Dy, Gary zzguilar_'__ - g(',z[ / &
Yoy Hyde St., 7950 | ( 7
San Yrancisco, G4 94109
Dear Gary,

Good lotter in respunge to the prolessional ignoramuse

Jeff rrugh was a friend when he wag uith the LA MMmes, beginning when he
wos its Atlanta Lureau chief. L .ave hiu a rotd story that the Times syndicq.ted
on CIA apying on adnge Last I'd heard fron hiw he was with a suburban edition
I think the “imes cleosed dovm a couple of yoars ago. Ploase when you can phone
hin sand tell him hello for me. I try to respond to all letters but L avoid all
L ann to o ounbinve vorldng. I'm feeble but I'm continuing. The enclosed first
page of the saport to Lhe local dectors raflects hew lucky I am. He did not
expect me to swrvivé when hs rushed wme to “opldng last year. Tuat with my
second ¢ }zgeul:i\rc heart i‘uiluref. Yact s all my doctiors have expressed
anazomenta

1'11 approciate a copy of the “olee letter you cite. Wish 1'd been able to
go to Palm }—J'euch vhen L+ discovered him, which was before 4 published Post Hortem
in 197%. frobably was about IUEST‘::hen T learned about him.

If it is up to Jeff you c;—u"t devnend on honesty and fairness with such pieces.

At some point you are going to have to face a reality nobody has yet faced:
the AME ig not bringing any sssassinabion information to light. It cannot once
it msswies, 13 it did, the correctness of the Report. “t can bring much that
polates tu the investigation end to the phonying of evidence to light but that
creates a problem for most in th future® it is m;rpoasible to go over so many
recor 5. The goreuter the volume the less access to anyffning govde

It is pood that you have soue input, hovever. I louk forward to still being
hers when the, disclose those autopsy pathologist depositions. And if they find
them, those notes that Huies did not destroy as he swore to 15aa,

Thanks axd best,

;]/d",ﬁ v



GARY L. AGUILAR, M.D. b
909 HYDE STREET SUITE 530 v
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94109
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MARIN VOICE
JFK’s slaying:
They put ‘con’
in ‘conspiracy’

OME PEQOPLE BELIEVE that the govern-
S ment conspiratorially suppresses abductions

of Americans by |Buca lens. Others believe
that the LAPD framed 0.J, And there are those
who see conspirscy behind the assassination of
John F. Kennedy, though they cannot aven agree
among themselves on who the conspirators were.

But ny rational reader of Gerald Posner’s 1993
book, “Case Closed,” will conclude that Lee Har-
vey Oswald acted alo{nﬁ. '-Ev{l;h con: ik

- ollowing summary of undis-
puted facts (adapted from the
review Valerio Klein and I did
for the American Journal of
Legal History):

The night before the assas-
sination on Nov. 22, 1863, in
-Dallas, Oswald made an un-
usual weakday trip to his
wife's home, whera his rifle
gl  was kept. The next morning,
" after leaving his wedding ring

: M and $170 on her dresser, he
took a lung paper bag to the Texas School Boak
Depository, telling a co-worker that it contained
curtain rods. None was found.

But the ety bag found on the sixth floor bore
his, prints and [ibers from the blanket in which he
k#pt his ritle. The rifle was also there, bearing Os-
wald’s palmprint and fibers from his shirt. Nearby
lay his clipboard, none of his wark orders having
been ﬁ]le\‘f

Oswald's alibi for the shooting, eating lunch
with a buddy, was contradicted by the supposed
buddy, whose own stary is corroborated by others
who watched the presidential motorcade with him
from the fifth foor. (They heard the shooter
above them wurking the balt and the shells hitting
the floor).

Of the depositary employees, only Oswald disap-
peared after the assassination, His erratic path
took him to his roominghouse. He entered only
long enough to retrigve ilil handgun and jacket,

ext, Dallas EqD““ officer J.D. Tippett was
killed, The shells dropped from his murderer's gun
match Oswald's to the exclusion of all others. CF::-
nered in the Texas Theater, Oswald tried to shoot
the arresting officer with that gun.

To dispel the overwhelming case against Os-
wald, conspiracy advocates must refute. these facts
and/or establish others. But their stock-in-trade is
not facts, but questions — sinister, unanswerable
and ultimately"meaningless. .

