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Suppose either Lee Harvey Oswald, the men accused of asssssinating
President John ¥, Kennedy, or Jack Ruby, history's most public murderer,
the msn who did Eill Oswald, had been FBI informents?

Can it be imagined what kind of problems and erises the govern-
ment would then have had?

In those days the groat number of inforwants the FBI hss was not
generally known. People were unwilling to believe 1t and the FEI
steadfastly denled 1t, ss does avery saecrat-nolice force everywhere,
But the FBI éig - and does - hove a vast number of informants broken
into two broad categories: "C", for crimipal, and "S"; representing
what to the FBI is "security” but in reality is political. Any one of
these 1a the preveiling official view, can bo mors valuable thaa 1,000
real agents.

Well, the governmsnt's problem was avan graeater, for both
Oswasld and Ruby uere FBI informentsl

The FBI, of course, deniss it.

Thus, whon Presidsnt Iyndcon B. Johnson lmmediately put J. Rdgsr
Hoover in charge of the offlcial investigation, even though there was
no federsl jurisdiction, it ther nct belng a federal ecrime to kill
the President, Hoover wes put in the position of iavestigating himself
(somzthing he may not have known whea the Job wes given him). This
became even more true when, & week later, the Wsrren Commlssien was

appointed and thie FBI becsnie 1ts ma Jor investigative arm,
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But Heober's position was much improved by the appointment of
the Commission for he was then no longer in the position of reaching
and assuming responsibility for the final, official concluaicns while
he resmined able to and, in fact, did dominate those conclusionz by
controlling what the Commission could and did know and could not know.

These things were well known to the Commiassion, eapecially to

its reapested staff. A3 wilh 211 such bodiss, the members ars largely

figureheads, the staff doing the real work. Msmberc are always
selactad because of their national stature. They are always too busy
to 1zern and fully comprehend what is going on.

A fsw of the top-secret execubive seszions of the Warren Com-
mission - so ultra secret even its staff was excluded and members werse
gssured they would never even gee the stenogeraphlic transeripts - read
liks the remblings of eldsrly gesntlewomsn gatherad at a kaffaee klatch.
They meanderad sbout sush thinzs sz what their wivss had heard, gos-
siped about federal agencies, scmetimes spaculated in childish ways
ebout vwhat was ocutsids their understending.

Thics Commission, rather than being a2n sxception, was composed
of the vsry busiocst of men, men alresdy overzommitted 5o the public
service, oxcept for the two with past intelligence connections,

Allen W, Dullss, who presidsd over the Cenirsl Intelligenecs Agency
during the period of its greatest growth and more spsctacular dis-
asters, of which thse Bay of Pige is merely tha one that led to his
faced retiremeht; and the well-known international banker, Jchn J.
MeCloy, whese delayed investigation in Dellas, elready postponed for
six months, wes Iinterrupted the first day by his urgent nesed to fly

to Moxico for a hunting expedition.

.



3

As a mabtter of fact, it would have been diff'icult, if not impos-
sible, to select an acceptabla Commission with mewmbers on friendlier
terms with the government's intelligence community except, possibly,
for the chairman, then Chief Justice Eazrl Werren, and Kentucky's
Republican Senstor, John Saerman Cooper. The late Senator Richard B.
Russell of Georgla presided over the three-monkey legislative super-
vision of the CIA, a ficticnal control allegedly exercised but nsver
a reality. House of Representatlves Rapubllican Leader Gerald R. Ford,
gung ho for the CIA, was and remsins one of Hoover's most vecal ad-
mirers. Until intrustions Into his personal life became intolersble
for Louisiana Congressman Hels Boggs in ths late spring of 1971, when
be was Ford'!s Democratic counterpart, he, too, wes Hoover's staunch
supporier. Then, when Bogms finally mede complaint abeut the ¥BI, he
still felt compelled to praise Hoover, saying of him no mors than that
Hoover hesd grown too cld in his L4 7%ysae» control of the FBI, which bhe
had heeded sinece its crestion, then appcinted to the Job by a liberal
Attorney Genersl, Harlen Ficke Stone, later tc become a Justice of
the Supreme Court.

An evershelming majority, five of ths seven meubsrs appointed
by the Democratic FPresident, were Irom the minorily Republlcan Farty.
This is excepticnal, 1f not entiraly unprecedented, in our political
history. Intelligence and conservative lnbterests were disprecportion-
ately represented. Neither of tha two Democrats, both Southerners,
Russell and Boggs, was a politicsl disciple of the victim-Presidsnt.
In fact, the one parspsctive locking in the Commlssion was the

country's uajorlty, Ksanzdy philcsorhy.

sy



= e

Z R SR B

L

The Commlission inherited its first erisea, of the accused assas-

sin's and his assassin's FBI connectlons. Its solution wes traditional,

not invented by kodern American bureaucracy: evasion, semantics, lies

and the destrucbtion of evidsnce.

Whet 1t could not get apround any other way, it burned, scmething

pever until this moment reported.

I took me [lve yszais of diligeat digglag in the suppressed

Commission files to get the shocking prooi of this, and then 1t was

hidden where onsz would never thiank to iook for ite.

The Commission's Repori, 912 pages long and three pouads heavy,

£ Juns until the end of Septeomber 196l by
fficial life - that both

was delayed from the first o
the need to get around this compllecation in o

ssssin and his aasassin had been FBI informsnts. Two
having
months later, the laboring mouse/brought forth

the accused as
this mountain of words,

1t birthed an onormity or scemingly persuasive documentation, 26 more

enormous volumes of "aridence”, an entlre range of verbal mountains,

11 equal in size to the Report itsell. They occupy bthree feet un wmy
boolzshelves.

nly an obfuscated fragment of this, the vital evidence eand

the embarrassing official seeret, is anywhere in these estimated

10,000,000 words that to tals day hzve not satisfied most Americans.

dot until page 325 of the Report dld the Comuission get around to its

entirely false repreasntation of the nidden fact thet both Ruby and

Oswald had been FEIL {nformants. Most of the Report is the irrelasvant,

background and bicgrephical dala on Oswald sand Ruby. The f£inal sub-

atantive chapter, sntitled to betoken something there never Was,

"Investization of Posalble Conspiracy", agaln in bicgraphy, has a



[ S

<3¢\

5
mlnuts subsection of slightly more than two of its 50 pages. This is

heeded, deceptively, "Oswald Wes Not An Agent for the U, S. Gevernment."
I sdd emphaslis to underscore the decaption.

Oswald, certainly, was no%t an "agent" of cither the F3I or the
CIA. But, without doubt, on Juns 26, 1962, outside his home in Fors
Worth, Texas, sitting in the car of FBI Agent John W, Fain, by Fain's
own later admission, Oswald did agree toibscome an FEI informant,

And Rudy, although you will not find it in either the Report
or its yard-lonz, 26-volums appendage, had been a "eriminal" informant
of the FBI. This is established, to ths degres it can todey be laarned,
in ths estimated 300 cuble feat of Commission files row storad in tha
National Archives. In thewm, the FBI's representation is that Ruby's
servicss were valueless.

The hiddsn fact 13 that, loag before his 1962 agrsement with
the FBI, while still in the Soviet Uninn, to which hs had pretended
to dsfsct but nsver did, Oswald laild cleaim to serving the zovsrnment.
Hs d14 thls in writing to John B. Comnelly, who Oswald thought was
8t1l1l Secretary of the Navy. Connally was about to become governor
of Texas, In 1971, alghough a Democret, Connally headed the Treasury
Department in the Republican Nixon sdministration.

In preconditioning the public to accept an unacceptable "solu-
tion" to the assassination of ths popular Prssident, government used
"leaks" to the press with consummate ekill.‘fBut for all the fabled
gkill of the FBI, no one leak was ever traoéd to its source, Perhaps
one of the reasons is that the most signifieant, if not, indeed, alseo
the greatest in number, were by the FBI. Agein, it was investlgatlng
itself. The results wers predictable.
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Insone of thelr early privete sesslpns, the transcripts of
which were classified "TOP SECRET" and from which all of the staff
except the general counsel wers exluded, the Commission, frustrated
after repeatedly reading in the papers what should Bave been the
closest secrets - and the tailorsd relense of which predetermined and
delimitied what the Comuissilon might do - questioned Ficholss Katzenbach
about this. Katzenbach wes then Depuby Attorney Genaral, second to
Robsrt Kennedy alone in the Department of Justice. This 1s the ver-
batim transcript:

Sen, Russell: General, I see occezsionally in the press

articles that purporb to have come from the F.B.I. as to bits
of evidonce and things of that kind. How much of their find-
ings does the F.B.I. propose to relsase to th2 press before
we proasent the findings of this Commission?

Mr. Katzenbech: Well Senntor, T know the story to which
you are referring - - '

Sene. Russell: [U'e been In the papers.

Mr. tzenbsch: Yes. And I know that the Director and
Mr, Belmont, whe i3 the msn in charge of this particulor in-
vestigaticn, are utterly furlous st the information that got
inbo the presas. I talked with both of them on thls subjsct.
They say they are confident 1t could not have come from the
FeB.I., and I say with candor to this committee, I cen;t
think of anybody else it could havo coms from ...

If it was courageous of Katzenboch to speak so candidly about
Hoover and the FBI, it may also account for his short career as
Attornaey General when he wss sppointed to thet post upen Kennedy's
resignation te run for the Senate.

EL | One of the tidbits fed the complacent and largely unquestion-
't fing preas is this letter. It wss then played as in the Report (R3856-7),
{ {to infer an Oswald proclivity toward violence.

Af'ter a dubious and probably frsudulent "hardship" discharge

from the Marine Gorps, allegedly to support his supposedly destitute

mother, granted days before his enlistment expired, instead of cering
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for her, Oswald chiseled a few bucks from her and want to the USSR.
There hes promptly snd publicly pretended to surrender his citizenship,
all the while baing”q;reful not to. The Navy, taking a dim view of
what, appsarad in the ﬁapars, ehanged his honorable discharze. This
was Oswald's letter of protest 2nd appeal. Tt is printed in full in
the part of his blography thet is in Appendix XIIT (R710).

Only what 1s deliberately mlsinberpreted a=s s threat is quoted
in tha toxt of the Report, "that he would 'employ all meens to right
this gross mistake or injustice'.,"” That - and no more.

But, what Oswald sctually wrote is that "The story was blown
up into another !'turncost' ssnsstion +es" To this he sdded & conclud-
ing paragraph, entirely ignored by the press as by the Commission.

It begins:

I hsve and sllways (sic) hed the full sanction of the U.S.
Dmhassy, Mescow USSR, =nd honcs the U. 8. Governument.

Ard it concludes by giving tha Fmbassy as reference:

Por information I would direct ycu to consult the American
Eabasay, Chikovski St. 19/21, Moscow, USSR.

This is neither Oswald's only nor his strongest claim that he
served intslligence interests in the U.S.3.R. The others, rather
than being merely distorted, were entirely suppressed. I select this
one precisely because it was made public and was twisted. Oswald,
without refutotion, claimed govarnment sancetion for his phony
"defection"”,

Allegations that he served thes FBI were printed right after
the sssassination. They attracted little sttention then and ware
soon entiraly forgottan. These storiecs were ignored by the Commis-
sion until i1t cdared do so no longer. Thsn it movad fast, doclsively,

ipagination and originality mixed with its uninhibited use ol raw power.
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The Soceret Service wes first and moepe honest in transmltting
reports that Oswsld had been an FBI informant. Of all government in-
vestigative agzencies used by the Commission, the best if =till inede-
quate record is that of the Secret Service. It was the only federal
agency with legel Jurisdlction when the President wss aszagsinnted,
But It wse immediztely frozen out of all crucial erees by the omnipo-
tent FBI. If the Sscret ~ervice, subject to bureaucratic pressuras
as it was, wish carsors on ell levels depsndent upon conformity with
official policy, did become part of what in an sarlizr work I de-
seribed as bthe "cover-up” of ths evidence snd ths possibls szolutlon
of the crims, it nonetholess immediately snd without deviatlon pre-
sented the Werren Commission #ith solid proofs thet ths Commission's
prsdetermined conclusions were untenable. When this happened, tha
FBI ceme to the Commlesion's ressue sné the 3acret Service remalnad
sllent. The FBI began preemptinz and excluding the Secret fervice
less then 2, hours after those shots chaugsd bthe histery of the world
at 12:30 p.uw. Dallas tims, November 22, 1963.

