
th
e
 s

m
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trzA- 7 f 

T
h

e w
ay th

in
g

s g
o

--fro
m

 th
e S

u
p

rem
e C

o
u

rt to
 b

aseb
all 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 E
verybody is com

-
m

en
tin

g
 o

n
 th

e u
n
u
su

al o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 g
iv

- 
en

 to
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 b

y
 th

e retirem
en

t 
o
f tw

o
 S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt ju

stices. H
e can

 
sh

ap
e th

e d
irectio

n
 o

f th
e co

u
rt fo

r a 
g
en

eratio
n
, th

ey
 say

, b
u
t th

at's n
o
t th

e 
half of it. 

T
h
e k

ey
 to

 th
e real p

o
ssib

ilities lies in
 

th
e sp

ecu
latio

n
 th

at N
ix

o
n
 m

ig
h
t n

am
e 

V
ice P

resident S
piro T

. A
gnew

 to one of 
th

ese sp
len

d
id

 jo
b
s. M

ay
b
e th

is sh
o
u
ld

 
n
o
t b

e tak
en

 lig
h
tly

, A
g
n
ew

's leg
al at-

tain
m

en
ts asid

e; an
d
 an

y
w

ay
, fro

m
 th

e 
p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 g

av
e y

o
u
 G

. H
arro

ld
 C

ar-
sw

e
ll, y

o
u
 w

o
u
ld

n
't e

x
p
e
c
t L

e
a
rn

e
d
 

H
and. 
In the first place, A

gnew
 m

eets tw
o of 

N
ix

o
n
's m

ajo
r sp

ecificatio
n
s; h

e's co
n
-

servative enough, and w
hile M

aryland is 
n
o
t p

recisely
 a S

o
u
th

ern
 state, th

e v
ice 

p
resid

en
t is o

n
e o

f th
e m

ain
 o

rn
am

en
ts 

o
f th

e S
o
u
th

ern
 strateg

y
. In

 th
e seco

n
d
 

p
lace, sin

ce th
e h

o
t ru

m
o
r is th

at N
ix

o
n
 

w
a
n
ts a

 fre
sh

 fa
c
e
 w

ith
 h

im
 o

n
 th

e
 

tic
k
e
t n

e
x
t y

e
a
r, th

e
 S

u
p
re

m
e
 C

o
u
rt 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e ju

st th
e rig

h
t p

lace to
 d

u
m

p
 

A
g
n
ew

 w
ith

o
u
t w

o
u
n
d
in

g
 h

is d
ig

n
ity

 o
r 

rousing up his right-w
ing fans. 

T
h
en

 th
in

g
s really

 g
et in

terestin
g
. T

h
e 

new
 25th A

m
endm

ent to the C
onstitution 

p
ro

v
id

es th
at if "th

ere is a v
acan

cy
 in

 
the office of the vice president, the P

res-
id

en
t sh

all n
o
m

in
ate a v

ice p
resid

en
t 

w
h
o
 sh

all tak
e o

ffice u
p
o
n
 co

n
firm

atio
n
 

b
y
 a m

ajo
rity

 v
o
te o

f b
o
th

 h
o
u
ses o

f 
C

ongress." 
D

o
n
't fo

rg
et, th

ere are tw
o
 sp

o
ts o

p
en

 
o
n
 th

e S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt. A

d
d
 th

at fact to
 

th
e 2

5
th

 A
m

en
d
m

en
t an

d
 N

ix
o
n
 co

u
ld

 
rev

am
p
 th

e w
h
o
le team

 —
 g

iv
e th

e ad
-

m
in

istratio
n
 a b

ran
d
 n

ew
 im

ag
e an

d
 

T
o

m
 W

ic
k
e
r 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 sew

 u
p
 th

e electio
n
 a y

ear in
 

advance. 
H

ere's a p
o
ssib

le scen
ario

: 
A

g
n
ew

 to
 th

e S
u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt. S

ecre-
tary

 o
f S

tate R
o
g
ers to

 th
e S

u
p
rem

e 
C

ourt. S
ecretary of the T

reasury C
onnal-

ly
 to

 th
e v

ice p
resid

en
t (H

e w
o
u
ld

n
't 

fo
rm

ally
 tu

rn
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 u
n
til after h

e's 
confirm

ed by the D
em

ocratic m
ajority in 

b
o
th

 h
o
u
ses), th

u
s carry

in
g
 T

ex
as an

d
 

m
ollifying Japan. T

his leaves tw
o choice 

cabinet openings at $40,000 a year. 
N

ixon w
ould put G

ov. N
elson R

ockefel-
ler in

 as secretary
 o

f state, th
u
s g

raftin
g
 

th
e E

astern
 estab

lish
m

en
t o

n
to

 th
e ad

-
m

in
istratio

n
. T

h
is w

o
u
ld

 leav
e T

reasu
ry

 
o
p
en

, an
d
 th

e sm
art m

o
n
ey

 h
as it th

at . 
th

e P
resid

en
t w

o
u
ld

 b
rin

g
 in

 W
ilb

u
r .D

.. 
M

ills (that S
outhern strategy again), rid-

ding him
self of a stum

bling block on the 

R
ill w

h
ite g

ettin
g
 an

o
th

er co
n
serv

ativ
e 

D
em

o
crat in

 th
e cab

in
et to

 rep
lace C

o
n
-

nally. 