What was Oswald's motive? No one knaws, but
murderers are highly aberrant peaple whose mo-
tives are ulten unfathomable. Suppose John
Hinckley Jr. had died in a shoot-out- with the Sa-
cret Service: The [act that he was trying to kill
President Reagan in order to impress Jodie Faster
would have died with him.

Oswald exemplifies the aberrant "lone nut" as-
sassin: bumbling, irrational, delusionary, misfil;
aimless wanderer; wife-beater; a miserable nd'er-
do-well whose desire to be "somebody” Was )
macked by continual failures q'_Elminuting in his *
dissolving marciage. .

What was nightclub owner Jack Ruby's motive
for killing Oswald two days later, thare y doamin
himself for lite imprisonment? Only fanatics coulg
think postulating that Ruby was a Mafioso (ora
CIA agent?) answers this more convincin ly than
Ruby’s own explanation: [nspired by manic patri-
otism, he imagined he would be received as & na-
tional hero.

Qutrage and grief engendered by prior assassi-
nations have [nspired similar deeds by similarly

ed by the™ -

Jeil Prugh,

Phyllis K Pfeifer, Publisher

Editorinl Page Editor

Jane Futcher,
Editorial writer

“Dedicated to Marin's spirit,
committed to Marin's future,”

Mike Townsend, Editor
Jacqualynn M. Kerwin, Ml.nl_,ling Editar

NOV. 24, 1963: Les Harvey Oswaid is slain by nightclub ownar Jack Ruby in Dallas, two days

AP phola

alter police had arrested Oswald, accusing him of ki ling Presidant John F. Kennedy with a rils,

disturbed people: Garfleld’s assassin was shat at in
his cell by a soldier who was later acquitted on
grounds of insanity. John Wilkes Booth was killed
ageinst orders by & soldier who had castrated him-
sell out of religious mania.

Without any evidence of ather shooters, there is
no basis for assuming guilt of anyone but (or be-
side) Oswald. He was too irresponsible for the
Mafia, CIA, or whoaver, to trust as a spy or assas-
sin, Even as a "patsy,” this erratic shirker could
not be depended upon even to show up lor work
— much less be seen there right before and after

Without any evidence of other

shooters, there is no basis for

assuming guilt of anyone but
(or beside) Oswald.

the shooting, yet accommodatingly disappear dur-
ingrthe crucial moments!

he aingle-bullet theory (endorsed by all ballis-
tics experts) eliminates Lhe need to postulate oth-
er shootars, Despile Oliver Stone's filmmaking an-
tics, computer simulations show that JFK an
Texas Gav. John Connally were perfectly aligned
for & single bullet. (Those who are interested
should access Emmy-winning Dale Myers' websits
httpi//www.rust.net/-dmyers/ifk/)
. Fanatics of the right and lelt happily join hands
in conspiracy theories. The racist Liberly Lobby

-~

preaches that these was no Holocaust. It says it's
an inyention of “the International Jews" to cover
their evildoing — including JFK's assassination,
which was carried out by their minions, the CIA,
Trilateral Commission and/or Israeli sscret
agents.

Although conspiracy fanatics Mark Lane and
Oliver Stone purport to be liberals, Lane is the
Liberty Lobby's legal mouthpiece; he and Stons
contribute 1o its bizarre, racist publications, The
technical adviser for Stone's 1991 film, “JFK"
(and model for its Donald Sutherland character,
“Colonel X"), Fletcher Prouty, sits on LL's board
along with the former Grand Dragon of ths Mis-
sissippi KKK.” A o

Bigotry ia'a natural correlate of conspiracism.
Many 19th century Americans believed that Lin-
coln, en economic protectionist, was assassinated
by “the international Jew Bankers,” lad by the "
Rothschilds, seeking to seize control of the Ameri-
can economy. Other deranged bigots contended
that the Catholic Church assassinated Lincoln,
having secretly sponsared secession out of its al-
leged hostility to free institutions and thus to the
United States. Then, as now, such views were but-
tressed by a plethora of falsehoods, e.g. that all
the conspirators were Cathalics.