The Commission designsteduipn.numbefad files "Commissicn
Documents" (CDs or CRa). The one numbered 320 contelns o repert from
Speeial Agsnt in Cherge (SAJC) Lene Bertram of thé {ﬁg‘;;rtéf::o?;ice.'
Its synopsis reads:

Interview with Houston Fost reporter Aloanso (sic) H.

Hudkins III. He states Oswald reported to be on FBI pay-
roll as an informant, and other infornstlon.

Thls "ether information”’ includes uasubstantisted belief that
Ruby wes part of a conspiracy. The paragraph about Oswald g2 nn FBI
informant reeods:

On Decomber 17, Mr. Hudkins advised chat he had Jjust »e-
turned from a wsekend in Dallas, duriag which time he talkad



QRUSE S, S

SECRRTREET - | T LOEE

R o T e R T O TR S

9 10
to Allen Sweatt, Chief Criminal Division, Sheriff's Office,
Dallas; Chisf Swestt mentioned that it was his opinion that
Lee Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 s month by the FBI as
an informant in connection with their subversive investigs-
tions. He furnished the alleged informant number assigned
to Oswald by the FBI as "S172".

Sweatt wes one of the key fizures in the immediately corrupted
investlizstion. The sssssdnation wos committad a few hundred feet
from his cffice, which wes immedliately converted into a command post.

(‘Among the unique functions served thers wss the confiscation and, to
7 the degrse it could be, tha suppression of as many ss possible of the
pictures of the sseassinsticn)

f o0 (I published sn entire book on this, PHOTOGRAPHIC WHITEWASH:
Suppressed Kennsdy Asssssinaticon Pletures. In the snsuing four years,
there hes been no complalnt from sny officisl on any level in any
government, from the Dallss police and sheriff's offices up to the
FBI, ncr one from & single member or membesr cf the staff of the Warren
Commission., ‘Thers hss besn no complaint because there is no question
about the fzcts - egnd bescsusz this book repreaents the first thorough
resurrsction from officlal oblivicn of the suppressed avidencse, of
which 150 peges, largely relevant FBI reports end Commizsion memo-
rands, are reproduced In facsiuile.)

dWhen DBartram's report reschef the Warren Commlssion, File 320
turned out to be one of 1ts many "eircular files".

The FBI Imew about thiz before the Secret Service report got
from Houston to ¥ashington, and began working on it - and Hudkins.

The Secret Service kept in touech with Hudkins, s he did with
it. Dutifully, when he got bits and pleces of information from
sourcas of unknown dependability, he passed them on to the Secret

Service. Hs apparently did not trust ths FBI. I have the 3Secret
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Service reports. Later, when the government was In a bind on the
question of whether or not Oswald was sn agent or informant, Hudkins
was defamed as "not ve}y reliable" beceuse he hed told federal inves-
tigators only what he had himself besn told, so they could investigate
these tips. This was, after all, their function, not his,.

Six pages from two unpublished files, four from 320 and two from
349 (Secret Service Contpol Nos. 705 snd 782), illustrate Hudkins'
"unreliability" and the "reliability" of the Secret Service snd 1ts
source. One example is the repert that reached Hudkins "that citi-
zens o? the United States had entered into an agreement or plot to
assassinate Premler Castro of Cuba," ons inference being thet thils
could have inspired Oswald to sssassinste Kennedy.

Today there is nothing new in thls. It 1s beyond question.
It might have been then to any government intelligence agency of any
kind, for some, like the CIA, were involved. Others, like the FBI,
had the obligastion of enforcing such laws 23 the neutrality act. A
sister agency of the Secret Service, the customs service, conducted
raida to frustrate these sdventures once President Kennedy forbade
them as one result of the Cuba Misslle Crislis. A number of the mer-
genaries involved in this and similar plots had no reluctance ia
describing them in detail to me. They gave me pictures of their com-
psnions, described their preparationa, identified those from whom
they receilved assistance, and explained how they failed. In one case,
a real CIA sgent, also a Bay of Pigs prisoner, told me of s plot
sgainst Castro that failed only becsuse, on & last-minute whim, Castro
shifted from the jeep in which he had been riding when his convoy
stopped. The one he sbandoned sustained s direct hit by & bazooka

shell - American-supplied. Its occupsnts were killed.
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Hudkins at first believed his source was his paper's Washington
representative, Felton West, who later said he knew nothing about 1it.
Bertram's December 12 report to "Protective Research" in Washington,
which is the White House security detail, urged that "2 member of the
Houston Post Weshington Buresu by the name of O'Leary not be contacted
or in sny wey be permitted to obtain this information in this report.”

Hudkins, learning from West that West claimed not to have been
the source, immediatdy told Bertmam of the spperent error and seid he
would check his notes to learn the identity of his source (Fils 349).

West had bemn eity editor of the Houston paper before becoming
its Washington representative. He was called to the White House and
interviewed by the chief of Protective Research and an inspector of
the Secret Servica. West then identifled this O'Leary as "formerly
Science Bditor of the Houston Pcst" but said he "had died iIn New
Zealand whlle accompanying an Antarctic expedition and that Mr. O'Leary
wes buried in Dallas some few days before the assassination of Presi-
dent Kemnedy." (File 320, Control 705)

This o'Leary is the well-known Jeremiesh O'Leary of the Weshing-
ton Star who no doubt would have been surprised to lesrn of his burisl
in Dallas gs & preluds to ths "ecrims of the cenbury", which he cov-
ered. (File 349)

Another of Hudkinza' tips is that Lieutenant George Butler,
correctly ldentified as the hesad of the Delles Police Juvenils Bureau
(although his chief function ssems to hsve been "internel security”,
seeing to it that there was no Communist subversion in the Dellas
Policel), had said of the President in Hudkins' presence, "I'm glad
the son-of-a-bitch 1s d=zad, but I wish it had not happensd in Dsllas,"

Butler, with exsctness beyond question, is described as s "pightist".
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Considering the extremist groups of the extreme right fringe he ad-
dressed and praised, the description is hardly an exaggeration. Nor
is it less interesting thet it is Butler who reportedly gave the all-
clear signal to move Oswald, signifying that the car in which he was
to have been spirited away was in place whgn, in fact, it was not.
Had it been, it would have been impossiblse for Ruby to shoot Oswald,
for the ons clesr spot, the one from which he did shoot, is precisely
where the car was supposed to have been.

Butler, when last I heard of him, had quietly been shifted to
administration of the jsil.

With these reports asttributed to Hudkins sccurate, not inasccu-
rate, werhsve s means of comparing his "unreliability" with officisl
"relisbility". His unofficial fryingpan seems less black than the
official kettle.

But on the subject of the December 17 information, "that Lee
Hervey Osweld wes being psid $200 2 month by the FBI as sn informant
in connection with their subversive investigations," the Secret Ser-
vice was more circumspect. It was handled by telephone - L6 days
later.

Typically, that is filed in still another of those round files
in which it is so easy to lose things, the mere depositing in differ-
ent files being enough to mske retrieval difficult.

Bertram's Jesnuery 2, 196l, report to "Chis f", James J. Rowley,
is Secret Service Control Number 1011l. It is in the Commission's
File 372, not 320 or 349. It is brief. It reports othsr forthcoming
stories saying Oswald had been sn FBI informsnt and has two other
short psragraphs. The first begings, "This wlll acknowledge receipt
of long distance call from Inspector Elliott Thacker on Jenuary 23,
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requesting information contained" in the first report. The last sen-
tence reads, "This was furnished," thest is, by phone.

The second paragraph begins, "Later the return call wses made
? to Inspector Thacker advising thet edditional information had bsen
recaived.” The barest possible reference i= made to that phonsd-in

informetion.

R TR Fie (s i s

The resson for this Jsnusry 23 phone call will soon become ap-
perent. It was part of a crisis, the Commission's first big one and
perhaps its most serious.

A week to the day prior to Hudkins' report to Bertram of what
he had been told by Chief Criminal Deputy Sherliff Swestt, Joseph C.
Goulden, then a reporter for the Philsdalphia Inquirer, had e story

in its Sunday, December 8, issue. Two of its five paragraphs on this

ﬂ sub Ject sey:

The FBI attempt to recruit Oswz2ld s an informant, an in-

i formed law enforcement source said, was made in September,
g just after he had moved to Dallas from New Orlesns.

¢ (Actuelly, when Oswald left New Orleans in Septsmber, he wsnt
to Mexico, thence to Dallas, arriving in October. His wife and

daughter had moved to Dallas in September.)
The source sald he did not know if the FBI succeeded in hir-
Ing Oswald; and the federal agency would not discuss the
matter.
An eerlier peragrsph ldentifies Osweld's function as "sn under-
cover Informant in Castro groups."”
But tho headline on Goulden's story, consistent with 1ts "lead",
is "Ruby Posed as TV Camereman's Helper to Get at Oswzld." This gave

the FBI a perfect opening for the use of one of its lesser-known but

\ highly developed skills, obfuscation. So anxious was the FBI to lay
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to reat these rumors, that the man 1t ssid killed the President wss
one of its own, thet it waited until the ninth day after eppearance

of Goulden's story to question him. And so penstratingly did they plan

to interrogate him that they did 1t - by telephons!

This wns neither the first nor the last time the FBI used ths
phone to svold embarrsssing confrontation with uncongeniasl evidence,
especially sbout Osweld's officisl connections. It was done exten-
sively in New Orleans, to avold direct contsct with those who had
knowledge of the sssessinasted assassin's CIA connections.

In still another of those Commission files, this one No. 391,
there is the December 16, 1963, report of Philadelphis Special Agent
John R. Wineberg's interview with Goulden. It is from the FBI's
Philedelphis File L4-T67.

It mey help the resder's understanding to know that thsre wss
no need for this scattzsring of these reports on s single subject
through so many different Commission files. Many of the more than
1500 numbered ones are greater than book-length. All these larger
files contain reports of different dates on veried subjects from dif-
ferent sources. Soms sre so large thst, in bindiag, one fils becomss
three volumes. However, the Wineberg reporting is the only thingz in
Commission File 391.

Its single paragrsph tells ths entire story:

JOSEPH GOULDEN, Reporter, "Philsdelphis Inquirer," tele-

phonically advised that he had contacted the unidentified

law enforcement officer in Dsllas, Texes, over the week snd
by telephone, who hsd previously told GOULDEN in Dsllss thet
JACK LEON RUBY had gasined entraunce to the basement of ths
Dsllas Police Depertment by posing ss s TV cemeramsn's helper
on the day that LEE HARVEY OSWALD was shot and who had also
told him that LEE HARVEY OSWALD st ons time had been con-

tacted by the Federal Buresu of Investigation to becoums sn
informant. GOULDEN declined to identlfy the law enforcement
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officer after having talked to him on the telephone. Ha

did sey, however, that the officer told him that the mstter

was being "handled through proper chsnnels." GOULDEN ssid
: he did not question the officer further as to what these
} chennels were,
| Thus, in its pretended investigation of reports that Oswsld
hed been ita men, the FBI, in this report, almost escapes mention of
it, glossing it over in a clause. But this mesger report ssrved s
purpose: to fell back upon, If latsr asked, to support the opinion
thet "there is nothing te it." The FBI could then say it had inter-
viswed Goulden, who had nothing of wvslus.

But, es with Hudkins, the FBI had to go back to Goulden, again
not until after the same orisis, not until Februery 12. Wineberg's=
report is in yet another Commission file, No. 463. Consistently,
there 1s nothing else in that file, either. In this case, ths FBI
Philedelphis Field Office file number is slso differsnt, 105-9958.

The Hesdquerters file, in Washington, is 105-3255. The scent, two-

peragraph reportyrequired a paragraph of synopsis, esch on seperste
pages.
5 This is neither ss pointless nor as foolish as it seems for

the synopsis, intended to save the time of busy officiels, succeeds
in conveying three deceptions:

HUDKINS in Philadelphie covering Nationsl Counecil of
Churches Convention esrly 12/63, which wes before GOULDEN
| went to Dellas to write assessinetion story. GOULDEN swsrs
1 of sssassinstion matter only from whet he lesrned in Phile-
\ delphia from news medis and recslls no conversation with
HUDKINS in Philedelphia in which GOULDEN said OSWALD was
FBI informsnt.