A
sk

ed
 to

 co
m

m
en

t o
n
 th

ese p
o
ssib

ili- 
tie

s, in
fo

rm
e
d
 so

u
rc

e
s a

t th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse said, 
"W

atch
 w

h
at w

e d
o
, n

o
t 

w
h
at w

e say
." 

T
he other big story in this beleaguered 

city
, w

h
ich

 h
as n

o
 v

o
te an

d
 n

o
 h

o
m

e 
ru

le, is th
at su

d
d
en

ly
 it d

o
esn

't ev
en

 
h
av

e a b
aseb

all team
. A

fter 7
1
 y

ears o
f 

b
ein

g
 first in

 w
ar, first in

 p
eace, an

d
 

last in the A
m

erican L
eague, W

ashington 
n
o
w

 h
as o

n
ly

 its 1
0
0
 real sen

ato
rs, n

o
n
e 

o
f w

h
o
m

 can
 h

it th
e cu

rv
e b

all o
r 'g

o
 

fro
m

 first to
 th

ird
 o

n
 a g

ro
u
n
d
er. 

T
h
at is n

o
t to

 su
g
g
est th

at an
y
 o

f th
e 

baseball senators could either. N
everthe-

less, th
ey

 w
ere certified

 b
ig

 leag
u
e b

y
 

th
e arcain

e law
s o

f b
aseb

all, an
d
 th

eir 
d
ep

artu
re is a b

lo
w

 to
 th

e faith
fu

l, w
h
o
 

in
 th

e y
ears 1

9
6
9
-7

0
 co

m
p
iled

 a b
etter 

atten
d
an

ce reco
rd

 th
an

 eig
h
t o

th
er m

a- 

jo
r leag

u
e cities, d

esp
ite th

e h
ig

h
est ad

-
m

ission prices in any city. 
T

h
e m

o
v
e to

 T
ex

as w
as also

.sym
bolic 

of how
 and w

hy th
in

g
s are all to

o
 o

ften
 

done these days. L
ike corporations from

 
L

o
ck

h
eed

 to
 th

e P
en

n
 C

en
tral, th

e sena.: 
tors w

ere m
iserably m

ism
anaged, on the 

field
 an

d
 o

ff, b
y
 an

 arro
g
an

t an
d
 U

n
- 

touchable ow
nership. S

o they w
ere balled 

o
u
t an

d
 m

o
v
ed

 to
 T

ex
as in

 a straig
h
t 

m
o
n
ey

 g
rab

, after v
ario

u
s d

eceits an
d
 ; 

,am
id

 a b
arrag

e o
f p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a, as frau

d
 

u
len

t as o
n
e o

f th
o
se o

il co
m

p
an

y
 ad

s._
  

th
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e y
o
u
 b

eliev
e th

e p
etro

le-
u
rn

 in
d
u
stry

 really
 cares ab

o
u
t th

e en
v
i- 

ronrnent. 
T

h
e fran

ch
ise sh

ift w
as an

 actio
n
 tak

-
en behind closed doors, by 12 unaccount-' 
able m

en, none of w
hom

 live in W
ashing-

to
n
 o

r c
a
p
e
 a

b
o
u
t it, a

n
d
 w

ith
o
u
t th

e
, 

fain
test reg

ard
 fo

r co
n
su

m
ers o

f ev
en

' 
the shoddy product recently offered here 
an

d
 n

o
w

 to
 b

e p
alm

ed
 o

ff o
n
 T

ex
as, It' 

 
w

as a m
o
v
e o

u
t o

f th
e b

lack
 In

n
er city

. 
and into the w

hite suburbs of D
allas and 

F
o
rt W

o
rth

, an
d
 sin

ce th
e n

ew
 h

o
m

e o
f 

the S
enators—

or C
ow

boys, or w
hatever 

th
ey

 are —
 w

ill b
e so

m
eth

in
g
 called

) 
T

u
rn

p
ik

e S
tad

iu
m

, it w
as also

 a p
lu

n
g
e_

; 
into the sad m

obility culture of this root-!-1 
less au

to
m

o
b
ile ag

e. F
in

ally
, th

e m
ain

 
attraction in T

exas seem
s to have been a 

fat telev
isio

n
 co

n
tract, reflectin

g
 th

e,,.. 
o
v
erw

h
elm

in
g
 ro

le th
e flick

erin
g
 tu

lA
; 

now
 plays in A

m
erican life. 

O
f co

u
rse th

e h
isto

ry
 b

o
o
k
s w

o
n
't re-,,f 

co
rd

 th
is sm

all m
atter, b

u
t so

m
e p

eo
p
le 

h
ere d

id
 care, an

d
 n

ev
er w

ill ag
ain

, an
d
.)  

th
at, to

o
, is th

e w
ay

 things go. 
(C

. 1971, N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es S

ervice) 


