
W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 M

e
r
r
y
-g

o
-r

o
u

n
d

 
B

y
 J

a
ck

 A
n

d
erso

n
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 T
w

o m
onths ago, 

S
alv

ato
re B

rig
u
g
lio

 w
as g

u
n
n
ed

 d
o
w

n
, 

g
a
n
g
la

n
d
-sty

le
, o

n
 th

e
 stre

e
ts o

f 

M
an

h
attan

. H
is m

u
rd

er, w
h
ich

 rem
ain

s 
u
n
so

lv
ed

, w
as n

o
 o

rd
in

ary
 m

o
b
 h

it. H
e 

w
as a k

ey
 su

sp
ect in

 th
e Jim

m
y
 H

o
ffa 

case. 
O

sten
sib

le, B
rig

u
g
lio

 w
as a b

u
sin

ess 

agent for T
eam

sters L
ocal 560 in U

nion 

C
ity

, N
.J. B

u
t h

is real d
u
ties ap

p
aren

tly
 

w
ere m

o
re o

m
in

o
u
s; h

e w
as a rep

u
ted

 
"b

u
tto

n
 m

an
" fo

r th
e n

o
to

rio
u
s "T

o
n
y
 

P
ro

." T
h
e latter, k

n
o
w

n
 m

o
re fo

rm
ally

 

as A
n
th

o
n
y
 P

ro
v
en

zan
o
, is th

e b
o
ss o

f 
j,o

cal 5
6
0
 an

d
 an

 id
en

tified
 m

em
b
er o

f 

the M
afia. 

T
ony P

ro is also a suspect in the H
offa 

in
v
estig

atio
n
. H

is late asso
ciate w

as 

sh
o
t, u

n
io

n
 so

u
rces b

eliev
e, b

ecau
se he 

talked too m
uch. 

M
en like P

rovenzano and B
riguglio in-

fe
st th

e
 la

b
o
r u

n
io

n
s in

 A
m

e
ric

a
. 

S
ev

eral lo
cals h

av
e b

een
 tak

en
 o

v
er b

y
 

m
o
b
sters, h

o
o
d
lu

m
s, w

h
o
 h

av
e tu

rn
ed

 
them

 into crim
inal pow

er bases. 
A

s p
art o

f o
u
r co

n
tin

u
in

g
 rep

o
rts o

n
 

o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e, w

e h
av

e b
een

 w
ritin

g
 

lately
 ab

o
u
t lab

o
r rack

eteerin
g
. O

u
r fin

-
d
in

g
s h

av
e b

een
 reaffirm

ed
 b

y
 Ju

stice 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

rg
an

ized
 crim

e ex
p
erts, 

w
ho have just testified before the S

enate 

In
v
e
stig

a
tio

n
s C

o
m

m
itte

e
. T

h
e
ir 

m
essag

e, d
eliv

ered
 in

 g
rim

 lan
g
u
ag

e, 

w
a
s c

le
a
r: L

a
b
o
r ra

c
k
e
te

e
rin

g
 is 

flourishing in A
m

erica. 
R

o
b
ert S

tew
art, h

ead
 o

f th
e N

ew
ark

, 
N

.J., o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e strik

e fo
rce, sh

ed
 

new
 light on H

offa's disappearance. A
p- p

aren
tly

, H
o
ffa w

as liq
u
id

ated
 b

y
 th

e 

m
o
b
sters h

e h
ad

 b
efrien

d
ed

 d
u
rin

g
 h

is 
rise to pow

er in the T
eam

sters U
nion. 

N
o
t lo

n
g
 after h

e v
an

ish
ed

, rep
o
rted

 

S
te

w
a
rt, "th

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 fo

c
u
se

d
 

u
p
o
n
 su

sp
ects A

 an
d
 D

." O
u
r so

u
rces 

id
en

tified
 th

e tw
o
 m

y
sterio

u
s su

sp
ects 

as P
rovenzano and B

riguglio. 
T

ony P
ro has alw

ays lived by the gun. 

H
e seized

 co
n
tro

l o
f L

o
cal 5

6
0
 in

 1
9
6
1
 

after the violent elim
ination of his chief 

riv
al, T

o
n
y
 C

astellito
. P

ro
v
en

zan
o
 an

d
 

B
rig

u
g
lio

 w
e
re

 c
h
a
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 

m
u
rd

er. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e 

S
en

ate testim
o
n
y
, 

P
rovenzano's 17-year reign of the union 

is "a classic stu
d
y
 in

 lab
o
r rack

eteer-

in
g
." H

ere is a sm
all p

art o
f th

e sto
ry

, 

g
lean

ed
 fro

m
 S

en
ate testim

o
n
y
, co

n
-

fid
en

tial Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t files an

d
 

our ow
n investigation: 

—
 R

alph P
icardo, a protected govern-

m
en

t w
itn

ess, to
ld

 in
v
estig

ato
rs th

at h
e 

w
as recru

ited
 b

y
 B

rig
u
g
lio

 in
 th

e late 

1960s for T
ony P

ro's gang. P
icardo "w

as 

d
ire

c
te

d
 to

 p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

 in
 v

a
rio

u
s 

o
rg

an
ized

 th
efts, h

ijack
in

g
s an

d
 'b

u
st 

o
u
t' o

p
eratio

n
s, all o

f w
h
ich

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 

o
rg

a
n
iz

e
d
 rin

g
s o

f p
ro

fe
ssio

n
a
l 

crim
inals operating in m

ultiple states in 

th
e N

o
rth

east." 
—

 W
hile T

ony P
ro served four years in 

p
ris

o
n
 fo

r a
tte

m
p
tin

g
 to

 e
x
to

rt 

k
ick

b
ack

s fro
m

 a tru
ck

in
g
 co

m
p
an

y
, 

L
ocal 560 salted aw

ay $223,785 for him
. 

