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l.".ANcF.EsTrR 	 - • 	- 
.C_)20INTNU-:NT WITH DIR:-..:CTO3, 10:10 A. M., 6-4-64 	11:- 	• 

1., • • 	 by appointment, I introdzced WilY.arn Manchester, who has been • c c,,,km. • 35- iorted by Mes•  John F. Kennedy to write a book concerning the four days 	"

• -

,,LN trOcold..--; the assassination and funeral of the late President, to the Director at . . 1*-1' • 1C0.(.1  a. tn., today in the Director's Offices' 	'• 	- • 
Mr. Manchester first thanked the Director for seeing him. He cx-pls +al It 'ay: already seen approximately 93 peop:e, principally in Washington; howcw.r had hot pr. gone to Dallas, Texas, inasmuch as Chief Justice Warren felt that he shcrA ,N9Jca-yisot interbiews in Dallas until after the Varren Commission report had been issintd. 

- • il.aituting a series of questions to the Director, Mr, Manches; 	. 1 s.s to what the Director was doing on November 22, 23, 24 and 25, 1969. Manchester added that he would first like to start with November 22, 1933, at the precise moment the Director first received the news that the President had been shot. The 	ti I Oa-actor replied that he had just returned from lunch. This was approximately 1:10 p. tyg 4. news item was brought in to him reflecting the President had been shot. The Lrectoro Krnedintely-called the Attorney General who was at his home dining with the U. S. 	• a.ttorney from New York, Mr. Morgenthau. The Director advised the Attorney General ofa ; hat a news announcement had been made that the President had been wounded. The 	. g1  I • Director stated he next talked to the SAC of our Office in Dallas, Texas. He was informvi hat the President had been wounded and had beer. taken to the Parkland Memorial Hospit:E..` SAC also advised that Governor Connally had been shot and was now in the emergency 1 -oom with Kennedy at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Connally, who were - -:einz in the same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that it appeared that he <lots had come from an upper dary window of the Texas Book Depository EQL■ding. 
• • - • 	•-• --• 
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:. 	• 	 •-- 
The•:-:allas Office additionally advised the Director shortly after 2:0.5 	a .; that thy that the .-ti.aesicient had died. Tie Director iramediately called the Attorany Genera) once as.ain and told him of the death c: his brother. At this time the Direetar 	: inaairee as to whether the ;..torney Geraer. p taaned to go to Dallas. The Director stated that he L. advised the Attoraey Geneaa.: that if :each plans were in the making -he. would fatiTitate. his departure and arrival. The Director to:d Manchester that shortly thereafter Our Callas 3.-lice called once again to indicate that the President's body would be 	. . it rneaLaitly flown back to Washington and that the Vice President had already beea sworn in as ?az:Fa:cants  The Director later called the Attorney General once again and told him th3t ths. FE,LI was moving into the investigation, The Director advised Manchester `alai. the • rel t00% this action despite the fact that there was no law making it a Federal violation i_asasair.ate the President.. 

- • 

At this point the Director gave Manchester a brief history of the  

. 	

I 

...- 	- 

&S3135s;nation of SAC Shanahan in Chicago, Illinois, in the mide 1920's. There was no • E eateral law aga•ahast assaulting or murdering an FBI Agent at that time. The arca:tor . *, told 11anchester he initiated action to make it a Federal crime to assault or kill an FBI • -. Agent so that proper action could be taken in Federal court rather than a local court in •--  sod.' rnataars. 	' 	a -- - - 	• 	• 	. la..., . 	. 	aN 	, -.._..a.j....*.. ,•-. a :-,'-... a • ..'.7- :%:::::. .--%7:- '..r. -  	• . .    
The Director told Manchester that if the FBI had taken custody of --a-aa.-----:: . Gat :12.rvey Oswald, Jr., Osralci would never have been killed by Jack Ruby. The .-* • .l. E." DiYaator stated that the murder of Oswald by Ruby naturally gave rise to considerable -.. . soaex:lation and rumor. All of this could have been avoided had the Dallas police te:Ken.'..1":" proper action to protect Oswald. 

