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C

le
a
rin

g
 th

e
 A

ir (s
c
n
'c

i a
-) 

and unostentatious. E
verything about C

olby struck m
e as a little less 

than expected —
 slighter of build, softer of voice, low

er in key. H
e 

gave a pat little talk about how
 covert activities had sprung from

 the 

co
ld

 w
ar, tap

ered
 o

ff w
ith

 d
eten

te, b
u

t w
ere still n

ecessary
 as a 

capability. I interrupted to say that I could not see him
 doing him

self 

an
y
 h

arm
 b

y
 say

in
g
 th

ese th
in

g
s o

n
 film

. H
e sh

ru
g
g
ed

. "O
k
ay

." A
 

m
om

ent later w
e w

ere on our w
ay dow

n in the elevator past stunned 

C
IA

 officers for the first film
ed interview

 w
ith the director of C

entral 

Intelligence. 

T
he interview

 gave som
e sense of how

 the agency w
as absorbing 

th
e d

am
ag

e o
f th

e rev
elatio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e o
p
eratio

n
 in

 C
h
ile. "S

o
, as 

a p
ro

fessio
n

al," I co
n

clu
d

ed
, "y

o
u

 p
ick

 u
p

 th
e p

ieces an
d

 g
o

 o
n

?" 

"It's p
art o

f th
e h

azard
 o

f th
e p

ro
fessio

n
," h

e rep
lied

, p
lay

in
g
 p

er-

fectly
 th

e laco
n

ic ro
le o

f th
e in

tellig
en

ce p
ro

fessio
n

al. 

W
e assem

bled a tw
o-part "enterpriser" on the C

IA
 and its covert 

o
p
eratio

n
s; th

ey
 ran

 o
n
 th

e C
ro

n
k
ite sh

o
w

 o
n
 O

cto
b
er 1

7
 an

d
 18 to 

w
arm

 ap
p

ro
v

al b
y

 th
e C

B
S

 p
ro

d
u

cers. 

T
w

o
 m

o
n

th
s later S

y
 H

ersh
 b

ro
k

e a n
ew

 sto
ry

. It d
isclo

sed
 th

at 

during the 196os the C
IA

 had m
aintained files and conducted surveil-

lance over antiw
ar protestors and left-w

ing groups. I read the piece 

at b
reak

fast an
d
 called

 H
ersh

 to
 co

n
g
ratu

late h
im

. H
e said

 h
e h

ad
 

b
een

 w
o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 it fo

r tw
o
 y

ears. A
 few

 m
in

u
tes later I h

ad
 a call 

from
 m

y office saying that I should im
m

ediately pursue the surveil-

lance story. 

O
u
r co

v
erag

e w
as, at first, th

e clich
é o

f p
red

ictab
le reactio

n
s -

th
o
se in

 C
o
n
g
ress w

h
o
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e k
n
o
w

n
 statin

g
 in

d
ig

n
an

tly
 th

at 

th
ey

 h
ad

 n
o
t k

n
o
w

n
, th

e C
IA

 say
in

g
 it w

o
u
ld

n
't say

 an
y
th

in
g
, th

e 

W
hite H

ouse announcing that P
resident F

ord had called for a report. 

W
ithin tw

o days, how
ever, the story took an unpredictable turn. O

n 

th
e m

o
rn

in
g

 o
f D

ecem
b

er 2
4

, th
e w

o
rd

 sp
read

 fro
m

 th
e C

IA
 th

at 

Jam
es A

ngleton, chief of counterintelligence, had resigned. T
he im

-

p
ro

p
er su

rv
eillan

ce p
ro

g
ram

 h
ad

 b
een

 u
n

d
er h

is ju
risd

ictio
n

 —
 th

e 

im
plication seem

ed obvious. 

