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Memphis, Tennessee is located in the extreme South West cor-
ner of the Slate of Tennessee bordering Northern Mississippi to the South 
and divided from Arkansas by the Mississippi River. In 1965 the population 
cy the City of Memphis was 541,900, ana the MetropoWan population of the 
City ana its environs was 629_900. 	There are 178 square miles within the City Limits. 

The racial breakdown of the population according to most recent 
Special Census Reports is tint within the City Limits there is a uee popula-tion of approx. u2. 7 % and a Negro population of approx. 37. 3%. 

ECUNOM Y. 
Memphis is a well known cotton center located in one of the world's richest cotton producing areas. More than one third of the cotton produced in 

the U.S. is bought and sold each year on Front Street in Memphis, Tennessee. Memphis is also the world's largest hardwood lumber market, and Memphis 
is surrounded by rich and productive agricultural hinterlands, and is the Chief Rail Center between St. Louis and New Orleans and for more than a century has 
been a major distribution center. In recent years as well there has been con-siderable Industrial development in the Memphis area. 3) 

RACE RELATIONS. 

During the Administration of the late John F. Kennedy, Memphis 
was cited jar the excellent progress it had made in race relations during a 
period when race relations were just beginning to dominate the National News. 
And though there are in Memphis crowded areas occuppied by both Negroes 
and White people in which there is some sub standard housing, by and large 
Memphis has more housing projects and improved low rent housing than any 
City of comparable size in the South. 4) 

LOCAL POLITICS 

Since 1964 the Memphis Negro Community has become increasing-
ly active in local politics and local government, and with nearly 85,000 re-gistered Negro Voters, the Negro Community is becoming increasingly more 
powerful in the political structure of the City. 

The Me his Negro Community was very active in the elections of the Fall of 1967. 	In this election the City of Memphis changed from a 
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LUCAL PoLITIC.s (continued)  

Commission form of government to a Mayor and City Council I orm of 

Government. '1  However, in this election, the favorite of the Negro Com-

munity, former Mayor William Ingram was defeated and Henry Loeb was 

elected Mayor. There was as well a Negro Candidate for Mayor, A. W. 

Willis, but he did not poll enough votes in the Negro Community to be regard-

ed the favorite of his people. 

PREPARATIONS:  

At the beginning of 1968 Memphis realised that it had been picked 

out as a Target City, along with a number of other American Cities with sim-

ilar racial components to be used as a proving ground where the Negro Com-

munity could push for increased benefits. 

In so far as Memphis had had no previous racial trouble of any 

consequence this was a matter of total community concern. The Intelligence 

Unit of the Memphis Police Department had been aware ,tor a number of years 

of a growing Negro Activist movement within the City which though it re-

presented only a small percentage of the total Negro population8)  had succeed-

ed in causing considerable racial tension which culminated in the Riot Alert 

of July 27-31,1967, at which time the National Guard had been called to the 

City by the then Commissioner, Claude A.Armour. 

MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTME.NT.  

Memphis found itself in the spring of 1968 with a Police Department 

of 850 men, who though they had had the experience of dealing with a number of 

local racial bad dents, and who though not totally unprepared were far from ade-

quately equipped to cope with a major disorder. Liason had been made with 

other Law Enforcement Agencies in the Memphis Area, who could be depended 

upon for re-inforcements. The Intelligence operations of the Memphis Police 

Department were increased, and it may be said that the Department had its 

hand on the pulse of the City, and was aware of increases in tension and the 

general cliMate between the Negro and White Communities. Much planning and 

study had been given to the means of controlling possible disorders. 
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ebruary 12,1966  

930 of 1,100 City Sanitation workers left their jobs without warning 
demanding recognition of the American Federation of State, County ,and Muni-
cipal Employees Union as their bargaining agent and asking redress of a series 
of grievances. it is worthy of note that there had been a similar strike by Sani-
tation Employees going on in New York at this time, which had been settled and 
workers received pay kicreases. Mayor Henry Loeb maintained that the work 
stoppage was illegal. 

February 13,1968  

On February 13,1968 Supt. Ea. Rice of the Sanitation Department re-
ported that the men who had remained on the job were beginning to receive threats 
and harassment. 10) 

Approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers net at the 
Rubber Workers Union Hall on Firestone, where they were addressed by T. 0. JONES 

local Presiaent of the Local 1733 of the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees. (AFSCME). It is significant that at this meeting the REV. 
EZEKIEL BELL, a militant Negro Presbyterian Minister was introduced and he 
brought the race matter firmly into the discussions, stating among other things, 
"Either our demands will be met, or there wont be any City. I am not a man of 
violence, but if it takes burning down and destroying, this we will do. " This meet-
ing was covered by an intelligence source of the Memphis Police Department.11)  

Following the meeting at the Union Hall approximately 1000 Sanitation 
worsers and sympathisers marched to City Hall, where they went into the City 
Council Chambers, filling it to overflowing, at which time Council Chairman, Dow-

ning Pryor requested that those standing along the walls go out into the Hail as they 
created a fire hazard. They did so at this time. But Police Officers In the audience 
remained. Then Councilman J. 0. Patterson arose, and mentioned that he noted 
many police officers standing about and stated that he felt they would be of more use 

in the City, fighting crime than observing a peaceful demonstration of Sanitation 
workers. At this time the Policemen standing against the wall left as well. At 3;10PA 
the whole group adjourned to the South Hall of the Auditorium which provided seat-
ing for all, where the group was addressed by Mayor Loeb who stated: "I am here 
to serve all of the people of the City of Memphis. I am not here just to serve you 
and forget the rest, nor am I in turn to serve the rest and forget you. ' He then 
stated in effect that the Sanitation workers were breaking the Law, stating that a 
City Employee cannot strike against the City. Re further stated tint the new City 
Government had been in office one month and asked them to go back to work, as 
the City Government was working on a budget for the fiscal year, and he stated 
there was a raise in the budget for the Sanitation workers. 14  
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February 13,1968(coetinued) 

Mayor Loeb was followed on the speaker's stand by P.J.Ciampa, 

International Field Staff Director of AFSCME, who listed 1O(ten) grievances 

the Sanitation Workers had, and started his vilification of Mayor Loeb, which 

continued throughout the strike, introduced publicly the racial issue into the 

strike, ackn algid the coalition of Union and Civil Rights interests, and said the 

problem had to be resolved to insure peace and tranquility in the Cammunity. 13)  

The ten(10) grievances (demands) formulated by the Union and 

presented by P.J.Ciampa were: 

1. That Local 17.33 ,AFSCME, be the representative of the workers. 

2. That workers should have a grievance procedure plan. 

3. The City should have a dues-checkoff plan for the workers(whers-in 

The City woad automatically take out Union dues before they get their 

pay checks.) 
4. Some recourse for the workers in regards to suspensions. 

5. The any should pay for workers Life Insurance & Health benefits. 

b. There should be some uniformity in promotions. 

7. There should be sick leave benefits. 
8. Vacations. 
9. Pay for Norttg on holidays. 

10. Overtime. 

February 14,1968  

On February 14,1968 a garbage truck was attacked by 8 Male Negroes 

at 7th and Chelsea. It was not damaged.lw 

ON February 14,1968 at the Rubber Workers Union Hall, PETER PARKE! 

Male .Negro, one of the local leaders of the Seadation Strike, addressed the work-

ers saying, "Obey the City Laws, but if the Police or anyone else grabbed any 

one of them, beat the living hell out of them." Principal speakers this date, 

represented the coalition of Union Representatives, and Civil Rights leaders 

in the City. Several ministers spoke and CORNELIA CRENSHAW, an Ingram 

supporter in the recast elections spoke complaining of similar injustices at 

the Memphis Housing Authority. JESSE EPPS, Staff Member of AFSCME from 

Mississippi talked of the strike that had been successfully concluded in Pas-

cagoula, Miss. He urged unity in the coalition, and referred to the four groups 

that wore involved &n Pascagoada, as "Blacks and Whites," who stood for the 

strike, and "Nigger* and Crackers." Be said there were some Riggers and 

Crackers in Memphis too. Civil Rights Leader, and Ingram supporter, 0. Z. 

EVERS head of the Local chapter of C. O.R. E spoke, and P. J. CIAMPA, Union 

leader who stated: "Wt just left Rome, talking to your Emperor-God Loeb, 

who sends word to you Egyptians that the answer is still "No." 
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February 14,1968(continued. )  

JOSEPII PAISLEY, a 14 idle Male, State c.)■ ganizer fur AFL-CID in Nash-

ville, pledged the support of 150,000 Union men in Tennessee. Be urged 

the strikers to remain in Unity, and to pay no attention to the News Media 

that might attempt to urge them to &o back to work. JAMES BLAIR, a White 

Male, Spokesman for the Electrical w orkers Union, and WuPC talked of 

successful strikes in the City, and passed out Union Literature. VASCO 

SMITH, Male Negro militant, and Vice President of the Local Chapter of 

N. A. A. C. P. , and the Shelby County Democratic Club pledged the support 

of the 10,000 members of these organizations to the strike, stating: ' When 

you become headlines, people become aware of you." P.J. CIAMPA con-

cluded the meeting by urging the strikers to seek support In their neighbor-

hoods, and particularly from the local ministers. lie said, " If any man seeks 

your job, then he is a thief and has stolen it. 1 want you to treat him as a 

thief and do a good fobs " 16)  

VASCO SMITH, held a meeting on the night of 2/14/68 of the N.A. A. 

C. P. , where the boycott of the Memphis School System slporing support for 

the Sanitation Strike was proposed for I ebruary 15,1968. I I/  

MAYOR HENRY LOEB, met with CHARLES BLACKBURN, Director 

of Public Works, and FRANK C. HOLLOMAN, Fire and Police Director, and 

then ordered the hiring of new employees to replace the strikers. The Police 

Department would furnish escort for the Garbage Trucks. 

F ebruary 15,1968. 

February 15,1968 a Sanitation work was attacked and had most of his 

clothing torn off him as he was golne to work. Another garbage truck driver 

was attacked and cursed by a man carrying a pistol. And threats were made 

that an incident might occur on February 16,1968 at the Bellevue Dump, where 

strikers were alleged to have said they were not going to let a "damned truck 

out." 18) 

At the Union Ball on 1 irestone, February 1.5,1968 the shikers were 

addressed by 0. W. PICKETT, local Negro real-estate man and politician, who 

stated that they planned to bring 150,000 people to the City, and that the Police 

would then be so busy watching them, they would not be able to guard the gar-

bage truces. CORNELIA CRENSHAR spoke again, as well as P. J. CIAMPA, 

who reported that the Garbage Strike had made National News. WILLIAM LUCY, 

another Union representative stated that they were beimg supported by the Unions 

in Detroit. And the REV. EZEKIEL BELL spoke again stating: "I am not advo-

cating violence, but if someone hits me with a brick, I will hit back." He further 

talked of the Negro cause, and injustices over the years, and made the state-

ment: 'By next week there will be no children in the schools, but they will be 

marching in support of the Sanitation Strike." 19) 
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1-ebrua, i;),1966  

ebruary 14,1966 an order had been put out, effective _Feb-

ruary i5,1968, that there would be no days off jor the Uniform Division of 

the Memphis Police Department. This included Traffic as well as Ward 

Ca--s and Commanding Officers. 20) 

On February 16,1968 eight Sanitation workers still working were 

threatened and harassed. 21)  

In an article in the Press Scimitar, 2/16/64i REV. LZERIEL BELL 

well ;mown in the City for his militant stand, is quoted as sayinw: ' If he( Mayor 

Loeb) wants to play rough, we know how to play rough too. ' 

In this same article Mayor Loeb's telegram to P.J. CL4MPA was 

quoted, which read: "You are encouraging the men in the Sanitation Department 

to engage in illegal activities. . I will not meet until they have ceased their 

illegal work stoppage which is endangering the public health and welfare. When 

the men return to work I will sit down wyj) a representative committee and at-

tempt to solve any problems that exist. 

In an article in the Commercial Appeal of 2/10/6S MAXINE 5MIT11, 

Lsecutive Secretary of the NAACP, is reported to have sent a strongly worded 

resolution to the Mayor ire support of the demands of the Sanitation workers, 

and stated that if no action were taken that the NAACP would begin a se-ries of 

protests with an all night vigil 2/19/68. Other plans included marches and boy-

cotts of unnamed merchants, and thousands of telephone calls to tie up City 

Fire and Police lines. 24)  

Al the meeting at the Union Hall on Firestone approximately 900 

Sanitation strikers and sympathisers were addressed by JESSE EPPS, P.J. 

CIAMPA, T. 0.JONES, TOMMY PpWELL, and WILLIAM LUCYwho reported 

on their meeting with the City Council, and stated that the method of dues check 

off was the big issue now. CORNELL% CRENSHAW got up at this time and stat-

ea that there were members in the audience( referring to intelligence sources) 

who were not one of them but spying for their enemies. REV. EZEKIEL BELL, 

SORE and staled that on Monday February 19,1966 the y would be joined in their 

marches by friends from outside the County. REV. SAMUEL B. KYLES, then 

talked and outlined the NAACP plans, stating that the more fearless ones would 

lay in front of the garbage trucks to keep them from moving. He also stated 

they had many more plans such as using their telephones. ‘'5I 
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February 17, 196S 
• • 3 

On February 17,1968. a Sanitation Truck was fired on with a pistol 

by someone in a passing car. No one was hurt. 26)  Three sanitation workers 

were threatened that If they continued to work their houses would be burned 

down by the NAACP. 47)  Information received was that word had been spread 

among the striking Sanitation uorkers, that they were to make those who con-

tinued to work sorry they did so. 28) A crowd of 100 to 125 teenagers was dis-

persed near the Driver Street Sub-Station on February 17,1968. 29)  

At the Sanitation Striker's meeting at Union Hall on Firestone, 300 

strikers were addressed by ELDER PA TTERSON, REV. CHAMBERS, P. J. 

CLUIPA, WILLIAM LUCY, JIMMY SHEPHERD, Chairman of the Retailers' 

Union, MR. AUGUSTINE, President of the Local Teamster's Union, 0, W. PICKETT 

and the REV. EZEKIEL BELL, who un this date stated, "People are saying this 

is a racial issue, and it is. "Ile said, " I don't like black rats, and I don't like 

white rats. If you go back to work, you are rats. If they hire any white men, 

they are whits rats. If they hire any black men they are black rats. I hate rats. " 

GERALD FANION was also present at this meeting as well as CORNELIA CREN-

SHAW. 30) 

February 18,1968 

On February 1.6,1968 there were two fires started in GarbagcTrucks 

in East Memphis. Both were handled by the Mensphis Fire Department.'w 

MAYOR LOEB and leaders of the City Striking Sanitation workers 

traded proposals during a face to face confrontation 6s a meeting called by the 

Memphis Minister's Association at St. Mary's Cathedral. JERRY WURF, presi-

dent of the American Federation of State, County di Municipal Employees(AFSCME) 

joined the 10 hour session after midnight. MAYOR LOEB suggested a cooling off 

period in the strike, and promised to stop hiring any new employees if the Union 

would promise to refrain from any violence during the breathing spell. 32) 

February 19,1968. 