People who believe in space aliens, 0.J, Simp-
son's innocence or a JFK conspiracy cannot be
dissuaded. But anyone interested in serious, ratio-
nal answers will find them in “Case Closed.”

Don B, Kates, who lives in Nouggo, is ¢ San o
Francisco-based constitutional lawyer and crimi-
nologist,

nion
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Now that files
are open, the
case 1sn’t closed

GARY L. AGUILAR, M.D.

ON KATES" SPIRITED defense (Opinion,
D Murch 71 ol the oificiul version of John F,
Kennedy's death — that e Harvey Os-
wald slone cuvsed 1 is uninformed as to the ex-
ciling new revelalions [rom the Assassinations RHe-
curcks Review Board
Phis Clinton-sppainted, civilion panel of histori-
Attn was establishetd i respoose 1o Oliver Stone's
199 film, K" anil ©s working 1o gather and re-
II:‘u‘dl' Ium_ list dicuments, us well as review for re-
leuse Lhose currently sup-
pressed. That so many
toctiments are suill suppressed
alter 44 yuars hay lanned con-
spiracists’ umes, and while
Kutes is right about the crazi-
ness ol o lew extremists, prool
ul past cotispiricies alninds.
Did not our own govern-
ment, nverreacting Lo the
thret of communism, repest -
eilly The abinin the secret wirs it
donducted in Lasos and Cambo-
i dhiring the Vietoum e Did it nol perform
ingerons, aoid wildly illegal, mdistion, syphilis and
151 experiments i secoel on omvitting sod non-
volunteer Amerivans” Were it illegal wiretaps,
bireak-ins and mal-openings aguinst law abiding cit-
zens conducted? D mot Richard Nixon conspire
with high gove ot ulficials Lo cover up the Wa-
tergate burglary” hese consp s were not Lhe
inventions of crizies or Wirren Commission critics
Oliver Stone or Mark Lune, but the conclusions of
uificial investigations
A une who has served as o consultant to the re-
vnedds revies hoared und whi hos seen JFK's still re-
steieted nutopsy evidence, 'm persided that recent
revelations from suppressed JEK files will force o
eeappiraisal hy the lew i our country who still have
total Gt 1o the Warren Commission’s eonclusion
thut Oswald scted uhe
Mr. Kates mentioned that the bag found st the
suppaosed sniper's nest ties ODswald 1o the erime, But
two contradictory FBI laly reports on the analysis of
the sume paper bay huve emerged — one, given by
the FBI w the Warren Commission in 1964 “prov-
ing” the huyg matched paper from the schoolbook de-
pusitury where l'lswullt wurked; u second, which ap-
peared 12 years later, saying that it did not match.
Warren Commission witnesses Nelson Delgado
und Wilbeyn Livchficld restified] under nath that the
FBI and lederal agents encouraged them o alter
their testiminies (o imphicate Oswald. FBI agent
vames Hosty received a note from Oswald, a note
he destroyed under orders fruom superiors. The FBI
withheld the existence of Oswald's note from the
Waurren Commission, and, recently, Hosty said that
even his own FRI persannel files on the JFK inves-
tigutinn were fulsified. Today, we know thal the FBI
mishandled much more than just Oswald's note.
The FBI reported, und the Wurren Commission
publishied, Lhe "fuet™ that the first two witnesses
who discuvered the su-called “magic bullet" — the
crux of the wobhly “single-bullet theory” necessary
t the official versim believed that the bullel ap-
parently now in evidence looked like the bullet they
found the duy JFK was shot in Dallas, Nov. 22,
19631

A suppressed memo (rom the FBI reveals that
not only could neither Darrell Tomlinson nor O.P,
Wreight. the Purklund Huspital employees who
found the bullet, identify the one currently in evi-
dence us the one they lound, neither could Secret
Service agent Hichard nsen or the chief ol the
Seeret Servive, Jumes Howley, the next two men in
Che Dullet s chiin ol pessession, Given recent aceu
sations that the FEI hus lifed evidence to sup-
part crimingl convictings, and documented examples
suggesting just that in the JFK cise, what evidence
are we Lo trust?

