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To Clear King's Name 
By Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 

, V IS I• Car Ci 	"c••••••••• 	, 

The Washington Merry-Go-Round 

Associates of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. have 
asked us to investigate the 
FBI's smear charges against 
him and to publish our honest 
findings. His widow, 'hey say, 
hopes we will clear his name. 

We have found that the FBI 
sometime after 1964 began 
leaking stories about Dr. 
King's alleged sexual exploits 
and supposed Communist ties. 
The leaks were ordered 
personally by the late J. 
Edgar Hoover, who had 
developed a fierce hatred for 
the black leader. 

Hoover began the smear 
campaign after learning in 
advance that Dr. King would 
get the 1964 Nobel peace Ofrize. 
The selection was reported to 
the late FBI chief in a secret 
memo from his intelligence 
network. He was so infuriated 
that he scrawled words of 
outrage on the memo in blue 
pencil, we were told. 

Notlong afterwards, Hoover 
was visited by Atlanta's police 
chief, Herbert Jenkins, who 
was then president of the 
International Association of 
Chiefs of Police. 

Suddenly, out of context. 
Hoover blurted that he had 
three enemies whom he hated 
more than anyone else in the 
world. He identified them as 
his former deputy Quinn 
Tamm. ex-Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The dumbfounded Jenkins 
later encountered his friend, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Sr.. on 
the streets of Atlanta. Jenkins 
took the occasion to warn the 
old man pointedly that 
"Junior better be on the alert. 
It may be that the FBI is 
looking into him, and they look 
pretty thoroughly " 

Indeed, the FBI kept the 
civil rights crusader under 
surveillance and even bugged 
his hotel suites. Then the 
bureau used the information 
to start a whispering cam-
paign against him. 

At the urging of his 
associates. we have . now 
checked into the stories that 
the FBI spread about him. 
Here are our findings: 

Did Dr. King have secret 
Communist connections? He  

was in touch with a known 
Communist attorney in New 
York City, who tried to in-
fluence his civil rights cam-
paign. However. Dr. King 
never let the Communists take 
over - his movement and 
remained a staunch anti-
Communist. 

He eventually accepted 
some of the attorney's anti-
Vietnan War views. But those 
who knew Dr. King agree he 
was motivated by humanity, 
not ideology. 

Did the FBI tape a sex orgy, 
involving Dr. King, at 
Washington's old Willard 
Hotel? Witnesses who were 
with him at the Willard recall 
that he used some ribald 
language but indulged in no 
sexual acts. 

There was evidence on the 
tape, according to those who 
heard it. that sexual in-
tercourse occurred. But Dr. 
King was not one of the lovers. 
The man's voice was iden-
tified as that of an acquain-
tance. 

Did Dr. King, while in 
Norway to accept the Nobel 
peace prize, chase a woman 
through an Oslo hotel? 
Rumors of the hot pursuit 
were whispered around 
Washington by the FBI. 

Witnesses recall that some 
supporters of Dr. King let 
their jubilation get out of 
hand, brought prostitutes into 
the hotel and raised a ruckus. 
The witnesses remember 
clearly that King was not 
among them but, on the 
contrary, tried to quiet the 
celebration. 

Did Dr. King carry on a 
romance with the wife of a Los 
Angeles dentist? To check out 
this FBI report, we spoke 
directly with both the dentist 
and his wife. 

Both agreed that she was 
Dr. King's close friend but not 
his lover. 

Thus the FBI's attempt to 
besmirch the great civil rights 
leader, as Dr. King himself 
predicted before his mar-
tyrdom, has backfired against 
the FBI. 

11973.United Feature Syndicate, InC.1 

. 	. 	, 