Approximately 1800 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers gathered 

at the Uniou rRall on Firestone to meet with JERRY WURF, International Preside: t 

of AFSCME, who presented T. 0. JONES with a check in the amount of $5,000.00 

from the Union to the Garbage Strike in Memphis. T. 0.JONES in turn presented 

the check to Chairman WILLIAM LUCY. Present at this meeting were: REV. TUR-

NER, JESSE EPPS, P.J.CLAMPA, EZEKIEL BELL, REV. EDWARD BROWN, 

pastor of Mt. Pisgah Church, and President of the Church Committee of the NAACP, 

CORNELIA CRENSLOW, REV. JORDAN, JAMES PAISLEY1  ynd JAMES BLAIR. 

No new plans or strategies were revealed at this meeting. 
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ebruary 20,1.968  

An all night vigil planned by the Memphis Ministerial Association 
began app)oximately o:301'114 2/19/b8 with approximately 35 person.3 led by 

DoUGLAS 110wAtili of MSU who had been active in the Anti-Viet Nam 
Demonstlatious in 1907, and wig; is a ,.Hawn member of the 1y. E. B. DuBois 
C11406 , marched in front of City Hall on the sidewalk. carpying signs which 
react; "lir shall Overcome'', "Waits also waited too late.", "Jobs„lubs,Jobs. 
etc. 11 apdea/ed that periodically through out the night replacements were 
coming in to keep the march going. Al 3AM there were only 11 Male Negroes 
still marching. The vigil concluded at 6AM. P. J. C1AMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, 
TAYLOR BLAIR, and JAMES PAISLEY , along with J ERR Y  ii/UR 1,', T. 0.JUN ES, 
and PETE PARKER were observed in the vigil at 1u:10 FM on February 19, 
1968. Throughout this vigil the participants were orderly and there were no 
Widen's. 34,  

On February 20, 1968, Leaders of striking sanitation workers called 
jar an economic boycott, as teas sponsored by the Memphis Minister's Assn. 
continued without fesults. Daily marches from Clayborn Temple AME Church 
to City Hall and Lacs again, commenced. 30  

On February 20, 1968 the AAA CP staged a demonstration in front of 
Mayor Loeb's home, at 365 Colonial. This involved approximately 2 young 
male whites, and female whites, and approximately 7 young male and female 
negroes. 36  

On February 20,1968 a business where garbage had been collected 
was threatened, and also on this date, the family of Asst. City Atty. Art Shea 
was threatened. 37) 

At the meeting of the Sanitation Strikers at the Union Hall on February 
20,1968 they were addressed by BAXTON BRYANT of the Tennessee Council on 
Human Relations silo stated that the Council's interest was in the poor. JAMES 
BAYLOR BLAIR, JAMES PAISLEY, P. J. CIAMPA and T. O. JONES all called 
for striizers tout the squeeze on those going bac to work. They were address-
ed as well by the REV. HENRY LOGAN STARE, and CUL. GEORGE ',+. LEE, 
whu stated: 'There will be no peace until the Iron Curtain is removed from Russia. 
the Bamboo Curtain from China, and the Jim Crowisrn from the UnitedStates." 
He was followed by REV. PATTERSON, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, and the REV. 
ULEKIEL BELL, who said the vigil on the night of the 20M would be in front of 
MAYOR LOEB'S house, stating, ' We want to hurt him, "and called for a boycott 
Loeb's Barbecue"s. He further staled that 11w white Ministers had been engulf-
ed by the White Power Structure of this Country, and continued, "so all you have 
left is Black Ministers from their pulpits telling the truth." He re-iterated, 
"I don't advocate violence, but if one of those wine-head scabs comes in my 
back yard and picks up my garbage, I am going to kick the hell out of him. "Be 
was followed by the REV. EDWARD CURRY, with the Job Corps of WOPC. No 
new plans or strategies were discussed at Mis meeting. 38) 
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I' ruari, 21,196.0 

Irpormation leas received i ebruary 21, 196:3 that there would be a 
vigil in front.* Mayor L.oeb's home an this elite. However this vigil never 
too,. place anti nothing unusual occurred. -19)  

Al the Union Hall on Firestone appeakimately .950 ..;teikers were 
present and they were addresi.ed by !LE V. 'el/ALAI:1i, 1. u. ..R.a‘ 
JERRY t.41.1R1, 	P(.htkLL, LZEILILL BLLL, JE.sSE EPPS, Ce.RIVELLA 
CRE.N.SRA.V, U. IV. ■ •ICA.LFT, and CIL-IR LLS .11iAlutIR, bat most Of the discuss- 
ion was centered arJund rnelawis for sanitation wor,:ers 	strike to ,.;et jinancial 
relief. 101 

,February 22,19(.8. 

A City Council Committee studying the City's position in the Sanitation 
Stioilibreigreed to recommena recognition of the Union, and a dues checkoff. 41) 

In the Press Scimitar 0.1 f ebruary 22,19ed, staff writer, Charles A. 
Brown, reports that at the City Council Meeting (a Committee meeting) Council-
man Lewis 11001e1S0ii stated that he thought the Council aid authority to pass an 
ordinance establishing general policies and methods by which workers (teal with 
the City , if it wanted to pass such a measure. Donelson is further quoted as 
pointing out to the Union (;Medals that this meeting was not an official session 
of the Council, and that no such ordinance could be passed at that lime. Council-
man Netters , urged that the Council be given time to consider the natter, saying, 
"$Ve can try to give you the things you are asiring, for." There were at this time 
approximately 1000 Sanitation strikers and sympathisers in the City Council Cham- 
bers at City Hall. 	U. L. L VERS, militant Negro Political Leader addressed the 
crowd following the adjournment, lie repeatedly urged the craws to stay in the 
Council Chambers "until the Council recognizes the Union, and recognizes that 
they can over rule the Major. " Lie further stated, "If they want to take sore one to 
Jail, they can take all of us. e 42) 

Un ebruary 22,1960 a ii fira Car Lieutenant repartee that garbage was 
being dumped in the street In front of 734 walker. 4.-')  

Ai Union Rail art lirestone 1 ebruary 22,1.9e'4, there were approx. 9.5c, 
strikers acre strike sympatnisers present who were addressed by Rev. ISALKLR, 
T U.JUALS, 	CIAMPA, JF RftY IeURF , TUMMY PUS ELL, RL V. LZEKILL 
BELL, J.ESSIE EPPS, CuRNELIA CRLASALAil , 	PICiaLTT and CHARLES 
ARMUCR, and Inc move was made to assemble in the City Council Chambers at 
1PM and stay there until the City Council arrived at some decision. By 1PM the 
City Council Chambers were filled, and after Cuuncil Members recessed(The City 
Strike CommUtee) it was suggested that they go to the South Ball of the Auditorium 
but this suggestion was overruled and they stated that they were going to stay there 
until they got some consideration. This was joilaved by a number of speeches by 
JESSE EPPS, U. Z. EVERS, JAMES MORRIS LA WSOIS JR. , and JERRY till./RE. 
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zoruary 22,196.9  (continuea) 

The City Council Litriiee Committee returned to the Council Chambers at 
4:4oPM and reported that the Strikers' demands had been approved by the 
Committee with a vote at two with one abttairting(Mr. Lewis lanicison) after 
which .TERRY WURF , International President of the American J.' aderation 
of .;tuts, County & Municipal bmployees (riFSCAiE) thanked the Committee 
jar their support and the Committee meeting was aajaurned.")  

However, earlier in the meeting, sandwich meat and bread and a 
huge coffee urn lizd been brought to the City Council Chambers at approx. 
3Pilif and the Rev. Ezekiel Bell had called his church asking that they bring 
300 or 400 sandwiches. stating over Inc telepnone tpq they nod decided to 
stay at City Hall three or four days if necessary. b.f  

At one time the REV. EZEICIEL BELL stated they would stay there 
as long as 40 days if necessary. He also called VASCO SMITH asking him 
to come down to speak, and to make arrangements for lawyers in case the 
people gel foolish. However.  after COUNCILMAN DAVIS adjourned the meet-
ing by slating by stating they would meet toith the City Council at 2;30P414 
February 23,1968 in the South Hall of the Auditorium where a vote uvula be 
taken by the Council as to wnether or not the recommendations of the Com-
mittee would be accepted, the Council Chambers were clared and all of 
the picnic equipment removed at approximately 6PM. 46)e 

However, when JESSE TURNER, President of the Local N.A.A. C. P. , 
left the meeting begtre the Committee decision it was reported that he had 
gone to advise all the strikers and strike sympathisers to bring their garbage 
to the front steps of City Hall. He was in the company of an unidentified white 
man at the time he is said to have arriveti at this decision. 47) 
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I• ebruary 23,1968 

On ebruary 23,1968 a threat was received bs REFUSE ALMOVAL 
YSTEMS INC. The callersiadvised this company that they had better get out 

of the garbage business. 1  Bomb threats fere reported both at Mayor Loeb's 
home and at City Hall on f ebrtgiry 23,1960, 9)  and a Men's clothing store at 
144 N.Avalon was threatened,'" and there were rumors of a possible disturb-
ance at Owens College between John B. Smith and his militant Invaders, and Inc 
College Administration. furthermore a March and Demonstration sponsored 
by the N.A. A. C. P. was to pfc led from Clayborn Temple to City Hall and back 
at approximately 12 Noon.'" 

At the Union Hall on t irestune on the morning of f ebruary 23,1958 
approximately 61)0 strikers and strike sympathisers were addressed by T. 0. JONES 
who announced that they were to meet with the City Council in the South Hall of 
the Auditorium at 2PM, and he slated he wanted them all to be there, and for 
them to call their friends as they wanted to pack the place. He further stated, 
"We are going to this meeting in a peaceful manner. We don't want to give the 
Police no excuse to arrest us. So ij you have been drinking, please don't come 
down. You know drinking has a way to make us cut up." 52) 

T. O. JONES was followed by P.J. CIAMPA, who introduced MR.JERRY 
WUR1 , who read an editorial in the morning paper, showing in the cartoon a 
picture of a Negro Man sitting on a Garbage Can. WURIF said, "The papers 
are still against us." Then he reported that the Council Committee had recom-
mended the Union proposals and announced that thek,riecommendations would 
be presented to the City Council for a vote this date, "1  

TOMMY POWELL, AFL-CIO, then spoke saying that the proposal was 
a good one, and that he hoped for its success, but he too made an issue of the 
editorial in the Commercial Appeal of that date. lie too, said, "We want Mr. 
Loeb to know that we are not coming down there for violence. We are coming 
in a peaceful manner, but determined." 54) 

U. W. PICKETT then spoke and was followed by CORNELLA CRENSBA 4i , 
who said she had met that morning with COUNCILMAN J.)0. PATTERSON, and 
that she understood that the proposal made yesterday had been changed ana that 
she did not think they were going to like it. She said. " You see men, the City 
Council does things behind your back. 56)  

P.J. CL4MPA then introduced a MR. ROSS who was the Executive Sec-
retary of the AFL-CIO, who substantiated CORNELL4 CRENSHAW'S remarks. 
He further said, " It is about time for this City to realize that we are tired of 
being kicked around like dogs. We want more money and better working con-
ditions." 

The REV. ElEXML BELL then came to the speaker's stand with a 
sleeping bag, and said, "Men, I am tired of this thing. They invited us down 
yesterday We didn't want to come, and then they wanted to put us out. I say to 
you, ij they don't approve our proposal, we ought to stay. Not move. Stay. "56) 



wiry ZJ,I.:; ,,o(Culabluecl) 

T. (..). JONES closed the meeting by re-iterating again, that they 
wanted peace and no trouble at the meeting at 2PM. lie stated again that if 
they had been drinking for them not to come. 54/  

Early on the morning of f ebruary 23,1968, Director frank C. Iloilo-
man, Chief J. C. Macdonald, and Capt. J. G. Ray and Lt. E. B. Arkin of the Intelli-
gence unit had gone to the Auditorium and with the manager of the Auditorium per-
sonally examined the exits and entrances with a view toward planning a security 
pattern in the event a disorder should occur in the building following the Council 
Meeting. 

Prior to the arrival of the Councilmen, and the Strikers and Strike 
Sympathisers, Capt. J. G. Ray and Lt. E. li.Arkin positioned themselves In the 
old pgsjection booth at the top of the Auditorium, with Walkie Talkie Communica-
tions with Headquarters, a tape recorder and binoculars where they could observe 
the crowd. Inspector Sam Evans, Capt. John Molnar, Capt. Glenn Moore and 
members of the Emergency Squad were detailed to the auditorium during the 
Council Session, and were directed by Director Holloman, to use extreme restraint 
during the meeting and to do nothing to provoke an incident, asi)all reports are 
that their conduct In the auaitorium was highly commendable. 

At 1;45PM February 23,1968 the Memphis City Council assembled 
in the South Ball of the Auditorium, where a group of tables had been placed to-
gether on the stage. Approximately 1000 strikers and strike sympathisers had 
assembled in the auditorium proper. Chairman of the City Council , Downing 
Pryor then read the following proposal. 

lehereas on February 22,1968, the Committee on Public Works of 
the City Council held a hearingand made certain recommendations relative to 
requests of the striking employees of the Department of Sanitation and 

Wherea the City Council has fully eonsidered same, Be it therefore 
resolved that the Council recommends,. thee: 

1. The right of employees of the Department of Sanitation to form 
and join a Union be recognized. 

2. Their right to elect Union officials of their choosing be recognized. 

Their right to select representatives to negotiate far them, and on 
their behalf be recognized. 

4. These employ ees be included In Civil Service. 

5. Provisions for fair promotions be provided. 

6. Fair hospitalization, adequate 141e Insurance coverage, and a 
uniform pension plan be afforded. 

7. A fair sick leave and a uniform vacation plan be established. 
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k ebivary 2.i, 15+u8 (continued)  

8. A meaningful grievance procedure with the right of union re-

presentation at all steps be established. 

9. A wage increase btu eflicnYittestist thenearlbrst possible date. 

Whereas the Council finds that the Mayo,-  has agreed to these re-

commendations. Be it further resolved that the Council recognizes that the 

Mayor has the sole authority to act in behalf of the City as its spokesman in 

the current matters involving the Sanitation Department. 

Be it further resolved that with these assurances the Council urges 

the employees of the Department of Sanitation to return to their jobs and allow 

that dr representatives to complete the negotiations in this matter. 59)  

rhis caused much controversy from the audience. As Chairman of 

the Council, Downing Pryor, was adjourning the meeting, T. 0. JONES and 

JESSE EPPS hollered from the audience that they wanted to be heard. At this 

time Mr. Pryor advised them that this was a Council eeting and not a Public 

hearing and adjourned the meeting at this time. &0) 

At this time T. U. Jones hollered out, "Give us the mike" and start-

ed walking up on the stage asking for the microphone, but the power had been 

turned off on the microphones at this time by the Auditorium authorities at the 

request of Downing Pryor. A few remarks were made by the is REV.JAMES MORRIS 

LAWSON JR, and some of the other ministers at this time to the effect, "If they 

don't give us the microphone then we will take one. " They were joined by the 

Union leaders in their demand for the microphone. 61) 

T,O.JONES then said, "You see what promises are. They have lied 

to us again." He further stated, " the/proposal was not the one that had been 

agreed upon the day before, and said, "you can see the Councilmen are with the 

Mayor. They wont even give us a microphone so that our president can talk to 

us." 62) 
At this time VASCO SMITH came to the podium with the editorial 

page of the Commercial Appeal in his hand stating, "I want you to see this picture. 