Kates is quite wrong (o contend that all ballistics
experts have endursed the single-bullet theory, But
he could not huve known — the evidence was sup-
rre-.wed until (Hiver Swne cume along. In fact, at

east two experts demurred. The House Select Com-
mittee un Assassinations' trajectory-analysis expert,

O inlon

defl Prugh,

JMtavin Inbependent Journal

Phyllis K. Pfeiffer, Publisher

Editonal Page Editor

Jane Futchur,
Editorial writer

“Dedicated to Marin's apirit,
committed to Marin's future.”

Mike Townsend, Editor
Jacquelynn M. Kerwin, Managing Editor

Amazingly . ..JFK author
Gerald Posner . .., even before
the assassinations records
board had released a single
suppressed document, declared
the case “‘closed.”

AP photo
NOV. 22, 1863: On their final journey together, John and Jacqueline Kennedy arrive in Dallas.

least reliable books on the subject.

The autopsy rt's placement of JFK's fatal en-
trance wound m!::vmmamrufJFKahend —is
incompatible with someone firing into the presiden-
tial motorcade from Oswald’s supposed position on
the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Deposi-
tory. Posner testified to Rep. John Conyer’s con-
gressional committes that he had spoken with two
of JFK's pathologists. Posner informed Con,

LhaL the patholug'sut.n admitted to him they
d their minds — JFK's fatal wound was not

Thumas Canning of NASA, wrote: * ., . | did not
arnticipute thut study of the photographic record of
itsell would revesl mujor discrepancies in the War-
ren Commission findings. Such has turned out to be
the case ..."

If Kutes is right that "only fanatics” would reject
the Warren Commission’s denial of a “significant
link betwgen [Jack] Ruby [Oswald's killer] and or- __

sinbad crime,” then Notre Dame law professar G.
?lén.rl Blakey, a nuted authority on the Mafia and
former head of the House assassinations committee;
historian Michae! . Beschloss, Reader’s Digest
Editor Henry Hurt, UC professor Peter Dale Seott,
und respected, published authors David Scheim,
Ph.D)., Juha H. Davis, Curt Gentry, Mark North
and others are certifiable, Each has argued persua-
sively that Huby was indeed linked to the Mafia,
which, they further persuade, the FRI never nde-
yuaitely investigaled for the crime because J. Edgar
Houver, who had a reputation for softness on the
Malia, excluded the FBI's own experts on the Mafia
from the probe.

Amazingly, Kates recommended JFK author Ger-
ald Posner, who even before the assassinations re-
curds board had relaased a sing Ie suppressed docu-
ment, declared the case “cl " and Oswald guilty.
Bul there's nu denying that Posner was the tempo-
rary media durling of Warren lovalisis. By contraat,
many publis ' e -th:( author bove cited
Pusner's 14 “Oase Close ul the

. 2

low, but high — n location compatible with Os-
wald'y possible ﬁ

I telephoned both of JFK's pathologists to ask
them about this blockbuster news. In recorded con-
versations, both told me that they had not changed
their minds about the low wo and one told me
twice that he had never spoken with Posner. I sub-
mitted my recordings to assassinations records

, and I asked Posner, who has told others he,
haru:mdmgl to do the-same. The bonrd al

has nsked Posner for his proof. It has been more
than a year now, and the board hes received noth-

m{mm is important now is whether we can trust
the evidence the Warren Commission relied upon,
which is overwhelmi FBI evidence — the same
FBI that investigated Watergate and “proved” that
the White House was innocent of any wrongdoing
after what one senior Justice Department official
described as “the most exhaustive FBI mv-ngnrmn
since the assassination of President Kennedy.

It is also important, if embarrassing to our just
pride as Americans, that it took an Oliver Stone
film to force the U.S. government to do what it
should have done without Stone — be open and ac-
countable to us citizens.

Gary L. Agutlar, M.D., who lives in Kentfield, is
chairman of the Department of Surgery at St.
Francis Memorial Hospital in Sunrsru.ncmu and
assistant professor of ophthalmology at Stanford
University Medical Center and UC San Francisco.