R
o
u
ted

 o
u
t o

f b
ed

 b
y
 a call fro

m
 m

y
 o

ffice, I lo
o
k
ed

 in
 th

e tele-

p
h
o
n
e b

o
o
k
 fo

r A
n
g
leto

n
, w

h
o
m

 I h
ad

 n
ev

er h
eard

 o
f b

efo
re, an

d
 

d
ro

v
e to

 h
is h

o
m

e in
 N

o
rth

 A
rlin

g
to

n
, V

irg
in

ia. C
am

eras w
ere al- 

S
o
n
 o

f W
a
te

rg
a
te
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ready staked out on his law
n, but no one had tried to ascertain if he 

w
as hom

e. M
y ring w

as answ
ered by a groggy-looking, stoop-shoul- 

d
ered

 m
an

 in
 p

ajam
as, w

h
o
 p

o
in

ted
 at th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 P

ost o
n
 h

is 

d
o
o
rstep

, o
n
 w

h
ich

 I w
as stan

d
in

g
, an

d
 said

, "I certain
ly

 d
id

n
't 

expect you, M
r. S

chorr, to tram
ple on the press!" E

ncouraged by the 

recognition and the good hum
or, 1 asked if I could com

e in. "W
ell, 

I'v
e b

een
 u

p
 all n

ig
h
t," h

e said
, "an

d
 m

y
 fam

ily
 is aw

ay
, b

u
t I can

 

o
ffer y

o
u
 ap

p
le ju

ice o
r S

an
k
a." 

W
hatever the hom

e of a chief counterspy is supposed to look like, 

th
is o

n
e resem

b
led

 th
e h

o
m

e o
f a so

m
ew

h
at d

iso
rd

erly
 p

ro
fesso

r. 

S
trew

n about w
ere books in m

any languages, m
em

entos of Italy and 

Israel, w
orn rugs, pictures of his w

ife and tw
o children. H

e agreed 

to
 talk

 to
 m

e, b
u
t n

o
t b

efo
re th

e cam
era b

ecau
se h

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e in

 

m
ortal danger if recognized. F

or the next four hours —
 interrupted 

b
y
 telep

h
o
n
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
s in

 E
n
g
lish

, F
ren

ch
, Italian

 an
d
 a "S

h
a-

lom
" for som

eone at the Israeli E
m

bassy —
 he ram

bled discursively 

about a w
orldw

ide C
om

m
unist conspiracy, m

anaged by the S
oviet 

K
G

B
, w

hich had lulled the W
est into believing in fictitious splits in 

th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ist cam

p
. "T

h
e N

ix
o

n
-K

issin
g

er d
eten

te b
o

th
ers m

e 

deeply," he said. E
ach tim

e I asked him
 about im

proper C
IA

 activi-

ties in the U
nited S

tates, he w
ent off on further elaboration of his cold 

w
ar theories. W

hen I tried to bring him
 back to a question put fifteen 

m
in

u
tes earlier, h

e said
, "I am

 n
o

t k
n

o
w

n
 as a lin

ear th
in

k
er, M

r. 

S
ch

o
rr. Y

o
u

 w
ill h

av
e to

 let m
e ap

p
ro

ach
 y

o
u

r q
u

estio
n

 m
y

 w
ay

." 

A
ngleton painted the P

alestinian A
rab nationalists as paw

ns of a 

C
om

m
unist conspiracy. H

e m
ade a great point of having recognized, 

in
 a p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
, th

e esco
rt o

f Y
asser A

rafat o
n
 a v

isit to
 L

en
in

's 

tom
b in M

oscow
 as an im

portant K
G

B
 officer. S

trew
n through his 

recital w
ere h

in
ts th

at A
n
g
leto

n
's tro

u
b
le w

ith
 h

is ag
en

cy
 h

ad
 

stem
m

ed
 n

o
t fro

m
 an

y
 C

IA
 activ

ity
 in

 th
is co

u
n
try

, b
u
t fro

m
 an

 

in
tern

al co
n
flict o

v
er th

e M
id

d
le E

ast. F
o
r tw

en
ty

-tw
o
 y

ears, as a 

sid
elin

e to
 h

is co
u

n
terin

tellig
en

ce w
o

rk
, A

n
g

leto
n

 h
ad

 tak
en

 p
er-

so
n
al ch

arg
e o

f th
e "Israeli acco

u
n
t."•H

e h
ad

 p
lu

ck
ed

 th
at "ac- 

'In
te

llig
e
n
ce

 p
e
rso

n
n
e
l, w

h
o
 like

 to
 ca

ll th
e
ir a

g
e
n
cy "th

e
 C

o
m

p
a
n
y" a

n
d
 its a

g
e
n
ts a

b
ro

a
d
 

"a
sse

ts," a
lso

 re
fe

r to
 co

o
p
e
ra

tin
g
 in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 se
rvice

s a
s "a

cco
u
n
ts" —

 a
s p

a
rt o

f th
e
 jo

cu
la

r 

n
o
tio

n
 th

a
t th

e
y a

re
 a

ll e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 in

 b
u
sin

e
ss. 
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"W
h
y
 d

id
 y

o
u
 re

s
ig

n
?
" I a

s
k
e
d
. 

