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H
ow

 A
droit A

re U
.S. M

ideast P
eace M

oves? 
A

13 

A
fter a three-hour cabinet m

eeting In 
Jerusalem

 yesterday, Y
itzhak S

ham
ir w

as 
hanging tough on his threat to boycott tem

-
porarily the next round of M

ideast peace 
talks. T

he Israeli prim
e m

inister w
as em

-
barrassed w

hen U
.S

. S
ecretary of S

tate 
Jam

es B
aker unilaterally set the next ses-

sion for W
ashington day after tom

orrow
. 

T
here still is the possibility—

even likeli-
hood—

of a com
prom

ise, but this U
.S

.-Is-
m

elt flare-up has left m
any people w

onder-
ing w

hat's going on. 
W

hat's going on is probably B
aker-style 

gam
esm

anship designed to show
 the A

rab 
side that the U

.S
. is evenhanded. B

ut then 
it also is evident that the B

ush adm
inistra-

tion w
ants to put m

ore distance betw
een it- 

G
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B
y G

eorge M
elloari 

self and Israel. S
tate D

epartm
ent A

rabists 
h

av
e b

een
 p

ro
m

o
tin

g
 su

ch
 a m

o
v

e fo
r 

y
ears. S

o
m

e A
m

erican
 co

n
serv

ativ
es, 

. 
 

1 
any 

.130111b111. 	
an

d
 d

flirL
d

t.7111,11.b
 

continental E
urope, A

sia and A
frica ap-

prove. G
eorge B

ush him
self w

as the m
ost 

active R
eagan adm

inistration critic of Is-
rael, particularly its June 1982 invasion of 
L

eb
an

o
n

. Ju
st b

efo
re last m

o
n

th
's first 

M
ideast peace gathering in M

adrid, he pe-
rem

ptorily postponed a S
10 billion loan 

guarantee to Israel. 
H

is chief of staff, John S
ununu, has a 

L
ebanese background and close ties w

ith 
A

rab-A
m

erican organizations. In an off-
hand com

m
ent, 

he 
b

lam
ed

 th
e Jew

ish
 

lo
b

b
y

 last su
m

m
er fo

r raisin
g

 a stin
k

 
about his expensive travel habits. T

he po-
litical dangers in his rem

ark so frightened 
the adm

inistration that he w
as ordered to 

call Jew
ish leaders and recant. Jim

 B
aker 

him
self som

etim
es doesn't bother to con-

ceal his irritation w
ith the Israelis. 

