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V

ice P
resident A

gnew
 sym

pa-
th

iz
e
d
 to

d
a
y
 w

ith
 w

h
a
t h

e
 

tailed
 th

e "y
o
u
th

 lib
eratio

n
 

m
ovem

ent" and called for rec-
ognition of 18-year-olds as m

a-
ture A

m
ericans. 

"1 believe the great bulk of 
o
u
r y

o
u
n
g
 p

eo
p
le to

 b
e read

y
 

to
 tak

e o
n
 ad

u
lt b

u
rd

en
s at 

18," the V
ice P

resident told a luncheon gathering of S
enators 

an
d
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
l sen

io
rs fro

m
 

the 50 states. 
M

r. A
gnew

 said history sup-
ported his belief that dem

ands 
by the young today for a larg-
er role in society represent "a 
d
esire n

o
t fo

r so
m

eth
in

g
 n

ew
 

but for som
ething old." 

Jo
an

 o
f A

rc w
as 1

7
 w

h
en

 
sh

e led
 an

 arm
y
, A

lex
an

d
er 

H
am

ilto
n
 w

as 2
1
 w

h
en

 h
e 

played 
a 

m
a
jo

r ro
le

 in
 th

e
 

A
m

erican R
evolution, and W

il- H
am

 P
itt w

as 24 w
hen he be-

cam
e P

rim
e M

inister, the V
ice 

P
resident said. 
H

e said his research into the 
tradition of setting the age of 
m

atu
rity

 at 2
1
 sh

o
w

ed
 th

at it 
w

as traceab
le to

 th
e train

in
g
 

of knights in the M
iddle A

ges, 
w

hen the strength and skill to 
b
eer h

eav
y
 an

u
s to

o
k
 tim

e to
 

acquire, E
ven then, how

ever, 
the other classes reached legal 
m

ajo
rity

 at 1
5
, M

r. A
g
n
ew

 
said. 

H
is rem

arks today had none 
o
f th

e to
n
e o

f h
is 1

9
7
0
 cam

-
paign assaults on the youthful 
m

inority w
ho resorted to vio-

len
ce to

 ex
p
ress d

issen
t A

n
d
 

h
e q

u
o
ted

 fro
m

 th
e rep

o
rt o

f 
the P

residential C
om

m
ission on 

C
am

p
u
s U

n
rest'-a rep

o
rt th

at 
th

e V
ice P

resid
en

t said
 last 

S
ep

tem
b
er w

as "su
re to

 b
e 

taken as m
ore pablum

 for the 
perm

isstvists" —
 to bolster his 

a
rg

u
m

e
n
t th

a
t A

m
e
ric

a
n
s sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e categ
o
rized

 b
y
 

age groups. 
M

r. A
gnew

, w
ho said he w

as 
th

e
 fa

th
e
r o

f th
re

e
 y

o
u
n
g
 

adults and one daughter "w
ho 

is 15, going on 20," m
ade the 

rem
ark

s to
 1

0
2
 h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
l 

seniors and m
ost m

em
bers of 

the S
enate. 

T
he students are participants 

in an annual youth conference 
sponsored by the W

illiam
 R

an-
dolph H

earst F
oundation. 


