
ANGOLA MERCENARY David Bufkin claims he 

recruited soldiers for the war using secret CIA 

funds. 
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American taxpayers, through the secret m nipuis-

bons of the CIA, paid the huge tab of every m= cenary 
soldier on the U.S.-backed losing side in Ango 's civil 
war, MIDNIGHT learned exclusively. 

Not only did the CIA channel pay to America n mer-
cenaries — a relative handful' in number — bu to hun-

dreds of British and Portuguese as well, a top m =rcenary 

recruiter told this newspaper. 
The total CIA shell-out came to $50 million in • ay and 

equipment, he estimated. 
Surprisingly, though, many of these men wer= literally  

risking their necks for 5500 a week, accordi 	to his 

figures. And some for a lot less. 

CIA Fin need Angola 
ercenaries 

the astounding account 
comes from David F. Bufkin, 
the admitted chief recruiter of 
U 

 
U.S. mercenaries for Angola. 

Bufkin, an erstwhile crop-
duster pilot, said he himself 
took part in combat as a flight 
officer for the U.S.-backed 
National Front for the Liber-
ation of Angola — known 
there as the EN LA. 

He was one of the few 
American mercenaries to es-
cape death or capture by_the 
winning Russian-Cuban-
backed Popular Movement,. 
(MPLA), he said. 

Bufkin laid bare the CIA's 
operation in the African na-
tion in an exclusive MID-
NIGHT interview from his 
Kerman. Calif., home, where 
he lives with his wife and 
three children. 

He said he had done work 
for the Central Intelligence 
Agency in the past, "directly 
or indirectly," adding: 

"Just a few months ago, 1 
acquired some military 
equipment for the CIA... 
equipment from overseas 
they were interested in exam-
ining. I was. paid directly by 
them." • 

Bufkip. a 39-year-old Army 
veteran. said he began 
mercenary recruitment for 
Angola's FNLA forces short-
ly after civil war broke out 
last November. - 

Admitting the recruitment 
"wasn't too successful," he 
said he personally signed up-
"less than 15" Americans. 

One was Daniel Gearhart 
of Kensington, Md.. who was 
executed by the Angolans for 
being a mercenary. 

"It wasn't becau the men 
weren't available, Bufkin 
noted. 

"At one time t re were 
approximately 20t people 
that were going t. be ac-
cepted. It was bec use of a 
total lack of corn nication 
between FNLA hea s quarters 
and the continent .I United 

_ States... a lack of rganiza-
tion." 

Then, in one of his most 
startling revelation Bufkin 
declared: "Every° who has 
served in Angola wo ked indi-
rectly for the CIA. The CIA 
fronted the mone for 'the 
FNLA— a little mo than $25 
million in cash that know of, 
in addition to arms. bout $50 
million altogether. 

"The CIA moot 
to the FNLA, and 
paid the mercenari 
piained. 

And not just the American 
mercenaries, he m de clear. 

"The CIA was p ing for all 
the FNLA merc = aries -
British and Portug ese, too," 

. he asserted. 
"I'd say there were 200 

British mercenane. (with the 
FNLA), maybe a dozen 
Americans and approxi-
mately 300 to •00 Por-
tuguese." 

The CIA. Bufk n pointed 
out, prefers to rec it foreign 
mercenaries. "Th CIA is not 
prone to hiring merican 
mercenaries." 

He referred to t 'als in An- 
gola of 10 British and three 
American mercen ries. cap-
tured while fighti g for the 
losing side. 

One of those efendants,  

British mercenary leader 
Tony Callan, admitted order-
ing the massacre of 14 of his 
own men —an incident which 
"soured" further recruit-
ment, Bufkiii-  said. 

And which apparently 
upped the ante for recruits. 

The American mercenaries 
— including the three who 
went to trial — "were origi-
nally offered $1,200 a month, 
plus all expenses" incurr=ed  

on the trip over to Angola. 
Bufkin said. 

"But. when I got them 
there, I got them $2,000 a 
month. 

"British and American 
mercenaries got paid the 
same — every two weeks -
in brand new, uncirculated 
U.S. $100 bills," Bufkin went 
on. "The Portuguese got paid 
hardly anything— and in An-
golan dollars." 
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