
R
ow

land E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

 

 

A
gnew

's W
hite H

ouse W
orries 

T
h

e fact th
at V

ice P
resid

en
t S

p
iro

 T
. 

A
gnew

, facing increasing hostility at the 
W

hite H
ouse, is entering a personal po-

litical crisis w
as in

d
irectly

 b
u
t b

lu
n
tly

 
co

n
v

ey
ed

 to
 h

im
 b

y
 o

n
e o

f P
resid

en
t 

N
ixon's senior staffers last w

eek. 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se staffer ask
ed

 an
 

A
g
n
ew

 aid
e th

is q
u
estio

n
: W

h
at can

 
y
o
u
 h

o
n
estly

 say
 th

e V
ice P

resid
en

t is 
d
o
in

g
 in

 b
eh

alf o
f th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 

th
e P

resid
en

t's p
ro

g
ram

? 
W

ell, th
e A

g
n
ew

 m
an

 rep
lied

, w
e're 

im
proving our liaison w

ith C
ongress and 

th
at o

u
g
h
t to

 b
en

efit th
e P

resid
en

t's 
program

 on C
apitol H

ill. 
N

o
t g

o
o
d
 en

o
u
g
h
., sn

ap
p
ed

 b
ack

 th
e 

N
ixon aide. A

gnew
, he pointed out, has 

b
een

 alm
o
st to

tally
 silen

t o
f late, fail-

in
g
 to

 sp
eak

 u
p
 in

 b
eh

alf o
f th

e P
resi-

d
e
n
t in

 h
is g

re
a
t b

a
ttle

s —
 o

n
 im

-
p

o
u

n
d

m
en

t o
f fu

n
d

s, o
n

 red
u

ctio
n

 o
f 

fed
eral so

cial serv
ices, o

n
 attem

p
ts to

 
cu

rb
 co

n
g

ressio
n

al p
o

w
er. N

o
, h

e co
n

-
cluded, A

gnew
 has been no help at all. 

A
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se staffer w

o
u
ld

 n
o

t 
d

are criticize th
e V

ice P
resid

en
t in

 
su

c
h
 re

m
a
rk

a
b
ly

 o
u
tsp

o
k
e
n
 te

rm
s 

w
ith

o
u
t assu

ran
ce th

at th
e P

resid
en

t  

w
ould not object. M

oreover, the N
ixon 

staff h
as seem

ed
 eag

er th
at th

is d
isap

-
p
ro

v
in

g
 attitu

d
e b

e m
ad

e k
n
o
w

n
 o

u
t-

sid
e th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se g

ates —
 an

 atti-
tu

d
e leth

ally
 co

rro
siv

e to
 A

g
n

ew
's still 

stro
n

g
 b

a
se

 a
m

o
n

g
 th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
a
n

 
P

arty
 faith

fu
l. 

A
m

ong those conservative state lead-
ers w

h
o
 co

m
p
rise th

e b
ack

b
o
n
e o

f th
e 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
arty

, A
g
n
ew

 rem
ain

s th
e 

clear early
 fro

n
tru

n
n

er fo
r 1

9
7

6
. Jo

h
n

 
B

. C
onnally, not yet turned R

epublican 
at th

is w
ritin

g
, is a d

istan
t seco

n
d
 in

 
th

eir ey
es. 

B
u

t A
g

n
ew

's stren
g

th
 at th

e g
rass 

ro
o

ts d
eriv

es alm
o

st w
h

o
lly

 fro
m

 M
r. 

N
ix

o
n
's. H

a
v
in

g
 fa

ile
d
 to

 b
u
ild

 u
p
 

p
arty

 allian
ces an

d
 frien

d
sh

ip
s o

v
er 

th
e p

ast fo
u
r y

ears, A
g
n
ew

's p
restig

e 
at th

e g
rass ro

o
ts is n

o
w

 im
p
eriled

 b
y
 

th
e p

ro
liferatin

g
 m

essag
e o

f A
g

n
ew

's 
lo

w
 esteem

 at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se. 
S

o
 fa

r, a
t la

st, th
is c

h
ill fro

m
 th

e
 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se h

as n
o

t d
isco

u
rag

ed
 A

g
-

new
 him

self. H
is close advisers believe 

h
e h

as m
ad

e a ten
tativ

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 
seek

 th
e 1

9
7
6
 n

o
m

in
atio

n
, w

h
ich

 ex
-

p
lain

s h
is refrain

in
g

 fro
m

 th
e strid

en
t  

rh
eto

ric th
at h

e m
u
st elim

in
ate as h

is 
trad

em
ark

 in
 o

rd
er to

 w
id

en
 h

is p
o

liti-
cal base. 