Now, it happens thst Hudkins snd Goulden were old friends,

having both, esrlier, covered the Dsllas courthouse when Goulden
worked there. They remained friends, and when Hudkins was in Phila-

i
1
1 “hia, on a day eesily established and entirely unreported, as
i Winew

| put 1t, "HUDKINS was at the GOULDEN residence for dinner

\ ﬁx‘veninso"

i L 3 U T,
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That "Up to this time, GOULDEN had no direct, first-hand knowl-
edge of the assassinstion and was sware of the assassination only from
news medis in Philadelphia" is so irrelevant to what Goulden wrote snd
was published December 8 it amounts to s deliberste misrepresentation,
a conscious effort to deceive thoss who might read Wineberg's report.
The second, zhorter paragraph is worth repesting in full:
HUDKINS had covered the assassination story ln Dallas for
his paper, the "Houston Post," and they did discuss the as-
sagsinaticn., GOULDEN said he did not recsll thst they dis-
cussed the possibility of OSWALD's having been an informant
of the FBI; however, they did discuss many phases of the
cese. He also pointed out that anything hne (GOULDENW) wmight
heve said about the mastter would hsve been based on what he
hed heard or read in Ph’ladelphia.
One poasible, 2nd I think intended, interpretation of the
second sentence is to cest doubt on Hudkins' dependsbility, for had
he not falled to tell his good friend of this big story? 4nd who in
the FBI wes going to ssk the Secret Service about its later Hudklns
report? Hed the Werren Commission hed any sincere Iinterest in getting
at the truth, it would not have been easy. These Hudkins reports were

all in different files - esch in a different file - and there sre yet

others.

The coneluding sentence seems pretty cleasrly designed to convey
the notkon that, regardless of what he had written, Goulden "had no
direct, first-hend knowledgze" end "that enything he (GOULDEN) might
have ssid about the matter would have been bssed on whet he hasd heard
or reed in Philadslphis."

The FBI wss careful to avold embarrassamsnt either to 1ltaelf or
to the Commission. It went out of its wsy not to provide copies of
the Hudkins or Goulden reporting on Oswald as its "subversive" in-

forment. When, after diligent personal search in the Archives, I
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could find no copies there, I wrote the Archivist that the copies of
"these reports, as supplied me, have no copies of the pertinent stories
written by these reporters. If they are in the files, I would like
copies." For six yeers I have meintained a deposit account at the
Netionsl Archives. I pay the cost of all such requests in advance.

The Xeroxing, in fset, wes st & rate three tc four times greater than
those preveiling commercially. And, no copy of either story was pro-
vided.

Thus, 2ay Commlssion official readingz this Wineberg report or
1ts summary would not resdily understand that the "investigation" was
supposed to be sbout whether 0Oswald had been en FBI informant.

In this same letter te the Archivist, I asked for a page from
still another file, No. 385. It had not been supplied me. There ars
five that sre rslevant, psges 104-108. Nehéﬂnbt‘by-ﬂee%éeﬁty(iggjhad
been omitted.

Thet psge is znother deception that csanot be accldental. It
1s s summery report desling with whst'a secondnend source is aslleged
to have said so elliptically snd indefinitely thet the sctual source
of what is attributed to Hudkins cannot be identified from it. The
story is too simple, too well-known to have been bslled up by accldent.

Hudkins hed spoken by telephone to Mrs. Ruth Psine, with whom
the Oswalds 1{:93"231} Dallas, Lee returning te—the Pesime—home i sub=—

—urbsb Irving on ;Lekands. They mede an sppolntment for Hudkins to
visit her later in the day. During the conversastion, Hudkins had men-
tioned that Marguerlite Oswald, Lee's mother, a practical nurse, had
told s "socially prominent” womaa for whom she hed worked that "her
son was doing importsnt anti-subversive work." These srs tha words of

FBI Dalles Agent Iven D, Lee Lo whom Mrs. Pzine had spoken when she



EETSE o EARE RN

18
"telsphonically advised that she had Just talked with" Hudkins by
phone. This was, according to Lee's report, FBI Dsldas File DL 100-
10461 (page 104), on Demember 28. Lee did not bother dictating his
exhsusting 100line report until December 31, It wss not typed until
Janusry 3, 196k, such was the intersst of the FSI.

Ths "sociglly prominent" woman wes locsted without difficulty
(page 107). 8She 1s Mrs. Lowell N. Rosenthel. Ths summery repert of
this Iatervliew, besring the initisls of one of the ageats in charge
of correlsting the Dsllas Investigation, Robert P. Gemberling, also
only 10 lines long, says thst the December 29 interview with Mrs.
Rosenthsl had "previously baeen reported". This paraphrase of whst
that report says is:

In this interview Mrs. RUSENTHAL stated that frou conversa-
tion with Mre, MARGUERITE OSWALD that her son who was in Russia
wos working for the U, S, Government in Rusais ... (sie)

There was nothing new in this, Mrs. Oswald had so charged
directly to the govennment before her son's repatristion. She hsad
repeatad 1t on every possibles ocecasion. Time after tlme, when she
was lster to say it on radio and TV shows, the FBI got tapes of them,
clandestinely, and they were thereafter suppressed by the National
Archives on direct order of the FBI. Only the existence of an entirely
inadequate summery of the Commission's nuabered files dlsclosed that
what the FBI wes suppressing waes public - had been gired on radio and
TV! Thils wss contrary to the expressed desire of Commission Chairmsn
Warren snd then-Attornsy Genersl Robert Kennedy, both of whom desired
everything possible be made availsble for research. They had so
directed.

But nobody directs Hoover, who refused to talk to his theoretical
boss, the Attorney General, beginning not long after the Attorney
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General's brother was assessinated.

On December 29, the day efter Hudkins visited Mrs. Psins, the
FBI sent Agent Kennsth C. Howe to see her. His report (page 105)
quotes her as having "furnished the following information concerning
this contsct by HUDKINS":

HUDKINS referred to an article wihich he stated hsd ep-
peered in the New York Times, eithsr December 26 or 27,
1963, which article conjectiumed that LEE HARVEY OSWALD
probably made a deal with the U. S. Goveranment tc work in
its bLshalf in anti-subversivs endeavors in return for be-
ing granted permission to return to the United States. She
statad that the article reporitedly goes on to bring out that
OSWALD probatly wes not being wsitched any more closely then
he wes by the FBI becasuse O3WALD was working for or on be-
half of the government.

After a third paragraph desling with whet Hudkins had quite

correctly sttributed to Mrs. Rosenthal, Howe wrote,

Mrs. PAINE stated that HUDKINS' primsry purpose of (sic)
seeinz her wss In &n effort to get soms confirmation, if
possible, of the possibility OSWALD wes actuslly working on
bahalfl of ths U. 3. Government prior to the sssassination.

This, Mrs. Peine ssid, szhe could not conflirm.

An entirely different verslion 1s givsn by one of the agents

most directly involved, Lhe FBI's Dallas "0Oswald axpert", James P.
Hosty, Jr. He and Agent Bardwell D. Odum interviewad Mrs. Paine
Januery 3, 196L. Their report (pegs 108) is shert, hsving but nine:
lines. The first peragraph reads:

Mrs. RUTH PAINE, 2815 West Bth Strest, cdvised that -

LONNIE HUDKINS of the Houston Post Hewspaper, in his con-
tact with her on Saturdey, Descembsr 28, 1963, hsd steted
that the FBI was foollsh to deny that Agent JOSEPH ROSTI
(refersnce to SA JAMES P, HOSTY, JR.) had tried to develop
LEE HARVEY OSWALD as @n informant. Mrs. PAINE stated she

msde no comment one way or the cther te HUDKINS ragsrding
this remark.

And this, not the Hows flcticn, is the ritty-gritty: Did

Hosty try to "develop" Oswald "as =n infermant"?
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Po this paragraph is appended e single sentence thet cannot

be true:

§ Mras. PAINE stetasd that she knew that SA HOSTY had not
| interviewed LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

. Mrs. Paine hed no wsy of knowing, one way or the othsr, whe ther
2; ;BE Hosty hed interviewed Oswsld. Nor is it meraly s question of
% "jnterviswinz". There 1s ths question of pressurinz. Further decep-
tion is served in what Hosty omits, that he hed interviewed both Mra.
Paine and Marina Oswald before the asaassinstion and, what wzs care-
fully hidden, hsd leaned on Osw2ld further by making defrmotory remerks
gbout his wife in the form of questions to Irving neighbors,
B2sad on thesa pre-assassination interviews, not a2ll of which

are scknowledged in the Warrsn Report, if Mrs. Palne had been disposed

to meke = guess sbout whether or not Hosty had interviewad Osusld,

s

she could not have svolded the possibility Hosty had, for shs, psrson-
ally, hed told Hozty how to find O=zwald at work.

! Waast better resson for Hosty to guote her ss saying "that she
knew thet SA HOSTY hed not interviewsd LEE HARVEY OSWALD"?

With the passsing of =z ressonsble smount of time, =2nd without
public announcement, Hoover disciplined Hosty and resssigned him to
the Ksnsas City office. Whether the disciplining wes for soms un-
specified transgression or for felling in his mission can only be
conjectured; but if it ies the former, everyons in the FBI who could
do so went out of his wey to zey the opposite befcre the Warren

Commission.

The effort to make littls of varied and needlessly confused

sccounts of the numerous reports of Oswsld es 2n FBI and/or CIA
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informant, so complete that not even copies of the published newspaper
accounts remain, if they ever were, in the Commission's filea (and no

single report says s single clipping is sttached), was not s dissp-

pointment to the Commisslion. None of the foregoing - snd much more -
was hidden from it or its steff. This is not conjecture.

Aumong ths hundreds from whom the Commission took testimony,
neither Hudkins nor Swestt nor Goulden nor the suthor of the New York
@ Times story wee included. The original Dslles source of the story
. thet Oswsld had been sn FBI Informant wes not Sweatt but Bill Alsxsnder,
the sort of wild-west essistent district sttorney, a rough-looking
end reputedly rough-scting cherscter. Thersfore, the Commission =lso
slected not to take testimony from Alexsnder (who also had other in-

teresting involvems=nts tending to link him with Oswald, zlso ignored

by the Commission).

How better pursus the truth without fear or diversion, dili-
% gently and persistently, wherever it led; what better wey of lesrning
i whether or not the sccused Presldenticl szssassin wes or wss bsing

recruited to be en FBI informent than by refusing to tzks testimony

from s single ons of the sources of published rcports that he wes?

Here, in the context of thelr busy lives snd other public com-

mitments, it is possible to make 2 kind of defsnss of the members of

SR T

the Commlasion as distinguished from its steff. Thi=z 1s not to say f
they are innocent, nor is &t to ssy that these men, sll with long

carsers in government, were not thoroughly familisr with the workings

AR i

of any buresucracy, especlally one with motives of self-interest and

igs N

self-praservetion. They should have known better. Ons, much lster,

7

confessed to me his belief thst "we were never teld =11 sbout Oswsld

end his connections.”
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In the context of their many other pressing preoccupetions, it
is possible to suggest that the members, particularly on this aspect
of the investigetion, were the creastures of their staff, ware boxed

in, hnd their decisions pre-determined for them. They were somewhat
like ringad snd chsined bulls who, should they dare to run, tresd on
the chein dengling from s steel ring affixed to the soft tissus between
the nostrlls. One step on eny part of that chaln and the pain in the
nose is excrucisting. The bull pulls up short, stops, then walks
slowly, if at all.

The Commission held s numbsr of what sre called "executlve ses-
sions"., ‘These are not uncommon with committees of Congress, commis-
sions end similar bodies. It is a polite way of seylng secret -sessions.
Aslde from the members of the Commission, the court reporter and General
Counsel J. Les Rankin, they were slone. FRankin, slso a Republicen, had
been Solicitor General of the Unlted Spates, the government's lawyer,
part of the Department of Justice, where he msde and preserved many
lesting friendships. Until both realized it wess indellicate, hils early
and suppressed Commission correspondence with Jr. Edgar Hoover began
with the sslutetion, "Dear Kdgar”.

During one of these sessions, on Mondsy, Februsry 24, 196L,
Chairman Werren, reflecting the lingering concern over whsther or not
the reports that Oswald had been "en undercover agent for the FBI",
raised the question again. Whet follows 13 an unedlted, verbatim
reproduction from pages 1598 snd 1599 of the official, TOP SECRET,
transcript:

TheIChairuan. The next item on the agenda 1s status report

on ellegation that Lee Hervey Osweld wes an undercover agent
for the Fsderal Bureau of Investigstion or other Federsl in-

vestigetive sgency. Mr, Rankin?
Mr., Rankin, We have esnclosed ss part of your exhibits here
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hers what we have in regsrd to the various effidavits of agents,
Mr. Hocover personally, snd the Intervlews that were hsd with
the various Dallas officiels snd newspsper reporters., We
checkad out Mr. Hudgkins, as you will recall, who sent me the
source of the rumor, asnd wo checked out all other sources, and
the repo.ts are here, and they sll show negative. There wesn't
any disclosure by Mr. Hudgkins. He ssid he had such informs-
tion, but he refused to disclose his source, and he did not
indicate that he had snything more than the number that he ssid snd
tha c¢lelm that there wss such a relationship. That is all here
in these reports.