.--. .....'."7 " „: -. - 	--::.- .,--1.....i.: -::.-.;;:..:-..% •....,.........•: 	.... . . 	The Director told Manchester that the FBI immediately entered the case, .... I.  • daaraite non-jurisdiction,- and that we interviewed Oswald as soon as he was made available. F • TL:e Eireetor stated that on the evening of November 22, 1963, at approximately '1:25 p.m.,.... Presidant Johnson called him at his home and requested that the FBI take complete charge
'  .

41*, of the case involving the assassination. The Director stated he advised the President 
• ;. 

that the FBI had already entered the case and that we would, of course, go all out in this . - 1 	W.  rratter,, The Director also told the President that he was concerned about the great ,....• ..— - ;01 tmount of publicity coming out of Dallas. ----- ----- ----- ---• --a:- • -- -- --- • a -•-7 ---- :-  
The Director then told Manchester that the Dallas police had glven aensideraloIe information received as a result of FBI findings, particul2.rly from our'..": ZraberatorY. hie added that on the 4th or 5th thy following the assassination )at instructed .ar SAC in Dallas to contact Chief of Police Ca-ary and order him to make no further.. .taterne.nts to the presskvith respect to the evidence or investigation surrounding the ss1-...ssinations  The Director told Manchester that this Chief of Police could have told 
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him to go t.t her; t'nv:ever, he had recogr.1zed the obvious necessity and logic of 64.+Ch.**--. : 
ins trusAlor.v> and 	complied. The Director explained to Manchester at some 
tksence.essi4 to keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of an Ir.& lit tat, 

. 	• ..- •.. 
• The Direc:or told N:•;--Ichester 	on Saturday evening, NoVerni.)er 23; 
1963 our Dallas CLIce had reeeived an anonymous telephone call indicating that 91,31137- 
had berm made to krkurder Oswald when he was removed tram the Dallas City jail. 
F131 infbr.-ned the Dallas Chief of Police immediately. The Director told Mancester :" -
that original plar.s for removal of Oswald had been trade for 10:00 p. tn. that Saturday 

Tks Chief of Police, however, changed these plans by acceding to the pressure . 
417e-t:,-.-ess that Oswald be - removed at a convenient time so that commur.icatieas media 

covld cover the event. Our Dallas Office again culled the Dallas Police Depa.rtn..e.-.t on • 
Sva any morning;  November.24, 1963, and reminded that Depr.,:trInt of the same 
anonymcos telephone call. Lt that tme the cr.lef of Policc a'4470'pur Dallas Oalce that • 
all precau::ons were being taken to protect Oswald. 	 _ - - - 44e F: 

• .114:‘..1* .  

t • 

The Director informed 1■'_anche.ster that followitig the President's call -•• 
at 7:25 p.m., November 22, 1963, he gave sp4fic instructionisthat the FBI do everything 
possilik,  to thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional—,  ; • .7 - - 
pir$struiel were immediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary - 
inasmuch as our Dallas 0:fice and FBI Headquarters, as well as other offices, received 
Lonlreds and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads in this 
case. 

..• - • 	•- 	• 	• 	 :7; s:•;1'....••••' 	•Z 	- 	'4;••• 
• • • •• • •••• 	• 	• 	• 	••• • 	— 	: 	•f!y:a.  

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director placed any significance 
to the anonymous phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald. The Director re.plied • 
that we had no way of knowing at the time whether any importance should be attached or , 
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police, .. 
which we did. 	 - 	• • 	-• 

- • 	
_ 	ir 	 • so 	 . 

The Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a "police buff." 
As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility.' 
to the Dallas Police Department. The Director stated that he did not know whether 
reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists. 
Tie stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obvious A 
f„ffection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow 
to Mrs, Kennedy inasmuch as she would necessarily have to return to Dallas and testify .  7 
?.rst,.. st Oswald, 	 V* 	 • 
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- -. • 	• e Me.ezeester inquired as to the exact location of the Director at the ttrne 
%weld was killed"-en Sunday, November 24, 1963. The Director replied that he Was at 
.me. Ze. Stated that the Dallas Office contacted him immediately following this eVertt.. ••e_e; 
::neester inquired as to the Director's iinmec.:1z.te reaction, The Director replied that . 
ifs first ihoeght was hew such an event could take place, particularly under a system of ;*.:1;  
iviliza/ justice. The Director added that he had ordered an immediate check on Jack'  

earl particularly to ascertain if there had been a relationship between Ruby 
.. 

