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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY' 18,1%4 

Mr. Wit.taamet  introduced the following joint rct4olution; which was referred 

to the Conaniuee on the Judiciary . 

• 

JOIN  7-7 R1172,011 ,UTTON 

To provide that information relating to the assassination of the 

_ 1$e President John F. Kennedy shall be made public. 

1 	Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That the joint resolution enlitled "Joint Resolution author- 

4 izing the Commission established to report upon the assassina- 

5 tion of President Johns F. Kennedy to compel the attend- 

6 once and testimony of witnesses and the production of 

7 evidence", approved December 13, 1963 (77 Stat. 3G2; 

8 Public Law 88.-202) , is amended by ;lading at the end there- 
; 

9 of the following new section: 

10 	"SEC. 2. A record shall be kept. of the proceedings of 

I 
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_ 	1 the Commission, including a literal transcript of the testi- 

2 mony of witnesses and all documental),  evidence presented 

 I 
	 3 to the Commission that relates to any matter under investiga- 

4 tion by the Commisbion, which record shall ha open to public 

5 inspection upon completion of the work of the Commission, 

6  together with the endings and conclusions of the Commisz,.. 

7 sion with respect to the assassination of the late President 

8 John F. Iennedy and the subsequent violent death of the 

9  man charged with the assassination." 
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Public Law 88-202 	• 

88th Congress. S. J. Res. 137 

December 13, 1963 

r 6. rfrte,tvn 117104:rm 

Authorizing the essumission 	 mom' upon the mismadtiatiou of 

Pri4iitlent John P'. Kennedy to munitel Ilw aittendanee and testimony of 

and the orialsietisil of  e% Welbr. 

Re4olred by the aerate ond Hogue of kr pneNentotives of the United 

Siotem of Americo in Congroot mumbled, That (a) for the purposes 

of this joint resolut ion, the term "Commission-  means the Commission 

appointed by the President by Executive Order 11130, dated November 

29, 1963. 
(b) The Commission, or nny member of the Commission when so 

authorized by the Commission, shall have power to issue subpenas 

requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the produc-

tion of any evidence that relates to any matter under investigation by 

the Commission. The ('ommission, or any member of the Commission 

or any agent or agency designated by the Commission for such pur-

pose, may administer oaths and affirmations, examine witnesses, and 

receive evidence. Such attendance of witnesses and the production of 

su7.11 evidence mar be required from any place within the United States 

at any desig,nated place of hearing. 
'c) In case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpena issued to any 

person under subsection (b). any court of the United States within 

the jurisdiction of which the inquiry is carried on or within the juris-

diction of which said person guilty of contumacy or refusal to obey 

is found or resides or transacts business, upon application by the Com-

mission shall have jurisdiction to issue to such person an order requir-

ing such person to appear before the Commission, its member, agent, 

or agency, there to produce evidence if so ordered, or there to give tes-

timony touching the matter under investigation or in question; and 

any failure to obey such order of the court may be punished by said 

court as a contempt thereof. 
(d) Process and papers of the Commission, its members, agent, or 

agency, may be served either upon the witness in person or by regis-

tered mail or by telegraph or by leaving n copy thereof at the residence 

or principal office or place of business of the person required to be 

served. The verified return by the individual so serving the same, set- 

ting forth the manner of such service, shall be proof of the  same, and  

the return post office receipt or telegraph receipt therefor when regis-

tered and mailed or telegraphed as aforesaid shall be proof of service of 

the same. Witnesses summoned before the Commission, its members, 

agent, or agency, shall be paid the same fees and mileage that are 

paid witnesses in the courts of the United States, and witnesses whose 

depositions are taken and the persons taking the same shall severally 

be entitled to the same fees as are paid for like services in the courts 

of the United States. 
(e) No person shall be excused from attending and testifying or 

from producing books, records, correspondence, documents, or other 

evidence in obedience to a subpena, on the ground that the testimony 

or evidence required of him may tend to incriminate him or subject 

him to a penalty or forfeiture,- but no individual shall be prosecuted 

or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture (except demotion or removal 

from office) for or on account of any transaction, matter, or thins con-

cerning which he is compelled, after having claimed his privilege 

Commission in.. 
vestignting 
sessination sf 
President John 
F. Linnet/. 
Subpena power. 
24 P.R. 12789. 

nannir of ger. 
vise. 

