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Wreckage of Gary Powers' II-2 CIA spy plane so display I Moscow r 1960 
. 	4 

- Nation 10 
. 

. 	 - 
--- Was Lee Oswald a Soviet Spy? 

Was Lee Harvey Oswald an informer 
who save US. military secrets to the 

Soviet KGB? Was he involved in the fa-
mous downing of the U-2 spy plane? A 
tantalizing new book presents strong ev-idence that Oswald's connections with the KGB were closer and more devious than 
the public has been led to bc1..-:ve. 

The book, Legend: The Secret World of Lee Harvey Oswald. is the result of 2X 
years of work by Reader's Digest editors and researchers, who acquired many FBI 

.• 

• 

a •••• • 
41C 41=1 

Lai 

(./2 	weaves a skein of circum- Z g =sandal evidence suggesting that Oswald CD 	learned key performance data on the era's r„" 	U-2 plane while serving as a Marine ta- ctao  der controller at Atsugi. Japan, in 1937, ex— 

	

	 that he provided information to the Soviets either then or upon his defection to CD "I—, 	ussia in 1939. Oswald's information. the U— Z (I  book suggests, enabled the Soviets to rede-ujugn their rocket-guidance systems so as to ="1-•••-knock OA Pilot Gary Powers out of the air —1 1-1-1 CCOVer the Soviet Union on May 1,1960. eat 	t=l Oswald's Marine specialty, radar con- 

troller, required above-average intelli-gence, and he ranked seventh in his train-ing class in Biloxi, Miss. From visual, radio and radar observation at Atsugi, one base from which the U-2 operated, Os-
wald could have learned much about its 
speed, rate of climb and altitude. 

Oswald, according to Legend, later 
told friends that be had moved in a Com-munist circle in Tokyo when ofi'duty from Atsugi. Other Marines were surprised to learn that be spent some of his liberty 

hours at the Queen Bee, one 
orfokyo's three most expen-
sive nightclubs and a sus-
pected hangout for intelli-
gence agents from various 
nations. Even though dates 
there cost up to SICIO a night 
and Oswald took home less 
pay than that in a month, be 
began appearing at Atsugi 
with one of the Queen Bee's 
prettiest hostesses. When he 
was assigned temporarily to 
lwakuni, a US. airbase 430 
miles from Tokyo, Oswald 
was seen with an attractive 
Eurasian woman. "She was 
much too good-looking for Bugs 10swaldl," said one Marine. The book claims that the KGB coached Oswald in preparing a false diary of his 32 months in Russia so that U.S. intelligence sources would find Oswald's reasons for wanting to return to the US. credible. It never explains, however, exactly why the KGB was willing to help Oswald be repa-

triated or why it aided his Russian wife 
Marina. the niece of a military official in 
Minsk, in going to America with him. Nor does it imply that Oswald acted on KGB 

' 	• t*i 	• '• 	• 

orders is Hang President Ker- 
After the 1963 assassination. a: ins to Legend. the KOS planed a cal''  

factor called Nosenko is the US. fc 
specific purpose of amvinciag US. 
Space that Oswald bed bees comic 
so unreliable that the KOS had not 
taken up his offer to divot. US. mil 
secrets when he Mt arrived in Mos 

Much of the book camera on th 
trigue between the CIA and the FBI 
Nosenko's crab-balky. Disinclined lc 
Neve him, the CIA drew up 44 gut>.  
that is wanted the FR. which was 
briefing Noseako, to ask hie*. The 
J. Edgar Hoover refined to permit 
questioning. The reason, according to 
stein, was that Hoover took pride in 
information be was getting from ano alleged LOB defector, called Fedora 
dad had verified some portions of No 
loo's story—end if Nowak° had t shown so be a false defector, that u 
have meant that Hoover's tante too 
a KOB-planted double agent. Eveatw 
the CIA put aside its auspicioas. 

In retracing Oman movements 
ter he returned to the U.S., the book is 
persuasive in implying that he remaixtc 
LOB informant. It cites his temporary e 
ployment at a typesetting =wan) 
Dallas, where he pined access to So,  
and Cuban place Ames that the I 
Army had contracted to strip into cla 
Bed maps. The only KGB =gad nag< ed in the book k the mysteriosn oil se 
Geist George de Mobrenechildt, 
befriended the Oswaids in the Dallas a r 
He is portrayed as exaggerating the ( 
walds'-usarital problems in order to rp 
vide a reason for Oswald to wove av 
from Marina. De Mohrene:hildt, wh( 
clouded past included contacts with 
iota intelligence agencies, killed hims 
in 1977—two hours after being inc 
viewed by Epstein for Legend. 

Epstein dabs that Oswald's pt 
Cuba activities in the U.S. were design 
to convince Havana officials that be v. 
trustworthy enough to be admitted Cuba in another planned defection tic 
the US. The book traces Oswald's moN 
meats in Mexico City, and includes U. monitored telephone conversations to 
Soviet and Cuban antimonies. °swab 
last known call in Mexico City was 
make an appointment to see a Soviet • ficial. described in the book as a mend of the KGB department is charge of f, 
sign espionage and assassinations. C 
weld than returned to Dallas. 

Yet several stubborn bets block a implication that Oswald was &acted 
foreign agents to hunt down Kennedy 
Texas. He found his job in the Te) 
School Book Depository building 
chance. and long before it was known d 
Kennedy planned to ride in a motorca 
past the building. If the killing actua 
MS planned by foreign watt. Osul 
was the iuckiest assassin in history. It 
far more likely that be mw his unexpe 
ed opportunity—and took it. 

. • 	• . 	Tun. FESRUARY 27, • •• 	• 

A fascinating new portrait of Kennedy's assassin 

24 	 

and CIA documents under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act and. in addition, covered 
some 130.000 miles in 26 
states and nine nations to in-
terview Oswald's former as-
sociates. It was written by 
Edward Jay Epstein, a care-
ful academic researcher 
whose 1966 book. Inquest. 
first revealed the flaws in the 
Warren Commission's in- 

igation but did not con-
jure up any wild conspiracy 
theories. 

Epstein still refuses to 
draw fiat conclusions. Yet he Marius Oswald In 195$ 
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Attached documents are those alluded to at Mt 
Veit Chiefs' seafereace Tburedey, 1/13/7111 

1. A leers: .f the imvitatioa to the Admialster• 
lag of the Oath of Office to Direster Webster. 

2. • mesoramdue loom Mr. Bassett reqmestimg be 
be advised by the *lose of business oath tirade! items fog 
sorrespoodence ever five days eld chub have mot been 
eakmovledged. t at asking illsa Lefty to assure that the 
required submission to the Division frost ease sash 
Miuday be made and advisimg her tf she resolves me settee 
from any Unit Chief she is free to assume there are mo 
items to be reported. 
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This =lisle sets forth extremely sensitive taformatioa *high 
apparently has been released is spite of its elassifiability., 
Also, as a result of this publielty, a a deer for 	lora- 
ties is Spemed to the Souse Select Committee se Assess 

4. A eopy of the weekly roes, prepared by the ri  
Beetles shads"; Spatial Agent am4 sulopert personnel assigaed. 
The seeemd page et this ramp sets forth all thees mbe aro 
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