
Jack A
nderson 

T
he Scott Paper4 

4
p
0
7
 	

6(,4 

*CLL. 
4/4

0
11,1 	

)1
}'Il1

 

T
h
e p

riv
ate p

ap
ers o

f S
en

ate R
e-

publican leader H
ugh S

cott reveal for 
h

e first tim
e th

e ag
o

n
izin

g
 th

at w
en

t 
P

a in
sid

e th
e G

O
P

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e W
ater-

gate investigation. 
T

he papers show
 that top R

epublican 
ead

ers h
ad

 g
rav

e m
isg

iv
in

g
s ab

o
u
t 

/resid
en

t N
ix

o
n

 ev
en

 w
h

ile th
ey

 co
n

-
in

u
ed

 to
 o

ffer h
im

 lip
 serv

ice. B
u

t 
n

ce th
ey

 b
ecam

e co
n

v
in

ced
 o

f h
is 

!o
a

t  th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 n
o
 lo

n
g

er su
p
p

o
rt 

aim
. 

C
learly, N

ixon could never have re-
(- m

in
ed

 in
 o

ffice, as In
d

ira G
an

d
h

i is 
.oing in India, by declaring a national 
m

erg
en

cy
 an

d
 u

su
rp

in
g

 d
ictato

rial 
low

ers. H
is ow

n party leaders sim
ply 

vouldn't have gone along. 
O

u
r in

v
estig

atio
n
 h

as estab
lish

ed
, 

or exam
ple, that form

er D
efense S

ec-
etary

 M
el L

aird
 fiercely

 resisted
 an

y
 

:n
p
ro

p
er W

h
ite H

o
u
se p

ressu
re. H

e 
av

e h
is assistan

ts ex
p

licit o
rd

ers, n
o

 
n

atter w
h

o
 called

 fro
m

 th
e W

h
ite 

lo
u
se th

at th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t to

 co
m

p
ly

 
'ith

 im
p
ro

p
er req

u
ests. T

h
ey

 w
ere 

irected
 to

 refer all calls fo
r sp

ecial 
avors to his office. 
O

n M
arch 19, 1974, the S

cott papers 
h
o
w

, S
en

ate R
ep

u
b
lican

 lead
ers h

ad
 

dram
atic confrontation w

ith N
ixon's 

ersonal attorney, Jam
es S

t. C
lair, and 

'bite H
ouse counselor D

ean B
urch. 

"W
e to

ld
 S

t. C
lair," S

co
tt co

n
fid

ed
 

fterw
ard

 to
 an

 aid
e, "th

at o
u

r o
b

li-
atio

n
 w

as n
o
t to

 th
e P

resid
en

t b
u
t 

J th
e tru

th
. (T

h
ere w

as) co
m

m
o

n
 

greem
ent on need for full disclosure, 

n
 th

e fact th
at th

is scan
d

al co
n

tin
u

es 
D

 harm
 the nation and the party. 

"W
e said

 th
at, if th

e case co
m

es to
 

'e S
en

ate fro
m

 th
e H

o
u

se, th
at w

e 
ct• as ju

ro
rs an

d
 can

't p
reju

d
g
e th

e 
v

id
en

ce. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, w
e can

-
o
t a

n
d
 w

ill n
o
t sh

ie
ld

 a
n
y

 g
u
ilty

 
arty no m

atter how
 high It goes. W

ill 
. g

o
 th

at h
ig

h
? I k

n
o
w

 y
o
u
 th

in
k
 it 

S
t. C

lair th
in

k
s n

o
t. It's a hell of 

biL
uation!" 

S
cott provides an intim

ate, absorbing 
acco

u
n

t o
f th

e G
O

P
 ag

o
n

izin
g

 In
 an

 
exchange of confidential m

em
os w

ith 
h
is fo

rm
er tru

sted
 assistan

t an
d
 co

n
-

fidant, M
artin H

am
berger. 

A
s far b

ack
 as th

e 1
9

6
8

 R
ep

u
b

lican
 

co
n
v
en

tio
n
, S

co
tt ex

p
ressed

 reserv
a-

tions about N
ixon. "H

e has the know
l-

edge," S
cott told H

am
berger. "B

ut the 
question is: does he have the w

isdom
?" 