77 STAT. 362. 
77 STAT. 363. 
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mai mit s elf - 
las ftainsti en. 
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December 13. 1963 -2- 
• Pub. Law 88-202 

77 STAT. 363. 

Flaps of 
servioe. 

against self-incrimination, to lad ify or produce evidence, except that 
such individual so testifying shall not be exempt from prosecution and 
punishment for perjury committed in so test (tying. 

(f) All process of any court to which applicat ►on may be made tinder 
this Act may be served in the judicial district wherein 11►e perown 
required to be served resides or may be found. 

Approved December 13, 1963. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 109 (1963)s 
Deo. 9s Passed Senate. 
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• 
Tuesday, December 3, 1964, 	 FEDERAL REGISTER 

Executive Order 11130 

APPOINTING A COMMISSION TO REPORT UPON THE ASSASSINATION 

OF PRESIDENT JOHN, F. KENNEDY 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as President of the United 

States, I hereby appoint a Commission to ascertain, evaluate and report 

upon the facts relating to the assassination of the late President 

John F. Kennedy and the subsequent violent death of the man charged 

with the assassination. The Commission shall consist of.— 

The Chief Justice of the United States, Chairman; 
Senator Richard B. Russell; 
Senator John Sherman Cooper; 
Congressman hale Boggs; 
Congressman Gerald R. Ford; 
The Honorable Allen W. Dulles; 
The Honorable John J. McCloy. 
The purposes of the Commission are to examine the evidence de-

veloped by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and any additional 

evidence that may hereafter come to light or be uncovered by federal 

or state authorities; to make such further investigation as the Com- 

mission finds desirable; to evaluate all the facts and circumstances 

surrounding such assassination, including the subsequent violent 

death of the man charged with the avan-ssination, and to report to me 

its findings and conclusions. 

The Commission is empowered to prescribe its own procedures and 

to employ such assistants as it deems necessary. 

r Necessary expenses of the Commission may be paid from the "Eimer-

' geney Fund for the President". 

All Executive departments and agencies are directed to furnish the 

Commission with such facilities, services and cooperation as it may 

request from time to time. 
LYNDON B. 'JOHNSON 

—Tam Wurrz HOUSE, 
. November 89, 1963. 
[Fa. Doc. 03-12560; Piled, Dec. 2, 1063; 10:05 a.m.] 
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Mr. Mohr November 22, 868 

C. D. DeLcach 

LEE M. OSWALD 

At the invitation of Toni Cole, Special Assistant to Senator John C. 

Tower (fl-Texas ), I had SA lianaing personally centa:t the Senator's office to review 

the file the Eraizatur 1".:13 on captioned individual. Pho :octet copies of the complete 

filet are attached. The file was personally reviewed zo insure that the attached was 

the entire content of the file inasmuch as there are very obvtoue gaps in the informatia: 

For the most Fazio  the file tsm:ists cf letters enclitueed between Oswald and the 

State Der..artment during 1961 and 1062 when he was making efforts to get out of the 

Soviet Union with his Itusstan wife. There is only Gee letter to Senator Tower which 

was writtc.,Na to hini by Oswald from 	USr.a, in rhich he requests the Senator's 

assts ens,: in returning to the United ;;totes. AlthcuE h this letter is undated, the 

Senator's cilice Lelieved it was received in January, 1902. 

