
belween 7 and 17 plckels ﬁﬁrched in jyont of the Loeb's Laundry at Lauder-
" dale and Soutn Parkway. :

There were two marches on March 4, 1965. At 3:45PM - 334 Sani-
tatlon Workers marched single file in an orderly fashion from Clayborn
Temple to City Hall and back. This march was led by the Rev. H. Raiph
Jachson, REV.HENRY LOGAN STARKS, and the REV, MALCOLM BLACK-
BURN. The second march involved 43 Male white and Male Negro teen-
agers, who marched on Main Street between 5;45PM und 7:30PM pickeiting
various businesses. Only one incident is reported, that being the case of
the picket on Main at Madison who threatened and cursed I emale Negro cus-
tomers com ing out of Walgreens. No arresls were made.

Un the night of March 4,1908 at 7:30PM tihere was a mass meeting
at the Bustern Star Church at 1334 Exchange. Ministers and Strike leaders
addressed the group. Notable among the speakers were lie REV. EZEKIEL
BELL, whw stated, ""You know I always say a lie is a lie. Memphis is going
to be u belter city to live in, or there won*t be no Memiphis at all. ' There were
cries [rom the audience at this lime, "We will burn i, ' to which the REV.
EZEKILL BELL retorted, 'We can do that too. ' The REV. HENRY LOGAN
STARKS , head o) the Negru Minister's alliance then spore: '"The last time
al the City Council Meeting they n.ade a peliever out of me. They lied to us
the same as the Mayor did. We are goiny to start marching tomorrow (March
5,1968) at 1;30FM. We are going to this meeting. They are not going to Jool
us vul of there anymore. we are going to stay until they uo somelhing about
our Sanitation problem.' 133) '

IT Is NOTABLE , that JOHN B. SMITH, notorious local black

niilitant, and several uj his Invaders were at tiis neeelag, and passed oul 44
coples oj Afro-American Brotherhood Speaks, (Blacs Thesis, Vui.l, No.7).
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MARCH 5,1908 (Tuesday)

The Commercial Apped oy 3/5/68 carried a slory under the
caplion: MAYOR WRRY OF PARLLEY PL/ANmw which vcpuried that tiere was
some lalk of @ Maediation Board to be formed for the sanilation Slrize witich was o
be composed of one member oj the Cily Government, one representative of Ur-
ganized Labor and an Impartial Third Party. The purpose oy the Board was to
assist in Governmental Employee Relations. 139

The Press Scimitar of 3/5/b8 carried a story unuer the caption
of: STRIKE CROWD ALERTS POLICE AT CITY HALL. This was the story of
the arrest of 121 Strike Sympathisers when they refused to lave the City Council
Chambers. The story went on lo say that the Strize Dispute was back in Chan-
cery Court after a Federal Judge had rejused jor the second time to inlervene.
The slory goes on lo veport that there weve 200 Policemen in lhe building, and
that the City Hall had been ringea witir l0v Sherijf's Deputies, and sltates thal
the mass arrests capped the boisterous ending of the Council Sessions on that
date. The meeting s reported to have been punctuated with angry oulbursis,
cheering, singing and at times projanity. 130 :

The rowdiness came al the end uj a day that saw strike activity
also going on in the Courts, in the Union Hall, and in the Sireets. Those arvesi-
ed voluntarily marched out of the Council Chambers lwo abreast :axlav Police
escort, and belween solld lines oj Pulicemen, strelching ;rom Cily Hall to the
Police station, All urrested parties were bovked on Cily and State Chavges of
Disorderly Conduct, lhen released without bonu about lwo hours later.

The arvests followed un abrupt adjournment of the City Council
in the miadlile of an emotional address by the RLV. EZEKIEL BELL. The minister
altacked the Council for m;ol supporting the Sanitation workers. He s quoled as
saying, "I say you men have no backbone." Henr then shook his jinger at the
Councilmen and saild, "And you are all golug to hell. © At this point Councllman
Omelson grabbed the micvophone and shoded, jlushed und angrily, "Mvr. Bell, Mr.
Bell, we have listened to you patienily. Edther you speaw o us with resfect, or
I will move jor adjourmment. ' To this the RLV, BLLL vetovtea, " Ij [ insult you
by telling you tne truth, I can't help it. I don't like vats. I don'l like black rats. I
don't like ?hite rats. " The Councilthen adjourned with much aissent jrom the
audience. 137)

At this point Asst. Chief Henry Lux walked calmly to Khe front
of the room amid a throng of milling Negro Ministers and ssuid over a bull horn,
"We don't want any lrouble, and we don't anticipate any troudle, I you choose to
slay you wiil be in Violation of a City Ordinance and a state Law. " Chie/ Lux
then gave the group 30 minutes to leave. He repeated this order again in a calm
voice. During the 30 minutes REV.JAMES MORRIS LA wWSUN begun vrganizing
the method in which the group would submit to arrest, with the crowd chanting,
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MARCH &, lovi(Tuesday) continued.

"We want jail. " Several Negro ministers urgica those who did not wish lo
be arresied lo leave, and many oj them did. 34

While the Sanitation workers and Sympathisers were n.arching
across the Street to City Jail a group of pickels wnw had veen oulsiae Lhe
Council Chambers marched back o Clayborn Temple, where the mililant
young Negroes were hading a meeting. 139)

ua March 55,1955, one home of a sanitation worier was set afire
al 1554 Standridge by a Mclutov cocktall type firebomb. 140)

Following this mass urrest Maxine Smith, Execulive Director of
the Local Chapter of the N.A.A.C. P. lodged a complaint with Director of
Fire and Police Frank C. Holloman, ashing him to take action against Police-
men and Policewomen who humillated the Negro womien who were arrested.
Myrs., Smith charged that Police ojficers called Negro women by the J(irst names
and even made her stana with men in a washroom used by men, 141

My. Holloman said the reason Mrs. smith was callea 'Mavine’ in-
stead of 'Mrs. Smith " was becaus e she was bvoked as Maxine Smith in accord-
ance with generally accepted policy. ""The policy of booking pevsons in the jail
has always been to use the jirst, middle, and last naries and not to include Mr.
or Mrs. regaraless of race, creed or ecunomiic position uy the prisoner. ' He
Jurther added, " Of the 119 arresis made, we have recelved complaints jrom
three arvestees. Une complained that when his property was returned (o hidlm, one
stick of chewing gum was missing, Une staled a sceew was missing jrom her
evex-glasses. The third constilutes your complainl,' he lold Mrs.5mith. He
said, ' Ditterness ana.hate jor whatever reason will surely never solve any
problem regardless of s origin, [ would enlist lhe cogperation vf your organ-
ization to join in facing the julure wtd working with veason, lemperance and
good will to make ours a belter society with equal opporlunily Jjor all,' 142)

MARCH 6,1968 (Wednesday)

On Miarch 6,965, Chancellor Hojyman held the seven top sanifa-
tion Union Leaders in Contenmpl of a Court Urder and gave each 10 days in Jail,
and a $50. 00 fine, but said they could purge themselves by calling ojf the jour
week strize, 143

IT IS WORTHY OF NUTE that the coples of Ajro Amevicans Speak,
Black Thesis, Vol.1, No.7, carries on the last page a descviption of how to
prepare Molotov Cocktails for use in riots. 4
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MARCH 6, 1958 (Wednesday) continued

On March 6,1968 the harassment of Loeb Enterprises continued
with four cases of Vandalism reported, and two groups of pickels reported,
one participated in by the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN. There were in
all 17 reports of Vandalism and Threats to Sanitation Workers on March 6,