Rankin, who was to become New York City's law officer =s its
corporation counsel, did not tell ths truth. As the reports already
cited show beyond sny question, Hudkins not only never "refused to dis=-
close his source,” but he mede it explicit. Further, federal investi-
gators hed traced the information from Swestt to Asaistant D, A,

Bill Alexander. The sole purpose served by this blstent lie was to
persuade the Commissioners thst there wss no substance to the reports.
As the reader hss seen by now, it is anything but true that "we have
checked out all the sources, and the reports ars here, and they all
show negastive.”

If those, especislly of the ms jor media end the esatern intel-
lectual community, particularly those "liberals" who blindly say, in
effect, that Esrl Werren could make no mistake, forgetting that Jesus
trusted Judss, had instead assessed the svsilable evidence alons, they
would heve known that certainly someone had done wrong., But by their
blind, unthinking, irrationel snd entirely unsupported essssult on
those who raised questions sbout the integrity snd motives of the
officle]l investigation and its conclusions, they may well heve mede
imposaible any legitimate defense of the members of the Commission.
This one excerpt might open some closed eyes.

This is but ths beginning of the story, the tiny particle thst

can be pisced together from & single sspsct of what the Commlssion
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sew unfit to publish when it did publish an estimated 10,000,000 words
in a total of 27 tomes.

4 Gerald
‘ Republicsn Leader/Ford is = succsssful politicisn. He 1is not,
however, renowned for tect or diplomscy. Pasid with public funds teo

be s member of the Warren Commission snd thus privy to 1lts secrets,

s LA N T R ST

: and with a ghostwriter provided by the ever-accommodating taxpayers,
@ his nsme appesrs on two diffsrent private "Warren Reports", ths first
appearing in the issue of Life immedistely after the officisl Report
appearag snd the second a book, "Portrait of the Asssssin". The
book wes first published by Simon snd Schuster in 1965. It wss re-
printed in peperback by Ballsntine Books the next yeer.

The ghost wae John R, Stiles, » long-time friend who hsd men-
aged Ford's first cempsign in 1948. Thus, sccording to the boclds

R

finael page, "About the Authors", it was "mnstursl ... ths§ Hr. Stiles

beceme Congressman Ford's special assistont throughout the Congress-

=

i man's ten-month service on the Warren Commission,”

Transletion from officislese gobbledygook: The Tressury peid
for Ford's ghost. The Commission hed its own steff.

What 1s "natural™ is that, with so eress = covmercilalluzation,

as with all literary effort thst supports the Report, no chargs of

"scavenzing" has been laveled ot the respectsble #nd respected Con-
4 gressmon. Thst libel hes been reserved exclurively for these who
ﬁ publicly dispnte the cfficial mythology sbout this sssessinstlon.
a As one so defamed, entirely seriously, without fingers crossad or
k! enything like that, I here express my own and I hope whet will come

to be & national eppraciation of Ford's "nstural" commercisl instincts.
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For he is s blabbermouth.

_ It is for this slone that we ere in his debt.
i If he sald far less than he wmight end should have, he also
said too much for the survival of the offlcial fairytale.

This i3 the beginning of his book:

No sooner had the Commission investigating President Ken-
nedy's ossassination assembled its staff and tentatively out-
lined methods of operstion thsn it wss plunged intec en estound-
‘ ing problem. On Wednesdey, Jsnuary 22, the members of the
b Commission were hurriedly cslled into emergency sesaslon by the
i cheirmen. Mr. J. Lee Renkin, newly sppointed General Counsel
for the Commlssion, hsd received s telephone c2ll from Texas.
The cesller was Mr. Weggoner Carr, the Attorney Genersl of Texss.
The information wes thst the FBI had on "undercover sgent" and
thet that egent wes none other than Lee Harvey Oswald, the al-
leged sssessin of Preszident Kennedyl

Prior to that day the newspapers hsd cerried sn inconspicu-
ous article or two speculeting on whethsr Oswald could have
been an agent of eny United Stetes Government agency. Mrs,
Merguerite Uswald hzd msde statements thai she thought her
& son must have besn tied in with the CIA or the State Depart-
by moat. But now the slarm hed been sounded by s high official;

9 and the Dsllas prosecutor, Mr. Henry Wsde, who hed slso re-
i ported the rumor, wass himself s former FBI man.
% Individusl members of the Commission got the first inkling

of the serlousness of Carr's report when they met In emergency
sesslon late in the sfterncon of the twenty-second of January.
Eechh had roceived an urgent message Lo coms st 5:30 Peu. to
the Commission's office in the Vetersns of Foreign Waras Build-
ing. My secretary had contacted me immediately. I happenad
to be in a subcommittee hesring in connection with my normal
dutles on military sppropristions. Tha other members of the
Commission--Chief Justice Earl Warren, 3enstors Richard B.
Russell and John Shermen Cooper, Congressman Hale Boggs, John
J. McCloy snd Allen W. Dulles--were going sbout their busy
schadules,

On the arrival of the members, each took his place around
the eight-foot oblong table. The late hour snd ths complate
disruption of everyone's personal plans eddsd to the atmos-

‘ phere of tension. I was slresdy overdue to leave the of'fice,
& g0 homs, change to evening clothes and sttend the dedicetion
of the new Museum of History snd Tecianology., The Chief Jus-
tice hed the same problem. He wes the scheduled apacsker st
this important event.

J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel of the Commission, then re-
ported the startling allegations to the members. They looked
at one snother in amazement.

Ths session that followed lasted until after seven. I can
not recell attending 2 meeting more tense =nd hushed.
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The Commission made the decision to ssk the Texss Attorney
Genersl, District Attorney Wade snd any other Dallss officials
who hsd knowledge of these allegations to come st once to Wash-
ington and secretly present what they hsd heard. There should
be absolutely no publicity.

The Texss officials slipped into the nation's eapitsl with
completa anonymity. They met with Los Renkin end othor members
of the stefl snd teld what they knew. The informetion wses thst
Lee Oswold wez ectually hired by the FBI; thet he waes assigned
the undercover-agent number 179; thut he was on the FBI payroll
2t two hundred dollers s month sterting in September 1962 and
that he wes still on their psyroll the dey he wss spprehended
in the Texss Theztre after having gunned down Officer J. D.
Tippit! The officiasls returned to Dallas =ftsr their vieit on
Fridey, Jenuery 244, Their presence in Washington wss unknown
tc the press or the public.

This sensetion wns 1littls noted mn publication., has been en-
tirely forgotten except for s few still reseerching the assessinastion,

end spurred me to more intensive investigetions in ons of the tuo

‘most cerefully hidden and most importent elements of the sssassins-

tion evidence. The first thing I hed written on the essassinstion,
almost ss soon ne ths Preslident wes burisd, ls what is called =

"lead snd summsry" for » magezine srticle that could not be published.
My egent reported thet all me jor magazines were practically terrified
snd would print only whet wss consistent with what government said.
The topic sentence resd, "Lee Hervey Oawsld could not have been

persona non greta to the FBI."

This modest representetion was obvious to one with my background
es en investigestive reporter, a Senste investigator, and an intelli-
gence snalyst. It must have occurred to hundres, immediately. But
the FBI carefully brushed cver sll the trail.

Sensational as is Congressman Ford's blsbbing-for-bucks, it
is 8till a considerable understatement. It in no way discloses -
does not even suggest - the unbelievables national scandal, sn in-

eredibility like nothing in our history, thet immedlately followed
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and then, save for s single bureaucratic oversight, was completely
hidden.

This "erisis" is reported only in Ford's for-personzl-profit
"Werren Report", not in the official one. The officiel one beers no
hint of thiz or the fact behind it. There were these three feet con-
teining millions of words of "evidence" the Commission publichad, but
in them no space for this sensstion, =8 there wes for none of the
smell sempling of relevent reports I hove just cited.

The Commisesion did not, on its own, decide to give the mourn-
ing netion this large selection of 1lts collsction of whrt, for the mo
most pert, is irrelevent. It publiched thess 26 volumes of teatimony
end sppendsges only under White House pressure, snother fesct until
now not given the publiec.

Commission-zrticulated resistenbe to publicshing much of a2ny-
thing mcre then a bit of 1bts cerefully selected propegends rambled
on for pasges in 1ts TOP SECRET executive sessions. Here sre o few
excerpts from pages %872-537h:

The Chairman. My thought is this, on that subject. I
wonder if we sre under any obligation to print tals tran-
socript. I think we have to print our eeport. But to print
this appendix ie going to cost, as I sas there, for 2,000
coples -- if we hove 10 volumes, it will cost $259,000.

And 2,000 copies woauld not be anything. Every Congressman,
every Senator would went a number of copies for his libraries
and so forth, as they do with the Congressional Record. And
it would amount to a vest sum of wmoney.

And why shouldn't we just file our report in printed form,
and then file with the trenseript. And then if Congress or
fomeone else wents to have it printed leter, lot them print
&hl -e 8

Hr. Dulles. ... But I quite sgree with the Chief Justice,
Make this sveilable so nobody cen sey you have not tried to
make the whole thing secret. But to print all the testimony
you have taken -- some of it hos been terribly detsiled. If
historisns later went to resd it over and work onm it, wsll
and goecd, but I don't think snybody wouldé pay sny attention
to it to begin with.

# % N #
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Mr. Dulles. Well, as the Chisf Justice says, if Congress

wants to appropriste the monsy to print 1t, let them do it.

The Chairmen. Sure. We would not concesl it. We would

meke it sveilsble to them. If they wesnted to print it, they
could do it.
Untlil pressursd,:it had sn entirely different attitude, as
disclosed by this excerpt from an esrly TOP SECRET exscutive sesslon
from which it excluded its staff, sccess to the trenscripts of which,
the chairmen sssured the members, would be deniaed even its trusted
employees:
Rep. Boggs: Mpr. Chief Justlce, who sees this trenccript
this msn is wmakling here?

Chalrmsn: That is supposed to be Top Doeret, besbtween the
reporter end this Commission, and no cne else. I s=m surs
that is the understanding.

Rep. Boggs: All right.

Chelrmen: We would not hsve less than thti.

Rep. Boggs: I Just wanted to make sure,

Whzot wes not classified, thet for whlch there was ample sbace,
is pege sfter prze cof checszczke plctures of Jock Ruby's hardfaced
end softhodisd sirippers on the one extrems, their heprdness no more
related to the =ssessinetion then their scftness; end on the other,
such pseudo-science es the FBI'c detailed rnelynie of helrs fournd on
a blenket known to hrve beon Osweld's. These were pubic hairs, the
FBI's scilence ostsbligdhed after hours of tho most compllecsated study,
and Oswsld's pubic hairs st that, Why 1t is significsnt thel QOgwsld's
pubic hairs were on Oswald's blenket 1s an avcsne secret of the secret
police, but the Comnlsslon wss impressed. The whols schmaar iz in the
appendsd volumes ns it is in the Report, complete with cnlargsd cross-
sections (R587), for all the world ss though whose publc heirs were
on Osweld's blenket should be of interest to enyone kssldes his wife.

And thus we csn lesrn, in exsmining this most subtle "proof™
on how the President wes cssassinated snd by whom, by study of this

full-pege drawing “itlsd, "DIAGRAM OF A HAIR," that sach Qlos eight
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perts. Imsgine that] Eech tiny heir, elght parts, no less! They arse
clesrly identified: root, shaft, scales, cuticls cortex, wsdule, pig-
ment end cortical fusi. So that all of this could bc understood

clearly, ths FBI's much larger drewing, even In reduction for Commis-

sion reproduction, presents the eross-section of & hair blown up to

san inch and a quarter.
Now this, to this Commisslion, was how Lo eolve the sassasina-

tion. Not by sny genuinz inquiry into, for ezample, wiethsr tha sole

man it sver considerad might have been thoe rasessin hed sush compll-
cations in hnis life as association of any nature, no matter how re-

with government intelligencs, either the CIA, the FBI, or both.
These exsggerated exsmples serve o highlight what reslly

transpired in those TOP SECRET executive sesslons.

mota,

It is possible to think too harshly sbout individuel nsmbers,
1like Boogs, from looking at their Jet-down hzir, possible to attri-
bute more guilt to hhem thsn may be justified. What I bellove the

Commissioners never realized is how much they were the cresturea of

their staff, the lawyers they thought gepved thewm slone, and the FBI,

which did slmost all 1ts investigating, if thet is what the FBI reslly

did for the Commission.