It is or interest to note that there is a memorandum in the file dated 

2-142 	Lin.;:a. Linda is en assist:zit in Seaata? Tower's office. This memoranda 

indicataz. Llat she had received a call from Mr. Stani !Aid in the Department of State 

rer,arcin_ Cswall's request to return to the United States. The memorandum states 

that on 1I-2-59, 	amid swore to the following tiffidavit: 

"I a:arm that my allegiance is to the fioviet Socialist 

Csvrald requested that his American citizenship be revoked. The 

memorandum indicated that he now wished to returt to the United States but his mothe 

v.ras unable to finance his return trip and that the State Department would probably 

furnish him a loan. The memorandum concludes that the Senator should not become 

involved in this case. 

;rator Tower's office said it is obvious that the State Department never 

kept them adv:;ed as to the final disposition of this case. 
Al re 

RECOMV.r.',NT  :ETON: 	 3SN•e3  

Goa . 
Err A. information. 

7.nelocures 
1 - Mr. f;elmont 

C1)- Ls. ;_ullivan 
1 - 	4.,osen 

(8)  

1 - Mr. Jones 
1 - Mr. Morrell 
1- Mr. Tolson . 
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• UNTIED STATES GOVERNMENT.  

Memorandum 
• THE DIRECTOR 	 DATE: 

	

PROM i 	 N. P. CALLAHAN 

	

stmacr: 	THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 

December 9, 1963 

/vitv  

The Congressional Record for Friday, December 6, 1963, has 
been reviewed and the following items contained therein have been noted for 
your attention. 

SENATE  

Pages 22457-22461. Senator Byrd, (D) Virginia, submitted 
for the Joint Committee on Reduction of Nonessential Federal Expenditures 
a report on Federal employment for the months of September and October 1963, 
and pay for the months of August and September 1963. References to the 
Justice Department, indicating a decrease in personnel and pay, have been 
noted. 

Page 22473. Senator Russell, (D) Georgia, submitted for 
himself and Senator Cooper, (R) Kentucky, a joint resolution (S. J. Res. 137) 
authorizing the Commission established to report upon the assassination of 
President. John F. Kennedy, to compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses 
and the production of evidence. 

-. . Pages 22521-22522. The Senate passed without amendment 
S. 1319, to amend chapter 35 of title 18, United States Code, with respect to 
the escape or attempted escape of juvenile delinquents. Senator Mansfield, 
(D) Montana, requested to have printed in the Record excerpts from the 

enate Report on this bill. The report pointed out that this legislation was . 
ecommended by the Justice Department. 

Pages 22522-22527. The Senate passed without amendment 8. 776, 
to encourage the creation of original ornamental designs of useful articles by 

- protecting the authors of such designs for a limited time against unauthorized 

1 - Mr.i Tolson - with enclosure 3 3 a A t r 	 ; • 
• . 

- Mr. Belmont - with enclosure 
1 - Mr. Mohr - with enclosure 
1 - Mr. DeLoacil.,7 with enclosure • •,:,'":  • 

1 - Mr. Rosen - witfienclosure 
1 - Mr. Evans - with enclosure OVER 

_ M,. n r Morrell - with enclosure 
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copying. Senator Mansfield, (D) Montana, requested to have printed in tbe 

Record an excerpt from the Senate Report explaining the purposes of the bill. 

Pages 22542-22546. Send& Simpson, (R) Wyoming, spoke 

concerning the assassination of President Kennedy. He stated "From all strata 

of American life—from pulpit, press, and the Nation's highest court—has come 

the enunciation that a great deficit in American morals is the underlying cause 

of the Dallas tragedy. This, I vehemently resent. - - - Statements affixing a 

collective guilt, whether. it be upon Dallas, the great State of Texas, or the 

Nation, can come only from men who have lost contact with the American spirit. 

They are ignoring both the facts of the assassination and the manner in which 

the American people responded to the tragedy. - - - Those who would accuse 

the political right of pulling the trigger overlook the plethora of facts which 

point the finger of guilt at Lee Oswald and his affinity to leftwing dogmas from 

Marx to Castro. - - - As I have said, Mr. President, it is unlikely that a 

conspiracy of -Oswald's leftist compatriots exists in the assassination. It is 

my understanding that a soon to be released report by the FBI. substantiates 

that Oswald acted as a 'loner' in the killing. But why was not Oswald under 

the closest scrutiny during the President's visit in Texas?" Mr. Simpson 

included several articles and editorials with his remarks. 

