
t
n
 
I

t  latta an
d
 fu

tu
re 

led A
lem

an to fatal finale 

1
 

ry 

B
y H

E
L
G

A
 S

IL
V

A
 	

t,3 
H

erald Staff W
riter 

P
e
n
n
ile

ss, d
e
p
re

sse
d
 a

n
d
 co

n
vin

ce
d
 

th
e
 M

a
fia

 w
a
s o

u
t to

 kill h
im

, Jo
se

 B
ra

u
-

lio
 A

le
m

a
n
, h

e
ir to

 a
 C

u
b
a
n
 fo

rtu
n
e
, 

co
m

m
itte

d
 su

icid
e
 in

 a
 fin

a
l ra

m
p
a
g
e
 

th
a
t le

ft a
 tra

il o
f d

e
a
th

 a
n
d
 b

lo
o
d
 

am
ong those he loved m

ost. 
T

h
e
 s

to
ry

 M
o

n
d
a

y
 fro

m
 th

e
 fe

w
 

frie
n
d
s
 A

le
m

a
n
 c

o
n
fid

e
d
 in

 w
a
s
 o

f a
 

m
a
n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 lo

st h
is m

o
n
e
y, h

is la
n
d
 

h
o
ld

in
g
s a

n
d
 h

is m
e
n
ta

l h
e
a
lth

. 
T

h
e
 o

n
ly so

n
 o

f th
e
 la

te
 Jo

se
 M

a
n
u
e
l 

A
le

m
a
n
, a

 p
re

-B
a
tista

 C
u
b
a
n
 m

in
iste

r o
f 

e
d
u
ca

tio
n
 —

 w
h
o
se

 ca
re

e
r a

n
d
 fo

rtu
n
e
 

w
e
re

 clo
u
d
e
d
 b

y ch
a
rg

e
s o

f g
ra

ft a
n
d
 

co
rru

p
tio

n
 —

 w
a

s a
fra

id
 o

f b
e
in

g
 kille

d
 

b
y th

e
 M

a
fia

. H
e
 b

e
lie

ve
d
 h

is 1
9
7
8
 C

o
n
-

g
re

s
s
io

n
a
l te

s
tim

o
n
y
. a

g
a
in

s
t u

n
d
e
r-

w
o
rld

 fig
u
re

 S
a
n
to

 T
ra

ffic
a
n
te

 h
a
d
 

m
a
rke

d
 h

im
 fo

r life
. 

"H
e
 tru

ste
d
 ve

ry fe
w

 p
e
o
p
le

. H
e
 w

a
s 

c
o
n
v
in

c
e
d
 th

e
 M

a
fia

 w
a
s
 a

fte
r h

in
t," 

s
a
id

 E
u
g
e
n
io

 M
a
rtin

e
z
, re

c
e
n
tly

 p
a
r-

d
o
n
e

d
 W

a
te

rg
a
te

 b
u

rg
la

r, a
 clo

se
 frie

n
d

. 
"In

 th
e
 la

st fo
u
r o

r five
 ye

a
rs h

e
 h

a
d
 

becom
e alm

ost a recluse because he w
as 

co
n

vin
ce

d
 th

e
 M

a
fia

 w
a

s g
o

in
g

 to
 re

ta
li-

a
te

 a
g
a

in
st h

im
 b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f h

is te
stim

o
-

n
y," sa

id
 M

a
rtin

e
z, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 g

o
tte

n
 A

le
-

m
a
n
 h

is la
st jo

b
: ca

r sa
le

sm
a
n
 a

t A
n
th

o
-

n
y A

b
ra

h
a

m
 C

h
e
vro

le
t. A

le
m

a
n
 la

ste
d
 

three w
eeks. 

A
lem

an had seen his share of the fam
-

ily fo
rtu

n
e
 —

 o
n
ce

 e
stim

a
te

d
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 

$
2
9
 m

illio
n
 a

n
d
 $

2
0
0
 m

illio
n
 —

 d
w

in
d
le

 
a
w

a
y
 in

 e
ffo

rts
 to

 fig
h
t fo

rm
e
r C

u
b
a
n
 

d
icta

to
r F

u
lg

e
n
cio

 B
a
tista

 a
n
d
 la

te
r F

id
e
l 

C
a
stro

. I tr•th
in

 t- 	
m

o
rtg

sa
e
 p

a
y- 

in
e
n
ts, p

ro
p
e
rty ta

xe
s a

n
d
 u

p
ke

e
p
, h

e
 

h
a
d
 so

ld
, o

n
e
 b

y o
n
e
, la

n
d
 h

o
ld

in
g
s th

a
t 

a
t o

n
e
 tim

e
 in

clu
d
e
d
 th

e
 M

ia
m

i sta
d
iu

m
, 

h
o
te

ls a
n
d
 w

h
a
t is n

o
w

 C
a
p
e
 F

lo
rid

a
 in

 
K

ey B
iscayne. 

