
W
arren C

om
m

ission S
uspected FB

I C
over-U

p 
W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
-1

n
 e

a
rlie

r co
lu

m
n
s, w

e
 

re
p
o
rte

d
 th

a
t th

e
 F

B
I d

e
fie

d
 a

 W
a
rre

n
 

C
om

m
ission resolution and held back 

in
te

rn
a
l d

o
cu

m
e
n
ts a

b
o
u
t th

e
 Jo

h
n
 F

. 

K
ennedy assassination. 

T
h
e
 co

m
m

issio
n
, a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 its 

o
w

n
 in

te
rn

a
l m

e
m

o
s, su

sp
e
cte

d
 th

is 
fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
g
in

n
in

g
. 

E
arly in 1964, for exam

ple, the com
-

m
ission obtained from

 the Justice D
e-

p
a
rtm

e
n
t tw

o
 F

B
I m

e
m

o
s th

a
t co

u
ld

 
not he found in the com

m
ission's files. 

S
ta

ff a
tto

rn
e
y C

h
a
rle

s S
h
a
ffe

r, la
te

r 
to

 g
a
in

 n
a
tio

n
a
l p

ro
m

in
e
n
ce

 a
s Jo

h
n
 

D
e
a
n
's W

a
te

rg
a
te

 la
w

ye
r, d

e
cla

re
d
 in

 
a
 co

n
fid

e
n
tia

l m
e
m

o
: 

"I a
m

 m
o
ra

lly ce
rta

in
 th

a
t n

e
ith

e
r 

o
f (th

e
 m

e
m

o
s) h

a
s b

e
e
n
 tra

n
sm

itte
d
 

to
 (g

e
n
e
ra

l co
u
n
se

l J. L
e
e
) R

a
n
kin

 a
s 

th
e
y p

ro
p
e
rly sh

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
. A

c-
co

rd
in

g
ly, I a

m
 d

istu
rb

e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 b

u
-

re
a
u
 is co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 (a

n
) in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
• 

and not furnishing us w
ith the results. 

"K
n
o
w

in
g
 th

e
 b

u
re

a
u
 a

s w
e
 d

o
, I 

su
g
g
e
st th

e
 m

a
tte

r b
e
 in

fo
rm

a
lly d

is-
cu

sse
d
 w

ith
 th

e
ir re

p
re

se
n
ta

tive
 in

 

co
n
ta

ct w
ith

 th
e
 co

m
m

issio
n
. In

 th
is 

w
ay, the m

atter can be. corrected w
ith 

th
e
 le

a
st a

m
o
u
n
t o

f frictio
n
." 

R
A

N
K

IN
 R

E
P

L
IE

D
 in

 a
 h

a
n
d
-

w
ritte

n
 scra

w
l th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 "n

o
te

d
 a

n
d
 

ta
lk

e
d
" w

ith
 th

e
 F

B
I lia

is
o
n
 m

a
n
 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 m

issin
g
 d

o
cu

m
e
n
ts o

n
 Ja

n
. 

14. 1964. N
onetheless, hundreds of in-

te
rn

a
l m

e
m

o
s w

e
re

 w
ith

h
e
ld

 fro
m

 th
e
 

co
m

m
issio

n
. 

T
he com

m
ission attorneys also sus-

p
e
cte

d
—

co
rre

ctly, it n
o
w

 tu
rn

s o
u
t 

th
a
t th

e
 F

B
I w

a
s
n
't le

v
e
lin

g
 w

ith
 

th
e
m

 a
b
o
u
t its co

n
ta

cts w
ith

 th
e
 K

e
n
-

nedy assassin, Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald. 