A
s h

is aid
e to

ld
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

staffer, A
g
n
ew

 is attem
p
tin

g
 to

 b
u
ild

 
links w

ith R
epublicans on C

apitol H
ill 

—
 n

o
t really

 fo
r th

e p
u
rp

o
se o

f b
o
o
st-

in
g
 N

ix
o
n
 p

ro
g
ram

s b
u
t to

 seek
 p

o
liti-

cal allian
ces. W

ith
in

 th
e last m

o
n

th
, 

A
g

n
ew

 aid
es n

ew
ly

 assig
n

ed
 to

 co
n

-
g

ressio
n

al liaiso
n

 h
av

e p
aid

 v
isits to

 
th

e p
arty

's co
n

g
ressio

n
al lead

ers to
 

m
ak

e a stan
d
-b

y
 o

ffer o
f A

g
n
ew

's as-
sistan

ce an
d
 to

 o
p
en

 reg
u
lar tw

o
-w

ay
 

com
m

unications. 
B

eyond this, A
gnew

 supporters w
ant 

h
im

 to
 start w

o
rry

in
g

 ab
o

u
t h

is n
ew

 
p
lay

b
o
y
 im

ag
e as F

ran
k
 S

in
atra's b

est 
buddy. T

hey have advised him
 to avoid 

recu
rren

ces o
f h

is sid
e-b

y
-sid

e ap
p

ear. 
n
ace w

ith
 S

in
atra o

v
er n

atio
n
al telev

i-
sion a m

onth ago at the B
ob H

ope G
olf 

T
ournam

ent in P
alm

 S
prings. 

If A
g
n
ew

 can
 actu

ally
 d

o
 all th

is —
 

to
n

e d
o

w
n

 h
is rh

eto
ric, b

u
ild

 co
n

g
res-

sio
n
al allian

ces an
d
 b

u
ry

 th
e S

in
atra 

program
—

his political advisers feel the 
cool w

ind from
 the W

hite H
ouse w

ill not  

m
ake that m

uch difference. T
hey believe 

th
at a lam

e d
u

ck
 N

ix
o

n
 w

ill h
av

e little 
im

pact on the 1976 nom
ination and can-

n
o
t co

n
ceiv

ab
ly

 sell th
e p

arty
 a n

ew
ly

 
converted C

onnally. 
B

u
t th

is v
iew

 d
o

es n
o

t co
m

p
reh

en
d

 
th

e p
recario

u
sn

ess o
f A

g
n

ew
's p

resen
t 

p
o

sitio
n

. H
e is w

ith
o

u
t g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

d
u

ties, h
av

in
g

 b
een

 strip
p

ed
 o

f h
is p

o
-

litically
 v

alu
ab

le fu
n

ctio
n

 o
f liaiso

n
 

w
ith

 th
e m

ay
o
rs an

d
 g

o
v
ern

o
rs. H

e 
clearly

 is n
o

t in
 clo

se co
n

tact w
ith

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t. A

n
d

 n
o

w
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se 

staff is eag
er to

 p
u

t o
u

t th
e w

o
rd

 th
at 

h
e is n

o
t h

elp
in

g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 n

early
 

enough. 
A

g
n
ew

's d
an

g
er is th

at th
e su

m
 to

tal 
o

f all th
is w

ill carry
 to

 state R
ep

u
b

li-
can

 lead
ers th

e b
elief n

o
w

 w
id

ely
 h

eld
 

in
sid

e th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se: A
g

n
ew

 is n
o

t 
a serio

u
s o

r in
d
u
strio

u
s fig

u
re w

o
rth

y
 

o
f ru

n
n
in

g
 fo

r P
resid

en
t o

r cap
ab

le o
f 

b
ein

g
 elected

. If th
at ap

p
raisal b

eg
in

s 
to

 m
elt aw

ay
 th

e th
in

 v
en

eer o
f A

g
-

new
's popularity am

ong party regulars, 
h
e w

ill h
av

e fad
ed

 d
isastro

u
sly

, lo
n
g
 

b
efo

re M
r. N

ix
o

n
 d

ecid
es w

h
eth

er o
r 

not to try to crow
n a successor. 
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