Some of the members, [rom time to time, axuressaé jsundiced
views in their TOP SECRET Kaifee klatches., However, Bogga snd Ford
never lost their feith in the FBI.

The yeer after they lssued thoir Report, they msde a joint

television appesrsnce in Hew Orlsens, not for a moment realizing their

sell-indiztment. These are the words of the Assoclistad Pross account,

from ths Washinzbon Post of June 7, 1965:

._"
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Both men also expressed the view thet 1f the FBI and thse
Secret Service had jurisdiction in the investigetion of the
shootingz of President Kennedy, then the killing of Lee Harvey
Osweld would not have occurred. The two agencies, they said,
would heve provided more safeguards for Oswald, the accussd
essesslin,

Aslde from a self-indictment for not having ss=id this in their

Report, 1t 1z san indictment of the Delles police alsc not in that Report.

With this mixed plcture, part in sherp focus, part fuzzy, a
plcture of the Commission never bafore miposed, z picture of Oswald
as e governmant Informant snd the serious smergency with which this
poasibility confrontsd thes entire government when he was sccused of
being the Presidentiesl assassin, 2nd s glimpsz of how government
functioned when in this unpsralleled predicament, we big whet to me
has been & non-fictlon detective story for the wmore-thsn-sevea ysars
during which I have been trylng to ferrct out the suppressed ovidence.

It comes from rooting out the secreted documznis snd from
extensive psrsonal investigations.

Wes Oswald reslly connscted witn any fedsrel agency? Wos he
connected with more than one? Had he had connections, broken them,
and wes he being herassed to resums them at thse time of tho
assessination?

It mey or mey not be possible to resch 2 definitive ansuer.
Certainly, if we do, it will not be with the hsalp of alther the CIA |
or the FBI. The queation ig one that, in the nationsl interest, must
be sddressed snd, to thes degree possible, mnswered. EBefore returning
to the Commission's secret misconduct on this, scts like nothing in
our recorded history - a thing so scendalous and culpeble i1t can hardly

be imazined - we should end do exsmine the strangs consistency in .
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Oswald, beginning with his boyhood, when he did whaet makes sense only
if he conceived himself some kind of smsteur spy.
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"I Lived Three Lives"

As son and brother, Robert Oswald is sn exceptional man. It
is not many who can, with no knowledge of their own, summon the inner
resources required to call his brother a Presidentlal assassin and to
blame this on his mother. And, when a book ('Egg”) not of his writing
but bearing his name appeared, Robert was without reluctance in express-
ing himself. Then the words came from his own mouth - and they promoted
"his" book. (It was written by Myrick and Barbara Land.)

In a December 17, 1967, appearance on Dallas TV Station WFAA,
as reported by the Assoclated Press, "I conclude that Lee alone fired the
three shots." The subheading later in the story is simple and explicit,
"Blames Mother."

This amateur psychietry did not originate with Robert. From "his"
writing, 1t began with eminent counsel for the Werren Commission:

.»s I received a telephone call from Wesley J. Liebeler, an

assistant counsel ... He told me he was in an isolated cabin

or ski lodge working on one chapter of the Commission's Report.
He had reached the point where he wanted to reveal Lee's motives
for shooting the President, he said, and that was why he was
calling me. "When you want to know something," he said, "you go
directly to the man who should know the answer."

Robert "knew" so much about his brother he didn't know even the
size of his family. Almost anyone Lee knew had seen more of him than
had Robert. Thus, this Commission and its counsel in charge of the
chapter on "conspiracy," when the question of motive perplexed, as well
it should, selected Robert as "the man who should know the answer -
when Robert had no way of knowing - and went "directly" to him, by

phone. Liebeler was at Newfane, Vermont.
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Even Robert was troubled by this, after "the Commission had spent

months on its exhaustive investigations."

Liebeler's amateur psychiatry led from the Warren Commission to
teaching law at the University of California at Los Angeles. The ama-
teur psychlatry was not his alone. In questioning Robert, Albert Jenner,
who then aspired to the presidency of the American Bar Association,
"asked mo whether I had seen two films - Suddenly and The Manchurian

Candidate." When Robert later saw the second film, "1t shocked me," as
well it might, there being, to his knowledge, no Queen of Dismonds in
Lee's past and nomskill with the rifle.

Perhaps it 1s this devotion to ameteur psychiatry that 1aav§s
volds in the 1nwestigation into whether Lee had federal connections of
any kind.

Interviewed in New York on publication of his ghost-written book,
Robert claimed, in the words of the UPI October 2, 1967, story, "that
two days after President Kennedy was killed, Secret Service men suspected
the FBI was involved in the assassination." The Secret Service then
held the Oswalds in "protective custody."

But, if Robert couldn't give Liebeler Lee's motive, by the time
his book was contracted, two and a half years later, he was ready with
"additional details of why and how his brother" was the assassin, be-
cause, in the words used by AP December 8, 1966, "the public needs more
details."”

Not the public alone is it that "needs more details," Robert's
lofty and non-commercial motive in permitting his name to be put on a
book written by g;ﬁiza—and_Baabere—ﬁtnd. The official investigstion
needed them, too.

Investigators, police and lawyers are only tooc familiar with the

problem of details and having to get some from sources of dublousy
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dependebility. But there are some sreas, those of least official in-
terest, in which Robert can be the only source, having been Lee's full
brother and closest to him in aga. He had significent things to say,
although they were of no interest to the officials. The question we
face is not could Robert know, but how dependable is he in reporting
what he knows? Can his word be taken?

I believe that on one significant and officially-ignored element
of evidence he reports dependably. But the reader should be able to
decide for himself. This again leads to Robert's book.

As did Robert, his publishers, Coward-McCann, Inc., blurbed Lee
as "s unique snd vital document that sheds new light on the influences
that led Lee Harvey Oswald to murder." The full-page ad in the October
2, 1967, issue of the trade paper, Publisher's Weekly, boasts of "Robert's

efforts to protect Marina from promoters.”

All of Robert's earlier profeasional experience had been with
bricks, not protecting widows of accused assassins from "promoters." He
worked in a brickyard. His "protection” took the form of assuring that
she'd be milked as thoroughly as a prize cow, with 35 percent plus
creamed off the top. Only Jack Ruby could have fared worse. The man
who shot Lee, with Lawrense Schiller, who was later to call those doubt-
ing the Warren Report "scavengers", acting ss his agent, got less than
half the take.

- If 1t requires exceptional courage and devotion to high principle
to call a brother an assassin and say the bleme is the mother's - for
pay - if this is true sibling love et its exalted pinnacle, resl family
pride, the authentic Damon and Pythias bit, Robert's financial involve-
ment with his widowed sister-in-law slso was a secret scandal early in
the 1life of the Warren Commission. Of thias there was a secret investi-

gation. It 1s not mentioned in the Report.
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The Secret Service took possesslon of Marina as soon as they
could, she, her children and her mother-in-law Marguerite, until the'
second day after the assassination, having been guests of Life. They
spirited the family out of Dallas, to the Inn of the Six Flags, at
Arlington. It was managed by James Martin. I tell the entire story in
WHITEWASH II: The FBI-SECRET SERVICE COVER-UP, in the chapter, "Sche-
heresade," basing it on the suppressed evidence I was by that time, the
late summer of 1966, able to dredge from the Commission's unused. river
pf evidence in the National Archives.

Held virtually incommunicado, Marina was leansd on heavily. She
was not told when her husband was shot, was lied to when she heard of
it by accident, and then had to insist on beng taken to the hospital,
where hsr husband was already dead. Immedlately she was returned to the
inn and subjected, despite her anguish and over her objection, to a
grilling that exhausted her. With translations from English to Rusian
and back again, the transcript is 45 pages long. It was when I discov-
ered this transceript that I learned of the early offlcial interest in
the mysterious David William Ferrie, later to die under strange circum-
stances.

Once the Secret Service stopped leaning on her, they becams the
good guys. The FBI always had been the bad guys to Marina. She blamed
them for Lee's loss of each Job almost as soon as he got it and for
other sbuse., She refused to telk to the FBI. It took considerable
Secret Service wheedling to break down her reluctance.

Money helped, too.

To put it bluntly, Marina was given a simple choice: Deportation
to the Russia she hated or weeslth and citizenship in the United States -
if she "cooperated." ("... if I wanted to live in this country, I would
have to help ...")
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She chose fame and fortune.
And here 1s where Robert's noble ambition, to protect the sister-

in-law he hardly knew from the "promoters," became important to the

government.

Maprina's closest friend, the woman with whom she lived, Mrs. Ruth
Paine, spoke Russian, Marina spoke almost no English. She trusted Ruth,
and thus had to be seperated from her so she could "cooperate," coopera-
tion meaning saying almost anything asked of her to indict her murdered
Husband.

When Robert's dedication #equired instant knowledge, instant

knowledge he developed, on the spot.
Robert had never met Ruth or Michael Paine, but he knew all about

them the day after the assassination, when he visited Lee in Dallas jail.
The brothers spoke by phone, through a heavy glass partition, When Robert
asked what would happen to Marina and the kids, Lee sald, as Robert reports

it, that his friends the Palnes would look afger them.
"I don't think they're sny friends of yours," Robert quotes him-

self as sayhng.
When is precisely the instant knowledge he needed to "protect"

Marina from the "promoters.”

After publication of my second book, I found the untold story in
a secret Secret Service report. It was filed February 26, 196, by
Leon L. Gopadze, & Russian-speasking agent assigned to the Los Angeles
office. He had been rushed to Dallas end was the link with Marina.
Agents Mike Howard and Charles E. Kunkel helped. Gopadze's investigation
is the Commission's File L486.

When the Sepret Service moved Msrina et sl. into the Inn of the
Six Flags, they delivered her to what was to become 2 package deal.

Martin took 1t and Marina over. She was later to complain before the
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Compission and to ask for relief, which she wes eble to buy for herself
by paying off Martin snd others.

Investigation of the financial scandal, or Robert's "protection"
from "promoters," 1s phrased with diplomatic subtleties rather than rough
investigetor's language. The "pequest" was made by Inspector Thomas J.
Kelley (now assistant directdr in charge of Protective Research, the
presidential-protection unit). It included whether Gopadze's questioning
of Marins "was ever conducted in the presence of James Martin" who by then
hed become her "Business Manager" and "to relate any conversations in
which he participated as translator, oécuring between Marina Oswald,
James Mertin and Attorney John Thorne, relative to any business trans-
actions."

Gopadze took it chronologically. He first met Mertin at the Inn
on November 27, five days efter the assassination, thres after Marina
had been sequestered there. "At this time Marina Oswald was belng ques-
tioned by FBI Special Agents /James Patrick/ Hosty and /Charles T./
Brown." Hosty, later disciplined, was the Dallas "0swald expert."

On that occasion all Gopadze haard_trom Mertin is that "Martin
stated that he was sorry for Marine Oswald and that he was doing every-
thing to make her comfortable at the Inn." The next day there was
"thanksgiving dinner given by the Martins at their residence for Marina
Oswald."

The day after Thanksgiving Gopadze "translated to Marina Oswald
various suggestions made by Robert Oswald and James Martin concernig
the request of the Rosehill Cemetery officials for the removal of the
body of Lee Oswald from his grave," motivated by "threats received by
them concerning the disinterment and destruction of the body of Lee
Oswald. Marina Oswald reluctantly agreed to the cremation” (which, it

happens was also devoutly desired by the Commission, nons of whose
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business it was, as they discussed it in their top-secret executzlve
sessions). She stipulated only that it cost her nothing.

At this time it became "apparent" that "a previous offer had been
made by the Martin's (sic) to Marina Oswald to move into their home and
become a part of their housshold."

Marine appeared to have some doubts sbout Martin's bighearted
Texas generosity, first sought "sssurance that his family liked her,
then wished to know how long she might remain with the Martin's (sic) and
under what conditions. James Martin stated that she could stay with them
as long as she wished, that they wished no compensation from her other
than helping around the house ... At the conclusion of the conversation
between Marina Oswald, Robert Oswald and James Martin, Robert Oswald told
the Reporting Agent /that is, Gppadzgj of his personal dislike of Ruth
Paine."

