
HAROLD WEISBERG 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21702 

12/10/93 
Hr. Tom Alyea 
P.O. Box 4266 
Tulsa, OK 74159 

'?ear Mr. Alyea, 

As Gary Kock told yeau, I am looking for the first picture taken or as close to 

that as I can get of the rifle as found. As you remembered, I had printed one from 

a commis ion volume in my first book. I did not turn or distort it. I printed it the 

way tho Commission did. While that is not a clear pictue4 if it is examined closely 

it is clear that the picture does not reflect that the rifle was standing on its 

butL, which Clary indicated you thought I was trying to show. Nothing like that! I just 

.ant to show it as it was left. I had heard that you photographed it before Stude-

baker and thus I believed that ypur photographs, frames, would be more likely to 

depict it before it was touched. And certainly be clearer! 

Gary sAd that one of the detectives used your camera for you. I remember that 

Constable Weitzman and wa:.; it 1)eputy looney posted guard so it would not be touched. 

So, I think it is likely that what you have on film was befo re Studebaker shot any. 

That is my interest, plus the fact that the pictures in the Archives are terrible. I 

want to use it to illustrate the testimony by the two above, nothing else. 
Gar/ told me the Azle end is not included. My interest is not in showing the 

entire rifle, although that would be better. 'L  just want to show how it ag was when 

it was Round, before it or anything around it was touched or moved. 

Its rolationship to the boxes, things like that, too. 

You may not be aware of it but there is no theorizing in any of icy hooks. To the 

degree possible 1  avmid any contact with those who think that whether or not there 

was a conspirey is a matter of theory. 

If you'll be kind enough to let me have a print 	appreciate it. Tell me the 

cost and I'll send you a check. And if you do, please indicate how to credit it. If 

I understood Uary correctly and you were not allowed to do it yourself, that can, I 

think, indicate police responsibility in being that careful and if you'll give me a 

brief'accuunt of that 1  mai want to include it. Uredit where credit is due, too. 

If you are kind enough to do this, please make it two prints. 

s cerely, 

harold Weisberg 
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T
he F

B
I located C

am
eram

an S
teven L

. A
lexander. w

ho had 

covered the tragic events in D
allas from

 the evening of the assassi-
nation day through the m

urder of O
sw

ald. T
hat report (E

xhibit 
2037) show

s not a single question asked him
 by F

B
I A

gent Jam
es 

A
. W

ooten about any pictures he took, and yet it is utterly devasta-
tin

g
 o

f th
e p

o
lice, sh

o
w

in
g

 th
at th

ey
 allo

w
ed

 free in
g

ress an
d

 
egress at the tim

e O
sw

ald w
as to be m

oved and that they never 
o
n
ce ask

ed
 A

lex
an

d
er fo

r th
e cred

en
tials h

e d
id

 n
o
t h

av
e. H

e 
could have testified that there w

as no question about the specific 

announcem
ent of the tim

e O
sw

ald w
ould be m

oved, an open invi-

tatio
n

 to
 an

 attem
p

t u
p

o
n

 h
is life. H

e co
u

ld
 h

av
e testified

 th
at 

im
m

ediately after R
uby killed O

sw
ald, "there w

as a rum
or going 

around in the basem
ent of the C

ity H
all in D

allas on the afternoon 
of N

ovem
ber 24, 1963, that ... O

sw
ald had been in R

uby's night 

club a day or tw
o before N

ovem
ber 22, 1963." H

e could and did 
id

en
tify

 a n
u

m
b

er o
f o

th
er w

itn
esses. H

e w
as n

o
t called

 as a 

w
itness. N

ot one of those he nam
ed w

as called, even though pic-
tures taken by som

e w
ere used in "evidence." 

If w
e have no w

ay of know
ing w

hether or not A
lexander took 

film
 of value, this is not the case w

ith T
hom

as P
. A

lyea, W
F

A
A

-
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155 

T
V

 cam
eram

an. R
eturning from

 covering the P
resident's visit to 

F
ort W

orth, he had just reached D
ealey P

laza w
hen the P

resident 
w

as shot. A
lyea, too, had pictures of the face and front of the 

T
S

B
D

 building at the m
om

ent of the assassination, of people going 
in and com

ing out and standing around, perhaps hurrying aw
ay. 

"H
e im

m
ediately ran inside," the F

B
I report says. 

O
nce inside, he film

ed the search for the assassin, and w
hen 

the rifle w
as located on the sixth floor, he photographed it in its 

original position. 
A

lyea's pictures of the rifle "in its original position" can be 
enough to destroy the entire R

eport. In photographing the rifle in 
place, P

olice P
hotographer R

obert L
ee S

tudebaker got a better 
picture of his ow

n knee. T
he C

om
m

ission uses pictures that are 
of even poorer quality than those available from

 the police. B
y 

going to the police copies, I w
as able to find a picture that does 

show
 how

 carefully the rifle w
as hidden. 

A
lyea m

ust have preserved on film
 all the people on the sixth 

floor from
 the m

om
ent he got there, those w

ho w
ere there, those 

w
ho left and those w

ho cam
e. H

e got there, from
 the F

B
I report, 

alm
ost im

m
ediately. H

is pictures are undoubtedly the best and 
apparently the only record of the condition of that floor at the 
tim

e of the assassination, of w
here things w

ere and w
ere not. and 

of w
ho w

as there and w
ho cam

e there. 
W

ithout doubt. A
lyea's w

as the m
ost valuable of film

. H
e ap-

pears to have been the only photographer there. (W
e cannot know

 
officially because the C

om
m

ission did not w
ant us to.) H

e is not 
m

entioned in the R
eport and w

as not interview
ed until after his 

film
 "had been used extensively in television broadcasts both from

 
D

allas and from
 C

B
S

, N
ew

 Y
ork." A

gain, this is 100 percent 
consistent w

ith the record of the F
B

I and the C
om

m
ission. 

B
y the tim

e he w
as interview

ed, according to the F
B

I report, 
"the film

 [had] now
 been cut and spliced w

ith other film
." It w

as 
no longer in its original form

. T
his is natural, inevitable, the nor-

m
al co

n
seq

u
en

ce o
f th

e u
se o

f th
e film

, an
d

 n
o

t secret to
 th

e 
governm

ent w
hich, by doing nothing, guaranteed it w

ould happen. 
A

lyea prom
ised that his station w

ould "dub a copy of all of 
the five hundred feet w

hich they could locate and identify and 
furnish it to the F

B
I." O

n A
pril 10, four and a half m

onths after 
the assassination. R

. N
eil Q

uigley, one of these tw
o interview

ing 
agents, w

as given a roll of film
 by B

ob T
urner, of the W

F
A

A
 


