
J
a
ck

 A
n

d
erso

n
's W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
 M

erry
-g

o
-ro

u
n

d
 

f/oe. 

/- 
T

ap
s lin

k M
afia to

 JF
K

 d
eath

 
W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 —
 In a recent colum

n, 
w

e rep
o
rted

 th
at th

e m
o
st in

trig
u
in

g
 o

f 
th

e co
n

sp
iracy

 th
eo

ries, in
 co

n
n

ectio
n

 
w

ith the m
urder of John F

. K
ennedy, in-

v
o
lv

ed
 M

afia b
o
sses C

arlo
s M

arcello
 

and S
antos T

raffic ante. 
T

h
e H

o
u

se A
ssassin

atio
n

 C
o

m
m

ittee 
w

ill co
n
clu

d
e th

at o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e h

ad
 

th
e "m

o
tiv

e, m
ean

s an
d
 o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

" to
 

k
ill th

e p
resid

en
t. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

ere is n
o

 
d
irect ev

id
en

ce th
at th

e m
o
b
 h

ierarch
y
 

m
et an

d
 p

lan
n

ed
 th

e assassin
atio

n
, th

e 
co

m
m

ittee's fin
al rep

o
rt w

ill g
iv

e in
-

d
irect ev

id
en

ce lin
k
in

g
 M

arcello
 an

d
 

T
raffican

te to
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 an
d

 
Jack

 R
u
b
y
. 

T
h

e m
o

st co
m

p
ellin

g
 ev

id
en

ce o
f a 

M
afia m

otive for killing K
ennedy is pro-

v
id

e
d
 b

y
 u

n
d
e
rw

o
rld

 fig
u
re

s th
e
m

-
selv

es, in
 m

o
re th

an
 3

0
0
 v

o
lu

m
es o

f 
tran

scrip
ts m

ad
e fro

m
 F

B
I tap

s o
f th

e 
n

atio
n

's to
p

 crim
e fig

u
res. R

alp
h

 
J. 

S
a
le

rn
o

, a
 re

c
o

g
n

iz
e
d

 a
u

th
o

rity
 o

n
 

o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e, su

p
erv

ised
 th

e co
m

-
m

ittee staff's p
ain

stak
in

g
 ex

am
in

atio
n

 
o
f th

e tran
scrip

ts. 
T

h
e
 w

ire
ta

p
 e

v
id

e
n
c
e
 re

v
e
a
ls th

e
 

m
o
b
's d

eep
-seated

 h
atred

 o
f th

e K
en

-
nedy brothers, and S

alerno pinpoints the 
re

a
so

n
: A

tto
rn

e
y

 G
e
n

e
ra

l R
o

b
e
rt F

. 
K

en
n

ed
y

's relen
tless p

u
rsu

it o
f th

e sy
n

-
d

icate. 
"B

y
 1

8
6

3
," S

alern
o

 to
ld

 th
e co

m
m

it-
tee, "th

e F
B

I h
ad

 a v
ery

 co
m

p
lete an

d
 

accu
rate p

ictu
re o

f w
h
o
 w

as d
o
in

g
 w

h
at 

and w
here they w

ere doing it (inside the 
M

afia) . .. Y
o
u
 h

ad
 to

tal p
en

etratio
n
 o

f 
th

e o
rg

an
izatio

n
." T

h
e M

afia, fo
r th

e  

first tim
e in

 its in
fam

o
u
s h

isto
ry

, w
as 

scared
. 

A
 tran

scrip
t o

f an
 in

tercep
ted

 tele-
phone conversation of M

ay 22, 1963, six 
m

o
n

th
s to

 th
e d

ay
 b

efo
re th

e assassin
a-

tion in D
allas, show

s that B
uffalo crim

e 
boss S

tefano M
agaddino lam

ented: "W
e 

a
re

 in
 a

 b
a
d

 situ
a
tio

n
 . . . T

h
e
y

 (th
e
 

F
B

I) k
n
o
w

 ev
ery

th
in

g
 u

n
d
er th

e su
n
. 

T
h

ey
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
o

's b
ack

 o
f it . . . T

h
ey

 
k
n
o
w

 th
ere's a C

o
m

m
issio

n
 (o

f m
o
b
 

lead
ers). W

e g
o

t to
 w

atch
 o

u
t rig

h
t n

o
w

 
. . . and stay as quiet as possible." 

In
 O

cto
b
er, a m

o
n
th

 b
efo

re th
e assas-

sin
a
tio

n
, M

a
g
a
d
d
in

o
 w

a
s a

lm
o
st 

hysterical, saying: "T
hey should kill the 

w
h
o
le (K

en
n
ed

y
) fam

ily
. T

h
e m

o
th

er, 
th

e fath
er to

o
." 

