
wasHommn 
H

o
u

se p
a
n

el in
v
estig

a
tin

g
 

n
ew

 lea
d

s in
 K

in
g
 m

u
rd

er 
M

ER
R

Y- G
O

- R
O

U
N

O
 

\3-1 t 
—

 F
or the next year, R

ay "tra-
veled across the U

nited S
tates, 

lived in m
ore than a dozen cities 

an
d

 trav
eled

 in
 fo

u
r fo

reig
n

 
countries ... A

 conservative esti- 
m

ate of his total expense w
ould 

be at least $7,000. R
ay him

self 
estim

ates that he spent at least 
$9,500." T

hose w
ho did business 

w
ith

 h
im

 recall th
at "h

e o
ften

 
p
aid

 fo
r item

s w
ith

 n
ew

 $
2
0
 

bills." T
he H

ouse A
ssassinations 

C
om

m
ittee "intends to investig-

ate the sources of R
ay's funds in 

general and of those $20 billions 
in particular." 

—
 R

ay opened a safety deposit 
b

o
x

 in
 a B

irm
in

g
h

am
 b

an
k

 in
 

A
ugust, 1967, and closed it four 

m
onths later. B

ank records show
 

the box w
as closed by som

eone 
living in B

aton R
ouge, L

a. Y
et 

R
ay w

as living in L
os A

ngeles at 
th

e
 tim

e
. T

h
e
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
,, 

therefore, is investigating "w
ho 

in B
aton R

ouge aided R
ay by 

closing that safety deposit box." 
—

 
T

h
e
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
 h

a
si 

received unverified reports that 
R

a
y

 w
a
s in

 to
u

c
h

 w
ith

 th
e
 

B
everly H

ills office of L
itton In- 

dustries in C
alifornia. W

hile he 
w

as posing as E
ric G

alt, he also 
listed as his previous em

ployer a 
P

ascagoula, M
iss., shipbuilding 

com
pany ow

ned by L
itton Indus- 

tries. T
h

e in
v

estig
ato

rs are 
checking 'w

hether there is any 
relationship betw

een R
ay and 

b
y
 Jack

 A
n
d
erso

n
 

and L
es W

hitten 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 N
ine years 

ag
o

, th
e R

ev
. M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
K

ing, Jr., spiritual leader of the 
civil rights m

ovem
ent, w

as gun-
n

ed
 d

o
w

n
 in

 M
em

p
h

is. A
n

 
escap

ed
 co

n
v

ict n
am

ed
 Jam

es 
E

arl R
ay

 w
as n

ailed
 fo

r th
e 

m
urder. 
Y

et nagging suspicions per-
sisted

 th
at h

e m
ay

 h
av

e b
een

 
hired by others. T

he public doubt 
fin

ally
 fo

rced
 a Ju

stice D
ep

t. 
task force to review

 the case. It 
h

as n
o

w
 co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
at R

ay
 

"w
as th

e 
a
ssa

ssin
 an

d
 th

at h
e 

acted alone." 
H

ouse investigators, how
ever, 

h
av

e ch
allen

g
ed

 th
e Ju

stice 
D

ept.'s findings. In a confiden-
tial, 16-page analysis, they have 
pointed out significant inconsis-
tencies and om

issions-in the task 
force report_ 

T
hey note that the task force 

h
ad

 a "m
u

ltitu
d

e o
f lead

s" to
 

pursue, yet interview
ed only 30; 

people. "T
hirty interview

s could 
h

ard
ly

 scratch
 th

e su
rface," 

declares the analysis. "A
 detec-

tiv
e in

v
estig

atin
g

 a co
m

m
o

n
 

street crim
e m

ay
 v

ery
 lik

ely
 

conduct m
ore interview

s." 
T

he H
ouse investigators don't 

p
reten

d
 th

at th
ey

 h
av

e so
lv

ed
 

the case. B
ut they have set forth 

their clues in a fascinating secret 
rep

o
rt, stam

p
ed

 "S
en

sitiv
e."  

1,1 M
e C

S
 C

.Isy (4_ 

H
e
re

 a
re

 th
e
 h

ig
h
lig

h
ts, in

 
chronological order 

—
 W

hile R
ay w

as serving tim
e 

in the M
issouri state penitenti-

ary
, h

e to
ld

 cellm
ates th

at h
e 

w
ould kill K

ing "if the price w
as 

right." R
ay also w

as quoted as 
saying he intended to seek out a 
"b

u
sin

essm
en

's asso
ciatio

n
" 

w
h
ich

 alleg
ed

ly
 h

ad
 o

ffered
 

$100,000 for K
ing's m

urder. 
—

 O
n

 A
p

ril 2
3

, 1
9

6
7

, R
ay

 
escaped from

 the prison by hid-
ing in a large bread box, w

hich 
w

as lo
ad

ed
 o

n
 a b

ak
ery

 tru
ck

 
T

he congressional investigators 
are trying to find out "w

hether 
anyone aided R

ay in his escape 
and w

hether this assistance w
as 

c
o

n
n

e
c
te

d
"
 to

 th
e
 K

in
g

 
assassination. 