	

1 	• . • • • 

• ..• 	. • 

• Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was watching television 
t the time of Oswald's merder. - The Director replied in the negative. He stated he w.s 
•orking on official papers at the time. The Director added that he usually saved Sundays 
) review lengthy documents and memoranda as well as to prepare himself for interviews; 
earings, etc. 	 . 	 , 	..  

' 	 " 	- 	• "•-.. 7••••• 	 4  .". 

Manchester inquired as to what the Director was doing on Friday morn;-.: 
•ovember 22, 1953, prior to the assassination. The Director replied that he was 	 :.- 
enducting business as usual, that he had had a number of interviews that particular7...t.—  
lorning. ' 	 7  - • 	.7 	- 	 ••:- - 

Manchester inquired as to the physical location of the wire, service ticker 
.achtne;, He was told that it is located across the hall and that pertinent wire service 
ems are broughtin to the Director immediately. . • 	- 	 . • - • • 

• 
. 	

• 	 • 	• 	
• 	_ 	 ee . 	. 	. 	. . 	. _ 

• . 	
The Director told Manchester that his first conversation on November 224'  •;. 

?63, with our Dallas Office occurred at approximately 1:48 p. m. The Director was . • 
ivised at that time that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had 
:ffered a mortal wcrund. The Director mentioned that on the occasion of his second  
U to the Attorney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been In 

•uch with a number of the Presidential &aft and had been informed of a number of e  
:tails concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 

Manchester inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney General's 
:action upon being informed that the President had been shot. The Director replied 	 . 
..t the Attorney General had been silent for a few moments and had then requested that •e' 
e Director keep him informed of any further facts received concerning this matter. 	 ; 
ea Director told Manchester that the Attorney General is usually very quiet ie raanaer: 
ell he has all the necessary facts of a given situation. The Director stated that the „a 
torneyp::neral was not)_the explosive type unless he became angry.'  . 
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• Meeie.hester told the Director the; the President's call to the Direttor 	- 
:2S 0. In: , Novete:lesr 22, lf',53, aepeared to b. er.e of t:-.e first calls that the Fresictent 
eakft up cn eeterreng to V.'astington thee evening. The Director replied that hewoeld - 
erelise 	C-Iis was ceerecte 	re.dor laded. that our thvestieation prceseededee..:... 
brthwIlh: Lawever, it was not until Monay or -Alesday of the following week that the'r:..-  
zees:de:le oecideel to name a Presidential Commission to look ieto the assassinatioe: ' 
•-ee Lirec:or told Manchester that an FBI report had been sent to the Warren Commission 
it!.:a to days a:Ler the President had set up this body. The Director stated that he... 
ersanelly re-.4 sppeered before the Warren Corernission and that he considered their 
ezetion:eg of him to be quite thorough. He steted that thoroughness was r.ecessary on - 

o: the Commission inasmuch as this would serve to assist in quelling gossip and 
eeeeelstien in the future. The Director quickly added, however, that rumors will 

concerning this .ce.ial  especially in Europe where there is widespread gossip • 
encereing a supposed ceiespiracy, for many years. 
• - - 	• 	- 	- 	. 

r- I . 	• 	 , 	. 
• • 	The Director told Manchester that the statement that some of 	 ' 
.1%e:r ve:tor. may be withheld by the Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further 
armor. 171,.nchester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice's statement in this 
et,srd iels:nuch as not just any individeel should be allowed to look at the classified 
.e.:erial sent to the Commission by some agencies. The Director replied that the issue 

paint is such that excessive precautions of security is unwise. The Director e:eplained 
e.t he had never been a great' believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard e•-  
agardieg excessive security. He stated that an ite.m is either classified or else it isn't 
.assified. The Director gave examples of leaks in Government that have given several 
resic:ants extreme cause and worry. He stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 
.vc-stigate these leaks, however, newspapermen naturally do not desire to reveal their 
eezees. The Director stated that U newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite 
etueally the sources would dry up. .. 	• 