Here they got a black man on top of a garbage can. They say we are stinking black 

folks. What are we going to do about this paper." The answer from the audience 

was "Boycott the paper! " 63)  

JERRY WURF, International President of the American Federation of 

State, County, Municipal Employees (AFSCAll E) came to the podium and backed up 

VASCO SMITH'S statement stating: " You see the white folks in this town don't 

like you because you are black." "This picture proves what I am saying." He then 

went on to say that the proposa ewlied on by the Council was not the one they 

had agreed on the day before, satin added, "We are not going to accept no fi (5) five 

cent an hour raise. " 64/ 
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cbruary 23, 1.964continued)  

harassed ana cursed from the beginning of the Ma,-ch. 71) 

The tine of the Police Squad Cars were ordered to drive bumper 
to bumper to the Last of the Marchers, in an attemkt to ,reefs them Jour abreast. 
According to the Statement of Pamn .Jimmy Carol Kellum, who was riding in 
one of these cars, between Jefferson and Court there was a line of officers 
marching between the Squad Cars and the marchers, but the behavior of the 
marchers became so unruly, it was necessary for these policemen to drop 
back and let the strikerS move closer to the the center line. The marching 
Policemen then formed on the East the Squad Cars placing the Squad Cars 
between them and the marchers. 14  

Radio tapes reflect tIrit at 3;41PM the men were ordered to take their 
gas masks off, and re-inforcements were asked for the intersection of Main and 
Jefferson and at 3;45PM the cars were ordered to drive bumper to bumper and 
hold the maw hers to the curb. At this fame time Motorcycles were ordered 
to stop Northbound Traffic at Main and Jefferson. (3)  

As the marchers arrived at Main and Court radio tapes reflect they 
were marching 6 and 10 abreast, with their arms locked. At this time the order 
came out that sirens were not to be used. At 3;55PM radio tapes reflect that 
the marchers were drying to start arguments with the police, 91( the Police 
were ordered to ignore them., and to keep the march moving. 

As the marchers got to Gayoso on South Main in front of Goldsmiths 
Department Store an eye witness relates the following.: "On Main just South of 
Gayoso the march had stopped and the »archers became very loud and started 
cursing the Police who were riding with the emergency and regular squad cars 
parallel to the line of marchers. At this time I had stopped the car I was driving 
and was standing outside the car approximately 10 it from the front of the march 
observing T, 0. JONES and the Male Negro in the green sweater. T. 0. JONES 

then walked to a black squad car, motioning and hollering though I did not hear 
the words he used, but I heard him and saw the gestures lie was making. I then 
heard a cry from the Male Colored in the green sweater to turn the squad car 
over. At this point I moved up closer to this particular Squad car, and I saw 
T. 0. JoNES MOVE IN FRONT of the Squad Car In order to make it stop. And 
then he hollered, ' Yeah, tip it over." and to this reply JOHN ICEARNEY(the 
man in the green sweater) motioned for the rest of the marchers behind him to 
help him tip the Squad Car over. And at this point approximately 15 or 20 other 
marchers placed their hands on the right side of the car and began to rock it. 
The car was occuppled by six(6) Uniform officers. And at one point the car was 
tipped on its left side approximately at the rims and the lower panelling, and 
I thought it was going over. Capt. Glenn Moore called for other officers to as-
sist him with their shoulders and hands to prevent the car from being turned 
over." 75) 
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February 23,I94;8(continued) 

Radio tapes reflect that this incident occurred at 3;56PM. At 

3;67PM the men were ordered to get their gas masks on and to come in. At 

3;58PM Inspector Sam Evans reported on radio that he heard glass breaking 

in Goldsmiths. However there were no windows broken, as Goldsmiths are 

equipped with new riot proof glass and though the windows move when pressure 

is applied they do not break., but give off a sound as if glass were breaking. 76)  

An order was then given by Asst.  Chief U. T. Bartholomew to disperse 

the crowd, North and South of the incident. Chemical Mace was used, and proved 
very effective, and seven arrests were made. Police on foot were provided with 
gas masks and riot sticks. The cro wd was dispersed in a matter of minutes, with 
a minimum use of force. A portion of the marchers reformed South of the scene 
and continued on to_cktyborn Temple. 77) At 4:10PM the crowd was reported to 
be assehrr control. TN 

This police action became controversial and km was considerable re-
action to it in the National press. 99). A complaint was registered with the Internal 

Security Bureau of the Memphis Po lice Department by Jacques Wilmore, the then 
Southern Regional Director of the U. S. Civil Rights Commission, who was in the 

march along with BAXTON BRYANT of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, 

BOBBY DOCTOR, and other members of MR. WILMORE'S staff, dm were Maced 

at this time. 80) 

In the Commercial Appeal of February 24, L968, Staff writer, Joseph 
Sweet, quotes Mayor Loeb as stating: " Barents of today demonstrate that Memphis 

will not tolerate Civil Disorder and with the continuing support of all the people of 
this City to whom I am moat grateful for their expression of confidence, order Kill 
be maintataed. " 81) 

On the night of February 23,1968 Director of Fire and Police, Frank 
C. Holleman, met in the ROOM of Barton Bryant, Executive Director of the Tennessee 

Copascil on Human .Rirlations, at Hotel Peabody with the Following members of the 
local Negro Community: REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JESSE TURNER, Local Pres. 

of the NAACP; GERALD FANION, and JACQUES WILMORE, Southern. Regional Direct-

or of the Office of the U.S. Civil Rights Commisition, and two other members of his 

staff BOBBY DOCTOR, and ROSETTA MILLER. At this meeting BAXTON BRYANT, 

and the others complained of the indiscriminate use of Mace in front of Goldsmith's 

Department Store, and of the alleged excessive force used in the arrest of JOSEPH 
Male Negro, who was one of the Male Negroes who along with T. 0. JONES 

President of Local 1733, AFSCME, had attempted to overturn a Squad Car in front 
of Goldsmith's Department Store. 

Director Holloman at this time pointed out to them that there was no 

evidence of the use of excessive force as JOSEPH KEARNEY ( who was easily 
Identified because of the green sweater he was wearing) had resisted arrest, and 

attempted to use a knife on the officers, which knife had been eboefiscated at the 
scene and was being held as evidence in this case, Director Holloman further ad-

vised them that the use of MA1TE at this time had not bean indiscriminate, but used 
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ebrua 0,  23, 19(8(conlinuerl) 

only after attempts to break the glasses at Goldsmiths had been observed, 
and in the contidered opinion of the officers at the smite a disorder existed 
and therefore had to be brought wider control. 82) 

To summarise the events of February 23,1968 and evaluate them 
though there had been previous near riots in Memphis in the summer of 1967, 
February 23,1968 represents the first time when the Memphis Police Department 
was confronted and attacked by a large and unruly crowd. They re-acted cooly 
and efficiently, prevented a serious tragedy from occurring, arrested seven of 
the offenders, and dispersed the crowd by using Mace in a matter of minutes 
without any excessive force having to be used against the Demonstrators in the 
March. 11 was a major test for the Department, and the men of the Department 
met U with much credit to themselves, and the Department. 

• • • • • • • • 

_19'_ 



L 
1  e brae.. y tl, Lib,(.)alurdup 

Harassment of businesses erne Fundatisni increasea 	ebruary 
196.:. with 7 incidents being reported. ' 31  I urthermore garbage was thrown in 
the street in Inc area around Pourth ana Chelsea.") and one person was 
assaulted in a harlem house in a discussion of the Janitation Striiee. 4'

,
5)  

Information had been received that our informers had been tiolicea at 
the meetings at the Union Hall and had been threatened with bodily harm, and 
for this reason new observers were sent to Union Hall un this dale. tine of these 
Louis .63fchay, Male Negro, while in the Union Hall on 1- irestone, where there 

. were approAlmately 500 Sanitation i,Vorkers and Symputhkers assembled was 
spotted as being a Memphis Police ivjicer, and grabbed as he attempted to leave. 
tie was disarmed of his weapon, and a canister of Mace he had on his person, 
after he had taken several blows in a struggle with Union men. At this time 
CORNELIA CRENSHAtt left the platform and advised the men holuing PlImn. 
McKay not to hurt him because that is what they wanted, "downtown'. Re was 
then dragged to the platform where he was met by TAYLOR BLAIT?, White Male, 
Public Relations man for the Electrical Workers Union, who kept saying in a 
loud voice that McKay was, 'a dirty black son of a bitch" and that he had sold 
his race out. After being publicly harassed McKay was finally released and turn-
ed over to a Uniform Lieutenant outside the building, who brought him to Ilqad-
quarters, and later to John &Aston Hospital, as he had been manhandled. S6 

At 0PM the same evening approximately 600 people assembled at Mason 
Temple. They were in a highly emotional condition, ana there was much talk of 
tearing the City apart, and of bringing in STOKELEY CARMICHAEL. CUR.NELIA 
CRENSHAW spoke up jar boycotting the newspapers and Main Street stores. In 
addition to her REV. LEROY DONSON, REV. HENRY LOGAN STARKS, and MR. 
ROSS, Executive Secretary of the AFL-Clo spoke to the group. The REV. itANIVE 
WHALUM spoke at this time and said this was not a race issue, but a Human Right 
issue, and went on to say that it was hard to control the issue when there were so 
many factions trying to turn it to their own , interest. MRS. THOMAS MATTIliskVS 
was present at this meeting and talked to one of the informers stating that she woul 
be glad when STURELEY CARMICHAEL arrived, stating that he had been called 
and would be here in a couple of days. At this time the REV. JAMES MORRIS 
LAWSCAN Jr. got up and stated, ' we are here to discuss very serious business 
which will determine the fate of this City. ' Be was told then that men from the 
News Media were in the Church, and he answered, 'AU right then, some of you 
rough men, we want them, out of here. I know there are no dolicernen here—they 
should have learned their lesson at Union Hall today. Then someone said, 
' There are one or two here now. , and the REV LAWSON said, ' I still want you 
to leave and you men know bow to do it. Just remove them. At this time the 
informers left Me meeting. 37)  

It:Mr/41 y 2-1,196Z,, City ojicials went into Chancery Court and obtained 
a broad injunction against the strike from Chancellor Robert Roffman which gave 
the City the right to seek Contempt of Court citations wainst any leader of the 
Union who engaged in marches orother demonstrations and also prohibited the 
strike itself. ti'w 
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kebruary 25,1%6 (.)undap 

cm l ebruary 26,196d, one Sanitation Employee had his home vandal-

ized, 89)  and injormallon was received that two Black Muslims _Irani out of town 

hazi come to Memphis armed, jar the purpose oi assassinatine, Mayor lienry 

Loeb. This was cnecked out, but the Black Muslims were not located. 7  

k ebruary 20,196.45 61,1ondui9  

lebruary 26,1968 there was a bomb threat to a Loeb's Laundry, and 

another threat received by a female white citizen. 92)  lurther, there were rumors 

abroad that Mayor Loeb's home would be burnrd and that Lowensteins and Gold-

smith's Department Stores would be burned. 

There were two marches on 1•ebruary 2o,1968. The Press 'scimitar of 

that date reports on the morning march in which approximately 130 persons were 

involved under the caption ;op  Urderly March triads by Strike Sympathisers. 

These persons carried placards with the captions: ' Dignity and Decency for our 

Sanitation Workers", " Keep Your Money in Your Pocket. ' and " Jim Crow must 

go. '• This march was monitored by a Police Helicopter which gave frequent 

reports as to the size and mood of the march. The afternoon march started at 

3;46PM and had approximately 150 marchers. According to Buxton Bryant, Execu-

tive Director, of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, the marches were 

to continue for the remainder of the week of 1. ebruary 26 - March 2, 1908. Barton 

Bryant had been overheard on February 24,1968 by Inspector A. C. Swann of the 

Memphis Police Department making the remark, "We have got to mane this a 

racial incident if we are to succeed." 95) 

On the evening of February 26,1968 there was a meeting of the Ministers' 

Association at Clayborn Temple. REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, Associate Pastor 

of Clayborn Temple. noting JOHN B. SMITH, a well known Negro Militant and ac-

tivist in the meeting called on him to speak, at which time JOHN B. SMITH made 

a fiery speech, stating, "We should scatter garbage all over City Hall. ' He further 

stated that prayer teas no longer any good. We have to get out and beat the ithile 

Power Structure:" REV. HENRY ,LOGAN STARKS, pastor of St. James. A. M. E. 

Church and President of the Minister's Association took exception to JOHN B. SMIT 

speech, staling that people had the right to talk, but not to violence. JOHN B. SMIT1 

is alleged to have retorted to this remark: ' You do the praying and we'll au the 

rest. ' 96)  

lelrruary 21,196o (Tuesday) 

There was one instance of Malicious Mischief reported on February 

27,1968, and one trash fire started. Mere was a fire at 392 Carpenter, and runtors 

were abroad, that the Sanitation workers were planning to burn down the houses 

of the scabs who were picking up hi garbage, and that MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, 

STO1tELEY CARMICHAEL and other black Militants were to arrive in Memphis 

on February 28,1968. 97)  
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LcA: 	 conlinucti,P  

,sproximately 300 Strike Sympathisers mu, chea to City flail cm 
2/2 -1/6,s, and when they arrived at the City Council Ciumbei s, only 10 seats 
were left, which they jilted, and the rest of then. remained in the 1 oyer at 
City Ball. Council Chairman DowNIX PEYOH staled That the Council would 
conduct its regular business and that MI?. JERK Y WURE wont& be given 30 to  
minutes enter they finished their business to 0o over Ine Union issues again. 

Chancellor Roffman had all of the 23 aejenuants in the Injunction 
hearing ordered to his Court for violation of Mc Injunction, and at 3:30PM Sheriff 's 
deputies served these citations, and those in violation went to Judge Lioffman/'s 
Court, but Chairman Pryor promised that the9 uncil would remain in session 
so that they could return and air their views. 

• !Voted at the City Council Meeting this date were RhV.JAM ES MORRIS 
Lill*SON JR. MAXINE SMITH, REV. HENRY LOGAN STARA'S, BA.X TON 
BRYANT, WHITTIER SENGSTACKE JR. , and EDWARD HARRIS, photographers 
jar the Tri Slate Defenaer, JUDY DRAPER COULTER, long time Civil Rights 
activist, REV. DICK MoON,JUDGE BEN HOOKS, JIMMY SREPHARD, REV. 
H. RALPH JACKSON, REV. MALCOLMN BLACKBURN, JESSE TURNER, U. W. 
PICKLTT, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, O. Z. EVERS, REV. HAROLD MIDDLE-
BROOK, gERALD FANWN, REV. EZEKIEL BELL, REV. SAMUEL B. KYLE, 
AL VIN KING, MR. IIEI?SCHEL ILIBLEMAN, 0,1 O. L. O. , SAMUEL CARTER, 
REV. WILLIAM SMITE, REV, LOWE, the REV. T. C, LIGHTEUOT, REV. AT-
KINS, ROSETTA MILLER, and JACQUES WILMORE, Southern Regional Direct-
or of the U. S. Civil Rights Commission. The ministers were allowed 30 minutes 
to air their grievances. REV. WM. SMITH came to the platform and talked 
about the history of racial problems. REV. SAMUEL B. KYLES came to the 
platform and stated, we are surrounded by Police, who are really ready for 
us. They have them all tined up around us in Emergency Cars ready to gas us 
again. We came peacefully and this is the greeting we get. 	hose City Hall is 
this 	We are being treated line criminals . They won't even let us use the . 
rest rooms." Then the REV. BEAUCHAMP-snake saving that white men and 
negroes should get together and communicate. JUU) 

The REV. JAMES MORRIS LA W30111 JR . , then spoke saying that he 
wanted to talk about two kinds of sticas, one, the slick of the Police Officer 
which he used in his brutality against the black man, suppressing him in his 
progress for the past 30u years. The other stick utts that used by Me wiieets 
of the City Government wherein if the stick of Law Enforcement did not suppress 
the blacn man then the stick of the Legislative buoy did. He men stated that the 
group congregated was a peaceful group, but pointing to the Police he stated, 
it appears that we are surrounded b i• the Gestapo. He then maae reference 

to the Eebruary 23 incident inferring that the Police starlet" the disturbance. 
He said he had been gassed three times trying to stop Police Brutality. JERRY 
ikUl?I' then returned to the Council Chambers and went Otlf.'r the 9 issues on re-
cord, and mentioned that the dues checkoff aemaigiffri vy the Union was the crux 
of the matter. The meeting was then adjourned. 
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February 27,1968(Tuesday) continued. 