T
h
e escap

ee h
ad

 im
m

ed
iate 

access to
 false id

en
tities. H

e 
posed alternately as E

ric G
alt, 

R
am

o
n

 Q
eo

rg
e S

n
ey

d
, P

au
l 

B
rid

g
m

an
 an

d
 Jo

h
n

 W
illard

. 
"T

hese aliases correspond to the 
nam

es of real m
en, all of w

hom
 

liv
ed

 clo
se to

 o
n

e an
o

th
er in

 
suburban T

oronto," report the 
investigators. "In addition, three 
o

u
t o

f th
e fo

u
r b

ear p
h

y
sical 

resem
b

lan
ces to

 R
ay

." G
alt 

"ev
en

 h
ad

 scars in
 th

e sam
e 

location as did R
ay, the forehead 

an
d
 rig

h
t p

alm
." T

h
e H

o
u
se 

sleuths w
ant to know

 "w
hether 

R
ay received any help in obtain-

ing these aliases." 

L
itton Industries." 
—

 T
he late W

illiam
 S

artor, a 
jo

u
rn

a
lis

t, a
lle

g
e
d
 th

a
t 

organized crim
e figures had ac-

cepted a $300,000 contract on 
K

in
g

s life fro
m

 a rig
h

t-w
in

g
 

racist group. A
ccording to S

ar-
tor, R

ay got in touch w
ith these 

m
en in N

ew
 O

rleans. T
he com

-
m

ittee is seeking "all evidentiary 
m

aterials that m
ight support or 

refute M
r. S

artor's report." 
—

 
A

 w
itn

ess h
as to

ld
 in

-
vestigators that he overheard a 
telephone conversation on the 
afternoon of the K

ing assassina-
tion. "F

rank L
iberto, a person 

w
ill alleg

ed
 o

rg
an

ized
 crim

e 
co

n
n

ectio
n

s, said
: 'S

h
o

o
t th

e 
b
astard

. O
n
 it th

is aftern
o
o
n
. 

Shoot him
, even if you have to do 

it on the balcony, just do it."' 
—

 
T

h
e
 c

o
m

m
itte

e
 h

a
s 

receiv
ed

 "in
d

ep
en

d
en

t co
r-

roborations" of a possible L
iber-

to link. A
 w

itness told of a B
ir-

m
ingham

, A
la, gun shop ow

ner 
w

ho, before the ascaR
sination, 

pointed to a rifle and said: "T
his 

is the gun that is going to kill 
M

artin L
uther' K

ing." L
ater the 

w
itness saw

 the gun shop ow
ner 

"in
 th

e co
m

p
an

y
 o

f R
ay

 an
d
 

L
iberto." T

he secret report de-
scribes L

iberto as "a target of 
the com

m
ittee's investigation." 

T
he M

em
phis police set up a 

surveillance post in a firehouse 
o

v
erlo

o
k

in
g

 th
e m

o
tel w

h
ere 

K
ing spent his last fateful hours. 

C
uriously, tw

o black firem
en. 

N
o
rv

ell W
allace an

d
 F

lo
y
d
 

N
ew

sum
, w

ere w
ithdraw

n from
 

the post. T
hen a black police-

m
an

, E
d

w
ard

 R
ed

d
itt, w

as 
called off the surveillance. T

he 
co

m
m

ittee "h
as b

eg
u
n
 to

 in
-

vestigate these incidents." 

—
 R

ay fled to T
oronto after 

the assassination. H
e applied for 

C
an

ad
ian

 b
irth

 certificates 
'under the nam

es of P
aul B

ridg-
m

an and R
am

on G
eorge S

neyd. 
H

e finally obtained a birth cer-
tificate and passport in S

neyd's 
nam

e. T
he H

ouse investigators 
are checking "the procedU

res 
used by R

ay in securing these 
docum

ents" T
hey w

ant to know
 

w
hether he could have obtained 

them
 "w

ithout the assistance of 
som

e presently unidentified per-
son or persons." 

T
h
e in

v
estig

ato
rs are also

 
chasing dow

n a num
ber of other 

leads. T
hey are undeterred by 

the cold w
ater that the Justice 

D
ept. tried to throw

 on their in-
vestigation. It w

as the Justice 
D

ept, they point out, "that super-
vised the initial investigation. 
T

he review
 w

as substantially a 
study of the existing paperw

ork 
and not a reinvestigation." 

0:pyrighl. 1977 thief Fenny Syrdicar. 