1968, 149)

Un March 6,1965 the REV. HAROLD MIDUDILEBRCOOK and ED
CARTER, a Male White, came to Director Holloman's office with the com-
plaint that the handle had been removed from a drinking fountain on the 6th
flooy at Central Police Headquarters to keep the Sanitation workers jrom
having a drink, It devebped that this particular fountain on the 6th floor had
néver been connecied, and that this charge was drummed up to aggravate
Police, Black Community relations, 146)

- Furthermore on March 6,1968 C. 0. M. E. ( Communily on the Move
Jor Egualily) a group which grew out of the Minister's Allicance during the
Garbage Strike published a civcular trying to call the shooting of Patlon John-
son, Male Negro in a burglary on the night oj March 2,1965, the resuil of his
having marched with the Sanitation workers on the morning of March 2, 1968,
calling for Marchers to take his place. 147)

Af.4;30PM March §,1968, an unruly march of 100 Negro and Male
White leenayers starled at Claybern Temple. The march was led by a Male
While and a Male Negro carryéig a placard which read: ‘Justice is dead in
Memphis. " They were jollowed by v Male Negroes carryig a coffin. Other
placards in the march read?'Your Kingdonve may burn down, iing Henry."
Marcheys became boisterous at City Hall, and placed the cojfin at the fop of
the stairs and formed behind it, while the REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK
and the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN took oul their Bibles and performed
a moch: burial ceremony, over Justice und MAYOR LOEB. Al this time the
REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK stated that the teenagers would march every
day from tiis point on, 448)

There wus a Mass Mceting at Clayboin Teniple al 7;3vi'ki on March
6, 1965, .t this meeting the RLV, JAMES ¥éORRILS LA WSON made the jollow-

tng remarks: "'l don't go along violence, but if violence does come don't
' like they did in New York, New Jersey and

Loeb's house. '

- 28 -



MARCH, 7,1968, (Thursday)

The United States Sixth Civcuit Court oj Appeals in Cincinnati,
Uhlo, was asked lo deteymine i) the Federal Courts should rule on the
Constitutionality of the injunction issued by Chancellor Robert Hojfman
agatast the Sanitation Workers Strite. Union Attornies made another
appeal i the State Couris, challenying Chancellov Hojfman's ruling that
the Undon Leaders were in contempt of his injunction because vj thelr
stiize activities. 19

Vandalism continued on March 7, 1965 with 12 instances being
reporied, jour of uhich were diveciled al Loeb Luterprises. There were
as well 3 threals to Sanitation workers, ana a garbage tive veported, 151)

Mareh 7,1968, Det. E. K. Reddiit, a Negro Detective with the
Community Relalons Bureau of the Memphis Police Department was ap-
proached outside of Claybomn Temple by Rosetta Miller, Field Represent-
ative of the U.S. Civil Rights Commission, who slated that she had stayed
outside the Temple to warn him nol lu enler because lie had laken the wit-
ness stand against tue Sanitation Sirizers in Juuge Hojjman's Court, and if
he eniered he would meet with bodily harm. She Jurther slated that REYV.
E. L. BROWN, REV. HAROLD MIDDL EBROOK, and REV. LEZEKIEL BELL,
had all talked abaut him, implying that he was not the type of Negro that
was needed.

Un March 7, 1965 as well tn tront of Clayborn Temple, Filmn.
W. B. Rickmond of the Memphi s Police Department who was working an
inlelligence assignment, was approached by ROSETTA MILLER, vf the
U. 5. Civil Rights Commission and well imown local black militant, who
told RICHMOND that she knew he was selling them out by comning to the
meetings, and said ij ke appeared at any miore meelings she personally
would get up and point him out ol audience. She said she had some
very vought boys that would lay him up in the Hospital for 6 months or
more. She further said she would like to shoot him herself, jor a person
who would go back and snitch to the Mayor or the white jodies whal was
said al the meetings was no betler than the white jolis themselves. She
stated the white jolas were only usbig him. -

There weye wo marckes on March 7,1965. The jirst was a
loud, boisterous and distord erly march of approx. 120 Male & Female
Negro teenagers, and one Male White, led by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE-
BROVK, who were shouting, "Dotn with Loeb” and " Loun with the Mace
Spraying Cops. - The second march was led by the REV.JAMES MORRIS
LAWSON JR. , and it was a peaceful and orderly march. 4
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MARCH 8,19v5 ( Friday)

The Press Scimitar of March 5, 1908 reported that Ficrets
had staged a Sit-Down across the entrance at he Garbuge Pick up Site
al 2432 Lemocral Rd. Apyoxinately 12 Santtation Strikevs and Sympa-
thisers sat down al the front crtrance, bul gut up arnd moved on order
of the Pelice. There was no violence. The Iress Scimiitar repw led
as well that there weve approsimatdly o jives in trask cans in the South
énd uf towm over a wiaely scatlered area. LUiveclor Fraix Holluman
attributea this activity ana other vundalism lo the inflamatory sort of
addresses being &iven the youth involved in the Sanitation Striie by
Local Ministers. 15¢

On Friday March 8,1968 the Wall Street Journal ran an article
on the Memphis Saritation Strike entitled: GARBAGE STRIKE PILES
UP NEGRU UNITY. This articie was written by Norman Pearlstine, He
concludes his article with the statement: ''Wiatever his virtues, the Mayor
(HENRY LOEB) clearly has ciwosen to maie the garbage slrike a major
confrontation. In so doing he has given the Civil Kights Movement here,
the catalyst it has needed., No one knows when the strike will end or who
will win it, but the far more important issue now is whether the Ministers
and other C!va Rights Leaders will remain united, and energetic after it

is over. + 196.)

Cn Friday, March S, 1908 a reltable intelligence svurce report-
ing on the Youth March jor Mavck 7,1965 stuted that ul 4FiM 76-100 teen-
agers, mostly youny jen.ales juliered at tihe bainbmum Salary Building at
Clayborn Temple, wherd unuer tie direclivn vju young reénale Negro named
P T (Mayweather) they muae plucaras reading: ' Garbage is no problem.
Loeb is a problem, This §s our City Too.' When they got to City Hall they
. were addressed by the KEV. HAROLD MIDDLEBRUUK, Youth leader, who
stated, "Today we are bringing up empty garvage cans, hul if nothing is
aone, we will bring wp so much yarbage, that re(Mayvr Lueb) will not be
aile to slqy in aeve jor all tie ruls. " They fud been advised before the
marcn, by the youny Female Colored in charge al tive Mintmum >alary
outlding o play s cool und ypserve wii brafic ruics, unu gxive the Jolice
no cause t arvesi them, ~°°

MARCH 9,1968( Saturday)

Un Saturday, March 9,1968 the Press Scimitar carried a story,
cappioned: 75 SANITA TION TRUCKS ROLLING--Recurd for Strike Period.
The article further relaled tiat Sanilation Depuartment supervisors reported
that approximately 50 Strike Sympathisers and Strikers went to the Democral
Rd. Dump that date and heckled workers jor 2 hours. This newspaper
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MARCH 11,1968(Monday)