On the night of February 27,1968 a Mass meeting was held at 
St. Paul Baptist Church which was attended by 250 to 30(1 persons, where again 
the Rev SAMUEL R. KYLES, re-iterated his complaints of being surrounded 
by the Police, and treated like cows. He then maae the statement, 'This was 
a labor issue in the beginning, but it is a race issue now, and we are at war."  102) 

The Union heads were then introduced, and they were followed by 
the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN, Asesociate pastor of Clayborn Temple, C.M. E. 
Church. Re too spoke against the Polies, stating, "We are not violent. 'Ye come 
in peace. We want Justice." He turned then to the audience and said, " I know 
you are proud that you are black. I am proud that I am uh ite. Everyone should be 
proud of what they are." 103) 

The REV. SAMUEL KYLE concivaed the meeting by saying, " they 
put the Union leaders in Jail, the preachers will have to take over." a 
"4f they put Out preachers in Jail, then the members would come next. 1174 

February 28,1968(Wedmesdo19 

On February 28,1968 a cache of dynamite was found at 853 N. Dunlap, 
and suspciatiS cars were noted at the Democrat Road Sanitation Dump & Sub-
Station. Three.cas

°6) 
 es of vandalism were reported at 630 Chelsea; 863 N. Dunlap, 

and 2867 Yale . 1  

On February 28,1968 at 3PM the Local NAACP sponsored a march 
from Clayborn Temple to OttHall, returning down Main Street from City Ball 
to Clayborn Temple again.!v" 

On the night of February 28,1968 there was a Mass meeting at St. James 
A. M. E. Church at 600 North Fourth for the Sanitation Strikers which was attended 
by approximately 300 people, who were addressed by BISHOP HAMLIN, REV. ROWE, 
JERRY WUR1', P..j.CIAMPA, WILLIAM LUCY, JOSEPH BAISLEY, TAYLOR BLAIR, 
JESSE EPPS, T. 0. JONES, REV. RALP JACKSON, o. W. PICKETT, REV. E. L. 
BROWN, REV. E. C. LIGHTFOOT, REV. EZEKIEL BELL, REV. RER.RON, DICK 
MOON, VASCO SMITH, BISHOP J. 0. PATTERSON SR. , GERALD FANION, REV. 
SAMUEL B. KYLES, MRS. THOMAS MATTHEWS, and the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE-
BROOK, who repbrted that he had met Willi the young people that afternoon at Cen-
tenary Methodist Church, and had received their commiltment to support the Sani-
tation Strike, and that he would meet with the College Students an February 29, 
1968, and get their cornmidtments. 106) 

February 29,1968(Thursday) 

In the Commercial Appeal of February 29,1968, MAYOR HENRY LOEB 
reported that there were 317 men warming in the Sanitation Department, 108 of 
whom had never gone out on strike, and 62 workers who had returned to work, 
and 147 new men Idea had been employed since the strine. 109) 
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kebruury 291 1960 fThursdavJ continuea. 

In the Press ycimitar of 2/29/06 iliayor henry Loeb is reported to 

have presented an open letter to the :Sanitation Worleerc., re-iterating that a strike 

by Public employees was illegal, ono slating that we are a Nation governed by 

Law, and that as Mayor he had sworn to u;...̀.hola the Law. He further stated that 

as a pre-condition to any agreement, That the 	e must enci. 	Mese con- 

aitions were mei he promised to sel aawn ivith the enti)loyees or their fepresenta- 

lives anc work out any uijjerences that existed betacen 	I-1 

	

ort ebruary 29,I96& ouc 	 receizxd a Iiii3oatcning tele 

phone call. aaa one pai.rer boy was threatrnna in ti)lie Mall, -111.2 arta there was 

one case of vartaalism at 7:tit Firestone. 41' 

cist ebraar. 2.9,19od the ads also a Slaw i'aarch participated in by 

the students under the leadership r.# 1;42' Rev. ilarola Middlebrook, on Main Street, 

which lastea until the stores clew ea., WILA at ;./..3i.).-'41,1 27 male ana _female Acgro 

teenagers and one mule and female white teenager, marched from Clayborn Temple 

foltoteing 614 .,aerie route as the mass March until they got to Main Street, at which 

lime they picketted taese stores anMain street until (3(30.1)10 „focusing their atten- 

tion on 	 .1-e-rel Lowensteids, and Lowensteins Dapartment Stores, 

and some uf then, singing and chanting, ''donn buy from that store no more." 113) 

There  was a mass meeting at Mi...Eisgah CM:Arch at Park and iriarechal 

Neil on the night of fit bruary 29,19613. There were approximately 200 people at 

this meeting. Ministers and 	L Clei leaders aadressed the assembly. GERALD 

l'AlvIUIrl and a newt photographer from the Tri State Defender, 	JAMES 

were arrestea outside this meeting for Jaywalging by lux) traf fic officers, 

which createa a aisturoance and a reaction from i)ersoas such as MAXIAL SMITI1, 

Local &xecutive Director of the .P•AACP, and 13A.A...A.11.1 	 lieccutive Secre- 

tary of the Tennessee thiman netaticms Council, who were present. Almost immed-

iately following this arrest, members of the Internal Security Bureau initiated an 

investigation. 

The Investigation reflected-  that the arresting olj icers had used Poor 

Judgement ,and they were charged wit: lieglecl of 1.4ity ,and ors the following date, 

March 1,19t)8, Director Frank liollornan went to Divisiim III oj City Court at YAM 

before the lion. Judge Ray Churchill, and asked that both the charggs assists. Mle. 

61:11ALL 1 	and against t. R. 	 ; 	 disn. .ti cd us the 

Police licpartment etas h. error in this case. JUJC;1. Clillt ■ CIIILL then cliVhissed 

the charges. 114) 

Un February 29.196:1 Union altornies asked that the State Chancery Court 

Injunction against the strike leaders be removed to U.S. 01-51,- ft Court, because it 

violated their Constitutional Rights. 

bi an article in the Conitsityciat. Appeal oi ,i/b/ciit, captioned /4u to Day 

March Lverits, Shattered by sniper `s Bullet.  , 	Indicated that on 1,  k.bruar y 29,196 

the Police arrested persons who refused to leave the Council Chambers, after a 

meeting in uhich the Council again refused concessions in the strike, is apparently 

in error, as Police Department Records do not reflect that any arrests were made 

at City Han for this reason on this aate 	115) 
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/aria 	, 196/11.  4 yi,..-4.4)) 

eueral Jua,y,e liubert Adacilae :-euisea ;arisuictian pr the 

issued by Chancellor lioJj1san against the Union beaciers. The Press icitnitar 

of 	:e(g.irtcd Dial Judge Macltae stated that he had no )arisceiction in the 

Sanitation Striae case, and ordered it remanded 'Hach,  to Chancellor liotfinan's 

Court. Judge Wiwi-tete further stated, that in order Jur a case to be removed 

from Vale to leaeral Courts it must be shown that the qlaintilfs are bein,g denied 

a specijic 	 ri6h1 establishing racial equality. 110  

	

Increaac in :ension was noticeable on i12.arch 	Min cases 

of vahaalisn: repartee as ....ell as an attempted ArsOig at 7:13 Edith, jute' cases of 

threats and harassment to :icatilativra workers, ana a aistuelahec at jolly:Toot: 

and C::ietsea Q7-iented around the .5anitation :itrior4e,„ 110' as well as ruinors that 

S 	A TO./LEL Y CAR11,11CliALL and other SisiCC members ware comer,!; to Memphis. 118)  

There teas a march of 270 Striking Sanitation workers (It 3:20PM 

March 1,1914 from Clayborn Temple to City Hall, but it apes an orderly march 

and there were no incidents. 119/ 

March  2,06t-  (Saturday)  

On March 2,I.966, The F:-i-.5tate .Lelender , a meekly newspaper, 

circulated largely in the Negro Community in Memphis carried several articles 

on the incident invo.!ving the con:rcntation .:1; the Palter 	the ,!'archers on I. cb- 

ruary 23.1966 under such captions as: BEING 13.E.riri-.A by COPS, cr.dling Me 

Police .tenon of that date vicious attacks by racist Policemen Oii Bluer: Citizens 

and referring to this inciaent as one c Police 	 aaotLek article in 

This same iseue written by li,hitlier A....ieugstacke 	, and 

under the CaP:1014, NEGRO COMM UNITY, LA 	..1LWsrLAs L-t", 

WORICERS, They reported that Local Citizen, staged several n;arches daring 

the meek protesting Police Brutality, and their eyrntatleya ith the 'Sanitation 

Workers. This article p.trilter reported that a Blue Print fo!' bar.'iing the Sani-

tation workers glad been adopted by 150 tfl iaisters nit:di:; at altlason Temple 

auring the wee. 120  

sin the same dale, the M.F.A,PhLi U'! 	uno4her 	it. cenly 

,,abiialied u. Memphis carried similar articles miaer sucn captions au.:: 

OARBA Gis i1 Uii11/i.'ia BA TTLI, POLICti IN M EMPlit s. 12l) 

In the Commercial APpeal of March 2,19uo MA YOR 	Y LOLB 

is rerfurtcr to have net with tj Local Ministers on the stri!Je situation, and is 

said to have reported the meeting to be friendly and productive. 122)  

Uri Murca 	a cases of Vandalism werd reported, and .c; cases 

of threats and harassment to zanitation employees not on !tril;•,, t,„ There was as 

well a fire at bourth and Monroe believed to have been set by arsonists, and 

rumors of fires on Dunlap street which did not materialize. .123)  
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March 2,196(continuea)  

On March 2,1966, 13.5 Negro and White students were led in a 
march from Clayborn Temple to Main Street by the Rev. Henry Logan 
Starks, where they picketted various businesses until approximately 1PM 
when they returned to Clayborn Temple. 124)  

At 3PM, March 2,1968, 338 striking Sanitation workers marched 
from Clayborn Temple to City Ball and back between 3:30PM and 5PM. Both 
of these marches were orderly. 125) 

March 3,1968 (Sundt* 

Though March 3.1968 was a Sunday, Vandalism continued, b specific 
cases were reported along with a garbage barrel fire at 1440 Manager. 126)  

There was a meeting at the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, 
on the topic; The Reason Minority Groups Dislike the Police, at 9:30AM March 
3,1968. The Rev, Ezekiel Bell,  pastor, presided, and Del. E. E. Redditt of the 
Memphis% Police Departmentxard was present and attempted to explain police 
responsibilities and actions, but was asked such questions as, "How frequent-
ly are Police Officers psycho-analyzed," by obviously unfriendly persons at 
the meeting such as JUDY COULTER, FW, a long time Civil Rights worker. 
It was apparent that REV. EZEKIEL BELL, tolerated Del. Redditt, but was not 
unduly pleased about having him at the meeting. The meeting was attended by 
approximately 3 Male Whites, 12 Female Whites, and approximately 27 Male 
and Female Negroes, 127) 

There was a meeting March 2,1968 at the A.M. E. Church on West 
Shelby Drive in Shelby Comity, of Ministers and Strike sympathisers. One of 
the speakers at this meeting was ROSETTA MILLER, Field Representative of 
the U.S. Civil Rights Commission, who stated, that she had been called a femalt 
RAP BROWN, and a sister to STOKELEY CARMICHAEL, but she stated that 
she believed in Non-Violence but believed in Speaking up. Referring to a Chines 
Grocer, with whom the Negro cpizens in that area had been having trouble, as 
he was impolite to them, she stated: You black people better wake up and get 
together, just as the Sanitation Workers have brought Memphis together, it is 
going to take all of us uniting together to get the needed results, because the 
white man is not going to hand you anything, particularly on an individual basis. 
- -then referring back to the Chinese G=ocer, ' I am saying the Chinaman is goin 
to leave, if I have to do it myself. 128) 

REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON,JR. was also a speaker at this meetini  
the first reported in Shelby County, and spoke of the Minister's alliance, and 
asked persons at the meeting to boycott Downtown Stores, Loeb Enterprises, 
and the Commercial Appeal and Press Scimitar, and asked for total black in-
volvement. 1291  
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MARCH 4, 1968 (Monday) 

The Commercial Appeal of March 4,1968 ■ -eporlea that an 0 hour 

Gospel Singing was planned for that date at Mason Temple, 964 Mason, 

sponsor& by the Concerned Citisenh Committee jar Sanitation Workers and 

their families. 130  

(in March 4.1966 four cases of vandalism were reported two of 

whim were directed against Loeb Lnterprises, and between 7;3,31411.1 and 8;25PM 

between 7 and 17 pickets htichea in front of Use Loeb's Laundry at Lauder-

aale and Soutn Parkway. 

There were two marches an March 4,1966. At 3;45PM - 334 Sani-

tation Workers marched single file in an orderly fashion from Clayborn 

Temple to City Ball and back. This march was led by the Rev. H. Ralph 

Jackson, REV. BENRY LOGAN STARKS, and the REV. MALCOLM BLACK-

BURN. The second march involved 43 Male White and Male Negro teen-

agers, who marched on Main Street between 5;45PM and 7:30PM pickeiting 

various businesses. Only one incident is reported, that being the case of 

the picket on Main at Madison who threatened and cursed emelt! Negro cus-

tomers coming out of 't/algreens. No arrests were made. 1  .14 

un the night of March 4,19o8 at 7;3C)PM there was a mass meeting 

at the Eastern Star Church at 1334 Exchange. Ministers and Strike leaders 

addressed the group. Notable among the speakers were the REV. LZLKIEL 

.13.ELL, who stated, "You know I always say a lie is a lie. Memphis is going 

to be a better city to live in, or there wonn be  no Memphis ut all. There were 

cries from the audience at this time "S+e will burn it. to which the hEV. 

