
T
h

e
 W

a
s
h

in
g

to
n

 m
e
rry

-g
o

-ro
u

n
d

 	
W

ith
 L

E
S

 W
H

IT
T

E
N

 

Jack A
n

d
erso

n
 

F
7
)4,24/ / g

7
41

7
S

-.  

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
he F

B
I w

ithheld 
fro

m
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 h

u
n
d
red

s 
of docum

ents about the John F
. K

ennedy 
assassin

atio
n
. 

T
h
ese are raw

 F
B

I files, w
h
ich

 th
e 

c
o
m

m
issio

n
 re

q
u
e
ste

d
 b

u
t n

e
v
e
r 

re
c
e
iv

e
d
. T

h
e
y
 c

o
n
ta

in
 n

o
 sta

rtlin
g
 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 th

a
t w

ill o
v
e
rtu

rn
 th

e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
's v

erd
ict, b

u
t th

ey
 rev

eal 
intim

ately how
 the F

B
I handled its m

ost 
im

p
o
rtan

t case. 
In

 th
e m

arg
in

s o
f so

m
e su

p
p
ressed

 
m

e
m

o
s, th

e
 la

te
 F

B
I c

h
ie

f, J. E
d
g
a
r 

H
o
o
v
er, scrib

b
led

 cau
stic co

m
m

en
ts in

 
b
lu

e
 in

k
. H

e
 w

a
s c

ritic
a
l o

f a
lm

o
st 

ev
ery

o
n
e in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
, 

fro
m

 D
allas p

o
lice ch

ief Jesse C
u
rry

 to
 

P
resident L

yndon Johnson. 
C

onfidential notes kept by one top F
B

I 
o
fficial, fo

r ex
am

p
le, q

u
o
te H

o
o
v
er as 

w
arn

in
g
: "Jo

h
n
so

n
 m

ay
 b

eco
m

e v
ery

 
d
ictato

rial. W
e m

u
st k

eep
 o

u
r g

u
ard

 
up.,, 

S
o
u
rces fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e su

p
p
ressed

 
d
o
c
u
m

e
n
ts sa

y
 th

e
 c

o
n
te

n
ts w

e
re

 
su

m
m

a
riz

e
d
 a

n
d
 su

b
m

itte
d
 to

 th
e
 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
. B

u
t th

ere w
ere 

so
m

e
 su

b
tle

, p
e
rh

a
p
s d

e
lib

e
ra

te
, 

o
m

issio
n
s. 

T
h
e
 d

o
c
u
m

e
n
ts sh

o
w

 th
a
t H

o
o
v
e
r 

b
ro

u
g
h
t p

ressu
re o

n
 h

is su
b
o
rd

in
ates to

 
rush out a prelim

inary report on the F
B

I 
in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 

P
resid

en
t's b

ro
th

er, R
o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
, 

retu
rn

ed
 to

 his post as A
ttorney G

eneral. 
T

he confidential notes quote H
oover as 

in
stru

ctin
g
 h

is su
b
o
rd

in
ates to

 g
et th

e 
rep

o
rt o

u
t o

f th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t 
"b

efo
re B

o
b

b
y
 g

ets b
ack

." 
A

p
p
aren

tly
, th

e F
B

I ch
ief also

 feared
 

D
e
p
u
ty

 A
tto

rn
e
y
 G

e
n
e
ra

l N
ic

h
o
la

s 
K

a
tz

e
n
b
a
c
h
 m

ig
h
t ta

m
p
e
r w

ith
 th

e
 

re
p
o
rt b

e
fo

re
 fo

rw
a
rd

in
g
 it to

 th
e
 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
. H

o
o
v
er to

ld
 h

is 
aid

es to
 alert P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
's m

ajo
r 

dom
o, W

alter Jenkins. 
"L

et Jen
k
in

s k
n
o
w

 after rep
o
rt is o

u
t 

o
f o

u
r h

an
d
s," H

o
o
v
er d

irected
. "L

et 
Jenkins know

 w
hat K

atzenbach is doing. 
M

ig
h
t c

a
u
se

 lo
n
g
 d

e
la

y
. M

u
st n

o
t 

co
n
sid

er an
y
 alteratio

n
." 

T
h
irte

e
n
 d

a
y
s
 a

fte
r P

re
s
id

e
n
t  

K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as g
u
n
n
ed

 d
o
w

n
 in

 D
allas, 

H
o
o
v
er d

eliv
ered

 a d
etailed

 rep
o
rt to

 
K

atzenbach nam
ing L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

as th
e assassin

. K
atzen

b
ach

 k
ep

t it fo
u
r 

d
a
y
s b

e
fo

re
 su

b
m

ittin
g
 it to

 th
e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
. 