On Monday, March 11,1968, the jollowing article was printed
in the Mobile Press, under the caption: PROLUNGEL GARBAGE STRIKE
COULL SPREAL DISEASE und CAUSE RACIAL VIOLENCE. The article
cuntained an outline of events in the Memphis Savitation Strike and further
stated: "Civil Rights leaders have said the demonstrations (in Mem phis)
will nut stop even when the strike is settled. They lermed the strike only
the catalyst which united the City's Negvoes, about 40% of the population,
and promised the drive would continue for other goals including increased
employment opportunities and better housing." 165)

The Press Scimitar of 5/11/68 carried the storg: TWO ARRESTED
AT SCHUOL IN GARBAGE STRIKE EFFORT. The story goes on fo relate

that two youths went into the Cafeteriu at Curver High and attempted unsuccess-

fully to persuade students to join the March. They weve oraeved to leave the
cafeteria by school of/icials but instead they sul down on the floor and were
subsequently arrested. they were identified as JOUHN HENEY FERGUSON,
Male Negro 20, oj 1279 Pennsylvania, and WILLIE JAMES JENKINS, Male
Negro 1§, of 86 West McLemore, They weIr ()-harge.d wbth Fesigting Arvest
and a State Charge of Iisorderly Conduct. v6

There were only lwo cases of vandalism reporied on March 11,
1968, but a Lemonslration o) approrimately L7 sirikers and sympathisers
led by R&V, MALCOLM BLACKBURN, the REV, EZEWIEL BELL, and the
REV., HENRY LOGAN STARKS, was staged ut the Democrat Koad Lump.
There was no violence and no arrvests were maue bul the demangguwrs
cursed and threatened the Sanilation VWorzers and the Police, 17

Un March 11,1968 a throw-away leaflet was circulated at North-
side High school advocating a magsive wallout by the students at 12 Noon
to join the marchers at Clayborn Temple, These leaflets were passed out
by MURRAY AUSTIN ERVIN, Male Negro who was president of the Sador
Class at Northside, and a Maie Negro ALEX JOHNSCN. Vhen approached
by an In:edigence ofjicer of the Memphis Folice Lepartment, ERVIN stated
the White Fower stncheve in Memphis wus behind all tie Lrouble, and stated
that the black maju~ity at Northsiae High School was ugatnst the white Power
Structure, 165)

IT Is WORTHY OF NOTE: that at 12:30FM March 11,1968 a
layge group of studants from Northside High School marched to Clayborn
Temple, led by jive Male Negroes belween the ages of 18 and 22.169)

- 32 -



MARCH 11,1968(Monday) continuea.

The regular march on March 11,1968 conkisted of jrom 150 to
175 Male and Female Negroes led jrom ClaybomTemple by the REV, H.
RALPH JACKSON, However, approximately 25 feet behind this orderly
mavch, a group of 125 to 150 young Male and F emale Negroes who were
marching four abreast, and shouting "' Down with Loeb” and "We Hate Hunkies'
though cautioned apout their behavior by the Police Department to regroup and
march single file, this group remained disorderly and had to be followed
back to Clayborn Temple by Capt.John F.Molnar, Lt. York and dher Police
Department Squad Cars. Upon returning lo the Temple, REV. EZEKIEL
BELL, and H, RALPH JACKSON, were observed by Capt. Molnar and Lt. York,
congratulating the young people on their return jor thely behavior, and 0b-
serving Capt. Molnar and Lt. York, these ministers turned to them and staled:

"@e don't like you. What time do you go off duly? We will be back after dark."
170)

MARCH 12,1968 (Tuesday)

An article published in the Commercial Appeal on March 12,
1968 under the caption: NEGRO PASTORS TAKE REINS AS GARBAGE STRIKE
LEADERS IN SWITCH Tu RACIAL PITCH, written by Joseph Sweat, notes
that this change in leadership has been subtle, and for a number of reasons;
the main one being that Union Leaders were oo bottled up by Court decrees
to do much leading. THE REV. H. RALPH JACKSUN is quoted as sayfng:
" I have become a Union leader. ' REV. EZEKIEL BELL is quoted as saying:
' When 98% of the men involved in a dispute like this are black, then you have
a racial matter whether you lize it or not." REV, WM. SMITH Is quoted
as saying, " You know that if these nien did not have black faces, you already
would have found a way to settle this thing.' RLEV, JAMES MORRIS LAWSON
JR., is quoted as sayiny: 'All right if you want lo leave it to Uncle Bubber
upstairs (Mayor Henry Loebd) and say you don't have any responsibility én this
thing, xo ahead. Then the black Ministers will just go [ishing, and lel what
happens ip this town just happen. " JESSE TURNER, President of the local
Chapter oy the N.A.A. C. P. has asserted the interest of his organization in
the strike and has publicly taken up the Civil Disobedience theme and urged
Negroes 'la bring your garbage down here and dump it on Main Street.’ 171

Un March 12,1968 there were reporis of Sanitation workers being
cursed on their trucks and of a Sanilation worker being threatened at his
home. Theve was a Bomb threat at Booker T. Washington High School, and
a shooting al Claybrook and Parkway but no one was injured. There were

also three cases of strike oriented vandalism reported on this date. 172)
There was further a rumor abroad that out of town agitators from Atlanta

and Clicago would arrive in Mempﬂ,a,to create a planned disturbance over
the weekend of March 16-17, 1968,
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MARCH 12,1966(Tuesday) continued.

On March 12,1968 - 18 Demonslirators were led to the Dump on
Democrat raad by the REV. HENRY LOGAN STARRKS, and a Male Negro
named JOUYNER, belicved lo be REV. hMLCO#M BLACKBURN'S assistant.

However, this demons tratéon was orderly. !

Students jrom Douglas High School on this date, browht copies
uf a ieaylet similar to that distributed at Northside High, calling for students
o participate in a march to Claybarm Temple at 12 Noon on March 13, 1965. 175)

While being ix erviewed by officers of the Intelligence Section,
JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, and WILLIE JAMLS JENKINS, brought out that
they had been sent to Carver High School, by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE -
BROUVK, who was in charge of the Youlth Demonstrations for C. 0. M, E, 176)

MARCH 13,1968 (Wednesday)

Un March 13,1968 the Press Scimitar carried a story under the
caption: CITY COUNCIL REJECTS BID FOR DUES CHECKOFF. The story
réporits that the City Council blociced Councilman J. U. P'ad TTERSON'S ai-
tempt to pass an ordinance allowing jor a dues checkojf, and did not allow
him to call jor a vote on a separate resolution which brought vocal reaction
Jrom PATTERSON and a walkout by approximately 300 strikers and strike-
sympathisers who were af this meeting. A'ter the walkout if was announced
that ROY WILKINS, and BAYARD RUSTIM would be the Jirst of a group of
nationally known Civil Rights leaders to visit Memphis in the days to come.117)

Un this same date, the Commercial Appeal carried a story by
Juseph Sweat, Slajf Writer, under the caption: ROY wILAINS, BAYARD RUSTIM
Lue Here to Support Strike. This story revolves about the walkout from the
City Council Meeting and qutes the REV.JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR. , as
saying, "This will be the sirst of a whole series o] people com ing in here /rom
all over the Country to hel march and lead you on to Victoryv.' Ministers
stated that strike Ieaderﬁ %vc groum weary of submiltting their case to the
City's elected ofjicials.

