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T
rad
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T
he 7th annual convention of the C

oali-
tio

n
 o

f B
lack

 T
rad

e U
n
io

n
ists, w

h
ich

 
o

p
en

ed
 y

esterd
ay

 at H
o

lid
ay

 In
n

 R
iv

er-
m

o
n
t, is ex

p
ected

 to
 ad

o
p
t a reso

lu
tio

n
 

calling for a new
 trial for Jam

es E
arl R

ay, 
said its president W

illiam
 L

ucy. 
L

ucy of W
ashington is the national sec-

retary
-treasu

rer o
f th

e A
m

erican
 F

ed
er-

ation of S
tate C

ounty and M
unicipal E

m
-

ployees, the union w
hich w

as in its infancy 
w

h
en

 it o
rg

an
ized

 th
e san

itatio
n
 w

o
rk

ers  

in M
em

phis. It w
as the effort to gain union 

reco
g

n
izatio

n
 fo

r th
e san

itatio
n

 w
o

rk
ers 

th
at b

ro
u

g
h

t D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 to

 
M

em
p
h
is, an

d
 it w

as h
ere th

at th
e civ

il 
rights leader w

as slain. R
ay pleaded guilty 

to the killing and is serving a 99-year sen-
ten

ce in
 a state p

riso
n

. 

L
ucy, w

ho w
as active during the sanita-

tion strike in M
em

phis, said at a press con-
feren

ce y
esterd

ay
 th

at C
B

T
U

 b
eliev

es a 
trial sh

o
u
ld

 b
e h

eld
 to

 "lay
 q

u
estio

n
s to

 
rest." 

L
u
cy

 said
 A

F
S

C
M

E
 is n

o
w

 th
e larg

est  

u
n

io
n

 in
 th

e A
F

L
-C

IO
 ran

k
s. It is th

ird
-

larg
est u

n
io

n
 in

 th
e n

atio
n
, o

n
ly

 sm
aller 

th
an

 th
e T

eam
sters an

d
 th

e U
n
ited

 A
u
to

 
W

orkers. _ 
T

he pres conference held yesterday by 
L

u
cy

 an
d

 o
 er o

fficials o
f C

B
T

U
, to

o
k

 
place during registration for the conven-
tio

n
. B

y
 n

o
o
 y

esterd
ay

, 1
,1

0
0
 h

ad
 reg

is-
tered

 to
 atte d

 th
e m

eetin
g

, w
h

ich
 w

in
d

s 
u
p
 M

o
n
d
ay

 ith
 a sp

eech
 b

y
 L

u
cy

 at 1
1
 

a.m
. T

h
e co

n
 •n

to
n
 is ex

p
ected

 to
 attract 

	

2,000 partici 	
is b

y
 to

n
ig

h
t. 

D
uring the onvention, L

ucy said C
B

T
U

 
w

ill b
e lo

o
k

in
 at A

rn
e o

f th
e cru

cial is-
sues that w

e, • s black and poor w
orkers, 

face. W
e w

ill t to
 fo

rm
u
late m

eth
o
d
s to

 
d
eal w

ith
 th

es p
ro

b
lem

s." 

	

O
n
e o

f th
e 	

o
r p

ro
b

lem
s facin

g
 th

e, 
black com

m
uni , L

ucy said, is unem
ploy-

m
ent. "W

e hay a national unem
ploym

ent 
rate o

f ab
o
u
t 1

3
 p

ercen
t; in

 o
u
r in

n
er 

cities, w
e have s high as 25 to 30 percent 

—
 w

hile our bla k teenagers face a 45 per-
cent rate." H

e s•'d C
B

T
U

 expects to pass a 
resolution durin its convention calling on 
C

ongress and th=
 president "to do m

ore in 
th

is area. T
h
e p

 esid
en

t h
as tak

en
 so

m
e 

steps in the right direction, but m
ore can 

b
e d

o
n

e. W
e are so

 u
rg

in
g

 th
e S

en
ate to

 
pass the H

um
phre -H

aw
kins F

ull E
m

ploy-
m

ent B
ill." 

A
n

o
th

er m
ajo

r c. cern
 to

 b
e d

iscu
ssed

 
during the convention, L

ucy said, is a pro- 

posal for \national health insurance. L
ucy 

said he feels a national health and m
edical 

in
su

ran
ce Ian

 is "rig
h
t fo

r all." 
L

ucy sai another resolution w
ill call for 

p
assag

e o
f th

e L
ab

o
r L

aw
 R

efo
rm

 A
ct 

1: 
w

h
ich

 is n
o
 b

efo
re C

o
n
g
ress. "It is n

o
t 

tru
e th

at th
is b

ill w
ill b

e a b
o

o
m

 to
 u

n
-

ions," L
ucy sail. It w

ill not m
ake organiz- 

ing easier for 	
'ons, but w

ill, instead, ful- 
ly

 im
p
le

m
e
n
t e

 W
a
g
n
e
r A

c
t (u

n
d
e
r 

w
hich the N

atio al L
abor R

elations B
oard 

w
as established) 
D

ouglas F
rase , president of the U

nited 
A

u
to

 W
o

rk
ers U

 'o
n

, w
as to

 b
e th

e k
ey

-
n
o
te sp

eak
er fo

r e co
n
v
en

tio
n
, talk

in
g
 to

 
th

e d
elg

ates to
d
a W

o
rk

sh
o
p
s d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
co

n
v
en

tio
n
 w

ill r e fro
m

 o
rg

an
izin

g
, p

o
-

litical actio
n

 an
d

 u
b

jects d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 

w
o

m
en

 in
 th

e lab
o

 m
o

v
em

en
t. 

O
ne of the m

ajor highlights of the con-
vention w

ill be a special service at 10 a.m
. 

to
m

o
rro

w
 n

o
tin

g
 th

e 1
0
th

 an
n
iv

ersary
 o

f 
the assassination of K

ing. A
 m

ovie recap-
p
in

g
 th

e ev
en

ts o
f th

e 1
9
6
8
 san

itatio
n
 

w
o
rk

ers' strik
e w

ill b
e sh

o
w

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
service. 

T
he C

oalition, 	
sistin

g
 o

f rep
resen

ta- 
tiv

es fro
m

 5
4

 in
te atio

n
al an

d
 n

atio
n

al 
u

n
io

n
s w

ith
 2

6
 ch

ap
t rs acro

ss th
e co

u
n

- 
try

, is w
o
rk

in
g
 v

n
 	

th
e fram

ew
o

rk
 o

f 
th

e lab
o
r m

o
v
em

en
t to

 p
lift th

e p
lig

h
t o

f 
b

lack
 an

d
 o

th
er m

in
o

n
 w

o
rk

ers," L
u

cy
 

said. 