"I th
in

k th
e
 tim

e
 co

m
e
s to

 a
ll m

e
n
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
y n

o
 lo

n
g
e
r se

rve
 th

e
ir 

c
o
u
n
trie

s
." 

"A
s
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d
 b

y
 w

h
o
m

?
" 

"B
y th

e
m

se
lve

s a
n
d
 th

e
ir su

p
e
rio

rs." 

A
n
o
th

e
r re

p
o
rte

r a
s
k
e
d
, "D

id
 y

o
u
 ju

m
p
 o

r w
e
re

 y
o
u
 p

u
s
h
e
d
?
" 

"
I 

w
a
s
n
't p

u
s
h
e
d
 o

u
t th

e
 w

in
d
o
w

," s
a
id

 A
n
g
le

to
n
 c

ry
p
tic

a
lly

, 

re
ca

llin
g
 h

e
a
ve

n
-kn

e
w

-w
h
a
t co

ve
rt o

p
e
ra

tio
n
 so

m
e
w

h
e
re

 b
a
ck in

 h
is 

th
irty

 y
e
a
rs

 a
s
 a

 s
e
c
re

t a
g
e
n
t. A

n
d
 th

e
n
 th

e
 n

o
n
lin

e
a
r th

in
k
e
r, h

is
 

co
ve

r a
n
d
 ca

re
e
r b

lo
w

n
, stu

m
b
le

d
 in

to
 h

is b
lu

e
 M

e
rce

d
e
s, lo

o
kin

g
 

b
a
c
k
 w

ith
 a

 d
a
z
e
d
 s

m
ile

 a
s
 h

is
 c

a
r le

ft th
e
 d

riv
e
w

a
y
. 

T
h
e
 d

is
c
lo

s
u
re

 th
a
t A

m
e
ric

a
's

 fo
re

ig
n
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 h

a
d
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t h

o
m

e
 its b

a
g
 o

f e
sp

io
n
a
g
e
 tricks to

 p
ra

ctice
 a

g
a
in

st A
m

e
ri-

ca
n
 d

isse
n
te

rs ca
u
se

d
 a

 p
u
b
lic stir in

 a
 w

a
y th

a
t a

 co
ve

rt o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 

a
g
a
in

s
t a

 d
is

ta
n
t S

o
u
th

 A
m

e
ric

a
n
 re

g
im

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
t. It tw

in
g
e
d
 th

e
 

W
a
te

rg
a
te

-ra
w

 "in
v
a
s
io

n
 o

f lib
e
rtie

s
" n

e
rv

e
 th

a
t th

e
 F

o
rd

 a
d
m

in
is

-

tra
tio

n
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 tryin

g
 to

 a
ssu

a
g
e
. M

o
st ja

rrin
g
 to

 P
re

sid
e
n
t F

o
rd

, 

w
h
o
 w

a
s o

n
 a

 skiin
g
 h

o
lid

a
y in

 V
a
il, C

o
lo

ra
d
o
, w

a
s th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
t 

kn
o
w

n
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 C

IA
 im

p
ro

p
rie

tie
s. H

e
 d

e
m

a
n
d
e
d
 o

f th
e
 a

g
e
n
cy a

n
 

im
m

e
d
ia

te
 e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
. C

o
lb

y n
e
e
d
e
d
 o

n
ly to

 p
u
t a

 co
ve

rin
g
 le

tte
r 

o
n
 a

 re
p
o
rt o

f th
e
 C

IA
's

 o
w

n
 in

s
p
e
c
to

r g
e
n
e
ra

l, w
h
ic

h
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

w
ith

h
e
ld

 fro
m

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 fo
r m

o
re

 th
a
n
 tw

o
 ye

a
rs. S

ix p
a
g
e
s 

lo
n
g
, w

ith
 v

o
lu

m
in

o
u
s
 a

n
n
e
x
e
s
, it w

a
s
 re

a
d
y
 tw

o
 d

a
y
s
 la

te
r, o

n
 

C
h
ristm

a
s e

ve
. It co

n
ta

in
e
d
 n

o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t A

n
g
le

to
n
, w

h
o
 w

a
s b

e
in

g
 

fin
g
e
re

d
 fo

r th
e
 p

re
s
s
 th

a
t m

o
rn

in
g
 a

s
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

e
 w

e
re

 th
e
 c

e
n
tra

l 

fig
u
re

. 