In
 an

o
th

er tran
scrip

t o
f a tap

p
ed

 co
n

-
versation of M

ay, 1963, tw
o C

osa N
ostra 

figures in N
ew

 Y
ork talked about the at-

to
rn

ey
 g

en
eral's cam

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st th

e 
m

o
b

. "B
o

b
 K

en
n

ed
y

 w
o

n
't sto

p
 u

n
til h

e 
p
u
ts u

s all in
 jail all o

v
er th

e co
u
n
try

," 
said

 o
n
e m

o
b
ster. "U

n
til th

e C
o
m

m
is-

sion m
eets and puts its foot dow

n, things 
w

ill be at a standstill." 
A

b
o

u
t th

e sam
e tim

e, A
n

g
elo

 B
ru

n
o

, 
th

e o
rg

an
ized

 crim
e lead

er in
 P

h
ila-

delphia, listened w
hile an associate told 

h
im

 w
h

at th
ey

 sh
o

u
ld

 d
o

 to
 P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy. "W
ith K

ennedy, a guy should 
tak

e a k
n

ife. S
o

m
eb

o
d

y
 sh

o
u

ld
 k

ill th
e 

(ex
p

letiv
e d

eleted
). I m

ean
 it. H

o
n

est to
 

G
o
d
 , R

ig
h
t in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. S

o
m

e-
b

o
d

y
's g

o
t to

 g
et rid

 o
f th

is (ex
p

letiv
e 

d
eleted

)." 
T

h
e tran

scrip
ts h

elp
ed

 co
n

v
in

ce th
e  

co
m

m
ittee th

at th
e m

o
b
 h

ad
 a m

o
tiv

e 
for killing P

resident K
ennedy. T

he com
-

m
ittee w

ill also
 n

o
te th

at in
 th

e early
 

1960s M
arcello w

as regarded by experts 
as "h

eav
y
-h

an
d
ed

" an
d
 o

u
tsid

e th
e co

n
-

trol of the M
afia hierarchy. 

H
o
u
se in

v
estig

ato
rs ask

ed
 S

alern
o
 

w
hether the K

ennedy shooting in D
ealey 

P
laza h

ad
 th

e earm
ark

s o
f a m

o
b
 "h

it." 
In

 its fin
al rep

o
rt, th

e co
m

m
ittee w

ill 
co

n
clu

d
e th

at o
n

 its face th
e assassin

a-
tion did not look like m

ob handiw
ork. It 

w
ill n

o
te th

e trad
itio

n
al M

afia relu
c-

tan
ce to

 u
se "n

o
n
d
ep

en
d
ab

le, n
o
n
d
es-

crip
t p

eo
p

le" in
stead

 o
f p

ro
fessio

n
al 

killers for gangland m
urders. 

T
h
e rep

o
rt, h

o
w

ev
er, w

ill ack
n
o
w

-
led

g
e th

ree ex
cep

tio
n
s to

 th
e ru

le. T
w

o
 

o
f th

ese w
ere fam

o
u
s: th

e 1
9
5
6
 acid

-
blinding of labor colum

nist V
ictor R

iesel 
and the 1971 shooting of Joe C

olum
ba. In 

b
o

th
 cases, th

e m
o

b
 u

sed
 o

u
tsid

ers -
and in both cases, the hit m

en died short-
ly after the job w

as done. 
T

h
e th

ird
 ex

cep
tio

n
 w

as th
e 1

9
7

0
 

m
urder of a K

ansas C
ity, M

o., business-
m

an by four street thugs w
ho w

ere hired 
b

y
 a

 lo
w

e
r-e

c
h

e
lo

n
 m

o
b

ste
r. T

h
e
 

b
u

sin
essm

an
 w

as a w
itn

ess in
 a fed

eral 
g
am

b
lin

g
 p

ro
secu

tio
n
. T

h
e fo

u
r th

u
g
s 

an
d
 th

e M
afio

so
 w

h
o
 h

ired
 th

em
 w

ere 
caught and convicted. 

W
h
ile th

e co
m

m
ittee in

v
estig

ato
rs 

have no evidence of a top-level m
ob plan 

to
 k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
, th

ey
 d

o
n
't d

isco
u
n
t th

e 
possibility that one or m

ore M
afia hoods 

m
ay

 h
av

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 tak
e m

atters in
to

 
. . . and stay as quiet as possible." 
assassin

ated
. 

T
he clearest earm

ark of a m
ob killing, 

in
v

estig
ato

rs tell u
s, w

as Jack
 R

u
b

y
's 

ex
ecu

tio
n
 o

f O
sw

ald
, a stan

d
ard

 u
n
d
er- 

w
o
rld

 w
ay

 o
f silen

cin
g
 th

e m
an

 w
h
o
 

could talk. 
C

A
R

T
E

R
'S

 C
O

M
P

E
T

IT
IO

N
: A

p
-

p
aren

tly
, P

resid
en

t C
arter w

ill face 
som

e stiff opposition in the 1980 presi-
dential race. A

ccording to F
ederal E

lec-
tio

n
s C

o
m

m
issio

n
 reco

rd
s, 2

0
 d

ifferen
t 

A
m

erican
s alread

y
 h

av
e in

d
icated

 th
ey

 
intend to seek the top job. A

m
ong them

 
are can

d
id

ates fo
r th

e P
u
ritan

 E
th

ic 
P

ro
h
ib

itio
n
 an

d
 M

ag
n
eto

h
y
d
ro

d
y
n
am

-
ics P

arty, G
od and the G

od and C
ountry 

P
arty

, th
e N

atio
n
al C

h
ristian

 P
arty

, th
e 

P
y
ra

m
id

 o
f F

re
e
d
o
m

 P
a
rty

 a
n
d
 th

e
 

P
eace P

arty
. 