Instant knowledge; instant dislike.

Robert and Marguerite "did not wish Marina to have anything fur-
ther to do with Ruth Paine. He did not elaborate on his reasons, merely
stating that Mrs. Paine was a bad influence on Marina., At this par-
ticular time Marina indicated that she would do anything Robert wished
her to do and stated that she trusted Robert completely."

This "bad influence'" consisted in Ruth's having taken Marina into
her home, without charge, arranging for her hospitalization in Dallas
while she was delivered of her second child, and having driven all the
way %o New Orlesans for Marina and baby Junse.

Other reasons for Marina's "trust" and Robert's "dislike" soon
became apparent.

November 30 - he recounts it day by day - Gopadze egnd the entour-
age were driven from the inn to Martin's residence, 11611 Farrar Street,

Dsllas,
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Marina had gotten Martin's assurance that there was nothing his
family desired moee than giving free room and board to this poor 1little
poor girl. But when they got to the Martin home, "Mrs. James Martin
eppeared somewhat perturhed with Marina's presence in the household."
Because of the neighbors, Gopedze says. She "suggested changing Marina's
appearance, changing her name, etc."

So friendly were the local folk that Martin "was encountering
difficulty with the local banks in Daldas in opening a bank account
under the name of Marina Oswald."

The poor-little-poor girl had somehow besn touched with a magic
wand. Within a week of the assassination, money was rolling in.

Martin solved the problem by opening "an account in the name of
Marina Martin and would negotiate the donation checks by endorsing them
in his name and then depositing the cash in Marina's account." Marina
"appeared agreeable at this time."

Gopadze "suggested to Martin that he find a reputable lawyer to
transact her legal affailrs and a competent financial adviser to assist
in her business effairs."

No problem at all for Martin. These experts were walting in the
wings. Meanwhile, Marina "strongly indicated her trust of Mr. Martin in
his hendling of her affairs."”

Grand Prairie Attorney Jchn M. Thorne, known to Martin for some
time, "was willing to hendle Marina's legal affairs," but not "in any
eriminal actions." G@Gopadze assured none were llkely.

Thorne came right to the next point:

Mr. Thorn (sic) stated that he could not represent Marina,
without compensstion add also suggested at that time that Mr:.
Jemes Martin be appointed by Marina as her Business Manager
(Bi;g;ina "agreed that appropriate contracts should be drawn by Mr.

Thorn (sic) for the purpose of binding this agreement. At this time no

mention was maede relative to the matter of compensation and fees."
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In his acecount, Gopadze intersperses mention of varlous interro-
gations of Marina for officilal purposes. It helps cushion the impact
of Robert's "protection" of Marina from those who would exploit her and
of her financial good fortune at having been the wife of the accused
Presidential sssassin, next best thing to owning a gold mine. The ap-
parent oversight on the financial details was remedied two days later,
when the contracts were drawn. They

provided for 10% of Merina Oswald's income to go to Mr. Thorn
(sic) for ettorney's fees; 10% of her income to go to Robert
Oswald as her adviser; and 15% to go to Mr. Martin as her
Business Manager (sic).

This sdded five percent to Martin "wes to be considered as inci-
dental expenses in connection with finding writers for Marina's stories,
etc."

Considering that Harper & Row was to provide Mra., Priscilla John-
son McMillan to write Merina's book - and by early 1966 had a six-figure
investment in what was slready, obviously, nonpublishable - this does
not seem to have been unfair to Martin. Another remarkable coincidence
is that Priscille Johnson, as & Moscow reporter, had interviewed Lee
there on his arrival.

The first "advice" Marina needed and got was not from Robert, who
got 10 percent allegedly for this purpose. Gopadze provided 1t by asking

if the above percentage fees were based on monies received by
[ Marina Oswald from various contribution and donations from
peopls throughout the United States. Mr. Martin stated that
even though the contracts dreawn up by Mr. Thorn (sic) seemed
to indicate this would be the case, that 1t could be specifi-
cally stated in the contracts that the contracts did not refer
to monies received as donations and contributions, and it
would be a simple matter to so correct the contracts.

This, as Gopadze said, "was not his duty nor within the sphere
of his work to become involved in Marins Osweld's personal sffeirs,”

especially when Robert was getting his cut for it. But the government
told Marina that if she helped, it would look out for herd, and here



L1
it did. It cost Robert and the others a percentage of thas generous gifts,
Merine was content to be milked, feeling

that if the parties involved could make money for themselves,
it would mean money for her, too.

The contracts ran for 10 years. Apparently, she was not told that
writers also get paid. What this deal cost her in toto remalas unknown.

In all of this, Robert, with his brickyard experisnce to put at
Marina's disposal for a 10 percent cut of her gross, served two purposes:
to swing the deal for his partners and the government and to keep Ruth
Palne, the one independent person with whom Marina might consult, away
from Marina. He succeeded with both, thus earning from his partners
Martin and Thorne some of what they might otherwise have kept of what
they milked from Merina.

How well he kept Ruth and Marina separated 1s revealsd in this
hitherto-unpublished document from the Dallas police files. It is the
December 23, 1963, report of Criminal Intelligence Section Lieutenant
Jack Revill, meaninglessly entitled, "SUBJECT: CRIMINAL INTELLIGENCE (L)™

The undersigned 0fficer was assigned, along with two United
States Secret Service Agents, at the JAMES HERBERT MARTIN resi-
dence, 11611 Parrar, for security purposes on December 21, 1963.
Mrs. MARINA OSWALD is presently living at this address. The
following report, regarding occurances during this tour of duty,
is submitted for your information.

At 10:40 a.m. Mrs RUTH PAYNE, aka MRS MICHAEL R, PAYNE, was
observed st the front door. Mr. MARTIN was told by Secret Seb-
vice Agents that Mras PAYNE had been informed that she would not
be permitted to see Mrs. OSWALD. Mrs. OSWALD went to the back
of the house and remained out of sight while Mrs PAYNE was there.
Mr. MARTIN opened the front door and Mrs. PAYNE entered without
being invited into the house. She brought some packages which
she stated were for the MARTIN children and a package which had
come to her address through the mail for Mrs. OSWALD. Mra.
OSWALD'S package was glven to Secrst Service Agents after she
left for examination but the packages for the MARTIN children
were not checked. Mrs PAYNE stated that she wanted to get
acquainted with Mr. MARTIN, he reminded her that he had come
to her house in Irving and picked up Mrs OSWALD'S possessions.
Mrs PAYNE said that so many people had been there she did not
remember him. Mrs PAYNE expressed a desire to contact Mrs.
OSWALD and wes told by MARTIN that she wes not having any visi-
tors and that he had been asked not to reveal her whersabouts.
Mrs PAYNE'S actions indicated that she knew or at least sus-
pected, that Mrs OSWALD wss living with the MARTINS. Mrs., PAYNE
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left at 12320 p.m. She drove a 1955 Chevrolet station wagon,
color two-tone green, bearing 19 exas license number NK

%gg% which Is reglstered to her at 2515 West Fifth Street,
rving, Texas.

Mr. MARTIN stated that he thought Mrs. PAYNE had gotten
his address from JOE FISHER at the Statler Hotel, she men-
tioned that she had talked to FISHER.

The Secret Service Agents on duty declined to comment on
the relationship between Mr. MARTIN mad Mrs. OSWALD or MARTINS
reasons for taking her into his home. They stated that Mrs
OSWALD had been made some offers, the neture of which they
would not disclose, that could bring her a substancial amount
of money and they implied that MARTIN wes supporting her and
going to manage her affairs for a percentage. They stated
that as far as the Secret Service was concerned MARTIN might
es well have the money as anybody else.

This report was written by Detective T. T. Wardlaw, tc whom
Revill had assigned his "seourity" job.

Exactly the same thing happened to the American Civil Libertiles
Union when its Dallas branch worried sbout Marina's enjoyment of all
her legal rights. In that case, the police had their own interest.
They, considering the ACLU "subversive," had planted an agent inside it.
The Commission, after entering this report into itm evidence as Exhibit
710, physicelly removed it and replaced it with a totally false explana-
tion in the printed volumes (1l7Hxvii) saying there is no exhibit of this
number ("This number was not used"). I was able to get a copy, even
after ths Archives denied its exlstence. This lie is no more sccidental
than it is pointless.

So, Marina was in good hands. She did cooperate in full. She
said what was required of her, avoided deportation, and got her citizen-
ship while she grew rich. And, although a witness to nothing, prospered
as the chief witness against her husband - and the first. When it later
developed that what she had said before this deal was packeged and de-
livered was contrsry to whet wﬁa wented of her, before ths Commiassion,
she had s simple end resdlly-sccepted explanation: She swora that she

had lied while not under ozth but would not lies under osth! The Commission
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remained untroubled about this until the end of its days. Then, %too
late, Senstor Russell developed some misgivings about her testimony.
Without having really participsted in the Commission's work, he none-
theless shook her into chesnging her story again in a ssecret hearing
held in a Dallas military installation on Sunday, September &, three
weeks bafore the Report appeared, after it had been set 1in type and
without significant impact on it or its predetermined conclusions.

With this history, we may be better able to appraise two bits of
information from Robert that bear very much on whether his brother may
have been a federal informant, particularly on whether Lee might have
begun life with this as an ambition.

These may seem to be contradictory, yet they may not be. When
Look condensed *Les,™, it chose to eliminate the second, but inconsis-
tency need not be considered the only possible explanation.

Robebt says he believes Lee "first became interssted in Communism"
in 1954, whsn Lee was in the ninth grade, rather precocious political
development. To this he sdds, "I can't help wondering whether it might
have been Ferrie who introduced Lee to Communist ideas.”

David William Perrie, homosexual former airline pilot, a brilliant
psychopath who died mysteriously in New Orleans in sarly 1967 while
under investigation, held such virulently anti-Communist views that con-
servative organizations found them too extreme to be listemad:d to.
Ferrie was deeply involved in CIA-directed snd -financed snti-Castro
activities. He claimed to have been a contract employee for the CIA,
His godson, Morris Brownlee, told me that Ferrie had introduced him to
his CIA "contact."

In using "wonder," the Lands put the right word in Robert's mouth.
But the wonder 1s about what kind of political ideas, if any, Ferrie
"introduced." Lee was strongly anti-Communist, despite the official

misrepresentation.

- -
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Oswald's hatred of Russian Communism and American Communists

permeates 150 consecutive pages (283-43)) of those of hls notes repro-
duced in Volume 16 of the Commission's appended evidence, which almost
nobody has ever seen. Rather vigorously, these say the opposite of what
is presented in the Report. 1In his secret writing Oswald had raged:

The Communist party of the United States has betrayed itself!
It has turned itself into the traditional lever of s foreign
power to overthrow the government of the United States, not in
the name of freedom or high ideals, but in servile conformity
to the wishes of the Soviet Union ... /the leaders/ have shown
themselves to be willing, gullible messengers of the Kremlin's
international propaganda ... the Soviets have committed crimes
unsurpassed ... imprisonment of their own peoples ... mass ex-
terminations ... individual suppression and regimentation ...
deportations .,. the murder of history, the prostitution of art
and culture. The communist movement in the United States, per-
sonalized by the Communist Party, U.S.A., has turned itself into
a "valuable gold coin" of the Kremlin. It has falled to denounce
the Soviet Government whem similar actions of the U.S. Government
bring plous protest. (Spelling improved.)

Where Oswsld, in privete, speaking his real beliefs, described
himeelf as one "with many personal reasons to know and therefore hate
and mistrust Communism ,.." (16H442), the Commission prated sbout what
it designated ss his "dedication" to "Marxism and Communism."

When there was this gruesome official "What's My Line" with evi-
dence, history and the investigation of the "erime of the century,"
the real Lee Harvey Oswald could not "please stand up," being safely in
his grave. In this Report, even his ghost was kept there. If the real
Lee Harvey Oswald sounds more like J. Edgar Hoover than Karl Marx, it
is surprising only because of the official decision not to trouble the
country with the resl details of the real 1ife and beliefs of the real
Lee Hervey Osweld.

