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M
ock Trio of O

sw
ald H

as a Few
 G

litches 
B

g R
eyn

old. H
oldin

g 
G

Birom
ulcia 1

4
g

a
l &

taro 
T

h
e A

m
erican

 B
ar A

ssocla-
tion's high-tech m

ock trial of L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald

 b
egan

 yesterd
ay 

a
t th

e
 F

a
ir

m
o
n

t H
o
te

l a
n

d
 

p
rom

p
tly stu

m
b

led
 over som

e 
low

-tech
 p

rob
lem

s. 

S
lin

k
y jazz an

d
 15 television

 
m

onitors greeted the hundreds of 
attorn

eys w
h

o sq
u

eezed
 in

to th
e 

m
akeshift courtroom

 to see w
heth-

er an
 all-star cast of law

yers an
d

 
judges could settle the issues that 
still su

rrou
n

d
 P

resid
en

t Joh
n

 F
. 

K
ennedy's assassination. 

W
h

at th
ey got, in

itially, w
as a 

K
eystone K

ops routine. 

T
he opening speaker w

as about 
to exp

lain
 th

e tech
n

ological w
on

-
d

ers of com
p

u
ter an

im
ation

 an
d

 
evidence reconstruction w

hen his 
m

icrophone w
ent dead. W

ith that 
problem

 fixed, the crow
d rose for 

th
e en

tran
ce of p

resid
in

g Ju
d

ge 
C

arol C
orrigan

 of th
e A

lam
ed

a 
C

ounty Superior C
ourt. Judge C

or-
rigan

 step
p

ed
 b

eh
in

d
 th

e b
en

ch
, 

sat dow
n and disappeared atop a 

collapsing chair. 

"
Is th

ere a law
yer ou

t th
ere?"

 
said the quick-thinking C

orrigan 
as she peaked over the bench and 
saw

 the opportunity for a tidy law
-

suit. A
fter a few

 m
in

u
tes of h

asty 
construction repairs, the tw

o-day 
trial that is being broadcast nation-
ally on the C

ourt T
V

 cable channel 
began in earnest. 

T
he trial, w

hich no one expects 
to resolve the nearly 90-year con-
troversy that began N

ov. 22, 1903, 
n

everth
eless attracted

 h
igh

-p
ro-

file attorneys to argue the case. 

P
rom

in
en

t B
ay A

rea attorn
ey 

Joseph C
otchett, w

ho is prosecut-
ing O

sw
ald w

ith top trial law
yers 

John K
eker and Jam

es B
rosnahan, 

told the jury that the alleged assas-
sin w

as a "disturbed m
an, a fanatic 

about guns and possessed w
ith the 

d
esire to set h

im
self ap

art.... H
e 

w
asn't w

hat you w
ould call a stable 

M
arine. H

is love w
as w

eapons and 
F

idel C
astro." 

C
otchett' said the case against 

O
sw

ald w
as sim

ple: to prove that 
O

sw
ald shot the rifle found in the 

T
exas S

ch
ool B

ook
 D

ep
ository,  

th
at th

e sh
ot k

illed
 K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 

that O
sw

ald acted deliberately and 
w

ith intent to 

C
o

m
p

u
ter-A

id
ed

 M
ee  

T
he prosecution w

ill have plen-
ty of h

elp
 from

 state-of-th
e-art 

tech
n

ology. D
u

rin
g C

oteh
ett's 

op
en

in
g statem

en
t, a com

p
u

ter-
m

ad
e vid

eo took
 view

ers flyin
g 

th
rou

gh
 th

e D
allas streets w

h
ere 

K
en

n
ed

y w
as k

illed
, p

in
p

oin
tin

g 
the trajectory of the assassin's bul-
lets. A

n
 en

h
an

ced
 version

 of an
  

am
ateu

r m
ovie of th

e assassina-
tion left the crow

d stunned after It 
show

ed, fram
e-by-fram

e, a bullet 
exp

lod
in

g in
to th

e p
resid

en
t's 

skull. 
"

W
e w

ill sh
ow

 th
at th

e on
ly 

conspiracy here is the conspiracy 
to hype the A

m
erican public w

ith 
books and film

s and to m
ake m

on-
ey," C

otchett said, arguing that O
s-

w
ald acted alone to kill K

ennedy. 
Speaking for the defense, N

ew
 

Y
ork attorney T

hom
as B

arr said 
he had an "extrem

ely difficult job 
because (O

sw
ald) is not here.... H

e  

can't tell us w
hat he did, or point to 

w
itnesses that could help him

." 
B

arr em
p

h
asized

, h
ow

ever, 
that this "Is the m

ost investigated 
killing in the history of the w

orld. 
... T

here should not be the slight-
est d

ou
b

t of an
y k

in
d

 as to w
h

at 
the facts are. A

nd yet every single 
fact of any significance is open to 
serious doubt." 

D
efense C

linton on D
s.bts 

H
e said the defense, w

hich In-
clu

d
es h

is p
artn

ers D
avid

 B
oles 

and E
van C

hesier at the influential 
law

 firm
 of C

ravath
, S

w
ath

e &
 

M
oore, w

ou
ld

 sh
ow

 th
at n

o on
e 

can be sure about how
 m

any shots ,  
w

ere fired
 or w

h
ere th

ey carn
e 

from
. 

"
D

esp
ite all th

e in
vestigation

, 
the governm

ent only has circum
-

stantial evidence to string togeth-
er.... T

h
e d

ou
b

ts are su
ch

 th
at in

 
this case (the governm

ent) cannot 
carry its burden," said B

arr, w
hose 

use of old-fashioned posters to il-
lustrate his points contrasted w

ith 
the prosecution's high-tech devic-
es. A

ctors w
ill portray m

any of the 
w

itnesses at the trial, including O
s-

w
ald's w

ife, M
arina. 

T
he audience can keep track of 

the action by w
atching one of the 

T
V

 screens that registers how
 con-

vincing the judges, law
yers and ju-

rors th
in

k
 th

e testim
on

y is. R
ed

, 
blue and green lines representing 
th

e d
ifferen

t grou
p

s con
stan

tly 
sq

u
iggle across a grap

h
 on

 th
e 

screen
s in

 resp
on

se to im
p

u
lses 

sent from
 hand-held m

onitors. 
A

ccord
in

g to th
e lin

es, ju
rors 

seem
ed

 to react ab
ou

t eq
u

ally to 
th

e p
rosecu

tion
 an

d
 d

efen
se d

u
r- 

ing opening argum
ents. 	

. 


