
7/27/75 

Mr. Lee Whitten 
c/o Jack Anderson 
1401 16 St., NW 
Wash., D.C. 20036 

Dear Les, 

You ought have no trouble understanding that I wonder why you called me last 

week now that I have read today's column. 

Becaune there is nothing new in this column, I do find myself wondering why 

it was written at all - more at this particular time. 

And about the factual error that is consistent with an intended purpose, 

whether or not there was an intended purpose or there is significance in the timing. 

If my recollection is correct, 1971 in not the first time the column had 

this particular story, now repeated for the perhaps sixth time if not more. 

When there were so many authenticated plots against Castro and over ao long 
a period of time, can one but wonder why in this particular column repeated at 
this particular time there is reference to only "the" (repeated) "US plot" against 

Castro? 

Aside from factual inaccuracy, in the context of the column this is propaganda. 

It also is both factually inaccurate and propageanda to write that "lee Harvey 
Oswald had been active in the pro-Castro movement." l espite its over-writing on 

this and its misuse of what it said was false, the Commission itself acknowledged 
that Oswald was not part of any pro-Castro movement, partieelerly not part of the 
FPFC, that there was no chapter of it in New Orleans, and that of the phoney one 
he pretended existed he was the only member. 

Recollection is a fragile thing but I believe it does not fail me in telling 

you, I think not for the first time, that the "splinter the CIA" JFK lino was not 
related to the Bay of Piga. I do believe it was the result of another incident of 
which I reminded you when you called. 

Even the Gilpatric quote is made to mean what it does not say. 
this is plain 

and not accidental dishonesty. Or, more propaganda. 

What the column also does not inform the reader is that each of the identified 

sources was 	 ey personal opinion, with which you and others may disagree, 

is that this also is not honest writing. That your kninstifled sources have to remain 

unidentified now sakes them suspect. 

I know nothing about what started the column off on this kick. Again you may 

not agree with the way I think of situations like this but as my writing and speaking 
show, I use the traditional lawyer's approach and ask "cui bobs?! There is at least 
one obvious possibility of the who to whom there is benefit. More today tnan ever. 

Perfection is not a state o can nor is any writier, no matter how hard he 
tries, immune to error. In this 	tance, however, when you called me to get the 
other aide and when you then told me that your checking hid confirmed it - even that 
after I mentioned some you remembered it - and there is no suggestion of any of it, 

questions of intent and tho column's integrity do exist. 

These arc matters for your conscience, not mine. I sorrow for you, whatever 
accounts for this. Long ago I learned that for me at least making a comfortable 
living - even not making a living - is less important than being able to live at 

peace eith myself and may own conscience. 	 With sineere regrets, 

Harold Weisberg 
eeeareeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeegeeeeeeseeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeemeeeerzeeeeeeeeee-eeeeee 



Jack A
nderson 

D
id the C

astro P
lot B

ackfire? 
"N

ot only w
as he fully aw

are of the C
IA

's 

attem
pts to kill C

astro, but after P
resident 

K
ennedy w

as gunned dow
n in D

allas, R
obert 

K
ennedy w

as devastated by the possibility that 

the C
IA

 plot m
ay have backfired against his 

brother." 

T
h

e late. R
o

b
ert K

en
n

ed
y

 w
as to

r-
m

en
ted

 b
y
 th

e terrib
le th

o
u
g
h
t, ac-

cording to intim
ates, that he m

ay have 
h

elp
ed

 trig
g

er th
e assassin

atio
n

 o
f h

is 
brother. 

W
e raised this possibility in January 

1
9

7
1

, w
h

en
 w

e first rev
ealed

 th
at th

e 
C

IA
 had plotted to assassinate C

uban 
P

rem
ier F

id
el C

astro
. It h

as tak
en

 u
s 

41/2 years to get the rest of the story. 
L

oyal associates of R
obert K

ennedy, 
ru

sh
in

g
 to

 d
efen

d
 h

is m
em

o
ry

, h
av

e 
sw

orn that he knew
 nothing about the 

assassination attem
pts and, contradic-

torily, that h
e put a stop to them

. B
oth 

acco
u

n
ts are in

co
rrect, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
sources w

ith an intim
ate know

ledge of 
the events. 

N
o

t o
n

ly
 w

as h
e fu

lly
 aw

are o
f th

e 
C

IA
's attem

pts to kill C
astro, but after 

P
resident K

ennedy w
as gunned dow

n 
in

 D
allas, R

o
b
ert w

as d
ev

astated
 b

y
 

th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
e C

IA
 p

lo
t m

ay
 

h
av

e b
ack

fired
 ag

ain
st h

is b
ro

th
er. 