Pages 22551-22553. Senator Mundt, (R) South Dakota, spoke 

concerning the assassination of President Kennedy. Mr. Mundt stated "A 

group of propagandists in foreign lands and a few commentators and writers in 

America have sought to convey the erroneous idea that the tragic and brutal 

assassination of President Kennedy reflected 'an American attitude' and that 

all our citizens should have a sense of guilt because of this atrocious act. 

Fortunately, however, wiser and more thoughtful spokesmen are now making 

clear the fact which should have been apparent to us all; namely, that Oswald 

was a malicious killer and that his murderer, in turn, was an erratic individual 

and publicity seeker." Mr. Mundt, in submitting three newspaper articles with 

his remarks, included an article entitled "Assassination Evokes Odd Views—

Many Seen Linking Kennedy Killing To Racists, Rightists, Despite Facts." This 

article stated "Now a series of inquiries is beginning. One is by the FBI and the 

Justice Department into both the assassination and the murder of the accused 

assassin. - - - But one simple fact should not be ignored. The accused, and 

likely, murderer was a proudly professed Marxist he never boasted of being a 

segregationist or a far-righter." 
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Pages 22553-22555. Senator Magnuson, (D) Washington, 
submitted the text of an address delivered by Mr. Hoover on accepting the 
Brotherhood Award of the Washington Hebrew Congregation. He also included 
an article written by Jerry O'Leary, Jr., entitled "Hoover Says Fanatics Are 
Threat to Nation" which appeared in the Washington Evening Star on 
December 5th. Mr. Magnuson stated "millions of sorrowful, thoughtful 
Americans listened Tuesday night as their FBI Director, J. Edgar Hoover,  
spoke to them and for them. His speech was very thoughtful and imported 
and, in fact, was one of the most intelligent addresses I have ever read. - -
I am glad J. Edgar Hoover has won the Brotherhood Award of the Washington 
Hebrew Congregation. He deserves it." 

Page 22600. The Senate confirmed the nomination of William Jack 
Howard, of California, to be Chairman of the Military Liaison Committee to the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

Adjournment: Until Monday, December 9, 1963, at 12 noon. 

HOUSE 

The proceedings of the House contain nothing of particular 
interest to the Bureau. 

APPENDDE  

Pages A7445-A7446. Congressmari Boggs, (D) Louisiana, 
extended his remarks to include the address delivered by Mr. Hoover, before 
the Brotherhood of the Washington Hebrew Congregation, on December 4, 1963. 
Mr. Boggs stated "I commend to every Member of the House and Senate this 
very fine speech in which Mr. Hoover not only recites many eternal truths 
about freedom and liberty, but also he says them very well." 
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A 	article mariag in the Illashingten 
Post and Times Swale dated 12 	, wattled °Dillies Ad 

with Bernard Weissman whose name appears as • 	of Placer Explains Its Seam," reveals a tel 	-.- 

the full-page highly critical ad concerning Pres 	P  

Zunedy's foreign policies in the "Dallas Natalie News' . . 
as the musing of 11-22-63, Weissman stated the way -4: 	7 
for the ad, 111,463, was collected by a solidi group be bedded . 	. 
known as the American Pact Finding Cossaittee-,* Me added 	• 

be was in Dallas n the President was assassiaated 	 ..- 
telephoned the PK the same d and volunteered to appear 
for questioning 'because of the attention that had been 
focused on my grow due to its announced aims sleet 
conservative lines;" Ile further added 'they (the PD!) 
knew more about as than I knew about myself," He stated -- 
be left Dallas • few days later because k could net ears 
a living with the threats and pressure being brought to 12- 	- 
bear against him by local liberal trews: - 	 -- 

The Director coumentsd on the ail  eve parties * 
of the article 'Is this story accurst*" 	. 