Un March 13,1968 three cases of vandalism were reported, and
the trash in a garbage truck servicing Charjean School was set afire in the
truch. Furthermore garbage was throum in the street at Florida and Parkway,
and there were pickels in front of the Loeb Enterprises at 822 Thomas and
at Chelsea and Manassas, but there was no report of trwouble al these locations.,
It was further reported this date that the children at Porter Junior High School
and at Booker T. Washington High School had been threalened that they would
regeet i i/ they did not particjoatc in the student marches led by the REV,
HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK, 175, _
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MARCH 13,19vE (ywednesday) cuntinued,

Al 12:20PM March 13,1968 170 teenagers were (ed by the
REV, E, L.BRUWI fromi Clayborn Temple to City Hall, and upon the return
irip about 50 of this group separated yyom the Main group, and one of this
grvup alfacked an elderly Male White on Secund Streel. This splinter yroup
led by the REV. ULYSSES GRANT and the REV. JOYNER rsajoined the main
group al Beale and Hernando, and when Memphis Police Department Squad
cars passed in front of Clayborn Temple , they yelled lo the officers, ""We
‘dare you o come nto the Church. ' The REV HAROLD MIDDLERBRUOOK is
ggmd to kave sald to this group upon thelr return, "We have gone up lhere
and prayed tisey would change thelr mindl Iy they don't by tonight, they will

wish they had. "' 180)

Al 3:25PM a sécond march of 30-40 students was led jrom Clay-
born Temple, and this marck was followed by approximately 125 adults. There
were no incidenls involved tn this march, but afier the group returned to
Clayborm Temple they we re addressed by REV EZEKIEL BELL, who carvied
on a tirade against the City Council calling them "Jackasses.' 181)

Wlﬁ

bk nane]
/xm;\ﬁ/? m;%i/ﬂ/

MARCH 14,1968 (Thursday)

ROY WILKINS, exechitive iXrectéom, of the National Association
Jor the Advancement of Colored People, and BAYARD RUSTIM of the A. Philip
Randolph Instilute encouraged sanitation workers and their supporters in apuchcs
to gt estimated 9000 persons gathsved at Mason Temple on March 14, 1968. 12

On March 14,1968 in the Prass Scimitar theve was a story under
the caption: 6§ ARE ARRESTED BLOCKING GARBAGE TRUCKS. 6 Sanitation
Strike Sympathisers—were arvasted w they bloched the road lo the entrance
fo the Democrat Road Dump. Two of those arrested had been arresied earlier
in the strite and placed ou GO day probagion by Judge CHURCHILL. They were;
REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, and WILLIE JAMES KIMP of 1015 Palermo.

f After the arrest the other demonstrators lejt, This same story reporis that

| MAYOR LOEB, following a meeting at an Industrial Exhibition al Memphis State

‘ University was faced withagroup of more than 100 youths, protesting the garbage
|

strui.swﬂa spoke lo them and invited them to the City Council Meeting on Tlurs-
day.

On March 14,1968 garbage Irucks plcking up garbage at Douglas
High were met with a barrage of bottles from the students. 30 people were
arvested at 3rd and Pontotoc and charged with a State Charge of Disorderly 184)
Conduct jollowing an encounter of Marchers with Garbage trucks at that location,
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MARCU 24, 1266 (P rsauy) conlinued.

Detueen S1it and ;301 approsimately wi teenagers
murched jron: Clayborn Temple W Handy. Care ana Courd squar € wiére
they broke up m smail groups and vetuyned lo Claybora Temple ut ap-
proximately 6;500M, 155)

MARCH 156, l968(Friday)

In the Press Scinllar ot Marchi 15,1965 a stovy appeared
under the cabtion: GRAND JUK Y INLICTS 5 GARBAGE STilkt 5UPFORT
LRS. The stery gues un to reiute ihut the 3 Garbage sirike supporters ar-
rested on February 23,1968 in front o) Goldsmith's Departsment Stove in
the incident where a Squad Car was rocked, and hlace had to be used to dis-
perse the crowd, the Grand Jury relurned a 2-Count indictment against each
of the dffenders on the charge of : PROWLING & TRAVELLING FOR THE
PURPUSE OF INTIMIDATING CITIZENS(Nightriding) and DISOUROERLY
CONDUCT.,

This article jurther reported that City Jidye BLRNIE
wEINMAN vuled that charvges for the arrest of 13 adults and 17 teerayers
at 3rd anu Poulotoc wheve an attem pt was made to bloc a Sanitation Truck
were legal arrests, However, he decided to wait until the Jollowing Tues -
day to decide whether to hold these subjects to the State on Lisciderly Con-
auct Charges, - This same date in Judge Churchill's Court, CHARLLS
BALLARUD, and JUHN B. SMITH, well-known local black aciivists were
released on probation by JUDGE CHURCHILL jollowtng charges placed
against them. This same date the REV., MALCULM BLACKBURN was
held to the State on a $500, 00 bona, Jor DISORDERLY CUNDUCT and CUN-
SPIRING TO INTERRUPT COMMERCE, 159)

" In anoiher articlé in lhe Press Scirsilar under the
caplica: 5 CRIKERS TOLL IU Bt PrACEFUL, uireclor o Fire and Police
FRANA C, HUOLLOMAN is reported to have complained that the Courts

| were being Loo leniend vn those arresied in strike incidents. He is yuoteu

as saywg: I am nol trying 1o run the Courls, vut [ hwve ui: respousiwilities,
I am going to uischurge my iv tne Cily uf Adi emphils ana lcave the Courts
o aisclarge tieirs, ' 187)

‘ On March 15,1965 there were 8 threals lc sanitation workers
reported, 158) any taree incidents of strike vriented Vandalism as well us
one attempt arson. 189) pyuythermore diclotov Cocklails weve used to start
garbage fires at Hernando and Vance, 190 ang weapons were confiscated af
Porter Junlor High School, and Booker T, Washéngton High school, after siu-
dents there were threatened i they did not participate in the marches, 191
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MARCH 16,1968 (Friday)

On March 13,1968 at 5;57PM approxiriately 100 teenagers,
Male and Female conducled a loud and bolsterous march doun Main Sireat,
and picketted Goldsmith's Lepariment Store, chanting: ' Up with Ingram,
Down with Loeb, "', and as they relurned lo Clayborn Temple, '"Burn,
Memphis, Burm, "' 192)

MARCH 16,1968 (>aturday)

On March 16,1968, the Commercial Appeal carried a story
wriiten by George Bryan under the caption: Truancy Crachdoun Ordered
by Judge to Curb Rowdyism fn Garbage Strike Marches, The story goes om fo
report that Juvenile Judge Kenneth Turner, (ssued an Order directing the
Police o arrest all youths younger than 16 found on the Streets during re-
gular school hours. Tkis arder was clearly (ntended to curb rowdy youths,
many wunder 15, who have marched on the Downtoum Streets in Sympathy
with the 5-week old Sanitation Sirie, ivector of Fire and Police Frank
Holloman is quoted as stating: "They will be arrested no matler what they
are doinyg and charged with truancy." 193

On March 16,1968 there were three instances of Vandalism reé-
porited and :fﬁrts of three threals agatnust Sanilation workers and local
dusinesses, 199)

At 9;40AM 100 adulis and 20 small children were led in a March
Jrom Clayborn Temple to City Hall by the REV. RALPH JACRSON, & the REV.
BENRY LOGAL STARKS. There were no incidents, At 10AM the REV. HAROLD
MIDDLEBROOK and a group of 25 teenagers set out to pickei East Gate Shopping
Center, and later Southgate Shopping Center, and at 10:55AM 50 leenagers
plcketted the Poplay Plasa Shopping Center, 1959

informaution was receivad on March 16,1968 that Police calls
were baing wmonilored on bolh frequencies by C. U. M. L. I{Cammun#y an
the Move for Equality) and the Minister's Assaciation, 196