S
c
o

tt c
o

n
tin

u
e
d

 to
 w

o
rry

 a
b

o
u

t 
N

ix
o

n
 in

 p
riv

ate, th
e m

em
o

s sh
o

w
, 

ev
en

 w
h
ile d

efen
d
in

g
 h

im
 in

 p
u
b
lic. 

E
arly

 in
 th

e W
aterg

ate d
ram

a, H
am

-
b
erg

er ask
ed

 h
is b

o
ss b

lu
n
tly

: "A
re 

you sure you're getting the w
hole truth 

fro
m

 th
ese p

eo
p

le?" 
"S

o
m

eo
n

e is n
o

t tellin
g

 th
e tru

th
," 

responded S
cott on M

ay 10, 1973. "Is 
it H

 and E
 (H

. R
. H

aldem
an and John 

E
h

rlich
m

an
)? D

ean
? O

r, G
o

d
 fo

rb
id

, 
higher up? I have todayidecided that I 
m

ust not, as party leader, prejudge this 
h

o
rrib

le situ
atio

n
 u

n
til all th

e facts 
are o

u
t." 

T
h

e p
rev

io
u

s M
arch

 1
9

, acco
rd

in
g

 
to

 th
e m

em
o

s, S
co

tt h
u

d
d

led
 w

ith
 

G
erald

 F
o

rd
 w

h
o

 w
as th

en
 th

e H
ou

se 
R

ep
u

b
lican

 lead
er. "W

e d
iscu

ssed
 th

e 
p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f W
h

ite H
o

u
se in

v
o

lv
e-

m
en

t, an
d

 I In
d

icated
 I w

o
u

ld
 p

u
t ft 

u
p

 to
 R

.N
. (R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n

) at th
e 

leadership m
eeting at the W

hite H
ouse 

th
e n

ex
t d

ay
," related

 S
co

tt. 
T

h
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 m
o

rn
in

g
, S

co
tt sat 

d
o

w
n

 w
ith

 N
ix

o
n

 in
 th

e O
v

al O
ffice. 

"I to
ld

 R
.N

. th
at m

an
y
 sen

ato
rs h

ad
 

urged 
m

e
 to

 c
le

a
r u

p
 c

o
n
tin

u
in

g
  

doubts, and I thought h
e should auth-

o
rize m

e to
 state, if it w

as tru
e, th

at 
n
o
 o

n
e (In

clu
d
in

g
 h

im
self) in

 th
e 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se w

as in
v

o
lv

ed
," related

 
• S

co
tt 

N
ix

o
n
 lie

d
 to

 h
is S

e
n
a
te

 le
a
d
e
r. 

"N
o

 o
n

e
 n

o
w

 a
t th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o

u
se

 
w

as involved in it," he said 
"G

ood," said S
cott. "I'll tell the press 

th
at o

n
 m

y
 au

th
o

rity
." 

"H
ell n

o
," d

eclared
 th

e P
resid

en
t. 

"Y
o

u
 can

 say
 it o

n
 m

y
 au

th
o

rity
." 

C
o
m

m
en

ted
 S

co
tt in

 h
is m

em
o
 o

n
 

th
e in

cid
en

t: "T
h
is is reliev

in
g
. S

till, 
so

m
eb

o
d

y
 k

n
o

w
s m

o
re th

an
 th

ey
're 

telling 	
. T

he truth w
ill finally com

e 
o

u
t. L

o
rd

 k
n

o
w

s w
h

ere it w
ill lead

." 
A

fter C
o

n
g

ress reco
n

v
en

ed
 th

e fo
l-

lo
w

in
g

 Jan
u

ary
, S

co
tt h

eld
 an

 u
rg

en
t 

m
eeting w

ith H
ouse R

epublican lead-
. er John R

hodes and R
epublican N

ati-
o
n
al C

h
airm

an
 G

eo
rg

e B
u
sh

 ab
o
u
t 

W
aterg

ate. "A
ll o

f u
s w

o
rried

 ab
o

u
t 

lack
in

g
 en

o
u

g
h

 facts," S
co

tt rep
o

rted
 

afterw
ards. 