EZ.EKILL BELL retorted, ' 	can do that too. 	The REV. lik..NRY LOGAN 

STAlikS, head of the Negro Aiinister's alliance then spoke: ' The last time 

at the City Council Meeting they made a believer out of me. They lied to us 

the same as the Mayor aid. We are going to start marching tomorrow (March 

5,1968) at .1;30PM. We are going to this meeting. They arc not going to fool 

us oval of there anymore. Eye are going to stay until they uo something about 

our Sanitation problem. '• 133) 

IT b NOTABLL , that JOHN B. SMITH, notorious local black 

militant, and several of his Invaac)s were at this meeli.Q2. and !iassed out 	134)  

copies of Afro-American Brotherhood Speaks, (Blac.,. Thesis, Voi. 1, Nu. 7). 
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MARCH .5,1908 (Tuesday) 

The Commercial Apped of 3/5/68 carried a story under the 
caption: MAYOR WILEY OF PARLL1' PLAArm which reported that there was 
some talk of a Mediation Board to be formed jor the _5anitation .trike which was to 
be composed of one member of the City Government, one representative of Or-
gani.ied Labor and an Impartial Third Party. The purpose of the Board was to 
assist in Governmental Employee Relations. 135) 

The Press Scimitar of 3/5/b8 carried a story unuer the caption 
of: STRIKE CROWD ALERTS POLICE AT CITY HALL. This was the story of 
the arrest of 121 Strike Sympathisers when they refused to lave the City Council 
Chambers. The story went on to say that the Strike Dispute was back in Chan-
cery Court after a federal Judge had refused jar the second time to intervene. 
The story goes on to report that there were 200 Policemen in the building, and 
that the City Hall had been ringed wiin 100 Sheriff's Deputies, and states that 
the mass arrests capped the boisterous ending of the Council Sessions on that 
date. The meeting is reported to have been punctuated with angry outbursts, 
cheering, singing and at times profanity. 13(1)  

The rowdiness came at the end of a day that saw strike activity 
also going on in the Courts, in the Union Hall, and in the Streets. Those arrest-
ed voluntarily marched out of the Council Chambers two abreast finder Police 
escort, and between solid lines of Policemen, stretching .;rom City Hall to the 
Police Station. All arrested parties were booked on City and Stale Charges of 
Disorderly Conduct, trien released without bona about two hours later. 

The arrests followed an abrupt adjournment of the City Council 
in the midtlle of an emotional address by the REV. EZEKIEL BELL. The minister 
attacked the Council for a;ot supporting the Sanitation vVorkers. He is quoted as 
saying, ' I say you men have no backbone." He then shook his finger at the 
Councilmen and said, "And you are all going to hell. ' ..lt this point Councilman 
anelson grabbed the microphone and shouted, flushed and angrily, "Mr. Bell,Mr. 
Bell, we have listened to you patiently. Either you sbea,‘ to us with respect, or 
I will move for adjournment." To this the 	 retorteu, If I insult you 
by telling you tae truth, I can't help it. 1 aun't like rats. I don't like black rats. I 
don't use white rats." The Councilthen adjourned with much dissent from the 
audience. "V 

At this point Asst. Chief Henry Lux walked calmly to 	front 
of the room amid a Throng of milling Negro Ministers andxsrzid over a bull horn, 
"We don't want any trouble, and we don't anticipate any trouble. 4: you choose to 
slay you wia be in Violation of a City Ordinance and a State Law." Chief Lux 
then gave the group 30 minutes to leave. He repeated this order again in a calm 
voice. During the 30 minutes REV.JAMES MORRIS LA rVS ON began organizirtg 
the method in which the group would submit to arrest, with the crowd chanting, 
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AL-IR(.:11.1.,1..ela.4.114c-Jaay) cuntinuea. 

' - 14'e want jail. " Several Negro ministers ur ea those who did not wish to 

be arrested to leave, and many of them did. 14  

While the Sanitation viarrizers and Sympathise ,  's were marching 

across the Street to City Jail a group of pickets wuu hue ueen oulsiae the 

Council Chambers snarchea back to Clayborii Temple, where the militant 

young Negroes were haling a meeting. 139) 

un &arch 0,19:e9, one home of a sanitation wor,-..er was set afire 

at 1,564 Stand, idge by a Melotov cocktail type firebomb. 14°) 

hollowing this mass arrest Maxine Smith, Executive Director of 

the Local Chapter of the N. A. A. C. P. lodged a complaint with Director of 

fire and Police Frank C. Bo:Ionian, asking him to take action against Police-

men and Policewomen who humiliated the Negro women who were arrested. 

Mrs. Smith charged that Police officers called Negro women by the first names 

and even made her stana with men in a washroom used by men. 1411  

Mr. Bollonsan said the reason Mrs. Smith was called 'Marine" in-

stead of'Mrs. Smith '' was because she was booh ed as Maxine Smith in accord-

ance with generally accepted policy. "The policy of booking persons in the jail 

has always been to use the first, middle, and last names and not to include Mr. 

or Mrs. regardless of race, creed or economic position uj the prisoner. ' Be 

further added, ' Of the 119 arrests mace, we have received complaints from 

three arrestees. One complained that whim his property was returned to him, one 

slick of chewing gi4Pli was missing. Une staled a screw sues missing from her 

eyetx-glasses. The thira constitutes your complaint," he told Mrs. 3mith. He 

said, ' Bitterness an4.hate fur whaleve, reasuu will surely 'lever solve any 

problem regardless of its origin. 1 would enlist the coopelation of your organ-

ization to join in facing the future area working  with reason, temperance and 

good will to make ours a better society with equal opportunity for all.' 142) 

MARCH 6,1963 (Wednesday)  

On Inarclz 6,1965, Chancellor Buffinan held the seven top Sanita-

tion Union Leaders in Contempt of a Court Circler and gave each 10 days in Jail, 

and a $.50.00 fine,. but said they could purge themselves by calling off the jour 
week strike. 144 

IT IS WOR Tli Y 01' NOTE that The copies of Ajro Americans Speak, 

Black Thesis, Vol. 1, No. 7, carries on the last page a description of how to 

prepare Molotov Cocktails for use in riots. 144)  
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MARCH 6,1968 (Wecinesciay) continued 

On March 6,1968 the harassment of Loeb Enterprises continued 

with jour cases of Vandalism reported, and two groups of pickets reported, 

one participated in by the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN. There were in 

all 17 reports of Vandalism and Threats to Sanitation Workers on March 6, 

1968. 145) 

On March 6,1965 the REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOIS and AD 

CAR TAR, a Male White, came to Director liolloman's office with the com-

plaint that the handle had been removed from a drinking fountain on the 6th 

floor at Central Police Headquarters to keep the Sanitation workers from 

having a drink. It devebped that this particular fountain on the 6th floor had 

never been connected, and that this charge was drummed up to aggravate 

Police, Black Community relations. 146) 

Furthermore on March 6,1968 C. 0. M. A. ( Community on the Move 

for Lquality) a group which grew out of the Minister's Allicance during the 

Garbage Strike published a circular trying to call the shooting Of Patton John-

son, Male Negro in a burglary on the night of March 2,1968, the result of his 

having marched with the Sanitation starkers on the morning of March 2,1968, 

calling for Marchers to take his place. 147) 

At 4;30PM March 6,1968, an unruly march of 100 Negro and Male 

White teenagers started at Clayborn Temple. The march was led by a Male 

White and a Male Negro carrying a placard which read: 'Justice is dead in 

Memphis." They were followed by 0 Male Negroes carrying a coffin. Other 

placards in the march read:"Your Kingdonre may burn dorm, King Henry." 

Marchers became boisterous at City Ball, and placed the coffin at the top of 

the stairs and formed behind it, while the REV. HAROLD MIDDLLBROOK 

and the REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN took out their Bibles and performed 

a mach burial ceremony, over Justice and MA YOR LOE13. At this time the 

REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK stated that the teenagers would march every 

day from this point on. 148) 

There was a Mass Meeting at C.:.'aybk.;:-n Templc al 	on March 

6,19(26. 'it this meeting the R.12.V. JAMES MORALS L.4-1 li :50/1,' made the follow-

ing remarks: "I don't go along with violenceL  but if violence does conic don't 

tear up your own neighborhoods like they did in New York, New Jersey and  

Detroit. I won't destroy my neighborhood. That is where I live and I have to  

make the best of it. If you must have violence tape it out East around Mayor  

Loeb's house. 149i 
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.14.A.RCH, 7,1966, (Thursday)  

The United States Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati, 

uhio, wise asked to determine if the Federal Courts should rule on the 

Constitutionality of the injunction issued by Chancellor Robert Hoffman 

against the Sanitation Workers Strife. Union Attornies made another 

appeal is the State Courts, challenging Chancellor Hofpnan's ruling that 

the Union Leadere were in contempt uj his injunction because of their 

strike activities. 150) 

Vandalism continued on March 7- , 06.s with 12. instances being 

reportca, _Tour of which were directed at Loeb Letter- prises. There were 

as well 3 threats to Sanitation workers, ana a garbage fire reported. 1511 

Apiareh 7,1968. Del. B. E. Redditt, a Negro .Detective with the 

Community Relations Bureau of the Memphis Police Department rro3 ap-

proached outside of Clayborn Temple by Rosetta Miller, Field Represent-

ative of the U. S. Civil Rights Commission, who stated that she had stayed 

outside the Temple to :cern him not to enter because he had taken the wit-

ness stand against tue Sanitation Strikers in Jude Lluthnan's Court, and if 

he entered he would meet with bodily harm. She further slated that REV. 

E. L. BROWN, REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK, and REV. EZEKIEL BELL, 

had all talked about him, implying that he was not the type of Negro that 

was needed. 15  

(in March 7,1.96b as well in front of Clayborn Temple, PlInm. 

W. B. Richmond of the Memphis Police Deparbeent who was working an 

intelligence assignment, was approached by ROSETTA MILLER, of the 

U. S. Chili Rights Commission and well known local black militant. who 

told RICHMOND that she knew he was selling them out by cornizg to the 

meetings, and said if he appeared at any more ',welt/1gs she personally 

woula get up and point him out to the audience. She said she had some 

very rougeht boys that would lay h4n up in the hospital for 6 months or 

more. She further said she would like to shoot him herself, for a person 

who would r back and snitch b the Mayoe or the white fodks what leas 

said at the meetings was no better than the white fol,:s themselves. She 

stated the white joins wc:.e only using him. 

There were two marches on March 7.1966. The  first was a 

loud, boisterous and disiord erly march of approx. 120 Male & Female 

Negro teenagers, and one Male White, led by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE 

BROOK, who were shouting, "Down with . Loeb" and 'Luton with the Mace 

Spraying Cops. The second march was led by the REV.JAMES MORRIS 

LA WSUN JR. , and U was a peaceful and orderly march. 154)  
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MARCH.  61_,_19ob ( Friday)  

The Press Scimitar of March (5, lyoe reported that Picaets 
had staged a Sit-Down across the entrance at the Garbage Pick up Site 
at 24J2 Lemocrat Rd. App,oxinately T2 Sanitation Strikel-s and Sympa-
thisers sat down at the front entrance, but but up and moved on order 
of the Police. There was no violence. The Press Scimitar repcv led 
as well that there were appro.-amenity 0 fires in trash cans in the South 
end of town over a widely scattered area. Director 	6'01loman 
attributea this activity anti other vandalism to the inflamatory sort of 
addresses being aiven the youth involved in the Sanitation Vtritze by 
Local Ministers. 16N 

On Friday March 8,1968 the Wall Street Journal ran an article 
on the Memphis Sanitation Strike entitled: GARBAGE STRIKE PILES 
UP NEGRO UNITY, This article was written by Norman Pearlstine. He 
concludes his article with lixe statement: 1•Wlatever his virtues, the Mayor 
(hi-IVRY L,OL.13) clearly has CitOsen to maee the garbage strike a major 
confrontation. In so doing he has riven the Civil Rights Movement here, 
the catalyst U has needed. 110 one knows when the strike will end or who 
will win it, but the far more important issue no'' Is whether the Ministers 
and other Civil Rights Leaders will remain united, and energetic after it 
is over. 

On Friday, March 6,1968 a reliable intelligence source report-
ing Cm the Youth March jar March 7,19ca slated that at 4PAI 76-100 teen-
agers, mostly young feieales ;eneereti at the tuirangurre Salary Building at 
Clayboin Temple, where tamer 	airectiwi c.3fei .youn,5  17  err.ale IV(4)-0 named 
.1-frisT(Mayweather) they matte placaras reeding: Garbage is no problem. 
Loeb is a problem. This is our City Too,. 	they got to City Hail they 
were addressed by Me ,RbV. HAROLD MILDLEBRuotc, Youth leader, who 
stated, "Today we are bringing up empty garbage cans, but if nothing is 
done, we will briag up so much garbage, that ;Le(Mayur Loeb) will not be 
able to stay in here for all the ruts." They had been advised before the 
»Jaren, by the young 1- emale Colored in charge al the Minimum Salary 
building to play al cool and .akirse, ve 	 t.:, 	 Li ira4, A: • Lana. 	',Ake 
no cause to arrest Them. 

MARCH 9,1968( Saturday)  

On Saturday, March 9,1966 the Press Scimitar carried a story, 
cahnoned: 75 SANITATION TRUCKS ROLLING--Retard for 'itrike Period. 
The article further related !tat Sanitation Department supervisors reported 
that approximately 50 Strike Sympathisers and Strikers went to the Democrat 
Rd. Dump That date and heckled workers for 2 hours. This newspaper 

156.) 
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MARCH 11,1968(Monday)  

On Monday, March 11,1968, the following article was printed 
in the Mobile Press, under the caption: PICLONGED GARBAGE STRIKE 
COULD SPREAD DISEASE and CAUSE RACIAL VIOLENCE.. The article 
contained en outline of events in the Memphis Sanitation Strike and further 
stated: ''Civil Rights leaders have said the demonstrations (in Man phis) 
will not stop even when the strike is settled. They termed the strike only 
the catalyst which united the City's Negroes, about 40% of the population, 
and promised the drive would continue for other goals including increased 
employment opportunities and better housing. " 165) 

The Press Scimitar of 3/11/68 carried the store: TWO ARRESTED 
AT SCHOOL IN GARBAGE STRIAE EFFORT. The story goes on to relate 
that two youths went into the Cafeteria at Carver High and attempted unsuccess-
fully to Persuade students to join the March. They were ordered to leave the 
cafeteria by school officials but instead they sat down on the floor and were 
subsequently arrested. they were identified as JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, 
Male Negro 20, oi 1279 Petutsylvania, and WILLIE JAMES JENKINS, Male 
Negro 16, of 86 West McLemore. They were charged with P'esisting Arrest 
and a State Charge of Disorderly Conduct. 6°1  

There were only Iwo cases of vandalism reported on March 11, 
1966, but a Demonstration of approAirnately 17 stripers and sympathisers 
led by REV. MALCOLM BL.4CABURti, the REV. AZEMEL BELL, and the 
REV. HENRY LoGAN STARtis, was staged at the Democrat Road Dump. 
There was no violence and no arrests were matte but the demonstrators 
cursed and threatened the Sanitation .  Worriers wad' the Police. 11' 7)  

On March 11,1968 a throw-away leaflet was circulated at North-
side High school advocating a massive walkout by the .students at 12 Noon 
to join the marchers at Clayborn Temple. These leaflets were passed out 
by MURRAY AUSTIN ERVIN, Male Negro who was president of the Sesior 
Class at Northside, and a Male Negro ALLA JOHNS UN. When approached 
by an Intelligence officer of the Memphis Folice Department, ERVIN stated 
the White Power .itru cluee in Aiempi.i3 :Las tehind all lhe lroublc, and stated 
that The lilac..? maiaT-ily at Northsiae High School ,Lees against the ii kite Power 
Structure. 168) 

IT IS WORTHY OF NOTE: that at 12:301M March 11,1968 a 
large group of students from N'orthside High School marched to Clayborn 
Temple, lea by jive Male Negroes between the ages of 18 and 22. 169)  



MARCH 11,1968(Monday) continueo. 