At 6;30PM pickeis in front of Goldsmith's Department Store,
atiacked a Female Negro Customer coming from the store, 497
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MANRCK 17, 1968 (Sunday)

On March 17,1965(unday) The Cwmmercial [ peal carried a
slory under the caption: KING 10 LEND VOCAL SUPPORT AT STRIKL
RALLY. The aiticle reported that Dy. Martin Luther King Jr. , would speak
lo a Mass Meeting Monaay nlght March 18,1950 in support of the Memphis
Sanitation strike. This slory also reported that jowr youths had been ar-
restea in Clayboyn Temiple ajiev u Molutov Cocktail had been thrown tn a
nearby grocery. The story also reported that MAYOR HENRY LOBB had
proposed a referendum in August as to whether the City should allow diues
checiwff jor Sunitalion workers. MAYOR LOED sald he would rnot agree to
aenands for a check-off unless the referendum showed that a majorily of
the City's residents favored a chach-off. 198)

Um Sunday March 17,1968 The Comniunity on the Move for Equal-

ity (C. 0. M. E,) published a four page uewsgfer, called the C.0. M. E,
Appeal, in support of the Garbage Strike. 1

On March 17,1968 there were four cases of Vundalism reported,
and a report of the harassmient of u Female wiile, oy a group of Male Ne-
groes on Front Street, who shoutea ' Black Power' to aer, as they passed
her car and pointed a pisiol at ker,2W)

There was also a Firebomb thrown on 3/17/68 at 977 Driver,

and a strike oriented Aggravated Assault al Manassas and Noril Parkway.
There were as well many rumors of trouble makers flowing into Memphis

Jrom the North. <02) There was also a disturbance at 2275 Marble where 203
25 Male Negroes gathered around a Garbage Truck and had to be dispersed. :

There were also & bickels led by an adullt Female Negro in front .
o) the New Fublic Library at 155 E. Norwood, scheduled to open 5/18/68. 204.

: r
MARCH 18, 1968(Monaay)

"Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. told an estimated 13,000
cheering persons at Mason Temple that they should consider a work 3tof-
page if their demands were not met in the strike. He promised to relurn
to Memphis at a later date, and lead a Massive March for the sirike, and
asked that all persons in sympathy with the strike to slay away from work,
and asked studenis to stay away from school, on March 22, 1968.




MARCH 18,1968( Monday) continued.

There were tkrﬁﬂ 5as¢s of strike oriented vandalism re-
ported on March 18,1968,

Un March 18,1968 the Following Southern Christian Leader-
ship Comyerence personnel(SCLC) registered in the Lorraine Motel:
DR.MARTIN LUTHER KINGJR., & REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY in
Room 306.; BERNARD LAFAYETTE in Room 314;: REV, ANDRE W
YOUNG, in Room 303; REV.JAMES L. BEVEL in Room 301, MR.JAMES
HARRISON, of Allanta, Ga. in Room 305: BRIG CABE, Official photo-
grapher for S.C.L.C. in Room 304; W. RUTHERFORD of Atlanta, Ga. ,
in Room 312; DOROTHY F. COTTON, Secy to DR, MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR. , Wm 307, and the REV. ROGERS vy Atlanta, Gu. in
Room 302,

MARCH 19, 1968 (Tuesday)

Un March 19,1968 four threals to Sanitation workers were
reporied, four cases of Vandalism to businesses, three cases of arson,
and one case of an altempiled arson, and a Gurbage fire on McLemore
was reported, 208)

Furthermore following the address of UR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING, on 3/18/68, school teachers attending the Mass Meeting were
approached by Black Power Advocates and told iy they went to school
on Friday, March 22,1968 thelr cars would be burned and they would
be harmed. They were advised that there would be a Black Power ad-
vocale at every school in the Cify, 209)

Intelligence sources reported that REV. MARTIN LUTHER
KING left. Memphis for Haltiesburg, Mississippi on 3/19/68 but that the
REV, RALPH ABERNATHY remained in Memphis and was meeling with
REV.H.RALPH JACKSON, JAMES MORRIS LAWSUN JR., and the REV,
T.C. LIGHTFOOT in numerous strategy meetings. 2

Un the night of March XX 19,1965 there was a Mass Meeting
at Warren Temple on Mississippl at Williams, where the REV.JAMES
BEVEL of S.C. L.C, addressed the assembly on the Mass March planned
Jor Friday, March 22,1968, He asked everyone lo stay away from work

and maych, and for them to }ueg thetr children out of school on that
day and the jull week of March 24- 30! F,??S 80 they could participate in
the boycoits planned jor that week.
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MARCH 20, 1968 (W eenesday)

The Commercial Appeal carvied an articie un the mornmy of
3/20/65 undev the caption: KING'S EYE ON WASHINGTUN, in which it was
potnted vut that MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, did nothing lo hasten the settic~
ment of the Garbage Siyihe, bui saw how many Negroes were arvused and
quickly decided to attach kimsel) tu lhe local issue. UKk KING'S discovery
that a ready made crowd of jollowers was waiting jor himn dn Memphis made
him decide this would be the beyinning oy the Wushington Muvenient. This
project was foremost in hing's mina as he spoxe in Memphis on 3/18/66.
The Sanitation Strike made a handy starting point to wmake his pitch jor bigger
things. i

In the Press Scimitar of 3/20/68 in an article captioned: HURRY
UP TRY i OR ENDING STRIKE, ¥ was reporied lhat the City Council would
have three ordinances for consideration when it met b1 Speclalk Session 4;30PM
3/21/6§ in an effort to settle the Sanitation Sirike on the Eve of the “ﬁy
visit of Martin Luther King Jr. lo Memphis scheduled jor 3/22/68.

On 3/20/66 two instances oj Sirthe vriented vandalism were re-
povted and threats were made to burn down both Longview and Merrill schools
on Friday, March 22,1968, the date of the proposed Massive March to be led
by MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. , and an obscene telephone cqall was received
by the wife o; white City Councilman, Jerred Blanchard. 19

Un 3/20/58 Black Power Groups were ranging around the schools
in South Memphis lntimidating gachers and sludenls, threatening them against
holding classes on 3/22/68. é‘ i

5 215)

The rumor was a bread as well, that themilitant Negrv Minister,
REV. EZEKIEL BELL, had made arrangenients for STOKELY CARMICHAEL
to come to Mempids and speax al his church. 210

Un 3/20/66 Lucal Black Fower milltant leaaer, JUHN B, sMITi
along with other Black Power advocales went to the principal oy Douglas High
school, and demanded tial ke be allvwed b spean 9 the students & the auditor -
Gani o the schwol, He was however, lvld lu leave. 7)

Intelligence sources revealed that the orgunizalion o) studenis
Jor the planned miarch on March 22,1968 was in the hands of the REV., HAROLD
MIDDLEBROOK, $.C.L.C. and C. U. M, k., member, and the organisation of
adull groups and participation in the march was in the hands of local militant
Blaca Puower lcar.ie—ri; {5)& V. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR., pastor of Centenary
Methouist Chuych.
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MARCH 20, 1968(continued)

Intelligence reports further revealed that GERALD FANION,
another Negro leader was organising a large vaily to be held on the park-
ing lot at the Club Paradise on the night of M/“' which was lo be
broadcast over local vadio station WLOK.