T
he preparations to knock off C

astro 
b
eg

an
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e last m
o
n
th

s o
f th

e 
E

isenhow
er adm

inistration .as part of 
th

e B
ay

 o
f P

ig
s p

lan
n

in
g

. P
resid

ek
 

K
en

n
ed

y
, w

h
o
 in

h
erited

 th
e fiasco

, 
sw

o
re to

 frien
d

s afterw
ard

 th
at h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 lik

e "to
 sp

lin
ter th

e C
IA

 in
 a 

th
o
u
san

d
 p

ieces an
d
 scatter it to

 th
e 

w
inds." 
In

stead
, h

e ap
p

o
in

ted
 h

is b
ro

th
er, 

R
o
b
ert, to

 o
v
ersee th

e C
IA

, w
ith

 in
-

structions to shake it up. C
haracteristi-

cally
, R

o
b
ert b

eg
an

 in
v
estig

atin
g
 th

e 
undercover operations from

 top to bot-
to

m
. H

is p
u

rp
o

se w
as to

 p
rev

en
t an

-
other B

ay of P
igs. 

H
e
 b

e
c
a
m

e
 fa

sc
in

a
te

d
, sa

y
 o

u
r 

so
u
rces, w

ith
 th

e C
IA

's co
v

ert activ
i-

ties. E
ag

erly
, b

e p
u

rsu
ed

 th
e d

etails 
dow

n through the low
er levels. A

s one 
source put it, "H

e w
as like a w

ide-eyed 
schoolboy." 

In the process, he learned about the 
co

n
tin

u
in

g
 effo

rt to
 elim

in
ate C

astro
, 

an operation know
n inside the C

IA
 as 

th
e "ex

ecu
tiv

e actio
n
 p

lan
." In

 fact, 
R

o
b
ert to

o
k
 a sp

ecial in
terest in

 th
e  

activ
ities ag

ain
st C

astro
. O

n
e in

sid
er, 

form
er D

eputy D
efense S

ecretary R
os-

w
ell G

ilp
atric, to

ld
 u

s th
e fo

cu
s "o

n
 

the C
uban situation" w

as intensified in 
1961 at R

obert K
ennedy's "insistence." 

T
he P

resident eventually put R
obert 

in charge of a counter-insurgency com
-

m
itte

e
, c

a
lle

d
 th

e
 S

p
e
c
ia

l G
ro

u
p

, 
w

h
ich

 co
n
cen

trated
 u

p
o
n
 h

ax
assiM

 
C

astro. O
ne m

em
ber, form

er C
IA

 chief 
John M

cC
one, acknow

ledged that the 
g
ro

u
p
 h

ad
  "d

irected
 m

isch
iev

o
u
s 

th
in

g
s ag

ain
st C

astro
 lik

e in
filtratin

g
 

saboteurs, blow
ing up bridges and car-

rying on general confusion." 
M

cC
one insisted, how

ever, that "the 
g
ro

u
p

 at n
o
 tim

e g
av

e an
y
 co

n
sid

era-
tio

n
 to

 an
y

 assassin
atio

n
 p

lo
t." W

e 
h
av

e estab
lish

ed
 th

at th
e "ex

ecu
tiv

e 
action plan" w

as directed by W
illiam

 
jiarv

ey
, th

e C
IA

 o
p

erativ
e w

h
o

m
 w

e 
ed

 to
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 p

lo
t in

 o
u
r 

o
rig

in
al 1

9
7
1

 sto
ry

. W
e h

av
e also

 
learn

ed
 th

at h
e • rep

o
rted

 to
 th

e late 
D

esm
ond F

itz erald in C
IA

 headquar-
ters. W

e h
av

e een
 ab

le, h
o

w
ev

er, to
 

id
en

tify
 th

e n
ex

t lin
k

 in
 th

e ch
ain

 o
f 

com
m

and. 
N

evertheless, w
holly reliable sources 

in
sist th

a
t R

o
b
e
rt K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 k

n
e
w

 
ab

o
u

t th
e p

lo
t ag

ain
st C

astro
 an

d
 d

id
 

n
o
th

in
n
o
 S

to
p
 it. T

h
e in

ten
d
ed

 tar-
g
et; F

id
el C

astro
, also

 k
n
ew

 ab
o
u
t it. 

O
n

e assassin
atio

n
 sq

u
ad

 rep
o

rted
ly

 
w

as apprehended on a H
avana roof top  

w
ith

in
 ran

g
e o

f C
astro

's m
o
v
em

en
ts, 

about M
arch 1, 1963. 

T
he C

uban prem
ier, in an interview

 
w

ith
 A

sso
ciated

 P
ress co

rresp
o
n
d
en

t 
D

an
iel H

ark
er th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 S

ep
tem

-
b
er, w

arn
ed

 th
at U

.S
. lead

ers w
o
u
ld

 
fin

d
 th

em
selv

es in
 d

an
g
er if th

ey
 at-

tem
pted to do aw

ay w
ith C

uban lead-
ers. 