Gary L. Aguilar, MD

909 Hyde St. #530 414 Woodland Road
San Francisco, California 94109 Kentfield, California 94904
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March 12, 1997

Readers’ Forum

P.O. Box 6150

Novato, CA 94948-5458
Marin Independent Journal

Dear Editor,

Don Kates’ spirited defense of the official version of John Kennedy's death - that Oswald did it alone' -
is uninformed as to the exciting new revelations from the Assassinations Records Review Board
(ARRB). This Clinton-appointed civilian panel of historians was established in reaction to Oliver Stone’s
film JFK, and is working both to gather and release long lost documents as well as review for release
those currently suppressed. That so many documents are still suppressed after 33 years has fanned
conspiracists’ flames, and while Kates is right about the craziness of a few extremists, proof of past
conspiracies abounds.

Did not our own government, overreacting to the threat of Communism, repeatedly lie about the secret
wars in Laos and Cambodia it was conducting during the Vietnam era? Did it not perform dangerous, and
wildly illegal radiation, syphilis and LSD experiments in secret on unwitting, and non-volunteer
Americans?” ® ' 5 Were not illegal wire-taps, break-ins and mail-openings of law abiding citizens
conducted?® 7 Did not Nixon conspire with high government officials to cover-up the Watergate
burglary? These conspiracies were not the inventions of crazies, or of Warren critics Oliver Stone or Mark
Lane, but the conclusions of official investigations.” As one who has served as a consultant to the ARRB,
and who has seen JFK’s still restricted autopsy evidence, it is clear to me that recent revelations from
suppressed JFK files will force a reappraisal by the few in our country who still have total faith in the
Warren Commission.

Mr. Kates mentioned that the bag found at the supposed sniper’s nest ties Oswald to the crime. But two
contradictory FBI lab reports on the analysis of the same paper bag have emerged - one, given by the FBI
to the Warren Commission in 1964 “proved” the bag matched paper from the school depository where
Oswald worked: a second, which only appeared 12 years later, said that it did not match.® Warren
Commission witnesses Neison Delgado'® and Wilbyrn Litchfield'' testified under oath that the FBI and
federal agents encouraged them to alter their testimonies to implicate Oswald. FBI agent James Hosty
received a note from Oswald which he destroyed under orders from his superiors. The FBI withheld the
existence of Oswald’s note from the Warren Commission and, recently, Hosty has claimed that even his
own FBI personnel files were falsified on the JFK investigation. " '3 Today we know the FBI mishandled
much more than just Oswalds’s note.""

The FBI reported, and the Warren Commission published, the “fact” that the first two witnesses who
discovered the so called “magic bullet” - the crux of the wobbly “Single bullet theory” necessary to the

official version - believed that the bullet apparently now in evidence looked like the bullet they found the
day JFK was shot."® A suppressed memo from the FBI reveals that not only could neither Darrell
Tomlinson nor O.P. Wright, the Parkland hospital employees who found the bullet, identify the one
currently in evidence as the one they found, neither could Secret Service Agent, Richard Johnsen or the
Chief of the Secret Service, James Rowley, the next two men in the bullet’s chain of possession.'® Given



recent claims about the FBI lab’s falsifying evidence to support criminal convictions,'” and documented
examples suggesting just that in the JFK case, what evidence are we to trust?

Kates is quite wrong to claim all ballistics experts have endorsed the single bullet theory. But he could not
have known - the evidence was suppressed until Oliver Stone came along. In fact, there were at least two
who demurred. The House Select Committee on Assassination’s (HCSA) trajectory analysis expert,
Thomas Canning of NASA, wrote: “... I did not anticipate that study of the photographic record of itself
would reveal major discrepancies in the Warren Commission findings. Such has turned out to be the
case..”'® Also suppressed were the ‘Uissident” opinions of perhaps its most experienced Warren
Commission ballistics expert, Chief Consultant for the Army in Wound Ballistics, Colonel Joseph R.
Dolce, MD, FACS, who claimed ballistics results reported to the Warren Commission to support the
single bullet theory had been falsified.'® In an angry letter to Senator J. Lawton Chiles, Dolce wrote, ‘1
have disagreed with many facets of the investigation, especially the one bullet theory...,"”

Decrying author Mark Lane’s links to the Liberty Lobby for its having denied, so he says, the Holocaust,
Kates ignores the circumstances of the association. Lane, a Jewish atterney, was retained by Liberty
Lobby to defend against a libel suit brought by CIA man, E. Howard Hunt, who had been accused by
another CIA agent, Victor Marchetti, of involvement in the JFK case in the Liberty Lobby publication,
The Spotlight. Lane explicitly distanced himself from Liberty Lobby’s extremism,”’ and so should be
considered no more responsible for it than a lawyer is for his client’s crimes. But relevant to the JFK case
are two facts Kates omitted: not only did Lane prevail convincing the jury Hunt was not libeled for
complicity in JFK's death because Hunt was, in fact, complicit, but also the jury forwoman publicly
announced that evidence at trial convinced her that the CIA was complicit in JFK’s death as well.