T
h

re
e

 m
o

n
th

s a
g

o
, u

n
a

b
le

 to
 p

a
y th

e
 

re
n
t o

n
 h

is a
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, h

e
 m

o
ve

d
 in

 w
ith

 
h
is m

o
th

e
r, in

to
 th

e
 o

n
e
-sto

ry b
u
n
g
a
lo

w
 

th
e
 fa

m
ily h

a
d
 live

d
 in

 fo
r 1

7
 ye

a
rs in

 a
 

p
re

d
o
m

in
a
n
tly L

a
tin

 n
e
ig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 in

 
ce

n
tra

l M
ia

m
i. 

S
u
n
d
a
y
 m

o
rn

in
g
, w

h
a
t w

a
s
 le

ft o
f 

J
o
s
e
 B

ra
u
lio

 A
le

m
a
n
's

 re
a
l w

o
rld

 e
x
-

p
lo

d
e
d
 in

to
 a

n
 u

n
co

n
tro

lla
b
le

 ra
g
e
 d

i-
re

cte
d
 a

g
a
in

st h
is fa

m
ily. In

 tw
o
 h

o
u
rs 

A
le

m
a
n
 to

o
k h

is o
w

n
 life

 a
n
d
 th

a
t o

f a
n
 

e
ld

e
rly

 re
la

tiv
e
, a

n
d
 w

o
u
n
d
e
d
 th

re
e
 

o
th

e
r re

la
tive

s, in
clu

d
in

g
 h

is six-ye
a
r-

o
ld

 co
u
sin

. 
Iro

n
ica

lly, M
o

n
d

a
y h

e
 w

a
s to

 h
a

ve
 se

t 
u
p
 ye

t a
n
o
th

e
r a

p
p
o
in

tm
e
n
t w

ith
 a

 p
sy-

c
h
ia

tris
t. A

le
m

a
n
 h

a
d
 c

a
n
c
e
lle

d
 fo

u
r 

p
re

vio
u
s a

p
p
o
in

tm
e
n
ts. 

Instead, A
lem

an's body lay at C
aballe-

ro
 F

u
n
e
ra

l H
o
m

e
 in

 C
o
ra

l G
a
b
le

s M
o
n
-

d
a
y. 
L
a
id

 n
e
xt to

 h
im

 w
a
s h

is 6
9
-ye

a
r-o

ld
 

a
u
n
t, M

a
ria

 C
a
n
d
a
re

z. H
e
 sh

o
t h

e
r a

t 
clo

se
 ra

n
g
e
 tw

ice
 —

 o
n
ce

 in
 th

e
 n

e
ck, 

the other in the head. S
he died instantly. 

B
o
th

 w
ill b

e
 b

u
rie

d
 to

d
a
y
 a

t M
ia

m
i 

M
e
m

o
ria

l P
a
rk, 1

6
6
1
 S

W
 3

7
 A

ve
. F

u
n
e
r-

al services are scheduled at 3 p.m
. 

A
le

m
a
n
 k

ille
d
 h

e
r w

ith
 th

e
 s

a
m

e
 

se
m

i-a
u
to

m
a
tic 9

m
m

 h
a
n
d
g
u
n
 h

e
 tu

rn
e
d
 

o
n
 h

im
se

lf b
e
fo

re
 M

ia
m

i p
o
lice

 S
W

A
T

 
o
ffice

rs g
o
t to

 h
im

, a
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e
 a

u
-

to
p
s
y
 re

le
a
s
e
d
 M

o
n
d
a
y
 b

y
 th

e
 D

a
d
e
 

J
o

s
e
 B

ra
u

lio
 A

le
m

a
n

: D
e
s
titu

te
 

a
n

d
 d

e
s
p

o
n

d
e
n

t. 

"H
e
 ju

st w
e
n
t cra

zy," sa
id

 Ju
a
n
 H

e
r-

re
ro

 C
a
m

e
jo

, a
 fo

rm
e
r b

o
d
yg

u
a
rd

 o
f th

e
 

d
e
a
d
 m

a
n
's fa

th
e
r a

n
d
 a

 n
e
ig

h
b
o
r o

f th
e
 

fa
m

ily. "H
e
 to

re
 u

p
 th

e
 h

o
u
se

 in
 a

 ra
g
e
," 

sa
id

 H
e
rre

ro
 C

a
m

e
jo

, w
h
o
 h

e
lp

e
d
 cle

a
n
 

up the house M
onday. 

"T
h
e
re

 w
a
s
 s

o
 m

u
c
h
 b

lo
o
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

flo
o
r ... e

ve
ryth

in
g
 w

a
s in

 sh
a
m

b
le

s," 
h
e
 sa

id
. H

e
rre

ro
 C

a
m

e
jo

 h
a
d
 se

e
n
 A

le
-

m
a

n
 g

ro
w

 fro
m

 b
o

yh
o

o
d

 to
 a

d
u

lth
o

o
d

 
a
n
d
 w

itn
e
sse

d
 h

is fin
a
l d

e
te

rio
ra

tio
n
. 