Either stetsons has been misquoted ear he is  
lying to matelot to create an iwressioa he is of sees. 
importance, Wy memorandum dated 12-6-63 which you have  
seen and which is attached, pets forth the facts concerning 
the preparations of the ad, those responsible and those 	• 
from whom the funds were solicited, Weissman, who arrivei 
in Dallas only 19 dais before the assassination, remitted 
his name to be used fan the purpose of counteract's( 
charges of anti-Semitism which had bees directed against i. 

the conservatives, 	.•, 	 • 	 .• 
. 	

' 

- In regard to Weissemules alleged  
call to the Dallas Office, SAC Gordon Shankilu on 1240-63 

WDS:hrt 
(7) 

• 
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Patterson was in the police ation in Dallas
, be engaged an FE 

agent in conversation and fund out that he was on the subversive -

desk. This agent reportedly stated to Patterson that subject had 

contacts' 2 known subversive agents about 15 days befire the shooting 

but the entire information was Top Secret and be the Bureau agent) 

could not tell the Secret Service any more bu
t felt sure that the 

file would be turned over to the Chief of the Secret Service. 

While reviewing 
on 12-11-63, a memo dated 1 
Patterson addressed to aChi 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD r` 
INTERNAL SECURITY • 

LI 	
• 

1 -Rosen-  '"'mr";,,---W.,.77.  
Sullive 
Rogge a • airamilan 

1 - Bartlett,. 
1 4. Liaison -IP- 	-,!„ 	. 
1 Turner 	 14, 

- ' - 	 - 

adquarters files of Secret 'Service 

63 from Secret Service Agent William 11. 

was found which stated that while 

1 - Belmont 
 

P14 

.. r. • 	- 

- • . 

On 12-11-63 the Dallas office was telephonica
lly requested 

to identify the agent who had tasted to Patter
son and get specific 

details as to what was said and to submit it 
to the Bureau. Dallas 

teletype 12-11-63 points out that this matter
 was discussed with 

personnel or the Dallas office and the- only incident wil cb in any way 

resembles this report relates to a conversati
on between SA James 

Hosty, Jr.. of the Dallas office and Forrest 
V. Sorrels, agent is 	, 

dumnge of the Dallas unit of the Secret Servic
e. This conversation 

took place at the police stational' subject w
as arrested. Hosty and . 

SA James W. Bookhout were assigned to sit in 
on the police interview -

of subject. Following the interview subject w
as taken into an outer 

office where Sorrels began questioning lain. 
After talking to subject 

for some time during which subject was furnis
hing information 

'concerning his background and travel to Russi
a, Captain Will Frits - 

of the Dallas Police Department mentioned to 
Sorrels that SA Hosty 

might have some information concerning subje
ct. At this point . 

SA Hosty called Sorrels aside and told him th
at there was more infor-

mation concerning subject but he should get it through FBI headquarters 

is Washington. Nothing more was said. . 	• 	
"c,   

4 	 ■ 	 Vt..;• 

There were several other"agents of the Secret
 Service 

present when this comment was made to Sorrels
 but it was made in such 

a fashion that no one else might hear it and 
so far as SA Hosty knows 

they did not overhear it. Hosty did not tell 
Sorrels or anyone else 

that subject bad contacted 2 known 
subversive agents about 15 days 

before the assassination. SA Bookhout sat in 
on the interview of 

105-82555 
ETT:cgw 
(9) 

t, 
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subject but did not bear SA Rosty's conversation with Sorrels."
Dalas teletype indicates there is no information known to the  

Dallas office other than this incident which could even remotelk, 

be considered as a basis for Secret Service Agent Patterson's 
IMO. • 

RECOSII2=121 
It is recommended that liaison discus this matter with 

appropriate personnel at Secret Service headquarters in an effort 
to ascertain the basis for Patterson's memo. The Secret Service should 

be advised that the PSI did not as of 11-25-63, does not at thepresent 

time and never wd/da have any information indicating that subject had 

contacted 2 *known subversive agents 15 days before the assassination.•  
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