Furthermove on 3/20/68 JAMES BEVEL on the staff of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, Southern Christian Leadership Conference leader(SCLC)
made an fncendiary anti-war speech to the students at LeMoyne College re-
Jerring to President Joknson as, " another Hitler, " and denouncing the Viet
.. Nam war, stating colored soldiers should be fighting Jor their own rights

70 heve. BEVEL had been brought to LeMoyns College by a Negro Drama De-

pariment instvuctor named LEE, and was moticeably friendly with CHARLES
CABBAGE, local Blach Power acnu% and kis group known as the lnvaders
who were observed in the andience. )

Police assignments remained constant 3/20/68 and tnvolved the
escorting of garbage trucks throught the City, and the patrolling amfxrches
and demonstrations, as well as the regular neighborhood patrols.

MARCH 21,1968 (Thursday)

On 3/21/68 Cily Council Members voted against Negro Council -
man, J.U. Patterson's proposal allowing a dues checkoff for the AFSCME
Union., and passed instead a resolution calling for mediation sessions with
both sides siiting down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federal mediator. =

Om 3/21/68 DR, MARTIN LUTHER KINGJR., was in Greenwood,
Mississippd, ovgeniazing his PoorrPeople's Campaign, using a tenani farmer's
shanty as the symbol of the campaign. In Memphis, however, DON STEVENS,
of WHBQ. , Radio Station received a telephone threat on the life of MARIN
LUTHER KING JR., wherein a man with what was described as having an
Italian accent advised MR. STEVENS that if MARTIN LUTHER KING returned
to Memphis he w;uld be shot 3/22/68. An altempl was made with Southern ‘
Bell, Telephone and Telegraph Co., to check out this call, but it was developed
that 18 was made from a pa‘t)clcphcno booth, and nothing further could be de-
veloped about the caller. p et SRS

Tension was generaily high én the City on 3/21/68 and Black Power
activists were going around to the schools in the City, threatening the children,
and teachers, and threalening to sivip thely cars and damage the schools if
anyone showed up for classes on 3/22/68. Such threals were reporied from
W‘CCT:‘I eef School, Gordon School, and Humes and Northside High
Schools.
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MARCH 21,1968(Thursday)

A large number of placards were delivered lo Clayborn Temple
Headquarters of the Labor Union-Ministerial Alliance coalition during the
styike by lhe C.A. Davis Printing Co. Some of them were Jor local mer-
chants and read: 'Closed Today--\We are on March, ' 226)

Memphis liousing Authority employees were recelving threats
allegedly jrom Cornelia Crenshaw, who had been active in tke Strike, and  527)
a former Mayor Ingram supporter and Memphis Housing Authority employee.

There was as well a mﬂgf of a threatened walizout by Negro
emplayess at the Baplist Hospital. And at a meeting sponsored by

the Union and the Ministers Alllance af the Mt. Olive C. M. E, Church there
were talks about how teachers could parucé%}e in the marches without be-
ing docked in their pay jor being oif wors. 4l these meetings, mimeo~
graphea and «eruxea coplies of H.Rap Brouwn 's ledter from prison @ Louis -
sana was being circulated by Negro Activists, and the Ministers weve distri-
buting the C. V. M. E, (Community on the Move jor bkquality) letter enlising
the support of Memphis School teachers in supporting the narch to be led

by Lr. Martin Luther King Jr., planned jor 3/2z2/66" 2%

This date as well a carbine fs v rted to have beer purchased
by @ Negro associated with the activists. 24 private business, also was
threatened in the downlown area, as well as Hamilton High School, and a
bus service in North Memphis. -

OUn the evening of 3/21/6% MALTIN LUTHER KING JR. re- '
turned to Memphis and held a stralegy meeting at the Lorraine Motel, with
rejerence to the proposed March'lo be held 3/22/68. And Tumors were
abroad that H. Rap Broum would come lo Memphis to participate i the march,
though it was known that he was in jail in Loutsiana at this time.

MARCH 22,1365(Friday)

O March 22,1968 Memphis was visited with the heaviest
snow fall since 1592, and the Press Scimilar of thiat datc carries a story
under tke caption, "King March Cancelled by Snow. ', and on its editorial
bage carried the editorial, ' Give Medtation Full Chance. ' 234)
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MARCH 22, 1968 (Friday)contbued.

I arthernivre on the nighl o) 3/22/65 suspicious Male Negroes
in automobiles were vbserved in the vicinily of Mayor Loeb's home. Shols
were fired into a hwme in vie iustance resulling jrom strike agitated ten- 235)
sion, and there were three reporéed inslances of siriac oriented vandalism,

vespite the snow however, there was a meeling of teachers held
at the Mi. Oldve C.bd. E. Church on Linden ai which the REV.JAMES MORRIS
LAWSUN JR. was the speawer, and a mimeographea letler was cirvculated in
the City pledging the suppovt oy the Alcy Rd., Home vuners Assoctation do
the Sanitation strike, as well as the C. 0. M. E, handbill entitled COMMUNI TY
ON THE MOYE FOR EQUALITY INVITES YOU TU MARCHIJR JUSTICE AND
JOBS, Stmullaneously the Invaders and otker milllanis were circulaling a
mimeograplhed sheel enlitled Perspective of Black Power, by the Invaders,
which was in essence a militant and hate philosaphy statement. 236)

Thycats were made to employees al lke City shops as well and
JAKILS MORRIS LAWSUN JR. anavunced thai the mavch for March 22, [96&
had been cancelled gue to the seow, md that 21 V. MARTIN LOTHER KING
would retwrn to Memphis later in the weew to lead a massive marvch. About
100 strike leaders, wid Ministers were at Claypgay: Temple, making plans during
the day of March 22,1353 despite the weather, .g;f

N

MARCH 23, 1900 (saluruay)

i

The heavy snow which was still on the grouna 3/23/68 stopped
imost of the st-lce ovicnled meeifngs. Linccves, (e mere 22 piciels '
mostly Female white, und Male widte (only 4 male Negroes and 2 Female
Negroes) from Southwestern, anc saempids Slate Universily led by the RAV,
ULYSSES GHANT BARVEY(hale Negro) al the Poplar Flaza Shopping Center
in Easl diemphis carrying placards jor the sanitation strikers. 3¢)

4

Also an incendiary lelier, very pro-iabor, and anti-Loeb,
witich was written by the Rev, C. U. Basinger, pastur o) the 1st Congregation-
al Church, was discovered. This letier was dated I ebruary 23, 1968, but

it is believed it was circulated much laler &an this. It is believzd that 1000
coples oy lais letter were prinied. :

- Unly one incident Involving a (hreat to a cithzen, and two in-
stances of vandalism were reporied, 240)
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MARCH 24, 1968 (Sunday)

wunday, March 24,1960 Lhe heavy snow was still on the ground,
and it was a guiet dey, with no demonstrations 5"}'}"5’ place, no meetings,
and vnl: lwo instances v vandaiisni eeportea. “*

MARCH 25, 1968 (AMonday)

un 3/250/b0 i a story unaer the cablion: Strice Mediation
Talis stymied, the Commmercial Appeal veported lhal cue to the action
0f Judge Hupyman oy Chancery Court, who had held several u/ the sirike
leaaers in condempt of his Court, strile micdiation talis had been stymied.
However, on 3/25/58 Chancellor Hoffman ruled that pariicipation of the
Union and Strike leadery in the mediation negolialions was legal even
thangh e hud sevvea injunctivis Gsainst them. <1%)