" 	." 	Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assassination case • 
-;carne one of major concern following the President's call at 7:25 p.m., November 22, • 
;S3. The Director stated that as he had previously indicated, the FBI had already... - • - 
_tired this case. He added, however, that after the President's call we went all out In 
in; such things as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI .:official . 
Dallas and adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement. The - 
rector st,ted thatwe still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leads 
this eeerticuler case throughout the FBI's service. He stated that this case will never I 
cic.sed from an inve.stative point of view inasmuch as we will continuelly 

ads, many from mental cases, which necessarily have to be checked out.- eee-.4.;,:i.e.ei:ee.-.-1 
e"-ee .• 	-7.7.-- • •. r • 	• • • 	• ..• . • 	 • 	.• 
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' 	•". 	• 	-. 	 j -7 	• 	 •• . 	— 
. . 	. ester asi--n::d if the matter of a President being assassinated not • .7? 

ling a Federal criene kid ever been discussed fully by the Congress, or anyone else; • :,.  ...... 
.-,ce..e_ing to the Director's lelowledge. The Director replied that there had been no-7. 	• 	• -;..! 

iSCVSS1,04 to any extent. he stated the matter had just never been considered. 
.,, 	. 	• 	. 	 . 	- 	 • 	 • 	.. 	.. 	• ..........., 	. 	. 

• reeehester incluired as to whet'eer the FBI had prior meterial on Ose;eald 	.4e• 
•'.e. 

efore the assassination. The Director replied that we c:!d have some information 
egard:r.L Oswald, however, it was quite flimsy in nature. The Director then explained  

..:e 
t some length the background of Oswald. He told Manchester of the press releases that 
sveelci ms..de in Moscow. He told Manchester of Oswald's employment in a factery in  

'insk, aessia, and of the fact that Oswald had later returned to Moscow. The Director 
•eledtRal he certainly did not understand why the Department of State had failed to have 
sualcis;In an affidavit foefeitting his American citizenship at the tele Oswald returned' ..:. 
)vicreetd.hnd visited the U. S. Embassy. Manchester spoke up and stated ti-at the .. -  

ah rcepeent claimed they had wanted to find out if Oswald had committed an ;.• . ---'. - - .!,e':'.. • 
--fractpaiite 'Crime in the Soviet Union, therefore, no signed affidavit wes taken from - ' 4 'I -,:::_. • 

:in.'. ThiAlrector again deplored the failure to have such an affidavit executed. • -"iii ; 	e, -. 

	

j : 	..4e • 
-.... 	 . 	, 

The Director continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two or reree . ? ,... 
'.ys following his arrival in the United Sates. He explained that we, of course, desired .... 	.. 

	

find out if Oswald had been recruited as an intelligence agent by the Soviet Union. The . 	•.:, 
:rector told Manchester that this did not appear to be true. He added that Oswald had 	•..-:'. 
:.,essified himself as a Marxist rather than a communist. The Director added that. .--. . 
seald had later been interviewed in New Orleans after getting into a street seuanle ...:'=" 
ith anti-Castroites over leaflets being handed out by Oswald. The Director told re  
:anchester that Oswald could best be termed a 'loner." He explained Oswald's - ...e - .. , ..:.. , 

erreurtic2.tions with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald - ; • 
.:(1 never joined the Party. The Director told of the incidents surrounding Oswald's '-'...--' • .• 	.7. 

',tempt to kill General Walker in Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife, Marina, had '';''  
iN-ised us cf this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this . 
et; of the inteeview by indicating there appeared to be nothing in Oswald's beckground 	- i•
leieh would reflect that he was a man of violence and most certainly nothing which -.. .-..• 	•:-...; 

..e..ieated that Oswald had any intentions of assassinating the President. --• • ‘.' • e'.-- ' - '.'"e 't ' 4- 
- .e.-- -. 	 ... 	_. 	.. 	._._ 	.._... 	. 	 ., :,.., . S. 	. 	' 	

: • ,•••4! 