H
e b

eg
an

 co
llectin

g
 th

e cash
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is 

fin
a
l y

e
a
r in

 th
e
 s

ta
m

m
e
r. T

h
e
  paym

ents continued until he rejoined the 

union in 1975. 
—

 In 1966, B
riguglio and P

rovenzano's 

b
ro

th
er, N

u
n
zio

, w
ere lo

ck
ed

 u
p
 fo

r at-
te

m
p
te

d
 e

x
to

rtio
n
 in

 a
n
o
th

e
r la

b
o
r 

sh
a
k
e
d
o
w

n
 sc

h
e
m

e
. A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 

S
enate testim

ony, "both felons returned 

d
ire

c
tly

 fro
m

 p
riso

n
 to

 th
e
 lo

c
a
l's 

p
ay

ro
ll. In

 1
9
7
3
, B

rig
u
g
lio

 
w

a
s a

g
a
in

 

jailed
, th

is tim
e fo

r co
u
n
terfeitin

g
. B

u
t 

he w
as hired by the union as soon as his 

prison term
 ended In 1974." 

—
T

h
ree years ago, B

rigu
glio an

d
 P

ro-

ven
zan

o 
alleg

ed
ly

 ag
reed

 to
 fen

ce $
1
 

m
illio

n
 w

o
rth

 o
f secu

rities an
d
 b

o
n
d
s 

sto
len

 fro
m

 sep
arate v

ictim
s in

 N
ew

 

Y
ork. "T

he boss and underboss of a dif-

feren
t o

rg
an

ized
 crim

e fam
ily

 w
ere 

d
irectly

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 

fe
n
c
e
 th

e
 sto

le
n
 p

a
p
e
r," it h

a
s b

e
e
n
 

sw
orn. 
—

 P
ro

v
en

zan
o
 w

as co
n
v
icted

 last 

M
a
rc

h
 o

f c
o
n
sp

irin
g
 to

 a
rra

n
g
e
 a

 
k
ick

b
ack

 o
n
 a lo

an
 fro

m
 th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 

T
eam

sters C
onference pension fund. 

In
cid

en
ts lik

e th
ese co

u
ld

 d
iscred

it 
an

d
 d

estro
y
 th

e lab
o
r m

o
v
em

en
t in

 th
e 

U
nited S

tates. In the 1930s, labor leaders 
h
e
a
d
e
d
 o

ff a
n
 a

tte
m

p
t b

y
 th

e
 c

o
m

-
m

u
n
ists to

 in
filtrate an

d
 d

o
m

in
ate th

e 

u
n
io

n
s. It w

as a b
itter stru

g
g
le, w

h
ich

 

th
e leg

itim
ate u

n
io

n
ists w

o
n
. N

o
w

 it 

m
a
y
 ta

k
e
 a

n
o
th

e
r b

a
ttle

 to
 d

riv
e
 

o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e o

u
t o

f th
e lab

o
r m

o
v
e-

m
en

t. 
H

O
O

V
E

R
'S

 V
E

N
D

E
T

T
A

: E
v
id

en
ce 

has now
 boiled up from

 F
B

I files th
at th

e  la
te

 J. E
d
g
a
r H

o
o
v
e
r p

u
rsu

e
d
 h

is 
vendetta against the R

ev. M
artin L

uther 

K
in

g
 Jr., e

v
e
n
 a

fte
r th

e
 c

iv
il rig

h
ts 

leader w
as in his grave. 

A
 secret in

tern
al m

em
o
, d

ated
 M

arch
 

11, 1969, reveals that the F
B

I continued 
to attack the credibility of K

ing's w
idow

, 

C
o
retta, an

d
 h

is su
ccesso

r, D
r. R

alp
h
 

A
bernathy. T

he m
em

o indicates that the 
electronic bugging of K

ing's fam
ily and 

friends also continued after his death. 
W

hen K
ing w

as alive, H
oover and his 

m
in

io
n
s w

iretap
p
ed

 h
is p

riv
ate h

o
m

e 
for m

ore than tw
o years. A

t least 15 hid-

d
en

 m
icro

p
h
o
n
es w

ere p
lan

ted
 in

 h
o
tel 

and m
otel room

s w
here the black leader 

stay
ed

. P
h
o
n
e tap

s w
ere also

 in
stalled

 

at h
is o

ffices in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

 an
d
 

A
tlanta. 

T
he 1969 m

em
o indicates that the F

B
I 

w
as still p

lan
tin

g
 d

irty
 sto

ries ag
ain

st 

C
oretta K

ing and R
alph A

bernathy, "on 
a strictly

 co
n
fid

en
tial b

asis," a y
ear 

a
fte

r K
in

g
's m

a
rty

rd
o
m

. T
h
e
 la

st 
p
arag

rap
h
 o

f th
e m

em
o
 sig

n
ifican

tly
 

said
: "W

e can
 d

o
 th

is w
ith

o
u
t an

y
 at-

tribution to the F
B

I and w
ithout anyone 

k
n

o
w

in
g
 th

a
t th

e in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 ca

m
e 

from
 a w

iretap
."

 
S

earches of Justice and F
B

I files show
 

no sign that then-A
ttorney G

eneral Joh
n

 
M

itch
ell gran

ted
 H

oover p
erm

ission
 to 

tap
 th

ese p
h

on
es in

 1969. A
s for th

e p
lot 

to p
lan

t an
 u

n
favorab

le story, w
e h

ave 

evid
en

ce th
at th

e F
B

I, in
 fact, d

id
 leak

 

su
ch

 stories again
st M

rs. K
in

g an
d

 D
r 

A
b

ern
ath

y. 