It is juriie. wurtiy v avie that the marvch I-sve of the
SCUTHLIN FAPRIOT, i v gun 0 tne Southern Conference Educational
Funa, a imcuwn Conununist 1 ront vrganization carried a glowing story o/
the Sanilution strvse, and the union oy tie Black Community in Memphis,
slaniting lhe story, so lnal it wosle secm that the sanitation Strike was a
gveat uprising o lue 9ppressed in a vackward seuthern City, 243)

“Ana in both the Conanescial Appeal and the Press Scimitar
the Menplis AFL-Clu Lavor Cuuncil >ublished quarter pape statements
ve: by suppourt o) the sanilation siriice, and thesr ophosition to Mayor
Loel una nis zolicies, <

Un 3/25/¢8 acnum‘él staried é:iczzing up, and 7 Instances of
sirize oriented vundalism were reported . 449  And handbills priuled

oy C. V. M. k. (Community on the Mave for Eyualily) asking jor the boycolt
o/ the Comimercial Appeal ana the Press scimita) Jur lie cuverage lhey
were siving the sanitation Strike anc such iten.s us Iian. bune, a cartvon

0 an vld Negro, and his wise sayings, he disconlineed in the Laper. These
hanabills were ciérculated on Main Street and in sther paris of the City, 246)

Un 3/25/68 Intelligence sources reported that the Plans Jor
the weei were as jollows: 3/20/ud-- A meeting oy Slytkers and Sympathisers
at Undon Hall on tirestune; a march of adult strikers, and later in the after-
ROGH @ march of student sympathisers of the strike, and in the evening a
mass meellng at Trindty Church. 3/27/68 KEV. RALPH ABERNATHY was
to speax at Mason Temple; and 3/25/68 REV,. MARTIN LUTHER KING was
o lead a Mass Marck and address a Mass Rally at Mason Temple in the
evening jollowing the March, 3/29/68 REV, C. L. FRANKLIN, jather of

P



FOu TNU TLES (continued)
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MARCH, 25,1968( continued)

blues singer, Aretha FRANKLIN, was to speak to a mass rally at Mason
T'emple and 5/3U/68 REV. C,L. FRANKLIN was to lead another mass
marcih on Cily Hall.

um i/26/68 BAXTUN BRYANT, Lirector of the Tennessee
Council on Human Relations joined GERALD FANION and other atrike lead-
ers al Clayborn Temple, to ma.e plans jor the massive march planned for
3/28/68. It was vepovted as well that MACEQ WALKER, President of Uni-
versal Life, and the Union Protective Insurance Agency, and the Harlem
Houses ( a chain of Restaurants in the Black Communily in Memphis) mﬂ
closing so that thelr employees could participate in the mass march.

Police Iatelligence men at the Mass Meeting at Mi. Ulive Bap -
tist Church al Linden & Lauderdale 3/25/68 weve asked lo leave by REV
MALCOLM BLACKBUKN, white pastor of Clavborn Temple, and a Cana-
dian National deebly tnvolved in striie activitic., and several of the Invad-
ers, a militant black group in fouwn, ana at one time were threatened with
viclence. :

MARCH 26, 1958(Tuesday)

un 2/26/68 the Cummerciui appeal carried a story captioned:
STRIKL MEDIATION TALKS UPEN, but the story showed the opposing jac-
tions in the slvike talias tv be deudlocked, und ayreement was nol Jorseen
at this time. <9Y) v

There weve § inslances v; strine ovrieated vandalism reported
on 3/2u/68, and one inslance oy garbage Lein; uumped in the sireet in one
of tie Negto neighborhoods. And there was a mass meeting 3/26/68 at
T inity C, M. E. Church. 251) )

MARCH 27,196 (Wednesday)

On 3/27/68 the Commercial Appeal carried an article under
the caption: "Strike's Food Stamp Aid to End, ' The article rejlected that
the Mayor had indicated his willingness to help alleviate the sttuation in
order fo prevent sujfering on the part of the striker's families . Letters lo
the edilor in the Commercial Appeal of 3/27/68 indicate a rise in feeling
againsi the strike on the part of private citizens, 252)
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MARCH 27, L90o( v ednesday conlinued

Tie Press scimilar on 3/27/68 published the rules to be
vhserved Juy lae massive Mavch planned for 3/23/08 as set doun by
the Folice vepurtment, Veiicles weee barved jrom the doumboun area for the
period ¢! (ne march.

un 3/27/68, 9 cases oy siriike orleniea vandalisim were report-
ea o the Pulice .bcpurhr'zent ana sunétation workers came tv the Police
Ucpartn.mt w swear vl & wurranks agale st a sirétker wav Jud been harass -
ing lheni, €51)

Thera werc tiwo marches on 3/727/68, one of adills leaving
Claytorn Temple at g proximately 2TM, ana one o f students leaving the
Temple ut 4:30PM and returning al approximately 5;:05P). Buth marches
were orderly, Ho.wcocr, curing Lhie adull raarcih, memhbers of the dlack.,
mililant s yout: «nown as the hwaaers, were heaso wrging the pickets
marcibuy to put doum tadr sisms and to ctoh nmr'hbv and tehf and burn
S:"”""" /‘I—J

hutelliyence sources veported thgt the B EV. 1L BRALPH JACKSON,
wf C. 0.0, L(Commmumity on e Move for Errvality hod hevenodad the young
Presboterian mindster (o bV, dZLL1EL BELL) nct lo hring STUKELEY
CaRrMICEALL to Memplit. 259  inteiligence sunrces also reported that
members ¢ tive WEACUOUN: ¢f Lo Angeles¢lvained in Karate) had been ob-
sdrved arvund Clayborn Tem; e, and it was belleved they would participate
iw lic maareh on J/..‘./u

March 27,1905 C. ... M, & lea;tets( Mmcn';m Juslice and Jobs,
called by MARTIN LUTHER eING e €. U, 51, £, were distriduled to
Nzyro employees at the Metiwaist tospital, <o

/7 Inbelligence imjormalion 3/27/.,8 was thut Mali TIN LU THER
RING would arvive in Memphis at 10:224M 3/2:/68 frovit New Yurk, and
Di. NGLUNATHY who haa ieid u 1Hidss, by rebiveg b Alasen Temple 3/26/68
stated lne march woulu begin al luahs @ unu callva jor a Black Man's
holiday in Mcmnphis on 5/25/64, and slated lial iy the maich did not force
the Mayor to meet the Gurbuye Collector’s demands, they would lie in
Jront of the gzarbage bruciks and slop thew: if ricccssary. Intelligence sources
alsv reporleu lhat the Union leaders and Ministers supporting the sirike
kad Walkie Talkies, and Ciilzen Bund Radios and had been wmonitoring 260)
Police calls, und alsv had moblle units equipped with Citlzen Bund radios.
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MARCH 27,1968 (wednésday) continued.