H
e p

ressed
 fo

r th
e facts at a F

eb
-

n
ary

 1
 m

eetin
g

 w
ith

 A
l H

aig
 an

d
 S

t. 
C

lair. "T
hey don't conceal the serious-

n
ess b

u
t co

n
tin

u
e to

 in
sist th

at th
e 

(W
h
ite

 H
o
u
se

) ta
p
e
s w

h
ic

h
 H

a
ig

 
show

ed m
e last D

ecem
ber do not m

ake 
a case ag

ain
st R

.N
.," related

 S
co

tt. 
"I ask

ed
 w

h
eth

er th
ere w

as an
y

th
in

g
 

else, S
t. car d

id
n
't th

in
k
 so

." • 
S

cott talked ft over w
ith his assistant 

S
en

ate lead
er, S

en
. R

o
b

ert G
riffin

 
(B

-M
ich.), on M

arch 19, 1974. "I com
-

p
lain

ed
 to

th
im

 th
at th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

n
ev

er tak
es m

y
 ad

v
ice 	

. . B
o
b
  

th
o
u
g
h
t w

e'd
 b

etter h
av

e a g
o
-ro

u
n
d
 

w
ith

 o
u
r lead

ersh
ip

 an
d
 g

et th
eir re-

actions." 
S

co
tt h

ad
 reco

m
m

en
d

ed
 "fu

ll d
is-

clo
su

re" to
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se. "I to

ld
 

G
erry

 F
o
rd

 at o
n
e o

f o
u
r m

eetin
g
s 

w
h

at I'd
 said

," rep
o

rted
 S

co
tt. "H

e's 
m

ade the sam
e strong recom

m
endation 

to
 R

N
 th

at I h
av

e. W
e b

o
th

 g
et th

e 
sam

e an
sw

er: 'T
h

at's w
h

at I'm
 trying 

to
 d

o
."' 

S
cott w

ent back to the W
hite H

ouse 
on M

arch 29, 1974, to recom
m

end not 
only full disclosure but full cooperation 
w

ith the H
ouse im

peachm
ent inquiry. 

"R
. N

. stressed
 w

illin
g

n
ess to

 co
- 

o
p
erate," w

ro
te S

co
tt, "th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 
b

een
 in

 to
u

ch
 w

ith
 (H

o
u

se Ju
d

iciary
 

C
hairm

an P
eter) R

odino, and (ranking.  
R

epublican E
dw

ard) H
utchinson, that 

S
t. C

lair w
as w

o
rk

in
g

 o
n

 it, th
at th

ey
 

w
ould keep us inform

ed. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e m

em
o
, S

co
tt to

ld
 

N
ixon to his face: "W

hat's needed here 
is a strong show

 of m
oral Indignation. 

Y
o

u
're in

 a p
o

sitio
n

 to
 say

, 'L
et th

e 
ch

ip
s. fall, Iet th

e g
u

ilty
 b

e p
u

n
ish

ed
, 

I w
ill not stand for w

rongful conduct.' 
I th

in
k
 n

o
w

 y
o
u
'll h

av
e to

 say It w
ith

 
a g

reat d
eal o

f em
p
h
asis." 

B
u

t all S
co

tt g
o

t o
u

t o
f N

ix
o

n
, h

e. 
-w

ro
te, w

as • th
e sam

e o
ld

 an
sw

er: 
"W

e're cooperating. W
e're w

orking on. - 
it." U

nless . there w
as full cooperation,: 

S
co

tt stressed
 In

 a M
arch

 3
0

, 1
9

7
4

, 
m

em
o, "our w

hole leadership w
ill have 

to
 p

u
ll a

w
a
y

 fro
m

 h
im

 . . . W
e
're

 
b

eg
in

n
in

g
 to

 realize th
at w

e m
ay

 y
et 

b
e ju

ro
rs." 

T
he m

essage of the m
em

os—
that the 

R
epublican faithful w

ould not support 
th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
eir o

*
n

 p
arty

 
yon

d
 th

e legal b
ou

n
d

s—
is w

orth
 pro-

claim
in

g
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e F
o
u
rth

. o
f Ju

ly
 

holiday. 
F

o
o
tn

o
te: S

en
. S

co
tt Is trav

elin
g
 

ab
ro

ad
 an

d
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e reach

ed
 fo

r 
com

m
ent. 

C
 1.975. M

alted F
eelers Syndicate. Ina 

"Scott continued to w
orry about N

ixon 

in private, the
, m

em
os show

, even w
hile 

defending him
 in public." 