What Look eschewed appears on page 47 of the book:

One of his favorite programs was I Led Three Lives, the story

of Herbert Philbrick, the FBI informant who posed as a Communist
spy. In the early 1950s, Lee watched that show every week with-

out fail. When I left home to join the Marines, he was still
wetching the reruns.
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Boyhood devotion to a2 program glorifying the FBI is hardly the
usual apprenticeship for Communist belisf. No more than trying to join ¢

the Marines at 16 and succeeding at 17. If sny conclusion were to be

drawn from thle, and here there 1=z no rsason to doubt Robert, it is more
likely that from childhood Lee aspired to emulate Philbrick, to becone
en FBI informent, & not-unrewarding sideline for young men not prepared

for life with s good trade or profession.
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And, despite the contrary officlal conslusions and the official
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effort to hide =211 relevant evidencs, the one consistent direction in
much of Oswsld's short 1ife beginning with his favorite TV show is that

of informant.
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The Commission preferred 1ts own smasteur psychlatry to thot of
professionals, including its own, Dr. VWilfred Overholser, whose ser-
vices to the Commission were kept a state secret. Dr. Overholser had
formerly heeded a government mental hospital. The only plann=d use
of his psychistry of which I can find any rscord 1s thot for which
he had absolutely no qualification, exsminstion of the film of the
autopsy of the assassinated Presidsnt. If hs did bthet, it remains a
secret. The truth is that no evaluation a#éa made of Osweld 1is in

any way consistent with or justification of the cofflecisl allegations

]

and the only official one, when hs was in the Merines, is #% "no

abnormslities wess noted, in 21l cetegories, including psychietric"
(CE 1283).

By means of i%s own amateur psychietry, the Coumissicn con-
cluded the assessinated slleged assessin - and there 1s no credible
evidencs he was and overwhelming evidence he could not heve been the
assassin - hed a predisposition toward violance, wldsly interpreted
ds supposedly ceming from sleseping too far into his boyhood with his
widowed mcther, to resding and spalling defects, sand othsr reanlities
of science thet in this cass sre the devices of fiction.

For all the axtencivse biogrephicel data on Oswald - and sbout
half the enormous 912-page Report is blogrsphicel and utterly: irrele-
vant without probative procf he was the lons asssssin - there remsins

the total sbsence of what we havse considered.
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Sp the reasder can fully appreciate how 1little of thes Report
is on the sssassination, how considerable sn understatemsnt it is to
say that the official explanation of the crime is largely supposedly
biographical infommetion end other such immaterislitiess, let me cite
these ststisties: The first chapter of the Report, titled "Summery
and Conclusions", was not that alone. It wses elso the Commission's
press relesse on the Report. It is 25 pages, next to the shortest
chapter. The shortest chapter, the second, has 22 pages. O0f these,
eight are tekan up with charts end pictures of the sres, lesving 1l
pages of text. It is the chapter celled "The Asssssination" - 1l of
912 pages! This is but 2 third the length of one of the chepters on
Osweld's "Background and Possible Motives," the seventh; sbout 2

fourth the length of Chhgter 13, "Biogrephy of Lee Horvey Oswald.t

.The subject of by far the least interest in the Report is the essss-

sinetion. This 1s the only meens by which it could even ssesm to be
pinned cn the man immsdietsly sccused, before thers wss =z vestigs of
evidencs of sny associstion with the cfime et 8ll; the men upon whom
it wes thus pinned, after what was touted as the grestest criminsl
investigation lan hisbtory, Ly unsubsbantisated lafersnces ~nd the cap-
ture of the public and medis minds with carefully arranged lesks of
the most prejudicial misinformation.

His cosreer from schccl-day attraction to the flyinz boy =couts,
througih his top-secrst-plus security clesranze, his relstion~hip with
8 Penkovsky-csse principal, his unlikely sctivities over » periocd of
years, can maks sense oaly 2s intelligence-orisated. His own cleims
to this essccistion, the many things tending to substantiate him, and
the complete sbsence ol anything that, by evan a {ly-by-night corre-

spondence detectiving-course spprentice, could be considered = real



investigetion of any of thls, support ths belief.
Je begen with the official hang-up on this tender point of
Oswald's officisl connections without telling the whole story of them,

and to that we now return, with the perspective addsd by thait part of

. his carser not niddzn beyond raetriaval.
g Within the contszt of tha precedingz chapters, with the dis-
o tortions, misrepresentaticns, suppressions, svoided witnesses esnd

Investigatcions, hidden evidance - evidencs hiddsn most of 21l from

& the Commission by the FBI, whizh was supposedly iavostigating for it -
‘ and of evidsace that could have shown his associations with it and/or
the CIA - there is s background for the Commiasion's own misccaduct
so ssrlous it is b2yoad sdsjuats despription in terms the avorage
American can conceive to bs the rsslity.

It is now time to return to the beginning, Congresssmen Ford's

‘ exploitstion of official sscrets for perconsl profit, =t the cost of
g bresching faith with his former colleggues on the Commission, after

! that Commissicn csrsed to exlst, when it wes not possible tc do eny-
G thing about it. He had made this essier by putting = politicsl crony
ﬂ on ths public payroll &s his sssistant, even thouzh thes Comnissibon had
its own staff without limitations on its size. The public provided
Ford with his ghostwriter.

Ferd's taxpayer-subsidized book tells far from the complets
story, much, much less than he knew. very murch less then he could have
sgild of Oswsld ss en officisl informsnt snd the pretenss of =n investi-
gation of it. The seventh and last veil hid mors. Ford epéstrictad

himself to Jjust enough to make s story, to what he could saem to

:

refute, leaving himself and the Commission, if judged by his book

slone, clean and pura.
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That this literary scrimshaw did not work csn be sttributed to

the fact that the rest of the book is junk. When it appesred, few

had sny wey of knowing this sensstionsl beginning was enything but

the complets story of Agent Oswald. The bock is litersry trash, =
Jumble of irrelevent, prejudicial rehashing of the officisl, personal
defemations of the Oswald fsmily and an sll-pervsding, contrived anti-
Communism, put together with the unknowing parsnois of those who have
successfully converted this modern sickness into politicasl careers.
The result i1s =n overblown updsting of sn urbanized "Tobascec Rosd.”

In the stesm-clesned Ford version, the Commission's first
knowledge of reports that Oswald had been an informant ceme from
Waggoner Carr's telephone c2ll to Renkin, Hoover's old pspsonal
friend from his Solicitor-General days in the Depertmsnt of Justice.
Republican Rankin menipulated the Republican-dominstad Commission
sppointed by the Democrstic President (who had become Presidertibe-
cause of the esssssination), who thus fixed upon his Republicean oppo-
sition responsibility for "investigeting” ths crime.

It wes neither the phone call nor the content of the phone call.

It wes the source of the phone call - no stmanger.

Weggoner Carr was Attorney General of the State of Texas. His
call meent that the Commission had to face the ultimate crisis, en
official investigation outside the federsl government that might re-
veal the possible connections between its verious spooks snd Osweld.

The essessination of John Kennedy was a crime only in Texes.
Texas jurisdiction did not end when Ruby assscssinated the sccused.
Only the sgotified fictions, that Oswald wes the assessin and that
there wes no conspiracy, prevent: criminal sction in the case. Ruby

served but two purposes in shooting Oswald: He closed Oswald's mouth
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the only safe wsy - permenently; and he made it possible to evold

consider: tton of sny other culprit..

But, in so doing, he added to Texes' image snd conscience

troubles becsuse the asssssination wes committed in its hste environ-

ment.

Texes immediately developed new problems: the federsl govern-

R A B R

ment, the Commission end, most of gll, Rankin who, desplite his polite

& menner snd smooth words, exercised tight tyrannical control over

ave rything . /’,—\

/7
The federsl government set out to —_aJ::;;;;;;EEESFn-- immobil-

2 i
iziag and nullifyieg ony independent Texss 1nvestigation:§;The strenge

form this took is set forth lucidly and in getsil by Sylvis Mesgher,

one of the writers who first and most effectively disputed the Wasrren

L Report. Her Vﬁucassories After the Fact"remcins z besic work four

ﬂ years efter publication. Her exposure of the unending federsl trickery
% in vitiating anything Texas might undertake sppeared in the July-August
b {ssue of the now-defunct smsll magazine, "The Minorlity of One," under
the title "Wheels Within Desls: How the Kennedy 'Investization' Was
Orgenized."

It was Mechisvellian.
Four days after the President weas killed, Carr snd Walter

Jenkins, then the long-time righthand msn of the new President, began

conversations teken over by Abe Fortas, who later beceme & Justice of

g the Supreme Court. Carr wses led to believe that there would be 2
g joint Texss-Department of Justice-FBI investigation. As early as
b November 26, the Texess part wes celled e "@Gourt of Inquiry." When

the White House began dealing with Carr - and it wes then a Texss
White House - the federsl end hsd been snnounced &s an FBI investigstion,
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to be made public by the President. But no sooner had Texss been hog-
tied then the White House snnounced the creastion of this specisl
Presidentisl Commission. Formal ennouncement wes November 29, but
work on it had begun sooner. The 1dees is generally cradited to Fortas,
but it wes errlier the brosdcest editorizl recommendation of Washing-
ton's Redio Ststion WWDC, where it hsd been conceived by Irving
Lichtenstein, then station vice president. WWDC urged Wsrren to head
the Commission.
As Carr wrote Wearren December 5, almost his lest letter that
was not a protest sBsinst some kind of federsl duplicity,
The assasssinstion occurred in Texss. The people of Texas
share with their fellow countrymen the loss of a2 grest Presi-
dent. Their own Governor was badly wounded. The integrity
of Texss Jjustice is deeply involved. I sm certain that the
people of Texas /feel/ that it is their local responsibility

to have their State officials do everything possible to un-
cover sll the facts.

Renkin trested the Texas "Court of Inqury" like s boy out to
make a girl, saying whatever st any moment seemed expsdient.

On the other hand, Texas wss loose and easy to mske. Ulti-
mately, she sborted.

No copiles iﬁb that report were publicly available. Carr's
response to my request wes to dirsct me to any Texes college. He
considersd he hed fulfilled hls obligation by filing s copy with each.

It would eppesr that, with all he hed to do, such 2= deesling
with Jenkins, Fortas, Rankin and the members of the Commisslion, Cesrr
hed no time for resding newspapers. When he leerned sbout the reports
thst Oswald had been a federsl informent, he phonzd Renkin immediately.
Unlike Cerr, the Commission snd its federsl investigators did resad
the papers. In silence and without lnvestigetion, they knew all sbout

the newspaper stories. There sre no ccples in the Commission's flles.
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(These sre not the only things purged. I have obtained = number, some

only by sccident becsuse misfiled copies were not found snd could not
be destroyed.)

When I could not locate these clippings I knew the Commissi m
had, T kept sfter the Archivist to have his steff locate them. It is
little known but, aside from becoming custodisn of the Commission's
files, the Archives salsoc sat them up end supervised them. One of my
repested requests was snswered by the Archives November 22, 1968 -
the fifth anniversery of the ssssssinstion - in these words:

No copies of the stories in the Houston Post or the Phila-
delphia Inquirer which you request hsve been found in the
records of the Commission.

More then a year lster, in December,
No coples of the newspsper stories ... or s report of an

interview with Hudkins by Special Agent James W. Russell
have been found.

I hsd restricted my requeszts for copies to those stories I knew
the Commission had. PFord wss indelicate enough to quote both in his
book, four of Goulden's five paragraphs in full. He omittsd the one
reeding ‘

- The revelation that the Federsl Buresu of Investigation
tried to recruit Oswsld ss an undercover informent in Castro
gEroups two weeks befors Mr. Kennedy's death.

There were others, perheps the most thorough by Harold Feldmsn

in The Nation.

Hoover, naturelly, took a dim view of Fsldman. In a December

27, 196L, letter to Rsnkin, he described it as "s muddy attempt to
1link Lee Hervey Osweld with the FBI as san informant. Using public

source material with no selectivity, FPeldman tries to mske it sppesr

that this Buresu is suppressing the fect thsat the sssassin was actuaslly

one of its 'employees'."
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It and two other megezine erticles, Hoover said, "are irrespon-
aible, and esch is sn exsmple of perscnel bias ..."

Whet 1s conspicuously lacking is denial, if only pro forma de-
nial, that there wses neither connection nor intended connection betuween
"this Buresu" and Oswsld.

But is "using public source meterial"” somehow wrong?

Or is using it "selectively," as in gatheringz published refer-
ences to Oswald as Buresu-connected?

Is this sn "exampls of personal blaa?"

So, whet reslly panicked Renkin snd the entire Commission plus
God slons knows who else in the FBI, CIA snd throughout the zovernment,
was not this late report of the well-known rumor. It hasd not troubled
them s= long as they maintained complste control over the investiga-
tion. It wes ths fesr that Texas would investigete 1it, that any kind
of official ettention would be paild to these rscurrent and, as they
eppeared, credible reports of Osweld's cfficial connection.