The regular march on March 11,1966 consisted of from 150 to 

175 Male and Female Negroes led from ClaybomTernple by the REV. H. 

RALPH JACKSON. However, approximately 25 feet behind this orderly 

march, a group of 125 to 150 young Male and Female Negroes who were 

marching four abreast, and shouting " Down with Loeb" and "We Hate Hunkies" 

though cautioned tokout their behavior by the Police Department to regroup and 

march single file, this group remained disorderly and had to be followed 

back to Clayborn Temple by Capt.John I. Molnar, Lt. York and dher Police 

Department Squad Cars. Upon returning to the Temple, REV. EZEKIEL  

BELL, and H. RALPH JACKSON, were observed by Capt.Motnar and Lt. York, 

co  NLratu1atheouneo1eontUh4rn ortheir behavior,  and ob-

serving Capt. Molnar and Lt. York, these ministers turned to them and stated:  

' . fre don't like you. What time do you go off duty? We will be back after dark.  '' 
170) 

MARCH 12.1968 (Tuesday) 

An article published in the Commercial Appeal on March 12, 

1.968 under the caption: NEGRO PASTORS TAKE REINS AS GARBAGE STRIKE 

LEADERS IN SWITCH Tu RACIAL PITCH, written by Joseph Sweat, notes 

that this change in leadership has been subtle, and for a number of reasons: 

the main one being that Union Leaders were too bottled up by Court decrees 

to do much leading. THE REV. H. RALPH JACKSuN is quoted as saying: 

" I have become a Union leader. ' REV. EZEKIEL BELL is quoted as sayisqg: 

When 98% of the men involved in a dispute like this are black, then you have 

a racial matter whether you like it or not." REV. WM. SMITE is quoted 

as saying, " You know that if these men did not have black faces, you already 

would have found a way to settle this thing." REV.JAM ES MORRIS LA WSOIc 

JR. , is quoted as saying: 'All rjght if you want to leave it to Uncle Bobber  

upstairs (Mayor Henry Loeb) and say you don't have any responsibility in this  

thing,go ahead. Then the black Ministers will felt go jishing, and let what  

happens in this town just happen.  s' JESSE TURNER, President of the local 

Chapter of the N. A. A. C. P. has asserted the interest of his organization in 

the strike and has publicly taken up the Civil Disobedience theme and urL,ecl 

Negroes takriallWatxurbage_slaualiereamtslumpiLan.ltain 3tiseL ' 171) 

On March 12,1968 there were reports of Sanitation workers being 

cursed on their trucks and of a Sanitation worker being threatened at his 

home. There was a Bomb threat at Booker T. Washington High School, and 

a shooting at Claybrook and Parkway but no one was injured. There were 

also three cases of strike oriented vandalism reported on this date. 172) 

There was further a rumor abroad that out of town agitators from Atlanta 

and Chicago would arrive in Memprki to create a planned disturbance over 

the weekend of March 16-17,1968. '"'" 
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MARCH 12,1968(Tuesday) continued. 

On March 12,1966 - 18 Demonstrators were led to the Dump on 
Democrat road by the REV. HENRY LOGAN STARAS, and a Male Negro 
named JOYNER, believed to be REV. MALCOLM BLACKBURN'S assistant. 
However, this aemonstration was orderly. 174) 

Students from Douglas High School on this date, brought copies 
of a Leaflet similar to .that distributed at Northside High, calling for students 
to participate in a march to Clayborn Temple at 12 Noon on March 13,1966. 175) 

While being int erviewed by officers of the Intelligence Section, 
JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, and WILLIE JAMES JENKINS, brought out that 
they had been sent to Carver High School, by the REV. HAROLD MIDDLE-
BROOK, who was in charge of the Youth Demonstrations for C. O. M. E. 170 

MARCH 13,4968 (Wednesday) 

On March 13,1968 the Press Scimitar carried a story under the 
caption: CITY COUNCIL REJECTS BID FOR DUES CHECKOFF. The story 
reports that the City Council blocked Councilman J. U. Pa4 TTERSON'S at-
tempt to pass an ordinance allowing for a dues checkoff, and did not allow 
him to call for a vote on a separate resolution which brought vocal reaction 
from PATTERSON and a walkout by approximately 300 strikers and strike-
sympathisers who were at this meeting. :titer the Walkout it teas announced 
that ROY I+ILKINS, and BAYARD RUSTIM would be the first of a group of 
nationally known Civil Rights leaders to visit Memphis in the days to come. 11'7) 

On this same date, the Commercial Appeal carried a story by 
Joseph Sweat, Staff Writer, under the caption: ROY ►4.1LAINS, BAYARD RUST1M 
Due Here to Support strike. Thfr story revolves about the walkout from the 
City Council Meeting and flutes the REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR. , as  
saying, "This will be the first of a whole series of people coming in here from 
all over the Country to help you march and lead you on to Victory.  ' Ministers 
stated that strike leaderikve grown weary of submitting their case to the 
City's elected officials. "51  

On March 13,1968 three cases of vandalism were reported, and 
the trash in a garbage truck servicing Char)ean School uxis set afire in the 
truck. Furthermore garbage was thrown in the street at I lorida and Parkuuy, 
and there were pickets in front of the Loeb Enterprises at 822 Thomas and 
at Chelsea and Manassas, but there was no report of trouble at these locations. 
It was further reported this date that the children at Porter Junior High School 
and at Booker T. Washington High School had been threatened that they would 
regret it if they did not participate in the student marches led by the REV. 
HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK. 1791 
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MARCH 13,19tid  ($reanesday) continued.  

Al 12:20PA1 March 13,1968 170 teenagers were led by the 
REV. E. L. BR(1Wli from Clayborn Temple to City Hall, and upon the return 
trip about 50 of this group separated from the Main group, and one of this 
group attacAred an elderly Male White on Second Street. This splinter group 
led by the REV. ULYSSES GRANT and the REV. JOYNER rejoined the main 
group at Beale and Hernando, and when Memphis Police Department Squad 
cars passed in frost of Clayborn Temple , they yelled to the officers, "We  
dare you to come into the Church. The REV HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK is  
reported to have said to this  group upon their return, "We nave gone up there  
and prayed they would chwise  their minds. Il they don't by tonight, they will  
wish they had."  180) 

At 3:25PM a second march of 30-40 students was led from Clay- 
born Temple, and this march wee followed by approximately 124 adults. There 

' 	were no incidents involved in this march, but after the group returned to 
Clayborn Temple they ow re addressed by REV EZEKIEL BELL, who carried 
__on a tirade against the City Cormcil calling them "Jackasses. ' 181) 

MARCH 14,1968 (Thursday) 

ROY WILKINS, executive Directing, of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, and BA YARD RUSTIM of the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute encouraged sanitation workers and their supporters in speeches 
to an estimated 9000 persons gathered at Mason Temple on March 14,1968. 182) 

On March 14,1968 in the Press Scimitar there was a story under 
the caption: 6 ARE ARRESTED BLOCKING GARBAGE TRUCKS. 6 Sanitation 
Strike Sympathisers.-  were arrested wken they blocked the road to the entrance 
to the Democrat Road Dump. Two of those arrested had been arrested earlier 
in the strike and placed on GO day probagion by Judge CHURCHILL. They were: 
REV. MALCOLM BLACICBURN, and WILLIE JAMES ICIMP of 1015 Palermo. 
After the arrest the other demonstrators left. This same story reports that 
MAYOR LOEB, following a meeting at an hulustrial Exhibition at Memphis State 
University was faced withagroup of more than 100 youths, protesting the garbage 
strike. He spoke to them and invited them to the City Council Meeting on 77turs - 
day.  183) 

On March 14,1968 garbage trucks picking up garbage at Douglas 
High were met with a barrage of bottles from the students. 30 people were 
arrested at 3rd and Pontotoc and charged with a State Charge of Disorderly 	184) 
Conduct following an encounter of Marchers with Garbage trucks at that location. 
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litriltC  .14,190 (274111-'sclaj cuvilinuea. 

Betuee.t. 51 	cu#a' 	ail,pruitniateli 	set tutgers
matched from Clajboig '1'.tteple 
Ivey brake up in small 6 roups and retarned to Claybo;-a Perri file ut ap-
typoximately G;30P14:. 

MARCH 15 1968(Ericiag 

In the Press 	 at March lt1,196_, a 	appeared 
under the ca!Aion: GRAND .11;1; I 	 G.:ILA BA Gt. STRI11).-, SUPPORT 
LRS. The story goes on to relate Alta the 3 Garbage Sir0e. .supporters ar-
rested on February 23,1968 in front of Goldsmith's Department Store in 
the incident where a Squad Car was rocked, and Mace had to be used to dis-
perse the crowd, the Grand Jury returned a 2-Count indictment against each 
of the cyfenders on the charge of : PROWLING at TRAVELLING FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF INTIMILIA7ING CITLZENS(Nightriding) and DISORDERLY 
CONDUCT. 

This article further reported that City Juige BILBNIE 
w EINMAN ruled that charges for the arrest of 13 adults and 17 teenagers 
at 3ra ane Pontotoc where an attempt was made to bloc': u Sanitaticm Truck 
were legal arrests. However, he decided to wait until the following Tues-
day to decide whether to hold these subjects to the state on Disei .derly Con-
duct Charges. This same date in Judge Churchill's Court, ClIARLES 
BALLARD, and JOHN B. SMITB, well-known local black activists were 
released on probation by JUDGE CBURCHILL following charges placed 
against them. This same date the REV. MALCOLM BLAC.KBURN was 
held to the State on a $.500.00 bona, for DISORDERLY CONDUCT and CON-
SPIRING TO 1NT.ERRUPT COMMERCE. 18°) 

In atwitter artic1e in the P,ess Scitniko• under the 
caption: 	 TULA) fe) B.& 	 liireclor of hire and Police 
IRANI. C. BOLLOMAlit is reporter: to have complained that the Courts 
were beiti6 to Lenient on those arrested at 	incirients. He is quotea 
as saying: I am nut trying to rats the Courts, out I ;4141)t 	responswiLities. 
1 am guing to uisenarge ray a.) uae City of Aliemphis ants leave the Courts 

aisclarge theirs.'' 1671 

On March 15, 1968 there were 8 threats to Sanitation workers 
reported, 168)  ana taree inciaents of strike urienteci Vandalism as well us 
one attempt arson. 189)  burthermore Molotov Cocktails were used to start 
garbage fires at Hernando and Vance,190  anci weapons were confiscated at 
Porter Junior high School, and Booker T. Washington High -,ellool, after stu-
dents there were threatened if they did nut participate in the marches. 191 
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MARCH it,  1968 LFriday) 

On March 1.5,196E at 6;.:;7P414 approximately lot) teenagers, 
Male =4 Female conducted a loud and boisterous march down Main Street, 
end picketted Goldsmith's impartment Store, chanting: " Up with Ingram, 
Down with Loeb. ", and as they returned to Clayborn Temple, 'Burn 
Memphis, Burn. " 1921 

MARCH 16,1968 ((aturdas) 

On March 16,1968, the Commercial Appeal carried a story 
written by George Bryan under the caption: Truancy Crackdown Ordered 
by Judge to Curb Rowdyism in Garbage Strike Marches. The story goes on to 
report that Juvenile Judge Kenneth Thrner, issued an Order directing the 
Police to arrest all youths younger than 16 found on the Streets during re-
gsaar school hours. This cedar was clearly Wended to curb rowdy youths, 
many under 15, who have marched on the Downtown Streets in Sympathy 
wills the 5-week old Sanitation Strae. Director of Fire and Police frank 
Holloman is quoted as stating: "They will be arrested no matter what they 
are doing and charged with truancy." 193) 

On March 16,1968 there were three instances of Vandalism re-
ported andePorts of three threats against Sanitation workers and local 
businesses. 94) 

At 9;4OAM 200 adults and 20 small children were led in a March 
from Clayborn Temple to City Hall by the REV. RALPH JACASON,41 the RIIV. 
HENRY LOGAL STARK S. There were no incidents. At 1Wi.M the REV. HAROLD 
.MIDDLEBROOK and a group of 25 teenagers set out to picket East Gate Shopping 
Center, and tater Southgate Shoppirig Center, and at 10: b 5AM 60 teenagers 
picketted the Poplar Plaza Shopping Center. 194)  

invormution was received on March 16,1968 that Police calls 
were being monitored on both frequencies by C. 0. M. L. .(Community an 
the Move for Equality) and the Minister's Association. 496) 

At 6:30PM pickets in front of Goldsmith's Department Store, 
attacked a Female Negro Customer coming from the store. 197)  
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MAIICh 17 19CS(Sandai) 

On March 17,19C4Senday) The Cimmercial Ai peal carried a 
story under the caption.: KING TO LAND VOCAL SUPPORT A T STRIAE 
RALLY. The aglicle reported that Dr. Martin Luther 'tins Jr. , would speak  
to a Mass Meeting Monaaynikhl March 16,19dC in support of the Memphis  
Sanitation Strike. nisi story also reported that four youths had been ar-
rc.stea in Clayborm Temple aiker a Molotov Cocktail had been thrown En a 
nearby grocery. The story also reported that MAYOR HENRY LOEB had 
proposed a referendum in August as to whether the City should allow &les 
chec,:tuffR.,r Sanitation worl,,ers. ,IlAY(:R LOEB Rad he would not ag ree to 
aemands for a check-off unless the referendum showed that a majority of 
the City's residents favored a check-off. 296) 

On Sunday March 17,1968 The CommunUy on the Move for Equal-
ity (C. 0. M. E.) published a Jour page newspaper, called the C. 0. M. E. 
Appeal, in support of the Garbage Strike. 99J 

On March 17,1968 there were Jour cases of Vznaalism reported, 
and a report of the harassment of a 1 emale White, oy a group of Male Ne-
groes on I rout Street, who snoulea ' Black Power .  to her, as they passed 
her car and pointed a pistol at ker.2t10) 

There was also a Firebomb thrown on 3/17/6S at 977 Driver, 201 
and a strike oriented Aggravated Assault at Manassas and North Parkway. 
There were as well many rumors of trouble makers flowing into Memphis 
from the North. 2°4  There was also a disturbance at 2275 Marble where 203.  
25 Male Negroes gathered around a Garbage Truck and had to be dispersed. 

There were also s pickets led by an adult Female Negro in front 
of the New Public Library at. 16.5 E. Norwood, scheduled to open 3/18/68. 204. 

MARCH 18,1968(Monday) 

Dr. MARTIN LUTHER RING JR. told an estimated 13,000 
cheerin ;  persons at Mason Temple that they should consider a a,:ork atop-
page if their demands were not net in the strike. Ile promised to return  
to Memphis at a later date, and lead a Massive March for the strike, and 
asked that all persons in sympathy with the strike to stay awayjrom work, 
and asked students to stay away from school, on March 22,1968. ‘a-J0  
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MARCH 18,1968( Monday) continued. 