N
one of this yet adds up to a U

.S
. sell-

out of Israel or an end to the econom
ic and 

m
ilitary aid Israel has received from

 the 

U
.S

. In 43 beleaguered years. W
hen Israel 

cam
e under S

cud attack in the G
ulf W

ar, 
the B

ush adm
inistration sent P

atriot 
batteries, although partly to keep 

Israel out of the w
ar. M

r. S
ham

ir, on his 
frequent trips to N

ew
 Y

ork and W
ashing-

ton to shore up political support, usually 
insists that his troubles w

ith the S
tate D

e-
partm

ent and W
hite H

ouse are only differ-
ences am

ong friends. M
ost Israelis think 

the U
.S. has a genuine desire to help Israel 

achieve peace w
ith its A

rab neighbors. 
B

ut a key question is w
hether M

essrs. 
B

aker and B
ush have a sufficiently sophis-

ticated grasp of M
ideast political dynam

ics 
to be useful in this effort. T

hose dynam
ics 

involve A
rab-A

rab relationships just as im
-

portantly as A
rab-Jew

ish differences. 
T

he m
ost interesting factor in the A

rab-
A

rab equation is once again Jordan. K
ing 

H
ussein has deep problem

s of every possi-
ble description. H

is national econom
y is in 

sham
bles. A

s alw
ays, he has reason to fear 

S
yrian or P

alestine L
iberation O

rganiza-
tion treachery. H

e now
 has som

e 300,000 
n

ew
ly

 tu
t b

red
 P

aleathual
-  is K

i lim
e
 ju

st 
been banished from

 K
uw

ait because of 
P

L
O

 collaboration w
ith S

addam
 H

ussein 
during the vicious Iraqi occupation of K

u-
w

ait. W
ith m

ore than half his population 
P

alestinian, the king and his H
ashem

ite 
follow

ers have every reason to feel added 
discom

fort. T
hey also have in their m

idst 
the M

uslim
 B

rotherhood, influenced by the 
m

ost radical of Iranian and A
rab leaders, 

w
ith a clear preference for trouble over 

peace. 
K

ing H
ussein's relationship w

ith the 
PL

O
 has been an uneasy one for years. A

f-
ter the P

L
O

 tw
ice had attem

pted to assas-
sinate him

, his arm
y attacked its param

ili-
tary units In 1970 to drive them

 out of Jor-
dan. S

yria, w
hich along w

ith the P
L

O
 w

as 
then a Soviet client, invaded Jordan in sup-
port of the P

L
O

. T
he U

.S
. in a counter-

stroke on K
ing H

ussein's behalf urged Is-
rael to m

obilize and threaten S
yria and 

this persuaded the S
yrians to w

ithdraw
  

their tanks. In other w
ords. Israel helped 

save K
ing H

ussein from
 the com

bined 
forces of a S

oviet-backed S
yria and P

L
O

. 
T

h
e k

in
g
's m

o
re recen

t d
ecisio

n
 to

 
m

ake com
m

on cause w
ith the P

L
O

 and 
S

addam
 during D

esert S
torm

 
w

as m
ost 

likely a m
arriage of necessity, brought 

about by the king's ow
n relative w

eakness, 
rather than a m

ark of any new
found trust 

for either S
addam

 or Y
asser A

rafat. B
ut 

after Syria cleverly chose the w
inning side, 

the king suddenly found him
self w

ithout re-
liable allies. A

s a rew
ard for S

yria's token 
role in the w

ar, the S
audis and G

ulf em
ir-

ates sent large sum
s to S

yrian dictator H
a- 

in
 retu

rn
 

for peace, 
could the U

.S. and Israel 
pull K

ing H
ussein's chest-

nuts out of the fire once 
m

ore? 
fez A

ssad and he is busily spending that 
m

oney on new
, m

ore potent w
eapons. A

s-
sad now

 w
ants to be top gun in the region, 

and that probably m
eans still m

ore trouble 
for K

ing H
ussein. 

F
or all these reasons, it is no accident 

that K
ing H

ussein has been the m
ost eager 

A
rab respondent to the U

.S
. peace initia-

tive. H
e w

as the first to answ
er the call to 

com
e to W

ashington. 
W

hich raises an interesting question: 
D

o
es K

in
g

 H
u

ssein
 n

o
w

 see a g
reater 

safety in cooperating w
ith the U

.S
. and Is-

rael on the P
alestinian question than in 

trying to appease A
rab radicals? P

utting it 
another w

ay: In return for peace, could 
the U

.S
. and Israel pull K

ing H
ussein's 

chestnuts out of the fire once m
ore? C

er-
tainly that possibility exists. M

ost of the 
M

ideast's P
alestinians live in Jordan or on 

the Israeli-occupied W
est B

ank. Israel, 
Jordan and P

alestinian m
oderates all have  

good reasons to w
ork together in establish-

ing a Palestinian hom
eland, possibly under 

the joint protection of Israel, Jordan and 
the U

.S
. W

ith U
.S

. protection, the king 
could preserve his H

ashem
ite kingdom

 and 
perhaps even m

ove It tow
ard dem

ocracy. 
B

ecause the S
oviet U

nion's influence has 
becom

e negligible, the U
.S

. has a unique 
opportunity. 

B
ut it is by no m

eans certain that the 
B

ush adm
inistration has learned any les-

sons from
 its past failures in the M

ideast. 
It tried to hum

or S
addam

 and got a w
ar in 

exchange. It listened to the S
audis and 

m
issed its chance to put S

addam
 H

ussein 
out of business for good; O

.S
. threats and 

U
.N

. inspection team
s to the contrary, he 

probably w
ill m

ake a com
eback som

e day, 
possibly brandishing a nuclear w

eapon this 
tim

e. 
N

ow
 the adm

inistration appears to be 
investing an inordinate am

ount of political 
capital in A

ssad, w
ho is even less trustw

or-
thy than S

addam
. T

he S
yrian takeover of 

L
ebanon w

as countenanced and its role in 
international 	

has a new
 coat of 

w
hitew

ash. A
s a further concession, Secre-

tary B
aker is hinting at return of the G

olan 
H

eights, a strategic position that Israel In-
sists on retaining. 

C
ertainly it has occurred to S

yria and 
th

e P
L

O
 th

at K
in

g
 H

u
ssein

 m
ig

h
t

.  be  
tem

pted to m
ake a separate peace. T

hey 
huddled in D

am
ascus to talk about that 

p
o
ssib

ility
 b

efo
re S

y
ria ag

reed
 to

 th
is 

w
eek's m

eeting. 
T

he U
.S. has denied visas to any direct 

representatives of the P
L

O
 because of last 

year's attack on an Israeli beach by P
L

O
 

terrorists. B
ut the P

L
O

, in collusion w
ith 

S
yria, is trying to m

aintain control over 
the P

alestinian delegates to the talks. 
G

am
esm

anship against Israel is fairly 
easy. T

he question now
 is w

hether Jim
 

B
aker is shrew

d enough to best tw
o m

as-
ters of the art, A

ssad and A
rafat. R

esults 
so far are unprom

ising, as are the pros-
pects for peace in the M

iddle E
ast. 