C
o
lb

y
 w

ro
te

, "D
e
a
r M

r. P
re

s
id

e
n
t: T

h
is

 re
p
o
rt is

 in
 re

s
p
o
n
s
e
 to

 

yo
u
r co

m
m

e
n
ts o

n
 th

e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk T

im
e
s a

rticle
 o

f D
e
ce

m
b
e
r 2

2
n
d
 

a
lle

g
in

g
 C

IA
 in

v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t in

 a
 'm

a
s
s
iv

e
' d

o
m

e
s
tic

 in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 e

f-

fo
rt ..." T

h
e
 b

u
rd

e
n
 o

f th
e
 C

IA
's

 re
d
-fa

c
e
d
 d

e
fe

n
s
e
 w

a
s
 th

a
t it h

a
d
 

n
o
t b

e
e
n
 "m

a
ssive

." 

C
o
lb

y g
a
ve

 th
e
 re

p
o
rt to

 S
e
cre

ta
ry K

issin
g
e
r, w

h
o
 w

a
s flyin

g
 o

u
t 

to
 V

a
il, a

n
d
 a

ls
o
 to

ld
 K

is
s
in

g
e
r o

f s
o
m

e
 o

th
e
r a

c
tiv

itie
s
 th

a
t th

e
 

a
g
e
n
cy h

a
d
 n

e
ve

r b
e
fo

re
 co

n
fid

e
d
 to

 th
e
 se

cre
ta

ry o
r to

 th
e
 W

h
ite
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C

le
a
rin

g
 th

e
 A

ir 

c
o
u
n
t" fro

m
 th

e
 p

ro
-A

ra
b
 M

id
d
le

 E
a
s
t D

iv
is

io
n
, b

u
t la

te
ly

 h
a
d
 

o
b
s
e
rv

e
d
 a

 g
ro

w
in

g
 p

ro
-A

ra
b
 d

rift in
 h

is
 a

g
e
n
c
y
, fo

r w
h
ic

h
 h

e
 

b
la

m
e
d
 K

issin
g
e
r. O

n
 K

issin
g
e
r's re

q
u
e
st, C

o
lb

y h
a
d
 ca

n
ce

le
d
 a

 trip
 

to
 d

isp
u
te

d
 E

a
st Je

ru
sa

le
m

, d
u
rin

g
 a

 visit to
 Isra

e
l, in

 o
rd

e
r to

 a
vo

id
 

o
ffe

n
d
in

g
 th

e
 A

ra
b
s
. A

n
g
le

to
n
 h

a
d
 re

b
u
k
e
d
 C

o
lb

y
 fo

r y
ie

ld
in

g
 to

 

K
issin

g
e
r a

n
d
 th

u
s o

ffe
n
d
in

g
 th

e
 Isra

e
lis. It w

a
s th

e
n
 th

a
t C

o
lb

y h
a
d
 

c
a
lle

d
 in

 A
n
g
le

to
n
, ta

k
e
n
 a

w
a
y
 th

e
 "Is

ra
e
li a

c
c
o
u
n
t," a

n
d
 to

ld
 h

im
 

th
a
t it w

a
s tim

e
 to

 p
re

p
a
re

 fo
r "n

e
w

 le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
" in

 th
e
 co

u
n
te

rin
te

lli-

g
e
n
ce

 o
ffice

. 

C
o
lb

y
 h

a
d
 a

ls
o
 c

a
s
u
a
lly

 m
e
n
tio

n
e
d
 th

a
t A

n
g
le

to
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 im

-

p
lica

te
d
 in

 a
n
 im

p
e
n
d
in

g
 H

e
rsh

 e
xp

o
se

 o
f th

e
 d

o
m

e
stic su

rve
illa

n
ce

 

a
c
tiv

itie
s
. In

 fa
c
t, th

o
u
g
h
 th

e
 p

ro
g
ra

m
 h

a
d
 n

o
m

in
a
lly

 c
o
m

e
 u

n
d
e
r 

A
n
g
le

to
n
's

 a
u
th

o
rity

, it h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 h

a
n
d
le

d
 b

y
 h

is
 d

e
p
u
ty

, R
ic

h
a
rd

 