.. : , -.• , • • 	
''elt4 

i.d failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General Welker until after - .4  
;z: :nurderof President Kennedy. The Director replied that he did not find this odd ine • •: 
:ew of the cold re.,4tionship, between Oswald and his wife, the language barrier en the ' • ' 
ert of Mrs. Oswald and the fact that Mrs. Oswald did not have the natural instiects of - A 

toed no significance in Mrs. Oswald's failvre to advise of this incident prior to tha 	- •  

;S-ISSirlati(Xle 	s- •:--z:#.:4..-..:.•'-,:- 	: ..----:--.;-. • 	=:.--i:-.----'::-.:%. 	• - 	it% •:-; 	-,, ( 	.-,..- 	.',..-.;%,;.--7:-..--.'7..--•••%:..-7 	P 
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• 

Vs' 

Manchester asked if the Dieector did not find it odd  that Mrs. Oswald .  • - Ji' .. 

7 

I ;Perecericen woman hit to the contrary had a different attitude altogether... He stated he 1 .. 	.. ;$ 
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The 'Li:rector told Manchester that it was extremely difficult to speculate L'ae motivation; of Oswald to kill the President. The Director stated it was entirely 
2.assible Oswald inlay have wanted to kill Gcvarnor John Connally. He explained that 
C.:iv-tick had written communications to Geverner Connally protesting Ills partici:lax type 
arzliacharge front the U. S. Mar; :e Coapa.. The Direetor added that President Kennedy -was an intellectual liberal type. He stated that President Kennedy had been desirous of (f-epiri, peace with honor. He stated that Presidant Kennedy des:red peaceful co-existence --.=_raa -alean !style. The Director added that the President, although he had been firm . his dealing's with Khrushchev, had a fairly good relationship with lOirushchev and the 

• Union, The Director summed up by stating that Oswald could not have desl'aed to 
air. the President because the President had dealt harshly, or spoken harshly, against 

	

.he Coraraunist Party and Chairman lakrushchev, . - 	: 
• ..• 	 • 	• 	4; 

Manchester speculated that perhaps the communists, including Oswald,--• 
net like the relationship between the late Pfesident and lthrushchev; therefore, the 

;onlanunists desired to do away with President Kennedy so that this obstacle to their :a7.  iesired philosophy could be removed, The Director replied that this was entirely It • ; 
)ossible; however, he wanted Manchester to clearly understand that lair ushchev was not 
person to be trusted and that Chairman Khrushchev had a very cold and evil mind.- --- 

.7he Director, at this point, gave examples of larushchev's understanding of the English 
an;aage despite the fact that he hadc-i-oyanovsky, an excellent interpreter, with him 
.t all times while on his visits to the United States. The Director told Manchester that 
.e had always felt it better to kick individuals like Khrushchev on the shins once in a rather than to boot-lick them. The Director explained that Khrushchev was 
rasically an oriental and that individuals opposing orientals usually lost face in the 'I • :en al's opinion when fear or trepidation was shown. -- • • •- 
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' Manchester inquired as to whether the Director's duties and • 	• • •esponsibilities allowed him to participate personally in the funeral ceremonies. The 
airector replied in the negative. He stated he had been at his desk constantly. He 
dded that he had issued instructions that FBI personnel participate officially in the . 
eremonies by assisting Secret Service as much as possible. The Director spoke of the 
,any visiting foreign dignitaries and of the dangers Involved in the march from the 
/trite House to St. Matthew's Cathedral. He told Manchester that over 40 Special  
_gents had been assigned to assist Secret Service, particularly at St. Matthew's 	 ...• 
:at:-.edral, He further told Manchester that the authority to protect the President was • 
learly a function of the Secret Service; however, since the assassination we Faye 	.- 
ssisted when calliupon. The Director briefly advised Manchester at this peat o: rite 
.nmediate widespreA ramifications of this case following the actual sheeting: - He teld 
:anchester that leads 114d spread to Mexico as well as throughout the er.tire United Sates. 	it  1-...r...efor4... it has lieen.rfeeessary for hire personally to remain at his desk so as to: 
upervise this matter. 	: 	of" 	 . 	. 	. 
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At this point I reminded Manchester of his previous statement to me that 
e had. t."..1•:.e. at the 	House at 11:15 a. m. Manchester thanked the Director twice • 

1i da:.art-re Lnc; s-ated that he was very 2.:...,preci2.tive d the Director's cooperation 
▪ cor.siz:;:rable time taken from a busy schedule to be ()I.' assistance. 

The Director may desire to send the Attorney General the attached letter 
.e_::catinz that he had seen Manchester. 	 • 	#.1 
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