O
n
e
 o

f th
e
m

, N
o
rm

a
n
 R

e
d
lich

, n
o
w

 
d
e
a
n
 o

f th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk U

n
ive

rsity L
a
w

 
S

ch
o
o
l, d

isco
ve

re
d
 a

 sta
rtlin

g
 o

m
is-

sio
n
 in

 a
n
 F

B
I su

m
m

a
ry o

f th
e
 co

n
-

te
n
ts o

f O
sw

a
ld

's n
o
te

b
o
o
k. T

h
e
 F

B
I 

n
e
g
le

cte
d
 to

 m
e
n
tio

n
 th

a
t o

n
e
 o

f its 

agents, Jam
es H

osty, w
as listed in the 

notebook. 
T

h
is a

lso
 d

istu
rb

e
d
 a

n
o
th

e
r sta

ff a
t-

to
rn

e
y, H

o
w

a
rd

 W
ilie

n
s, w

h
o
 w

ro
te

 
R

a
n
kin

 in
 th

e
 stricte

st co
n
fid

e
n
ce

 o
n
 

F
eb. 13, 1964: "1 share everyone's con-

ce
rn

 th
a
t th

is is a
 m

a
tte

r o
f g

re
a
t im

-

p
o
rta

n
ce

." H
e
 u

rg
e
d
 R

a
n
kin

 to
 d

e
--

!n
a
n
d
 a

 "fu
ll e

x
p
la

n
a
tio

n
" fro

m
 th

e
 

F
B

I. 
A

 w
e
e
k la

te
r, R

a
n
kin

 w
ro

te
 to

 F
B

I 
D

ire
cto

r J.. E
d
g
a
r H

o
o
ve

r th
a
t "th

e
 

com
m

ission w
ould like to be inform

ed 

o
f th

e
 circu

m
sta

n
ce

s su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 th

is 
o
m

issio
n
," in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
s- o

f 

those w
ho ordered it. 

A
n
 o

u
tra

g
e
d
 H

o
m

ie
r fire

d
 b

a
ck th

e
 

a
sto

n
ish

in
g
 e

xp
la

n
a
tio

n
 th

a
t H

o
sty's 

n
a
m

e
 w

a
s o

m
itte

d
 b

e
ca

u
se

 it w
a
sn

't 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 b

y th
e
 co

m
m

issio
n
 a

s a
n
 in

-
ve

stig
a
tive

 le
a
d
." 

H
o
o
ve

r a
d
d
e
d
 crisp

ly, if n
o
t co

r-
re

ctly: "T
h
is B

u
re

a
u
 fro

m
 th

e
 b

e
g
in

-
n
in

g
 o

f th
is in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 h

a
d
 d

e
ve

l-
o
p
e
d
 a

n
d
 re

p
o
rte

d
 a

ll --a
va

ila
b
le

 a
n
d
 

re
le

va
n
t fa

cts a
n
d
 it w

ill co
n
tin

u
e
 to

 

• 
d
o
 so

." 

M
e
a
n
w

h
ile

, D
a
lla

s C
o
u
n
ty's d

istrict 

attorney, H
enry W

ade, reported to the 
W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

h
e
a
rd

 O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s a

n
 F

B
I in

fo
rm

a
n
t. 

H
O

O
V

E
R

 E
X

P
L
O

D
E

D
 w

ith
 ra

g
e
. 

H
e scribbled som

e sizzling com
m

ents 
about W

ade, a form
er F

B
I undercover 

agent, in the m
argins of m

em
os w

hich 
w

ere never show
n to the com

m
ission. 

W
hat he sent to the com

m
ission w

as 

a
 sw

o
rn

, d
e
ta

ile
d
 a

ffid
a
vit d

e
n
yin

g
 

that O
sw

ald had ever been an F
B

I in-
fo

rm
a
n
t. B

u
t th

is d
id

n
't sa

tisfy o
n
e
 

sta
ff a

tto
rn

e
y. L

e
o
n
 D

. H
u
b
e
rt, Jr., 

w
h
o
 p

o
in

te
d
 o

u
t in

 a
 c

o
n
fid

e
n
tia

l 

m
e
m

o
: 

"M
r. H

o
o
ve

r's a
ffid

a
vit . 	

covers 
his know

ledge, but it can only do that. 

W
hat about an affidavit of the head of 

th
e
 se

cu
rity d

ivisio
n
 a

t h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs, 
F

B
I, W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
?
 H

e
 sh

o
u
ld

 kn
o
w

 
w

h
o
 is o

r w
h
o
 is n

o
t a

n
 in

fo
rm

a
n
t ... 