"T
h
e
re

 is n
o
 d

o
u
b
t in

 m
y m

in
d
 h

e
 lo

st 
h
is

 m
in

d
 ... . It w

a
s
 to

o
 m

u
c
h
 fo

r h
im

 
—

 se
in

g
 h

im
se

lf w
ith

 n
o
 m

e
a
n
s, n

o
 fu

-
tu

re
, n

o
 frie

n
d
s
 a

n
d
 a

lo
n
e
 w

ith
 h

is
 

fe
a

rs," sa
id

 H
e

rre
ro

 C
a

m
e

jo
, o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 

"tt-u
ct,
  tu

rn
 In

 A
t E

M
A

N
 / 9

R
 

A
L

E
M

A
N

 /F
ro

m
 1B

 

few
 p

eo
p

le A
lem

an seem
ed to trust. 

H
is fear stem

m
ed from

 his S
ept. 

19, 1978, testim
ony before the U

.S
. 

H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassi-

n
atio

n
s. A

lem
an

 said
 T

raffican
te 

h
ad

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
 

K
en

n
ed

y w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e reelected

, 
that he w

as going to get hit. 
Trafficante, testifying the follow

-
ing day, denied the charge. 

F
ro

m
 th

at d
ay o

n
, A

lem
an

 b
e-

lieved he w
as on a M

afia hit list. 
"H

e w
as studious by nature and 

liked solitude," said M
artinez. "H

is 
fear p

u
sh

ed
 h

im
 in

to
 w

ith
d

raw
al 

from
 social life." 

The fear becam
e obsessive. 

Friends said A
lem

an turned dow
n 

a job as a travelin
g

 salesm
an

 b
e-

cau
se h

e b
elieved

 th
e M

afia w
o

u
ld

 
take the opportunity to

 set him
 up 

under the guise of business deal. 
Living becam

e unbearable. 
S

unday, the neighborhood w
here 

A
le

m
a
n

 liv
e
d

 w
ith

 h
is

 m
o

th
e
r 

a
w

o
ke

 to cries and shots. P
olice ar-

rived a
t 7:18 a.m

., an
d

 w
ere m

et b
y 

th
e
 th

re
e
 

w
o

u
n

d
ed

 relatives w
h

o
 

h
a
d
 b

o
lte

d
 fro

m
 the house. 

A
le

m
a
n
 

fired
 tw

ice d
u

rin
g

 th
e 

tw
o
 h

o
u
rs h

e
 held the M

iam
i S

W
A

T
 

te
a
m

 a
t b

a
y. W

hen a pair of officers 
fin

a
lly sto

rm
e
d
 the house, believing 

A
le

m
a
n
's a

u
n
t w

as still alive, th
ey 

found her dead. 
M

o
m

e
n
ts la

te
r, th

ey fo
u

n
d

 A
le-

m
a
n
 a

n
d
 sh

o
t h

im
. H

o
u
rs later they 

le
a
rn

e
d
 th

e
ir b

u
lle

ts
 d

id
 

n
o

t k
ill 

h
im

. 

D
r. C

h
arles W

etli, actin
g

 D
ad

e 
m

edical exam
iner, said A

lem
an shot 

h
im

self in
 th

e rig
h

t tem
p

le an
 in

-
stan

t b
efo

re h
e w

as h
it b

y th
e p

o
-

lice b
u

llets. A
lem

an
 d

ied
 fro

m
 h

is 
ow

n 9m
m

 slug, W
etli said. 

U
n

til th
e au

to
p

sy resu
lts w

ere 
disclosed, it w

as believed A
lem

an 
h

ad
 b

een
 killed

 b
y th

e S
W

A
T

 o
ffi-

cer's shots to his stom
ach. 

"(A
lem

an I had fired shots at po-
lice, they fired back and m

issed the 
first tim

e. H
e ran to a bedroom

 and  

sh
o

t h
im

self in
 th

e rig
h

t tem
p

le ... 
," W

etli said
. "H

e d
ied

 alm
o

st in
-

stantly." 
M

iam
i P

o
lice S

g
t. Jack S

u
llivan

 
said police tired because they saw

 
the hand holding the gun m

oving. 
There w

ere no traces of alcohol 
in A

lem
an's blood, W

etli said. 
W

o
u

n
d

ed
 w

ere S
o

fia A
m

p
u

d
ia, 

A
lem

an's 74-year old aunt w
ho w

as 
sh

o
t in

 th
e h

an
d

s; co
u

sin
 M

aria 
G

onzalez. 36, shot in the neck; and 
her daughter C

arina, 6, shot in the  

face. 
A

m
pudia and G

onzalez w
ere list-

ed in fair condition M
onday at Jack-

son M
em

orial H
ospital. C

arina w
as 

.listed in good condition. 
A

lem
an's m

other, S
ilvia C

anda-
rez, w

as taken to Jackson M
em

orial 
H

ospital's crisis intervention center 
S

u
n

d
ay n

ig
h

t. T
h

e n
ext d

ay, sh
e 

a
s
k
e
d

 n
e
ig

h
b

o
rs

 to
 b

rin
g

 h
e
r 

m
ourning clothes so she could to at-

tend the w
ake for her son and sis-

ter. 