T
h
e cru

sty
, o

ld
 G

-m
an

 w
as fu

rio
u
s at 

th
e D

allas p
o

lice ch
ief, m

ean
w

h
ile, fo

r 
le

a
k
in

g
 th

e
 sto

ry
 th

a
t th

e
 F

B
I h

a
d
 

in
v
estig

ated
 O

sw
ald

 b
u
t h

ad
 failed

 to
 

alert th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice, 
"T

h
is is lo

w
e
st le

v
e
l in

 h
isto

ry
 o

f 
B

u
re

a
u
 sin

c
e
 I h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 d

ire
c
to

r," 
H

o
o
v
e
r la

m
e
n
te

d
, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 

confidential notes. 

O
ctober 26, 1909. O

n this day, G
6 years 

a
g
o
, S

e
c
o
n
d
 L

ie
u
te

n
a
n
t F

re
d
e
ric

 
H

um
phreys m

ade the first solo flight by 
an A

rm
y A

viator. It w
as at C

ollege P
ark, 

M
d

. H
e circled

 th
e field

 tw
ice in

 th
ree 

m
in

u
tes. T

h
en

 h
e fo

llo
w

ed
 it w

ith
 an

 
eig

h
t m

in
u
te flig

h
t, a g

reat feat in
 th

o
se 

early days of conquering the air. 

O
ctober 27, 1858. O

n this day, 117 years 
ag

o
, T

h
eo

d
o
re R

o
o
sev

elt w
as b

o
rn

 in
 

N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity. H
e w

as a m
an of m

any 
ta

le
n
ts: w

rite
r, p

o
litic

ia
n
, so

ld
ie

r, 
ra

n
c
h
e
r. H

e
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 a

 v
e
ry

 p
o
p
u
la

r 
fig

u
re w

h
en

 h
e o

rg
an

ized
 h

is fam
o
u
s 

R
o
u
g
h
 R

id
e
rs d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 S

p
a
n
ish

 
A

m
erican W

ar. A
s our 26th P

resident, he 
w

as a great conservationist. H
e said that 

h
e
 b

e
lie

v
e
d
 th

e
 g

r
e
a
te

s
t 

acco
m

p
lish

m
en

t o
f h

is reg
im

e w
as th

e 
co

n
stru

ctio
n
 o

f th
e P

an
am

a C
an

al. H
e 

v
isite

d
 P

a
n
a
m

a
 in

 1
9
0
6
, th

e
 first 

P
resid

en
t to

 trav
el to

 a fo
reig

n
 co

u
n
try

 
w

hile in office. 

H
e co

n
ten

d
ed

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 n
ev

er 
b
een

 seen
 w

ith
 firearm

s, h
ad

 w
ritten

 n
o
 

h
ate letters ag

ain
st U

.S
. lead

ers. A
s a 

fo
rm

er d
efecto

r, h
e also

 k
n
ew

 h
e w

as a 
m

a
rk

e
d
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
m

 th
e
 F

B
I w

a
s 

w
atch

in
g

, 
"W

ith
 th

at b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
," g

ru
m

b
led

 
H

oover, "how
 could he be security risk? 

N
o
 in

d
icatio

n
 o

f v
io

len
ce so

 far as o
u
r 

reco
rd

s sh
o
w

 . . .O
sw

ald
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e 
h
o
llered

 false arrest if w
e h

ad
 arrested

 
h
im

." 
T

h
e F

B
I ch

ief co
m

m
en

ted
 th

at C
h
ief 

Ju
stice E

arl W
arren

, w
h
o
 h

ead
ed

 th
e 

com
m

ission, "w
ould have been first one 

to
 h

o
ller" ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's rig
h
ts. C

itin
g
 

th
e
 c

ritic
ism

 o
f th

e
 F

B
I, H

o
o
v
e
r 

co
m

m
en

ted
: "T

h
is is o

n
e o

f th
e ro

u
g
h
 

o
n
es." 
H

e
 f

e
lt, th

e
r
e
f
o
r
e
. th

a
t 

P
re

s
id

e
n
t J

o
h
n
s
o
n
 s

h
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 

en
d
o
rsed

 th
e F

B
I rep

o
rt. "P

resid
en

t 
sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 b

a
c
k
e
d
 u

p
 re

p
o
rt,"

 
c
o
m

p
la

in
e
d
 th

e
 G

-m
a
n
, "b

a
se

d
 o

n
 

ev
id

en
ce g

ath
ered

 b
y
 F

B
I." 