"It sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 n

o
te

d
 th

a
t p

a
ym

e
n
t in

 
m

o
n
e
y is n

o
t th

e
 o

n
ly w

a
y to

 e
n
g
a
g
e
 

a
n
 in

fo
rm

a
n
t. I d

o
 n

o
t th

in
k th

e
re

 is 
a
n
y ch

ica
n
e
ry h

e
re

; b
u
t fo

r th
e
 sa

ke
 

o
f a

 p
e
rfe

c
t re

c
o
rd

, re
fu

tin
g
 th

e
 

ru
m

o
r, I m

a
ke

 th
e
se

 co
m

m
e
n
ts." 

R
a
n
k
in

 trie
d
 to

 b
rin

g
 th

e
 c

o
n
flic

t 

w
ith

 H
o
o
ve

r to
 a

 h
e
a
d
, a

s g
e
n
tly a

s 
p
o
ssib

le
, o

n
 M

a
rch

 2
6
, 1

9
6
4
. R

a
n
kin

 

p
ra

ise
d
 th

e
 F

B
I ch

ie
f fo

r b
e
in

g
 "m

o
st  

co
o
p
e
ra

tive
," th

e
n
 h

it w
ith

 3
0
 b

lo
ck-

buster questions. 

"W
h
a
t w

a
s th

e
 F

B
I e

va
lu

a
tio

n
 o

f 
O

sw
a
ld

?
 . . W

h
y d

id
 th

e
 F

B
I m

a
ke

 
three attem

pts w
ithin eight days (O

ct. 

29 to N
ov. 5, 1963) to locate O

sw
ald? .. 

. W
e
re

 a
n
y fu

rth
e
r e

ffo
rts m

a
d
e
 b

e
-

tw
een N

ov. 5 and N
ov. 22 to locate O

s-
w

a
ld

, a
n
d
 if n

o
t, w

h
y n

o
t?

" 

L
IK

E
 B

O
M

B
S

 h
ittin

g
 a

ro
u
n
d
 a

 ta
r-

get, the questions alm
ost exploded the 

secrets that the F
B

I has buried for 12 
years. B

ut H
oover, if he knew

 that O
s-

w
ald had delivered a threatening note 

to
 th

e
 F

B
I o

ffice
 in

 D
a
lla

s le
ss th

a
n
 a

 
w

eek before assassinating P
resident 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y, d

id
n
't re

ve
a
l it to

 th
e
 W

a
r-

ren C
om

m
ission. 

"A
t th

e
 o

u
tse

t," H
o
o
ve

r, w
ro

te
 "I 

w
ish to em

phasize that the facts avail-

a
b
le

 to
 th

e
 F

B
I co

n
ce

rn
in

g
 L

e
e
 H

a
r-

vey O
sw

ald prior to the assassination 
d
id

 n
o
t in

d
ica

te
 in

 a
n
y w

a
y th

a
t h

e
 

w
as or w

ould be a threat to P
resident 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 ... 

"In
 th

e
 a

b
se

n
ce

 o
f a

n
y in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
. 

s
h
o
w

in
g
 O

s
w

a
ld

 to
 b

e
 a

 p
o
s
5
ib

lo
 

th
re

a
t to

 th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t, th

e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 

/ basis to inform
 the S

ecret S
ervice con-

cerning O
sw

ald's presence (*em
ploy- 

m
e
n
t in

 D
a
lla

s:" 	
• 

W
e have had access at least to som

e 
o
f th

e
 m

a
te

ria
l th

a
t th

e
 'F

B
I s

u
p
. 

pressed. W
e have found nothing that 

w
o
u
ld

 ch
a
n
g
e
 th

e
 o

fficia
l ve

rd
ict th

a
t 

O
sw

a
ld

, a
ctin

g
 a

lo
n
e
, g

u
n
n
e
d
 d

a
w

n
 

P
resident K

ennedy. 
T

he purpose of the cover-up, appar-
e
n
tly, w

a
s to

 sp
a
re

 th
e
 F

B
I a

n
y e

m
-

b
a
rra

ssm
e
n
t, 

J
a
c
k
 

A
n

d
e
rs

o
n

 
w

ith
 

L
e
s W

h
itte

n
 