There were thresA cases of strike oriented vandalism re-
ported on March 18,1968. """ 41  

On March 18,191;8 the Following Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conlereice personnel(scLC) registered Ln the Lorraine Motel: 
DR. MAR TLN LUTHER KING JR. , & REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY in 
Room 306. ; BERNARD LAFAYETTE in Room 314; REV. ANDREW 
YOUNG, in Room 303; REV. JAMES L. BEVEL in Room 301, MR. JAMES 
HARRISON, of Atlanta, Ga. in Room 306: BRIG CABE, Official photo-
grapher for S. C. L. C. in Room 304; W. RUTHERFORD of Atlanta, Ga. , 
in ROOM 3.12; DOROTHY F. COTTON, Secy to DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. , nom 307, and the REV. ROGERS of Atlanta, GA. in 
Room 302. 

MARCH 19,1968 (Tuesday) 

On March 19,1968 four threats to Sanitation workers were 
reported, four cases of Vandalism to businesses, three cases of arson, 
and one case of an attempted arson, and a Garbage fire on McLernore 
was reported. 208) 

Furthermore following the address of DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING. on 3/18/68, school teachers attending the Mass Meeting were 
approached by Black Power Advocates and told if they went to school 
on Friday, March 22,1968 their cars would be burned and they would 
be harmed. They were advised that there would be a Black Power ad-
vocate at every school in the City. 209)  

Intelligence sources reported that REV. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING left.Memphis for Hattiesburg, Mississippi on 3/19/68 but that the 
REV. RALPH ABERNATHY remained in Memphis and was meeting with 
REV. H. RALPH JACKS()) JAMES MORRIS LA tVSoN JR. , and the REV. 
T. C. LIGHTFOOT in numerous strategy meetings. 210) 

tin the night of March 1#17t 19,1968 there was a Mass Meeting 
at Warren Temple on Mississippi at Williams, where the REV. JAMES 
BEVEL of S. C. L. C. addressed the assembly on the Mass March planned 
for Friday, March 22,1968. He asked everyone to sky away from work 
and march, and for them to keep their children out of school on that 
da and the u11 week o .  March 24-30 	8 so the could 	te in 
the boycotts planned for that week. 
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&ARCH 20,1968 (14.kuinesday) 

The Commercial Appeal earriea an artiste ern the murnint,;  of 

3/20/66 under the caption: KING"S EYi UN WASIIINGTuN, In which it was 
pointed out that MARTIN LUTHAR RING JR, did nothing to hasten the settle 
meet of the Garbage Sir!lae, but saw how many Negroes were aroused and 
quickly decided to attach himself to the local issue. lift AING'S discovery 
that a ready made crowd of followers was waiting for his in Memphis made 
him decdae this would be the beginning of the *ushin4ton Movement. This 
project was foremost in king's mina as he spoke in Memphis on .3/16/66. 
The Sanitation Strike made a handy starting point to inake his pitch for bigger 

things. 	212) 

In the Press Scimitar of 3/20/68 in an article captioned: HURRY 

LIP TRY 1. UR ENDING STRIKE, it was reported that the City Council would 

have three ordinances for consideration when it met in Speciatk Session 4:30PM 

3/21/66 in an effort to settle the Sanitation Strike on the Eve of the secyll 

visit of Martin Luther king Jr. to Memphis scheduled for 3/22/66. 

On 3/20/66 two Instances of Strike oriented vandalism were re-

ported and threats were made to burn down both Longview and Merrill schools 

on lriday, March 22,1968, the date of the proposed Massive March to be led 

by MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. , and an obscene telephone call was received 

by the wife of  white City Councilman, Jerred Blanchard. 214) 

On 3/2:1/48 Blac, Power Groups were ranging around the schools 

in South Memphis intimidatin , firchers and students, threatening them against 

holding classes on 3/22/6S- .1.., 21 ,-,) 

4  
The rumor was abroad as well, that themilitant Negro Minister, 

REV. LZLKILL BELL, had made arrangements for STUKELY CAl?MICH.ALL 

to come to Menipiris and speak at his church. 210)  

Un 3/20/66 Local Black 'ocver militant leader, JOHN B. SMITH 
along with other Black Power advocates went to the fIrtncipal of Douglas High 

.ichool, aria demanded Ina: 	be dliowet..: to ,, pea„ l0 !Lc :;1:idents Li the auditor- 
ium of the school, lie was however, told to leave. 21') 

Intelligence sources revealed that the organization of students 
far the planned march on March 22,1966 was in the hands of the REV. HAROLD 
MIDDLEBROOK, S. C. L. C. and C. U. M. E. member, aria the organization of 

adult groups and participation in the march was in the hands of local militant 

Black Power leader• REV. JAMES MORRIS LA irSON JR. , pastor of Centenary 
Zit MethoUist Church. 	o  
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MARCH 20,1968(continue0  

Intelligence reports further revealed that GERALD FANION, 

another Negro leader was organiaing a largo rally to be held on the park-

ing lot at the Club Paradise on the night of 1(81/68, which was to be 

broadcast over local radio station WL-01I. "9)  

.Forrthermore on 3/20/68 JAMES BEVEL on the staff of MARTIN 

LUTHER KING, Southern Christian Leadership Conference leader(SCLC) 

made an incendiary anti-war speech to the students at LeMoyne College re-

ferring to President Johnson as, another Hitler," and denouncing the Viet 

Nam war, stating colored soldiers should be fighting for their own rights 
here. IlICVAL had been brought to Lelifoyne College by a Negro Drama De-

partment instructor named LEE, and was noticeably friendly with CHARLES 

CABBAGE. local Bloch Power activist and his group known as the Invaders 

who were observed in the audience. •zti)  

Police assignments remained constant 3/20/68 and involved the 

escorting of garbage trucks throught the City, and the patrolling oIncirches 

and demonstrations, as well as the regular neighborhood patrols. -̀"/  

MARCH 21,1968 (Thursday) 

On 3/21/68 City Council Members voted against Negro Council-

man, J. U. Patterson's proposal allowing a dues checkoff for the AFSCME 

Undo's., and passed instead a resolution calling for mediation sessions with 

both sides sitting down with Frank B. Miles, a former Federal mediator. 

Um 3/21/68 DR. MARTEN LUTHER KING JR. , was in Greenwood, 

Mississippi, organising Ms Poor-People's Campaign, using a tenant farmer's 

shanty as the synsbol of the campaign. In Memphis, however, DON STEVENS, 

of WHBQ„ Radio Station received a telephone threat on the life of MARIN 

LUTHER KING JR. , wherein a man with what was described as having an 

Italian accent advised MR. STEVENS that if MARTIN LUTHER KING returned 

to Memphis he w; uld be shot 3/22/G8. An attempt was made with Southern 

Hell, Telephone and Telegraph Co. , to check out this call, but it was developed 

that it was made from a pu telephone booth, and nothing further could be de-

veloped about the caller. 444)  

Tension was generally high in the City on 3/21/68 and Black Power 

activists were going around to the schools in the City, threatentql the children, 

and teachers, and Threatening to strip their cars and damage the schools if 

anydne showed up for classes on 3/22/68. Such threats were reported from 

Wisconsin Street School, Gordon School, and Humes and Northside High 
Schools. 
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MAR Cli 21, 1966(Tius sday) 

A large number of placards were delivered to Clayborn Temple 

Headquarters of Me Labor Usion-Ministerial Alliance coalition during the 

strike by the C. A. Davis Printing Co. Some of them were for local mer-

chants and read: 'Closed Today-4e are on March.. 226) 

Memphis !lousing Authority employees were receiving threats 

allegedly from Cornelia Crenshaw, who had been active in the Strike, and 227)  

a former Mayor Ingram supporter and Memphis Housing Authority employee. 

There was as well a 	er of a threatened wall out by Negro 

employees at the Baptist Hospital. 	And at a meeting sponsored by 

the Linton and the Ministers Alliance at the Mt. Olive C. M. L. Church there 

were talks about how teachers could particAMe in the marches without be-

ing docked in their pay for being off wore.' At these meetings, mimeo-

graphea and ieroxeu copies of ii. Rap Brown's letter from prison in Louis-

iana was being circulated by Negro Activists, and the Ministers were distri-

buting the C. u. M. L. (Community on the Move fur Equality) letter enlisin,g 

the support of Memphis School teachers In supporting the »arch to be led 

by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. , planned for 5/22/66' 23'))  

This date as well a carbine is rfported to have beet MI chased 

by a Negro associated with the activists. 2-j  A private business, also was 

threatened in the downtown area, as well as flatnUton High School, and a 

buy service in North Memphis. 232) 

On the evening of 3/2i/66 MARTLY LlMik.ft KING JR. re-

turned to Memphis and held a strategy meeting at the Lorraine Motel, with 

reference to the proposed karchrlo be held 3/22/68. And rumors were 

abroad that N. Rap Bruton would come to Memphis to participate in the march, 

though it was 'mown tnat he was in jail in Louisiana at this time. 234  

MARCH 22,1366(Fridayi 

On March 2,2,196e Memphis uxis visited with the heaviest 

snow fall since 1392, and the Press Scimitar of thht date carries a story 

under the caption, ' King March Cancelled by Snow. , and on its editorial 

puke carried the editorial, ' Give Mediation Full Chance. ' 234) 
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&ARCH 22,1968 ariday)continued. 

I artherniure uh the night of 3/22/ha suspicious Male Negroes 

in automobiles were observed in the vicinity of i'llayor Loeb's home. Shots 

were fired into a home in wee ::nstance resulting front strike agitated ten-

sion, and there were three reported instances of striae oriented vandalism. 
235) 

vespite Vie snow however, there was a meeting  of teachers held 

at the Ail. (Hive C. la. L. Church on L,Initess at which the REV.JAMES MORRIS 

LAWS .N J.R. was the speais.er, and a rnimeographea letter was circulated in 

the City pledging iiie•support of the Alcy Ra. , Home uwners Association to 

the Sanitation .Strike, as well as the C. U. M. E. handbill entitled COMMUNITY 

UN THE MOVE FOR EQUALITY INIJITES YOU TU MARCHIOR JUSTICE AND 

JOBS. Simultaneously the Invaders and otter militants were circulating a 

mimeographed sheet entitled Perspective of Black Power,  by the Invaders, 

which was in essence a militant and hate philosophy slutement. 236) 

Threats were made to etneloyees at the City ehops as well and 

JAII1Le M(ft HIS L.4 W)uN Jti. announced that the rnaeoh for larch 22,1968 

had been cancelled ;pie to the leoe, !rod l;ful I V. 	r 	Lel T111.-.11 KING 

would return to Afemphis later in the weee to lead a massive march. About 

le() strike leaders, and Alinisters were at Clay XV4 Temple, making plans during 

the day of March 22,0.73 despite the weather. 51 

kleiliCkl 23, Lgbes (.,atiseeay)  

The heavy snow which was still on the.grouna 3/23/68 stopped 

most of the eteLe oriented racetiu,s. 	 41-,T .'.ere 
musty Female 	and ,tale YALE {deify .1 male Negeoes and 2 Female 

Negroee) from .1ioutliwestern, ant: eiriemphis elate University led by the R1` V. 

ULYS8.11S.S' GlleINT .S.,111VLY(It.ale lvegro) at the Poplar .1-4aza Shopping Center 

in East Aiemphis currying placards for the .sianitatlun strikers. 2-38)  

Also an incendiary letter, very pro-labor, and anti-Loeb, 

which was written be Inc Rev. C. u. Basinger, pasta:- ei Inc est Congregation-

al Church, was discovered. Tide letter teas dated Iktbruary 23,1968, but 

it is believed it was circulated much later Ivan this. ft it: helieved that 1000 

copies of this letter were printed., 239) 

Unly one incident involving a threat to a ciii,ten, and two in-

stances of vandalism were reported. 240) 

- 43 - 



MARCH 24,066 (Sundaii)  

.iunday, Alarch 24,190o the heavy now was still on the ground, 
anti U MU a quiet cid3, with no demonstrations fratifrig place, no meetings, 
and 	lwo instauces of vandalism ireportea. 

MARCII 2. , /966(3tonciay)  

Oil S/24/60 in a iaory unaer the caption: ..itriue Mediation 
Tal4s .tyrnied, the Commercial Appeal reported that due to Use action 
of ji4,480;  iliuffman of Chancery court, u7ho had lugti several u; the strike 
Leaaers rn cordertipt of his Court, strike mediation tall:s had been stymied. 
However,• on 3/25/5-6 Chancellor Hoffman  ruled that participation of the 
Union and Strike leader ,. in the inc,.'iation negotiation.~ AA(J: le; Ul even 
thrvigh he had servea injunctiuns aoinsi them. 4'1.0  

It jarlige. wartisy of not that the march I ,sve re the 
liti.-44Ascht of tae ..)authern Conference Educational 

Iund, a known Cornwall- It t. rout arganization carried a glowing story of 
the Sanitation _Wine, and the union uj the Iliad.. Corr,nu 	in Memphis, 
.)lantida  lire siar;, so that it tv..4la seem (hat the 5anitattan ,tribe was a 
great ui.,rtsing of Inc oppre;.ied iai n oacAufiard .-;cuthcrn City.243) 

Ana in both llw 	 .Appeal and the Press Scimitar 
the Memphis AFL-Clu Labor Cuanctl .ntblisheri quarter pace .statements 
re: their sdP(hirt of the -flunitatunt Slrtxv, .ana t..eir ap)osition to Mayor 
.Lute w ILL 	 •?44)  

014 3/25A;2i activ,itig4 slartecvicieing up, and 7 instances of 
striae oriented vandalism were ref,orted . "N And handbills printed 
ov C. u. M. L. (Community on the Move jar kquality) askint, jar the boycott 
of the C;otinnerciat Appeal aria the Press Scimita) or the coverage they 
ue..e tiving the sanitation 	ant.. .sach iten.s; 	haa.hone, a cartoon of an old lsleiiro, and his wise sayings, ?ie discontinued in the paper. These 
hcznabills were circulated on Main .')treet and in other ()arts of the City. 246)  

khi 3/25/6.5 httelle;yence sources repo, led that the Plans for 
the week were as follows: 3/26/1,:t-- A meeting Of Strikers and Sympathisers 
at Union Hall on J. irestone; a march of adult strikers, and later in the after-
noon a march of student sympathisers of the strike. and In the evening a 
mass meeting at Trinity Church. 3/27/6S REV. RALPH ABERNATHY was 
to spear at Mason Temple; and 3/2S/68 REV. MARTIN LUTHER JUNG was 
to lead a Mass March and address a Mass Rally at Mason Temple in the evening fallowing the March. 3/29/68 REV. C. L. FRANKLIN, father of 
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OuTIVUTLS (continued) 

243) Southern Patriot, March, 1968, in News Accounts, 2/I2/68-3/26/68, p. 163. 

244k Press $amItar 3/26/66 and COmmercial Appeal, 3/25/68, Let Our 
Poittio*be Crystal Clear, News Accounts, 2/12/68-3/25/68, p. 164. 