In
 p

riv
ate rem

ark
s th

at w
ere n

ev
er 

intended to be repeated outside his inner 
circle, h

e m
ad

e d
ep

reciatin
g
 rem

ark
s 

n
o
t o

n
ly

 ab
o
u
t P

resid
en

t Jo
h
n
so

n
 

b
u

t 
about S

enator B
arry G

oldw
ater, R

-A
riz., 

w
h
o
 w

as th
en

 p
rep

arin
g
 to

 ru
n
 ag

ain
st 

L
B

J for the presidency. 

"G
o
ld

w
ater h

as n
o
 so

u
n
d
 ad

v
isers 

aro
u
n
d
 h

im
," H

o
o
v
er n

o
ted

. B
u
t h

is 
co

m
m

en
t o

n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 was m

ore deadly. 
"L

B
J's sp

e
e
c
h
e
s a

re
 d

u
ll," sa

id
 th

e
 

G
-m

an
. 

T
h
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ad

o
p
ted

 a 
reso

lu
tio

n
, m

ean
w

h
ile, callin

g
 fo

r "th
e 

raw
 m

aterials u
p
o
n
 w

h
ich

 an
y
 rep

o
rts 

g
iv

e
n
 to

 th
e
 c

o
m

m
issio

n
 a

re
 b

a
se

d
, 

to
g
e
th

e
r w

ith
 a

ll ra
w

 m
a
te

ria
ls a

n
d
 

re
p
o
rts re

la
tin

g
 to

 th
e
 w

o
rk

 o
f th

e
 

com
m

ission since the date of any and all 
earlier rep

o
rts." 

J. L
ee R

an
k
in

, th
e g

en
eral co

u
n
sel, 

fo
llo

w
ed

 u
p
 w

ith
 a "D

ear E
d
g
ar" letter 

to the F
B

I chief requesting the raw
 files 

"a
s p

ro
m

p
tly

 a
s p

o
ssib

le
." B

u
t th

e
y
 

w
ere n

ev
er d

eliv
ered

.–  
A

 co
m

m
issio

n
 law

y
er, rem

em
b
erin

g
 

those days m
ore than a decade ago, told  

u
s: "N

o
b
o
d
y
 ev

er g
o
t th

e F
B

I's o
w

n
 

files." In
 1

9
6

3
4

4
, an

o
th

er staff m
em

b
er 

p
o
in

te
d
 o

u
t, th

e
 F

B
I "c

o
u
ld

 d
o
 n

o
 

w
ro

n
g
," so

 n
o
 o

n
e p

ressed
 to

o
 h

ard
 fo

r 
th

eir in
tern

al reco
rd

s. 
N

o
w

 1
2
 y

e
a
rs a

fte
r th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 

assassin
atio

n
, a fascin

atin
g
 sto

ry
 is still 

lo
ck

ed
 in

 F
B

I files aw
aitin

g
 a p

u
b
lic 

reo
p
en

in
g
. W

e w
ill tell p

art o
f th

e sto
ry

 
in

 fu
tu

re
 c

o
lu

m
n
s. S

e
n
. R

ic
h
a
rd

 
S

c
h
w

e
ik

e
r, R

-P
a
., c

h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 

S
e
n
a
te

 In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 su

b
c
o
m

m
itte

e
 

in
v
e
stig

a
tin

g
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, is 

seeking the full story from
 the F

B
I. 

F
o
o
tn

o
te

: F
B

I sp
o
k
e
sm

e
n
 sto

u
tly

' 
d
efen

d
ed

 th
e F

B
I's fin

d
in

g
s an

d
 th

e 
th

o
ro

u
g
h
n
ess o

f th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
. T

h
ey

 
c
o
n
c
e
d
e
d
 th

a
t "

in
fo

rm
a
tiv

e
"
 a

n
d
 

"d
elib

erativ
e" m

em
o

s w
ere n

o
t g

iv
en

 to
 

th
e co

m
m

issio
n
. B

u
t "ev

ery
th

in
g
 th

ey
 

n
eed

ed
 w

as g
iv

en
 th

em
. T

h
ey

 h
ad

 all 
they w

anted to m
ake their findings." 


