Progsascti%e witnessce- Jemes W, Altgens 1/4/e8

Possibly reading or remrssding what 4 have written of 4£ltggns in
the two chepters cf part three of HITE 48H II tekes more time thut yeu now have.
There ic more on hin in WHITL ASH gnd PHOTOGRAPHIC ‘HITEWASH, There is a copy of
the nnrutlished index £ of WWII in your offide., I gsve it to Tom.

Uging bim as a vitness den cerve » number of nurpore. I think those that
mi n% not im-edistely sugrest themselves will heve & very gond effect on the Jury
and sorve hiestoriesl need. -

e wes one ~f the closer eyewltnesses %t~ the easassination. IT his camera
“wes o Ehrongh-the-lens reflex, he had on excellent view nt the equivalent of 7255,
He gnve the mest graphice teetimony sbout the aprey of bisin metter over the left
slde, hich 1g entirely inconsistent with the right side of tle heed enly having
explnded sub. Golng nlong with same of my unpublished neteriel in TOST FORTEMe which
ig entireltyeubatenticted by the Z film, he cen be used to destroy the cffieisl
explanetl~ - ¢ the fatel wound. He cen testify to the wird, heving gotten a plcture
of ®ra, Tonredy sz the car furned from Main into dousten nnd as she gretmd har
hat o keeon tho wind from blowing 1t ofl. '

f: chellenged Liebeler to a reconstructicn of where hs wee stendirz.
Liek=lcr btec'ced off tut meinteined the wrong positicn. In fret, Llebzler merked
the pezition where Altgens weo, not 2ltgens. I used this and erred, for Tiebeler
put blm in the #rong place, tlersfore, the chsrt 1 mads besed on Lieb:ler's marking
of Altgens position when he ook his most famouaz pioturs loeatss the cer at the
wrong place.

Daaplite tus Imp-rbence of his picture- and sny othar he might have msde-
the PI ~svolde? him until 14 could ne longer, for sbout eizht months. Thers h:ad to
bes = vy gond rezason for this, I sug-est thet in a competent nuegtionins it will
come ocut. I thirk 1% 15 not s=lone tecause of the brain sproy, although tust could
be enn.gh. In fuct, so little was lciom about him, although his i= the mnst famous
sivgle pieture of a1l end was the [irst on the wire, that by the time Sprogue mot
to tulk Yo him, Altgens did not recsll how miny pictures he sctuslly mede. I think
it i: » doven, from wh-t Sprague told me. The obhers seem to e of les: significance,
but tuey dec delay the time he could have gotten onto the grassy knell to the point
where auyons there would have diseppeared or merged with the searchars, something
Liebeler waz cersful o avoid in hls questioning, It was public smbarrsssmert tlot
fin=1ly coused the FBI to interview Altgens,

lore, aa a photographer, he may be azsumed tc be s bit sharper ss an
observer than most people. I think thet were he led into his exthsnge with Lisbaler
over how cloze he wee, he mignt recell things. THis entire thinz would be valry
destrictive of the ofrieial fiction in s most comprehensible way, which I think
would be effective ish the jury snd the judge. “erely showing how he wes pvrided,
thenhow he was cuestioned, snd then thet he had unimmemn rpicturss should be very
effective. I have tuiee places cells to Spregue, but he hez ndt responded. Jaffle
wrote s mesningless memo onx his interview with Altgenms.