. 	- 

. 	• 

:14, ',McDonald & 8Mith, Me'nio,3/26/65, re:Threats to (Tahiti 'Mi;Carroll,. 
• ' 1581 Briton, Threat Book III, p. 9 

Wells es'i Hurst, Vandalism , 3/25/66, 827 Par, Threat Book III, p. 11 

	

& Wheeler, 	" 	" 	681 A St. Paul, " 	p. 12 • 
Jones & Williams, 	 0 0 

	

914 Vollentine 	 p.13 
liutherjord ' 
	

1209 Looney 	 p. 1 
McCrary di Skaggs 	" 

	
4184 Gwynne 
	

I r 	 p. 15 
Jordon di Cawthorn ' 	.Loebs,1216 Jackson 	 p. 16 
Bridges & Kitchens, 	 4532 L. Mississippi 

	 p. 
• 

4461 C. U. M. L., (Communily on the 4'itiOve for Leivality) handbill, Stop Taking 
• - The-Coilamecciall rjpea1 & Press Scimilar,Sanitatinn Book IV, p. 42. 

11 

247) Ray,J. G. Capt. Memo, 3/25/68, Sanitation Strike Activities, Sanitation 
Book IV, p. 43. 

248) Redditt, L. L. Det. ,Memo, 3/26/68, re:Sanitation Strike Activities around 
Clayborn Temple, 3/25/08, Sanitation Book IV, p. 49. 

249) Richmond, irt,  B. Report, 3/26/68 re: Mass Meeting at Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church, 3/25/68, Sanitation Book IV, p. 52-53. 

250) Commercial Appeal, 3/26/66, article captioned: Strike Mediation Talks 
Open, News Accounts, 3/26/68-4/9/68, p. 1. 

3/26/68 
251) Torti & Starnes, Vandalism, 1591 Pennsylvania, Threat Book III, p. 

	

Rooker SI. Sanders, 	' 	' Loebs, 1236 Thomas, 	 p. 19 
Torii eS.; Starnes, 	' .2/26/68, 2039 Castex, 	 p. 20. 
Wheeler di Sides, 	" ", 929 S. Third 	 p. 21 
White & Gallarno, 	' ", 3417 Mountain Terrace 	 P. 22 
Masse:will, Memo, 3/26N8 re: Garbage in Street at Manassas Si Dunlap, 

Sanitation Book rl V, p. 48. 
Arkin, E. H. Lt. ,Memo, 3/26/68, re: Sanitation Strike Plans, 3/27/68--

3/28/68, Sanitation Book II V, p. 57. 
Tines, G. P. Insp. , Report, re: Mass Meeting Trinity C. M. E. Church, 

3/26/68, Sanitation Book IV, p. 61-62. 



MARCH. 25,1968( continued) 

blues singer, Aretha FRANKLIN, has to speak to a mass rally at Mason 
Temple and 3/30/68 REV. C. L. I RANK-LIN was to lead another mass 
march on City Hall. 247)  

On .4/26/68 HAXT(.41v BR Y.ANT, Director of the Tennessee 
Council on Human Relations joined GERALD lANION and other strike lead-
ers at Clayborn Temple, to mate plans for the massive march planned for 
3/28/68. It was reported as well that MACLO WALI.LR, President of Uni-
versal Life, and the Union Protective Insurance Agency, and the Harlem 
Rouses ( a chain of Restaurants in the Black Community in Memphis) Acre 
Closing so that their employees could participate the mass march. 

Police Intelligence men at the Mass Meeting at Mt. Olive Bap-
tist Church at Linden d. Lauderdale 2/25/68 were asked to leave by REV 
MALCOLM BLACKBURIV, whits i:astor of Clavhorn fernple, and a Cana-
dian National deeply involved in strife activitit. , and several of the Invad-
erF, a militant blach gr°  pin tomm, una at one time were threatened with 
violence. 249)  

MARCH 26,1966(Tuesday) 

on 3/26/68 the CLimnierciai .-Lppeai carried a story captioned: 
STRIKZ MLDLATION TALhs UPLJV, but The !story showed the opposing fac-
tions in the strike talks to be cieucilockea..coui an  reenieni was not forseen 
at this time. 2.4,u) 

There were 5 instances c..).) striee oriented vandalism reported 
on 3/2V08, and one instance of garbage Ccii& (Jumped in the street in one 
of the Negro neighborhoods. And there was a mass meeting 3/26/68 al 

inity C. M. L. Church. 251) 

MARCH 27,196:5 pl/ccinesdavj 

On 3/27/68 the Commercial fippeal carried an article under 
the caption: "Stripe's Food Stamp Aid to End." The article reflected that 
the Mayor had Indicated his willingness to help alleviate the situation in 
order to prevent suffering on the part of the striker's families Letters to 
the editor in the Commercial Appeal of 3/27/68 indicate a rise in feeling 
against the strike on the part of private citizens. 252)  
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AJAR CU 2/.19barketitiesday continue:9  

Use Press 4cimitas an J/27/68 published the rules to be 
otservea ior the massive March planned for 3/23/i,8 as sct down by 
the Potice An:partment. Vehicles wean: barred from the (downtown area for the 
period of ise mare's. 253) 

on 3/27/68;  9 cases of strike argentite vandultsM were report-
ea to the Police kepartment. arta .ianetation workers came to the Police 
DcPartinent w smear 	3 warrant; agairsi s striker ivizo had been harass- 
ing.  there. 

77lere tree two marches on :3/27/68. one of adnits leaving 
Clayborn Temple at ai'Voichrtate:y ,`Jr411, and one Eft students leaving the 
Temple at 4:30PM and returning; at approximately 5;05P14. Both marches 
were orderly. Lto.vcoer, onrilmllw adult niarch members of the black, 
an rlllant t rout.  htorn  as  the Invaaers, were hea.rd4 itaine the pickets 
mare/ail:4 to t'ut donor tapir Rims and to siot.. 	 :1vht and burn 

4,e, 	47,17.41 

.5ota;-ce:; reporled 14 t the el V. IL 11 A 1: PN JACRSON, 
oj C. 0. ;V.1.(C....r"rumity err eke Move or Ee: ,:drity) lsn.t pe,...s,ochrleat the young 
fresbytcrlam miiitscer L Y, e-21._Elgi, Bt:Li.) not to bring STUEELEY 
CARMICthilti, to illemphi...26id Intelligence sourcm also reported that 
members of the 	 o; Los Ana•elev(trained in Iterate) had been ob- 
served aroinui Clayborn Temple, and it was believed they would participate 
ii 1;z< niar.ch c iL :1,12ZIPZ.. 264  

March 27,19‘.4) C. M. 6 lea;tets( March jar-  Justice and Jobs, 
called b.,-  MARTIN LUTHER t.INI.; .trici G. O. M. E. , were distributed to 
IV,r.Aro employees at the Methodist Hospital. 1.54  

Intelligence injormaiton 3/277,8 was That itta.RTIN 1.0711ER 
AMG wound arrive in Metnphis.  at 10:22AM 3/2i/68 from Idea) York, and 

	

MY who isaa.Jield u reass,vApcting 	Temple 3/26/68 
stated the rhas-ch uvula begin at 10,t2ti 	Wit; 	ic.ir a Black Man's 
holiday in Alemphis on 3/2b/bd, cuid slated 1i at ijt the rrtia, cla die not force 
the Mayor to meet the Garbage Collector's demands, they would lie in 
front of the sarbage trucks and stop them if necessary. Intelligence sources 
also reported that the Union leaders and Ministers supporting the strike 
Mad Wallet. Talkies, and Citisen Band Radios and had been monitoring 	260) 
Police culls, and also had mobile units equipped with Citizen .IX:nd radios. 
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MARCH 27,1968 (wednesday) continued.  

Mr. George Wallace, who had planned to visit Memphis 3/27/68 

cancelled his planned visit to the City Indefinitely, 2o1) 

On 3/27/68, a Mr. Frank Elanigcm, MW, 1331 National requested 

a permit to march along side MARTIN LUTH.E1? !CMG with a march of his 

own (supposedly of white gin-cans) but when asked what his paraae route would 

be, ne refused to discloSe it, stating: ' MARTIN LUTHER KING doesn't tell 

you what he is going to do. 262) 

Al City Hall on 3/27/63 Union leaders walked out of the Mediation 

talks with the City, as the third day of talks neared an end and charged that 

MAYOR LOEB had in effect tied the hands of City representatives by not allow-

ing them any decision making function. 263) 

MitRCH 26,1968(Thursday) 

Tension was high on March 28,068 as a result of The activities, 

of C. 0. M. E. (Community on the Move for Equality, and Local activists., in 

connection with preparations for the massive march planned for later in the day, 

Between 12:45AM and 7A.M there were 11 reported instances of strike oriented 

harassment and vandalism. This was a noticeuble increase over previous days. 4('.  

Between 7;5OAM and 9;05AM trouble was reported at Lester, North-

side, Douglas & Booker T. Washington High Schools where small groups of Negro 

activists were attempting to block students from entering school and generally 

harassing them.' 2") 

The Press scimitar of 3/20/68 carried a story under the coition, 

"Srudents Hurl Rocks at Police', which reports of the disorders around Hamilton 

High School, a predominately Negro School in south 4'v:0 111)141S around 9,-1M 3/28/68. 

The stofy rears as follows: ' _4 shower of boltle,q ana socks—some as large as sof 

balls, greeted Police officers at Hamilton .-;chool, 1476 oi'ilson this morning as 

about 250 students massed on the school grounds before the downtown march. 

"The flying rocks and bottles smashed the windows of one squad car, 

a police officer, S. B. Keithley was hit in the hand and a (press) photographer strut 

on the foot. Uflicers were leaping* into the air to avoid the bouncigg rocks. A poll. 

helicopter roared overhead. 

"The rain of projectiles continued for over 10 rninut4i before the °plc< 

charged. Then students fled behind the school and down adjacent streets, mass-

ing again at the predominately Negro school later, 
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AlAlc Cif 26,196'61Thursday) continued  

"JAMES R. RLID, a Press Scimitar photographer, seta he 

never saw officers, pelted sporadically for well over an hour curing the 

length of the disturbance , use clubs or force on the students, although gas 

masks it 	&wined 	the aisturbance. Gas was not usea. 

'Jo Ann Talbert, 14, Negro, a student at Hamilton, was inigured. 

Hock throwers ceased' their activity while a Fire Department ambulance crew 

escorted by officers remover] her from the school. She was taf.zen to John Gas- 

ton Hospital where she was treated for lacerations of the head 	 

"Later the students formed up and marched North on wilson toward 

the downtown area to join Dr. Marlin Luther King's march there. 

"At 9:14AMM the POlice Radio order went out to use gas tear gas. 

When the students saw the police putting on their gas masks and preparing to 

use bas they retreated. The gas was not used, said Frank Holloman, director 

of lire and Police. 

• The trouble at Hamilton High had begun when youths outside the 

school tried to keep others from entering. It was an attempt to enforce the 

call by leaders of the garbage strike sympathisers for Negroes today to take 

a holiday from jobs. and school. " 266) 

In this same article Police Chief Henry Lux is reported as saying 

19,000 students were reported absent from school in the City. And further 

the article reports Mal J. D. Springer,  principal of Booker T. Washington High 

715 S. Lauaerdale, said the Rev_Jahles iv Louisan.  pastor of Centenary Meth-

odist Church, and a march leatier was outside with ()biers urging students not 

to attend Booker T. ii.ushington.r-Stirkt4ier reported abcul 1200 absent out of 

about 2,200, but said some were triceling 	2o7) 

At 11;06.1M LI.Jini Beach, reported that Negroes hi the area of 

Lamar and :b alker  were spreading the rumor tha a small child was stomped 

to death at bamilton school This morning , wig ME Negroes in the area were be -

corning very upset. 2")  

The Police Radio Log jar 3/28/b6 reflects that Police Helicopter 

0201, reported that at 9:29A, a crowd of 200 was marching West from LeMoyne 

College toward Clayborn Temple. /4110AM Police Helicopter #201 reported a 

crowd in excess of 3000 in front of Clayborn Temple. At 10:03AM the Radio 

Log reflects that 11,:e Q. & S. Liquor Store at 346 Vance was raided by approx. 

25 men who took liquor. The Store was ordered closed. .1t 10:07.01 a Disturb-

ance was reported at Booker T. Washington High School. At 10:10AM Police 

Helicopter #201, reported that the streets from Vance to Clayborn Temple were 

packed with people. At 10:14AM Police Helicopter reports a group of 150 rnovii4 
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MARCH 21...',1Y68(Tlicirsday) cuntinueci. 

from Boomer T. Washington High icnool toward Clayborn Ample. At l0;20Ahl 
a disturbance ieca reported at Soulhside High School. when the Police arrived 
it was .--eported that 15 or 20 youths armed with chains had fled in two cars. 
Al lo:29A111 a disturbance was reported at Carver High . 260 

The March un 3/26/6o was delayed due to the late arrival in Memphis 

Martin  Luther Aing  Jr. , who was to head the March. He did nut arrive at 
the Airport unit! approx. 10:22.AM and in jacl did not join the March until it had 
proceeded one block North on Bernanoo from Clayborn Temple. 20.9  

Prior to the March some 5000 to 6000 people had congregated near 
Clayborn Temple. It was estimated by Police observers that at least half of 
these were teenagers of high school age. Police intelligence soirees report 
Black Activist leaders, JOHN HLNR Y I ARGUSoN, and JOHN B. SMITH were 
on the steps of Clayborn Temple along with many other Invaders ( a local black 
activist group). 

this point the C. u. M. L. (Community on tiw Aluve jor Lqualitp 
group, which naci charge a) the pereacie and tree 	marshalis , handed out 

hunurars of prepared placards, mounted un stout 4jt. pine poles. It is 
worthy of note that this was the first time poles were used jar placards in any  
at the Demonstrations. Police Intelligence soirees observea many of Or teen-
agers tearini, their plucaras from the sticks and wuvin, them menacingly before 

the march begun. 270) 

have 
At 10:,A.M DR. MARTIN LUTHER MPG is reported to arrived 

at the head u, the march. At 11:03AA1 the Police helicopter reported 15-25 

youths armed with sticks and .--oc,es to be movind iron. Fourth and Beale toward 

Al 11:03.4.14 "nen Asst. Chic) &envy Lux a eported that the March had 

started. and Any Pittman Black, rePortig a:. Da start Jj Cu? March t the Press 
.3clinitar., of 3/29/o.) describes it us festive in jetting, bat aisorganized with 
marchers all over the streets ;dying no attention to hie parade marshalls. At 

11:utipt.ii the 1,....dice Helicopter res;orte6 the nurch to &w vetween :.).0.)t) and 
0, Mill lita>ctatets. 	:-.1 	 the .:Ulice hielicuL,Ier reported 15-20 vuutns 

with sticks ;naming aie it on Beale to Main. 	11.1 7i4 M the Police Helicopter 
reported a third Helicopter in the at, interjerin& with the Police Helicopter, 
stating it came within 10D feet of them. At 11;21.Ain Then .asst. Chief Henry Loa  
reported marchers were breaeing out windows di tearing ai: everylking at 2na 
and Beale and Main & Gayoso and that they were rimming In all directions. At 
11:221Rhi Chief Aiacdonald ordered that tear gas not be used except as a last 
resort_ , and at tile same time Director Crank C. Holloman Greg 0"Rear of the 
Tennessee Highway Patrol, requesting help. At 11;24AM the Helicopter report-
ed that the Main march was held up at Main & Gayoso, and 15 -20 people were 
reported attacking a car on Front Street South of Beale. And at the same time 
the Helicopter advised motor cycle officers in front of the parade to clear every- 
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