Mr. George Wallace, who had planned to visit Memphis 3/27/68
cancelled his planned visit to the City indejinitely. 20l)

Un 3/27/68, a Mr, Frank Flanigan, Mw, 1331 National requested
a permit to march along side MAR TIN LUTHER KING with a march of his
oun (.supposcdly of white eitizens) but when ashed what his parade route would
be, ite refused to disclose i, stating: ' MAR TIN LUTHER KING doesn't tell
you what he is going to do." 262)

Al City Hall on 3/27/68 Union leadars walked out of the Mediation
talks with the City, as the third day of talks neared an end and charged that
MAYOR LOEB had in effect tied the hands of Cily represenlatives by not allow-
ing them any decdsion making funciion. 263)

MARCH 26, 1908(Thursday)

Tenston was high on Mayrch 28,1908 as a result of the activities,
af C. 0. M. E, (Community on the Move for Equality, and Local activists, in
connection with preparations jor the massive march planned for later in the day.
Between 12:45AM and 7AM there were 11 reportea instances 0f strike oriented
harassment and vandalism. This waus a noliceable increuse over previous days.z“"'

Between 7;50AM and 9'05AM trouble was reported at Lester, North-
side, Douglas & Buoker T. Washington High Schools where small groups of Negro
activists were attempting lo block students jrom entering schoaol ana generally
harassiag them. 20 r

The Press >cinilar oj 3/25/68 carried a stovy under the cahtion,
1y Twdents liurl Rocks at Police”, wisicn repurts of the clsorders around Eamilton
High School, a predominately Negro School in soulh ivempiils around 9ARI 3/28/68.
The story reads us jollows: " = shower uf bottles and rocks--some as lavge as sof
balls, greeted Police Uyficers at Hamilton scheo!, 1475 wilson this morniang as
aboutl 250 students massed on the school grounds bejore the downtown march.

"The flying rocks and bottles smashed the windows of one squad car,
a police officer, S. B. Keithley was hit in the hand and a (press) photographer siruc
on the fool. Ufilcers were leapingk inio the air to avoid the bouncigg rocks. A poli
helicopter voared vverhead.

"The rain of projectiles continued for over 10 minutds hefore the ojfice
charged. Then studenis jled behind the school and doun adjacent streetls, mass-
ing again al the predominately Negro school later,
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MAlCH 28,1965 (Thursday) conlinued

«JAMES R. REID, a Press Scimitar photographer, said he
never saw officers, pelted sporadically for well over an hour auring the
length of the dislurbance , use clubs or jorce on the students, althvugh gas
masks were coaned auring lhe ulsturbance. Gas ivas not used.

njo Ann Tulbert, l4, Negro, @ student at Hamilion, was fmgured.
Rock throwers ceased their uctivity while a Phre Department ambulance crew
escorted by officers yemoved her from the school. 3he was tazen to John Gas -
ton Hospital where she was treated jor lacerations 0f the head.. .. ..

rLater the students formed up and marched North on wilson foward
the downtown area lo join Lr. Martin Luther King's march there.

nAg 9:14AMM the Police Radio order went oul 10 use pas tear gas.
\When the students saw the police putting on their gas masks and preparing lo
use yas they relreated. The gas was not used, said Frank Holloman, director
of Fire and Police.

* The trouble at Hamillton High had beyun when youths oulside the
school tried to keep others Jjrom entering . It was an attempt lv enforce the
call by leaders of the garbage strike sympathisers for Negroes today to lake
a koliday from jobs, and school. " 260)

In this same article Police Chief Henry Lux is rveported as sa ying
19,000 situdents were reparied avsent from school in the City. «#nd Jurther
the article reports thal J. D. Springer, principal of Booier T. washington High
715 5. Lauderdale, said the Revdumes W. Lawson, pasior of Centenary Meth-
odist Church, and a march leader was oulside with oliiers urging students not
to attend Boaker T, Wushington. ,;.:fzhuﬂz reportea aboul 1200 a sent out of
aboul 2,200, but satd some were vicrling in. 267)

A# 11:55AM Lt.Jimn Beach, reported that Negroes in the uréa of
Lamar and Walker were spreading the runior tiut a smiall child was stomped
lo deatin at Hamilton >choul this n:ormii, und ke Negroes in lhe areu were be -
coming very upséet.

(4]

The Police Radio Lug jar 3/28/68 rejlects that Police Helicopter
#20l, reporied that at 9:29A, a crowd 0) 200 was marcning West jrom LeMoyne
College toward Clayboim Temple. At l0OAM Police Helicoptey #201 reporied a
crowd in excess of 3000 in jront o) Clayborn Temple. At 10: 03AM the Radio
Log rejlects that tha Q. & 5. Liguor Store at 346 Vance was raided by approx.
25 men who took liguor. The Slore was ordered closea. Al 10:074M a Disturbd-
ance was reported at Booker T. Washington High School. At 10:10AM Police
Helicopter #201, reported lhat the streels from Vance to Clayborn Temple were
packed with people. Al 10:14AM Police Helicaopter reporis a group of 150 moving
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MAKCH 28, 1965(Thursday) continued.

Jrum Bouser T. Washington High School toward Clayborn Temple. Al l0;20AM
a disturbance wias reported at Southside High school. when the Police arrived
it was reported that 15 or 20 youths armed with chains had fled in two cars.

Al 1U:29AM a disturbance was repurted at Carver High . 268)

The Marcl on 3/25/65 was delayed due lo the late arrival in Memphis

4 of v, Martin Luther King Jr. , who was lo head the March. He did not arrive at

the Atrport uniil approx. 10:22AM and in jact did not join the March until it had
proceeded one block North on Hevnanao jrom Clayborn Tem/fle. 2639

Prioy to the March some 5000 to 6000 people had congregated near
Clayborn Temple. It was estimated by Police observers thal at least half of
lhese were teenagers oj high school age. Fulice intelligence sowces repori
Black Activist leaders, JOHN HENRY FERGUSUN, and JUHN B, SMITH were
on the steps of Clayborm Temple along with many other Invaders ( a local black
activist group).

Al this puint the C. u. m. £. (Community on the hove jor kquality)

- group, which had charge oj the pamaue unu the parace marshalis , hunded out

lilerally hunaress of prepared placards, mownied un stout 4)t. pine poles. It is
worthy of nole that this was the jirst time poles were used jor placards in any
of the Demonstrations. Police Intelligence sowces observea many oj the leen-
agers leariny thetr plucards jrow lae sticks and waving ticm menachigly before
the muarch Legan, 27UV)

have

At 10:56AM DR, MARTIN LUTHER RING is reported to arrived
at the head vy the march. Al 11:0354M the Fulice Heticopter reported 15-25
youths armed wilh sticks und roc«s tv be mioviig jrov. Fuurth and Beale toward
Hernando. #Al 11:05414 Tnen Asst, Cnje; Henry Lux reported that the March had
started, and hay Piltman Black, reporliny vw the start o tie March i the Press
sclinitar., of 3/29/us describes it us jesiive in feeling, bul disvrganized with
marchers all vver the streets paying no attention lu tue parace snarshalls. Al
11:0unad the Police Helicopter repurted the march to have velween b, VOV and
o, Ul 1@rches 5, b D1:U9aM the i'vlice Helicopter reported 15-20 youlas
with sticks moving nest on Beale v Main. it 11,17aM the Police Helicopter
reported a thivd Helicopter tn the aly interjering with the Police Helicopter,
stating it came witiin 100 jeel oy them. At 11;2LAM Then :ssi. Chief Henry Lux
repuried marchers were breaking oul winduws & tearing up everylking at 2na
and Beale and Main & Gayoso and that they were running in all directions. At
11;22RM Chiey Macdonald ordered that tear gas nol he used except as a last
resorl., and at tne same time Divector Frank C. Holloman Greg U'Rear of the
Tennessee Highway Patrol, requesting help., At 11;24AM the Helicopter report-
ed thai the Main march was held up at Main & Gayoso, and 15-20 people iere
reported attacking u car on Front Street South of Beale, And at the same time
the Helicopler advised motor cycle officers in front of the parade to clear every-
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