
M
ercenaries, m

ost w
ith B

ritish passports, pass through the B
russels airport on their w

ay back 

A
n

golan
 

H
irin

g H
it 

B
y

 F
ilso

n
 

B
y

 B
ern

ard
. N

o
ssiter 

W
a
sh

in
g
/o

n
 P

o
st F

o
re

ig
n
 S

e
rvice

.  

L
O

N
D

O
N

, F
eb. 10 —

 P
rim

e 
M

in
iste

r H
a
ro

ld
 W

ilso
n
 

sh
arp

ly
 attack

ed
 to

d
ay

 th
e 

recru
itm

en
t o

f B
ritish

 m
er-

cen
aries fo

r th
e fig

h
tin

g
 in

 
A

n
g
o
la as an

 u
h
d
erw

o
rld

 
o

p
eratio

n
 b

y
 "sm

all-tim
e 

crooks." 
H

e
 c

a
lle

d
 fo

r a
n

 in
-

vestigation into the recruiting 
activ

ities as retu
rn

in
g
 m

er-
cen

aries to
ld

 rep
o

rters th
at 

th
ey

 b
eliev

e th
at th

e m
o
n
ey

 
for the operation cam

e from
 

the U
.S

. C
entral Intelligence 

A
gency. 
D

e
te

c
tiv

e
s o

f S
c
o
tla

n
d
 

Y
a
rd

's S
p
e
c
ia

l B
ra

n
c
h
 

d
etain

ed
 4

4
 crew

cu
t m

er-
cen

aries as th
ey

 arriv
ed

 et 
L

o
n

d
o

n
's H

eath
ro

w
 A

irp
o

rt 
fro

m
 A

n
g

o
la

. T
h

e
y

 w
e
re

 
questioned about reports that 
1
4
 m

e
rc

e
n
a
rie

s h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

executed under orders frchh a 
m

e
rc

e
n
a
ry

 le
a
d
e
r n

a
m

e
d
 

"C
allan," identified as C

ostes 
G

eo
rg

io
u
, a G

reek
 C

y
p
rio

t 
w

h
o
 u

n
til recen

tly
 h

as b
een

 
living in L

ondon. 
C

ord M
eyer, the C

IA
 station 

ch
ief in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
, w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

accep
t telep

h
o
n
e calls fro

m
 

reporters seeking a com
m

ent 
on the alleged C

IA
 funding of 

th
e m

ercen
ary

 o
p

eratio
n

. A
 

sp
o
k
esm

an
 fo

r th
e C

IA
 in

 
L

angley, V
a., called reports of 

C
IA

 fu
n

d
in

g
  "e

sse
n
tia

lly
 

false." 
A

d
d
ressin

g
 th

e H
o
u
se o

f 
C

om
m

ons on the reports of an 
ex

ecu
tio

n
 o

f B
ritish

 m
er-

cenaries, W
ilson said, "T

here 
can now

 be little doubt that an 
atrocity of the kind reported 
o
v
er th

e w
eek

en
d
 d

id
 tak

e 
place." 

H
e 	

denounced 	
th

e 
o

rg
an

izers o
f th

e m
ercen

ary
 

fo
rce h

ere as "a sm
all g

ro
u

p
 

of sm
all-tim

e crooks —
 w

ith 
reco

rd
s." T

h
ey

 w
ere eq

u
ip

-
ped, he said, w

ith "vast sum
s 

of m
oney, beyond the w

ildest 
sum

s they could ever earn in 

oth
er  w

a
y
s
. h

o
n
e
s
t o

r 
dishonest." 

W
ilson indicated that he w

as 
p
articu

larly
 en

rag
ed

 th
at th

e 
m

e
rc

e
n

a
ry

 re
c
ru

ite
rs h

a
d

 
a
c
c
e
ss to

 th
e
 n

a
m

e
s o

f 
d
isch

arg
ed

 B
ritish

 so
ld

iers, 
in

clu
d

in
g

 ex
p

erts fro
m

 th
e 

a
rm

y
's k

ille
r sq

u
a
d

, th
e
 

S
p
e
c
ia

l A
ir S

e
rv

ic
e
. T

h
e
 

ability to raise "a vast private 
arm

y
," th

e p
rim

e m
in

ister 
said

, "co
u

ld
 b

e a th
reat to

 
d

em
o

cracy
 in

 th
is co

u
n

try
 

itself." 
H

e then asked L
ord D

iplock 
to

 h
ead

 an
 in

q
u
iry

 in
to

 th
e 

affair to
 see if B

ritish
 law

 
a
g

a
in

s
t e

n
lis

tin
g

 h
ire

d
  

soldiers needs tiehtenine. 
If the D

iplock inquiry really 
g
ets to

 th
e b

o
tto

m
 o

f m
er-

cen
ary

 recru
itm

en
t h

ere, it 
could em

barrass both W
ilson 

and the U
nited S

tates. If this 
has been a C

IA
 operation; it 

w
ould have been conducted 

o
n

ly
 w

ith
 th

e
 a

sse
n

t a
n

d
 

co
o

p
eratio

n
 o

f th
e S

ecret 
In

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 S

e
rv

ic
e
, its 

B
ritish opposite num

ber. T
hat 

is
 th

e
 g

r
o
u
n
d
 r

u
le

 
scrupulously observed here. It 
could explain the easy access 
that the m

ercenary recruiters 
had to the list of dem

obilized 
ex-servicem

en. 
T

here is little doubt m
any of 

A
sso

cia
te

d
 P

re
ss 

from
 the w

ar in A
ngola. 

th
e m

ercen
ary organ

izers 
h

ave crim
in

al record
s. O

n
e 

organizer, N
orm

an M
. H

all, a 
2
4
-y

e
a
r-o

ld
 	

fo
rm

e
r 

paratrooper, served tw
o years 

an
d

 receiv
ed

 a d
ish

o
n

o
rab

le 
d

isch
arg

e fo
r sellin

g
 n

in
e 

w
eapons in N

orthern Ireland 
to the U

lster V
olunteer F

orce, 
a P

rotestant terrorist group. 

G
e
o
rg

io
u
 w

a
s a

n
 a

rm
y
 

private in U
lster in 1972 w

hen 
he and another soldier held up 
a p

o
st o

ffice o
u
tsid

e B
elfast 

and stole $184. G
eorgiou w

as 
sentenced to five years but has 
been on parole. 


