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B'nai B'rith: 
Cameo of 
Jewish Life 

A dozen wealthy Jewish 
immigrants, led by •a Ger-
man named Henry Jones, 
founded B'nai B'rith. 125 
years ago today. 

German, Bohemia 
Latvian and Spanish, they 
represented a cross-section 
of New York City's 20,000 
Jews in a time when every 
Jewish ethnic group was a 
separate closed community. 

Their aim, said the 12, was 
"to unite Jews in their own 
interests and those of hu-
manity." 

Today B'nal. B'rith, with 
531,000 members worldwide, 
(there are chapters in Tokyo 
and Dublin) includes in its 
roster one out of every five 
Atherican Jews. There are 
Zionists, non-Zionists, Or-
thodox, Reform, Conserva-
tive, garment workers, col-
lege professors, chicken 
farmers, businessmen and 
their wives and children. 

As a sign of the organiza-
tion's.growth, it is now plan-
ning a new eight-story wing 
to-double the space in its na-
tional headquarters here at 
1640 Rhode Island Ave. nw. 

B'nai B'rith's first project 
wfs a widows' and orphans' 
fu4d, collected through 
fit:pea imposed on members 
rialertry Jones's group who 
(Vied to wear their frater• 
net costumes or who spit on 
thb floor. It totaled $80. 

'4s the organization grew, 
faternal signs and rituals 
die appeared and aid became 
increasingly philanthropic 
and nonsectarian. Members 
conducted a drive in 1888 to 
aid victims of a Baltimore 
fliiod. This was 13 years he-
f cr the founding of the Red 
Cross by Clara Barton, who 
wis assisted by Wast6ngton 
photographer and B'nai 
Blith member Adolphus 
Selomons. 

1899 B'nai B'rith estab-
lished bhe National Jewish 
Hospital at Denver, dedi- 
cated to the treatment of re- _  

fite, in this age of eniignten-
rnent, to persecute anyone 
In account of race, color or 
religion." 
*And in 1912, Wolf was 
there when President Taft 
tbrogated a commercial 
treaty with Russia because 
the Czarist regime refused 
to recognize the passports of 
4rnerican Jews. 

A major concern of the or-
enization today is helping 
ymung people discover the 
Ilevancy of Judaism to 
Modern moral and social is-
lies. 

Although Bina' B'rith HR. 
1t1 foundations exist on 270 
eollege campuses, there is a 
sense of alienation among 
many Jewish students who 
lel that the synagogue 
holds no answer in terms of 
the activism needed to con-
f!ont war and poverty, and 
tat their parents' genera-
son, becoming part of the 
Zstablishment, lost sight of 
social issues. 

Many Jews who felt that 
ttey had understood the Ne-
gro's rebellion against prej• 
Lidice and supported his 

tr•onted by fAtility, and are 
ive for ecniality are con-
onted 

 bewildered, and often-
fogered by It. 

recent speech by B'nai 
tith's president, Dr. Wil-
m A. Wexler, reflects the 

Qganization's 	questions. 
¶here are no more white 
tiswers," he said. I plead 
Our candor. I suggest that 
elm dominant black corn-
e  unity, having told it to us 

ke it is, must not cop out 
n telling hew it wants it to 
c—and join in honest dia- 
gue with white America." 
Toward that dialogue, the 
nli-Defamation League of 
'nai B'rith has created an 

"bead
ed Affairs Department, 

"beaded by Kenyon Burke, a 
.legro. The League also 
Aponsors sociological studies 
.43 find out whether Negro 
ait sentment is toward Jews 
-because they are Jewish, or 
Imeause they are a symbol 
•elf "whitey." 
2 B'nai B'rith spokesmen 
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' 'unity is growing, despite 
fey that the Jewish co 

Assimilation through inter-
:Marriage, and that young 

eople are still turning to 
tulaism for answers to to-

's problems. 
'They still want to he 

Jewish," said a member, 
"but they don't know why or 
how." 
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s iratory diseases. trom its 
eption the hospital has 

b en nonsectarian and non-
p of it. 

American Jewish concern 

1out anti-Semitism was 
n as early at 1851, when 

under Jones learned that 
ws were forbidden to live 
certain cantons of Swit-
land, and that American 
ws traveling abroad were 
luded from those areas. 
e called the problem to 
attention of Senate For-

eagn Relations Committee 

Teicretary of State Daniel 
airman Henry Clay and 

erbster who got the order 
rescinded. 
t, n 1869, when the Czar of 

X ssia expelled thousands 
Jews from their homes 

the eastern border, 
M on Wolf, a Washington 
le byist and member of 
at id B'rith who knew every 
Phiesident from James Bu-
cZetinan to Woodrow Wilson, 

2l a delegation from his 
Mtge to meet with Presi- 

t Grant. He said, in a let-
ti to the Czar, "It is too . 	.. .. 