"U
n

ited
 S

tates lead
ers sh

o
u

ld
 th

in
k

 
th

at if th
ey

 are aid
in

g
 terro

rist p
lan

s 
to elim

inate C
uban leaders, they them

-
selv

es w
ill n

o
t b

e safe," C
astro

 to
ld

 
H

arker. 
T

w
o

 m
o

n
th

s later, P
resid

en
t K

en
-

, n
ed

y
 w

as sh
o
t d

o
w

n
 in

 th
e streets o

f 
D

allas. T
he accused assassin, L

ee H
ar- 

I v
ey

 O
sw

ald
, h

ad
 b

een
 activ

e in
 th

e 
pro-C

astro m
ovem

ent and had traveled 
to M

exico to visit the C
uban em

bassy 
a few

 w
eeks earlier. 

T
h

e first p
erso

n
 to

 reach
 R

o
b

ert 
K

ennedy's side after the shooting w
as 

C
IA

 d
irecto

r Jo
h

n
 M

cC
o

n
e, W

h
o

 re-
m

ain
ed

 alo
n
e w

ith
 R

o
b
ert at h

is M
c-

L
e
a
n

, V
a
., h

o
m

e
 fo

r n
e
a
rly

 th
re

e
 

hours. A
ll o

th
ers, in

clu
d

in
g

 R
o

b
ert's 

priest, w
ere turned aw

ay. B
ut M

cC
one 

sw
o

re to
 u

s th
at C

astro
's n

am
e w

as 
never m

entioned during the agonizing 
three hours. 

O
th

e
r so

u
rc

e
s sa

y
 th

a
t R

o
b
e
rt, 

deeply despondent, w
ent into serrifse-

elu
sio

n
 fo

r th
e n

ex
t few

 d
ay

s. A
l-

though he bottled up his feelings, they  

knew
 him

 and understood the circum
-

stan
ces w

ell en
o

u
g

h
 to

' realize h
e 

blam
ed him

self for his brother's death. 
T

h
ere w

as little d
o
u
b
t, th

ey
 say

, th
at 

he believed the C
IA

's attem
pts against 

C
astro put into m

otion the forces that 
b
ro

u
g
h
t ab

o
u
t h

is b
ro

th
er's m

arty
r-

dom
. 

O
n January 18, 1971, w

e reported: 
"A

m
o

n
g

 th
o

se p
riv

y
 to

 th
e C

IA
 co

n
-

spiracy, there is still a nagging suspi- ;_ 
don—

unsupported by the W
arren C

ora-
m

ission's findings—
that C

astro becam
e 

aw
are o

f th
e U

.S
. p

lo
t u

p
o
n
 h

is life 
and som

eR
T

V
 recruited O

sw
ald to re-

taliate against P
resident K

ennedy." 
It h

as n
o

w
 b

een
 d

isclo
sed

 th
at th

e 
W

arren C
om

m
ission w

as told nothing 
ab

o
u

t A
l C

IA
's p

lo
t to

 k
ill C

astro
 

even though the late A
llen D

ulles, the 
C

IA
 chief w

ho initiated the plot, sat on 
the com

m
ission. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e fin

al rep
o
rt, th

e 
com

m
ission investigated "literally doz-

en
s o

f alleg
atio

n
s o

f a co
n
sp

irato
rial 

contact betw
een O

sw
ald and the C

uban 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t" b
u
t fo

u
n
d
 n

o
 su

b
stan

ce 
to any of them

. 
T

he C
uban prem

ier him
self, in an in-

terv
iew

 w
ith

 F
ran

k
 M

an
k
iew

icz an
d
 

K
irby Jones, em

phatically denied hav-
ing anything to do w

ith the K
ennedy 

assassination. 
"It is . . . v

ery
 In

terestin
g
 th

at th
is 

m
an O

sw
ald, w

ho w
as involved in the 

assassination, traveled to M
exico a few

 
m

onths prior to the assassination and 
applied for a perm

it at the C
uban em

-
b
assy

 to
 trav

el to
 C

u
b
a, an

d
 h

e w
as 

not given the perm
it," said C

astro. 
"B

ut I ask m
yself w

hy w
ould a m

an 
w

ho com
m

its such an act try to com
e 

here. S
om

etim
es w

e ask ourselves if 
som

eone did not w
ish to involve C

uba 
in this, because I am

 under the im
pres-

sion that K
ennedy's assassination w

as 
o

rg
a
n

iz
e
d

 b
y

 re
a
c
tio

n
a
rie

s in
 th

e
 

U
nited S

tates and that it w
as all a re-

sult of a conspiracy . . W
e have never 

b
eliev

ed
 in

 carry
in

g
 o

u
t th

is ty
p

e 
o
f a

c
tiv

ity
 o

f a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f 
adversaries." 
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