If Kates is right that “only fanatics” would reject the Warren Commission’s denial of a “significant link
between Ruby and organized crime,”* then noted Mafia authority and former head of the HSCA, Notre
Dame Law Professor G. Robert Blakey,™ historian Michael R. Beschloss,” Reader’s Digest Editor Henry
Hurt*® University of California professor Peter Dale Scott,”’ and respected, published authors David
Scheim, Ph.D.,®* John H. Davis,® Curt Gentry,”” Mark North®' and others are certifiable. Every one of
them has argued persuasively that Ruby was indeed linked to the Mafia, which, they further persuade, the
FBI never adequately investigated for the crime because J. Edgar Hoover, who had a reputation for
softness on the Mafia, excluded the the FBI’s own Mafia experts from the probe.

Amazingly, Kates recommended JFK author, Gerald Posner, who, even before the ARRB had released a
single suppressed document, declared the case “tlosed,” and Oswald guilty. But there is no denying
Posner was the temporary media darling of Warren loyalists, including at least one historian with modest
credentials on the case.*> Many more respected and published authorities, however, have hailed Posner’s
book, Case Closed, as one of the least reliable books on the subject.” > ** "% Perhaps no one has said it
more eloquently than the noted JFK authority, and University of Wisconsin history professor, David
Wrone, whose ‘academic-mindedness’ on JFK Posner himself extolled while repeatedly citing his
unflattering opinions of some Warren critics.” Writing in the peer-reviewed Journal of Southern
History, Wrone described Posner's book as "so theory driven, so rife with speculation, and so frequently
unable to conform his text with the factual content in his sources that it stands as one of the stellar
instances of irresponsible publishing on this subjcct."“’ Wrone is not the only historian unhappy with
Posner. The historian-laden ARRB has also been disappointed.

The autopsy report’s placement of JFK's fatal entrance wound - low in the rear of JFK’s head - is
incompatible with someone firing from Oswald’s supposed position. Posner testified to Rep. John
Conyers’ Congressional committee that he had spoken with two of JFK's pathologists.”' Posner informed
congress that the pathologists admitted to him they had changed their minds - JFK's fatal wound was not
low, but high - a location compatible with Oswald’s possible guilt. 1 phoned both of JFK’s pathologists to
ask them about this blockbuster news. In recorded conversations, both told me that they had not changed

their minds about the low wound, and one of them told me twice he had never spoken with Posner' 1



submitted my recordings to the ARRB, and I asked Posner, who has told others he, too, has recordings, to
do the same. The ARRB has also asked Posner for his proof. It has been more than a year now, and the
ARRB has received nothing. "

When all is said and done, what is important now is whether we can trust the evidence the Warren
Commission relied upon, which is overwhelmingly FBI evidence - the same FBI that investigated
Watergate and “proved” that the White House was innocent of any wrongdoing after what one senior
Justice Department official described as ‘the most exhaustive FBI investigation since the assassination of
President Kennedy."* It is also important, if embarrassing to our just pride as Americans, that it took an
Oliver Stone film to force the US government to do what it should have done without Stone - be open and
accountable to us citizens. Whether one liked JFK or not, it is beyond dispute that it has been as much a
boon to democracy as it will have been to our understanding of John Kennedy's murder when the
ARRB's work is done,

Sincerely yours,

Gary L. Aguilar, MD

Chairman, Department of Surgery, Saint Francis Memorial Hospital, San Francisco
Assistant Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology, Stanford University Medical Center
Assistant Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology, University of California, San Francisco
Member, Board of Directors, San Francisco County Medical Society

Member, American Medical Association
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