O
b
e
r, re

p
o
rtin

g
 d

ire
c
tly

 to
 H

e
lm

s
. A

n
g
le

to
n
, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 w

itn
e
s
s
e
d
 

e
n
o
u
g
h
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 in

trig
u
e
s
 to

 u
n
d
e
rs

ta
n
d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
c
o
m

e
 th

e
 

o
b
je

ct o
f o

n
e
, w

a
s re

a
d
y to

 re
tire

 q
u
ie

tly —
 sta

yin
g
 o

n
 th

e
 p

a
yro

ll fo
r 

a
 tim

e
 a

s a
 "co

n
su

lta
n
t" in

 lin
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 u

su
a
l C

IA
 p

ra
ctice

 o
f e

a
sin

g
 

th
e
 p

a
in

 o
f e

je
ctio

n
 a

n
d
 m

in
im

izin
g
 h

a
za

rd
o
u
s re

se
n
tm

e
n
ts. T

h
e
 le

a
k 

o
f h

is
 re

s
ig

n
a
tio

n
 tw

o
 d

a
y
s
 a

fte
r th

e
 T

im
e
s 

s
to

ry
 h

a
d
 m

a
d
e
 h

im
 

a
p
p
e
a
r th

e
 cu

lp
rit o

f th
e
 sp

yin
g
 o

n
 A

m
e
rica

n
s. T

h
e
 e

p
iso

d
e
 so

u
n
d
e
d
 

like
 m

a
te

ria
l fo

r a
 Jo

h
n
 L

e
 C

a
rre

 n
o
ve

l a
b
o
u
t th

e
 fa

ith
fu

l sp
y th

ro
w

n
 

to
 th

e
 w

o
lve

s to
 sp

a
re

 th
e
 h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs e
m

b
a
rra

ssm
e
n
t. 

A
n
g
le

to
n
 v

o
ic

e
d
 n

o
 o

p
e
n
 c

o
m

p
la

in
t a

b
o
u
t h

is
 tre

a
tm

e
n
t, b

u
t h

e
 

d
e
fe

n
d
e
d
 H

e
lm

s
 w

h
o
, h

e
 s

a
id

, h
a
d
 o

n
ly

 s
ta

rte
d
 k

e
e
p
in

g
 file

s
 o

n
 

A
m

e
rica

n
s b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l in
stru

ctio
n
s. "H

e
lm

s w
a
s d

e
e
p
ly 

v
ic

tim
iz

e
d
," s

a
id

 A
n
g
le

to
n
. "H

e
 w

a
s
 s

e
t u

p
 a

s
 a

 s
c
a
p
e
g
o
a
t fo

r 

N
ix

o
n
." 

It w
a
s n

o
w

 n
o
o
n
, a

n
d
 A

n
g
le

to
n
, still in

 p
a
ja

m
a
s, e

xcu
se

d
 h

im
se

lf 

to
 d

re
ss, sa

yin
g
 h

e
 h

a
d
 to

 g
o
 to

 th
e
 o

ffice
. H

e
 re

p
e
a
te

d
 th

a
t h

e
 co

u
ld

 

n
e
v
e
r a

llo
w

 h
im

s
e
lf to

 b
e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
e
d
, a

n
d
 I c

a
u
tio

n
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

co
u
ld

 h
a
rd

ly a
vo

id
 b

e
in

g
 g

lim
p
se

d
 b

y th
e
 ca

m
e
ra

s still w
a
itin

g
 o

n
 h

is 

la
w

n
. H

e
 sh

ru
g
g
e
d
, d

o
n
n
e
d
 h

is d
ip

lo
m

a
t-style

 b
la

ck co
a
t a

n
d
 fe

d
o
ra

, 

w
a
lke

d
 o

u
t th

e
 fro

n
t d

o
o
r a

n
d
 slo

w
ly a

cro
ss th

e
 la

w
n
, th

e
n
 sto

p
p
e
d
 

d
ire

ctly in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e
 th

re
e
 n

e
tw

o
rk ca

m
e
ra

s a
s th

o
u
g
h
 h

yp
n
o
tize

d
. 

In
 so

m
e
 h

a
ste

 I p
icke

d
 u

p
 o

u
r m

icro
p
h
o
n
e
 lyin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 g

ro
u
n
d
. F

o
u
r 

h
o
u
rs

 o
f A

n
g
le

to
n
 v

ie
w

s
 w

e
re

 in
 m

y
 m

in
d
, b

u
t n

o
t o

n
 film

. 