Thuﬂ,ﬁggter-working-hours crash meeting which left audiences
waiting for speakers, dedicstions 1ln denger of being delayed, wives
and famllies holding suppers, end desperste, cold fesr in ell official,
in-the-know Washingten hesrts.

Besring very much on this is the totsl sbsence, in Ford's ec-
count, of sny reference to the Texes Court of Inquiry. He does not
even give the names of those who appesred befeore the Commicsion, does
not indicaste thst Carr had a function other than thet of Attorney
General in this matter. In fact, he stops his nerrestive of this drs-
metic event at precimely the point we did in the first chapter, switches

to his insdequate account of what wes published, and then switches sgain.
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He gilves that one scant parsgraph on what the unnamed officials sllegedly
told the Commission, no more. At that, this skimpiness 1s more than the
Commission provided in sll 27 tomes. Officizlly, the Commission was
totally silent,

Renkin was equal to his superhuman task, keeping it all quiet.

As he gasthered the members of the Commission, so slso did he get
the court reporier, an over-diligence he wass soon to regret - and not
repeat.

Ward & Paul, a large, astabiished end reputable court-reporting
firm, got the court-reporting contract on:-Senator Russsell's recommenda-
tion. As e Senate editor, I had worked with them for years. They are
good, thoroughly dependable, and staffed with sufficient competent
specialists to deliver several hundred psges of amccurate transcript
overnight.

They sent an officiel stenographer named Cantor to thset hectic
5:30 p.m. exscutive session of January 22, 196L. This, and more, I
was not to learn until much later and after the greastest difficulty.

Those "TOP SECRET" transcripts were kept in thst high security
category until an opportunity provided itself for effective officiel
propegands by meking them available to a fine and experlenced reporter
who knew ebsolutely nothling sbout the asssssination or its investiga-
tion. Any reporter in these circumstances becomes the creature of his
sources, for he has no indspendent information. In this case he planned

a story for a mass-circulation magezine, The Ssbturdey Evening Post.

For him, they were quietly declassified. Not one of the resl resesrchers
who had been plumbing thst literary quicksand of those 300 cubic feet

of documents was informed of it. Not until after this story appeared
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before as large es possible an audience, with extensive attention from
the papers and electronic medis, did snyone know that these secrets
were being leasked. That partisan selection, to which the Archivist had
lent himself with officisl Interpretations that were beyond his knowl-
edge, ss wrong for him to make es they were in fact, killed any further
ma jor-medis interest in those executive sessions,

However, once they were thus disclosed, I was sble to get & set
- all that were declassified, not jJjust the few pages used in the story -
for they then could no longer be denied me. They fill s box slmost two
inches thick, lots of peper. My pointed protest st this unseemly of-
ficiel propegende snd squally pointed questions of the Archivist, un-
answered after four yesrs, were followed by the quiet, unannounced
retirement of that Archivist., Nelther he nor his successor hes ever
answerad these charges of official misconduct.

Nor is this the only case where what had been denied me was pro-
vided uninformed reporters who could resch large sudlences, anothsr of

that period involving The New York Times. These uninformseé reporters

were used by the government, then distressed by the appearance of =&
number of books severely criticael of the official investigetion. It is
for this reeson I do not nsme them. In thsse cases it is the government,
most inappropriastely the institution of scholarship, the Hationel Ar-
chives, that cest iself in this Orwellien role, not the press.

Once I hed gone through those hundreds of pages of pths coming
together of the elders In such secrecy their trusted stelf wes excluded
from the meetings and during the 1life of the Commission not even per-
mitted to see the trenscripts, I immediately noted the absence of eny
transcript for Januery 22, 196l, this dramatic one partially described
by Ford. In four ceses, all the executive sessions were still suppressed,

the reasons given entirely spurious where they could be checked,
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inadequate where given if not, in fact, outside the law. In a few in-
stances, severesl pages were withheld, with explanations provided by
slipsheets bearing such explanations as the claim that confidentisl
personnel matters were discussed.

But for this meeting, there wss nsither transcript nor explana-
tion of its sbsence, no matter how invalid or fictional.

And so, tediously and persistently I kept efter the Archives, in
person and in wricting., for s long period of time. 1In seven months of
1968, in writing slons, I tried & dozen times. The last went without
response for more than a half-year.

In some cases, ss in my letter of September 5, 1968, I made
charges:

‘Disolosura of these executive session transcripts would be
embarrsssing to the federasl govsrnment becsuse they contain
evidence of the connection bastween it and the sceused essessin,
Lee Harvey Uswsld.

There was mors than one such sesslion, to my certsin knowledgs.

Thers were three in a singls five-day period elone.

The Arcnives insisted, &s they saild in Zckhoff's September 3
letter this answered, "No transcript for the sxecutive session of
January 22, 1964, to which you rafer has been found among the records
of the Commission."

In seying this, Mark Eckhoff, Director of ths Diplomatic, Legsl
and Fiscal Divislon, told the truth. Unintendedly, he was el=zo helpful
in other ways.

The fect is that there is no transcript of that sensstionsl

executive session - not enywhere!

Rankln did not forget his old friend, Hoover, nor his concept of
his responalbility to the Commlssion or to what has come to bs cslled
the "national interest.]
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Tracing this out and establishigz it was neither easy nor plesasant.
After following one blind trsil after another, I finally started exploring
the Commission's innocuous-seemlag "housekeeping" files, the records of

its expenditures. Thers, sure enough, with every penny spent, at lesst

/G U e 7

theoreticaslly, having to be sccounted for, I found a file labeled, "Ward

and Paul - Reportinz Services." It sll seemed above suspicion to cssual

A YR

& exsmination but, when it was read slowly, it was not st all innocent.

ﬁ This lerge file sccounted for the taking of 21l the testimony be-
é fore the Commission 2nd of depositions teken by the staff in Washington
and throughout the country. It holds gll of the relevant letters from
all of those who forwsrded the transcripts. It inecludes Renkin's penny-
Pinching with the officisl investigation of how a President was sssassi-

nated. Example: Reducingz the number of copies of transcript crdered

to below the minimum needed for careful steff snd member examination.
There were 2lso records like nothing else in our history.

Among the records of delivery on Verd & Paul printed forms thsre
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is Receipt No. 3001, Tt ic dated Jenuary 22, 1964. It covers "nine

coples of procsedings before the President's Commission on the Assassi-

nation of President KEBnnedy in re TOP SECRET held st Wsshington, D. C.
on Janusry 21, 196L." The receipt is signed by Mrs. Julia T. Eids,
Rankin's administrative s2lde. A relesse 1s sffixed by rubber stamp.

SRR R,

As filled in, it records thet dslivery was made et 8:55 a.m. January 22
by Jesse L. Werd., Jr., in person. Good, sscure sarvice when thes boss

himself handlss it.

o2 SR S RS e A
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Two notes sre typed in. At the bottom, neer the relesase, 1=
"ATTENTION: J. Lee Rankin." Under the description of what was delivered
is

also, Reporter's notes., master sheets, cerbon paper, weste (sic).

I I have the transcript of this executive session. It is numbered
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"Volume L."

Volume 5 is covered by Receipt No. 3013, the next one. It slso
is signed by Julia T. Eide. It is filled in with identically the ssme
words save for the dates, January 28th, covaring the executive session
of January 27. Ward agein made delivery, st 9:10 a.m.

So, although there waa this hectic executive session of Janusry
22, sbout Oswald as a federsl agent, ths numbering of the transcripts
confirms the Orwellian report of the Archives that it does not exist.
But in this great emergency, Ward & Psul did send a court reporter who
did record svery word ssid, yet no transcript.

Part of the explanstion is disclosed in the trcuble Wsrd & Paul
had getting paid. By March 10 the Commission owed them §$l,629.75, all
accounted for in a bill directed to Rankin's asttention and sworn to by
Wayne Birdsell, long-time Ward & Psul menager. The notary is Anthony
8. Pestnyck.

Tha tabulation of transcripts is in chronological order. In
some cases, 10 coples wsre made. .If each of the seven members got one
and a copy was reserved for printing, there remainsd at most two coples
for the staff to work with.

There is none for Jsnuary 22.

That 1s sccounted for in s separste entry et the bottom. It
resds:

Jgn. 22 No write-up (reporter's notes confisceted by Commis-
sion).

This i1s not the full entry. I shall slso quote the balsnce.

But I do not went the full impact of this ts ks lost.

Here, after all that long period of officinl avoldance of cradi-
ble reports thét Oswzld had been a fadersl informant, the first official

acknowledgment of 1t was renderad non-exlstent, the Commission having
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confiscated the court reporter's notes after ordering that they not be

transcribed!

e ha St

They were not transcribed. No record at all.

Has there ever been anything like this in our history?

T
S S

A President 1s assessinated. His sccused essessin, himself

R A

having teen conveniently assassinated while in custody, is slleged to
& have had government connections. Then the cnly record of these top~-
secret deliberations ls confisceted and with the greatest csre hidden -

not once referred tc in any of the astimeted 10,000,000 officielly-

published words!

To put it more bluntly, if the officlsl version iz correct, if
Oswald did kill ths President, then the esssssin had been accused of
being s federel employce and the first officlal considerstion of it is
eliminated - totally and permensntly.

Can enything warrant a more sinister interpretation?

Any pert of it - secracy or seliminstion?

Can anything lcud mere support te the beliefl that Osweld, whether

or not the assassin, hsd guch complicating connectione?

i
- £

There is no poussgibility of error here. My checking could not
have been more thorcugh. I =lso obtained s chronologicel listing (from

File PC-2) of ell court-raperting services,

These three executive sessions, of Jenuzry 21, 22 and 27, sppesr

in thet order. The seme legend sppears for sll three under "Totsl

i Copies,” with identical explansticns:
g "9", followed by "#1 of 9 throuzh 9 of 9."
1 Followlng the January 22 session, this is stricken through. After

that date, two of the columns are blank. Thase ers hesaded "Date Shipped”

and "Receipt No." All thres trenscriptes are entersd ss "deily" under
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"delivery," meening first thing the following morning. This includes
that of January 22. Like all other entries for that date, this, too,
1s crossed out.
But the story 1s even worse.

First, the petty chiseling.

Ford, csreful not to mention a word of what was seid st thet
secret meeting, ssid it lasted over an hour and s half. With long
periods of silence, that is meny words.

Now, & court-reporting firm cennot exist if all it doss is pro-
vide o court reporter who tekes notes and never trenscribes them.
Especially not if the reporter does not begin work until after the end
of the normasl working day, on overtime, snd then in an extreme emer-
gency, with sll the sttendant extra costs. So, for the compeny's end
the reporter's dropping everything else, mobilizing sn sxtres staff for
emergsncy trenscription, rushing to the Commission's offices instesd of
eating supper, giving up & night's plans, Werd & Peul wss peid the
munificent total of $2i4.75!

This was computed on en estimete tha% seems low, that the hour
and & half of executive session would hsve totsled only 30 pezes. These
were peld for st $0.825 per estimated non-paga. (250 words per page is
a8 generous estimete.)

Actuslly, there wss no provlision for such s continzency in the
contract. It doss not even charge for the tesking of the notes. In
sccordence with prevaillng presctice for countlessz yesrs. paymsnt is on
a sliding-séale, per-psga basls. This ia set forth in the Jenuary 7,
196lL, propossl that wss sccepted. It provides = minimum per-page charge
of $1.65 for en criginal aand two coplss up to s maximum of $3.15 for a
total of 25 copies.
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To thils insult and injury was added sbuse. Bills were not psid
monthly. Handwritten notes on this Merch 10 bill for January's work

read:

Req. #30 sent to Mr. Mslin and Miss Dove 3-13-64. /It was.
I heve it./

3-27 Mr. Wsrd csalled tc ask when he might expect payment.

3-20 Called Mr. Melin - Talked to Miss Dove = Req sent in
3-17-6lL Takes about 10 work days to process.

R SR R

TR

Thase notes do not appear on all file copies of the bill. I have
. copies from other files in which they do not. One diccloses only that
Werd hzd tc ssk for his $4,62%.75.
Next, the true and complete dedicstion to Orwell.
There is this simpls note typed on a plaln place of paper:
2/7/6L - 10:30 a.m.

Mr. Elmer Mocre of Secret Service tuck asll

ny
&

R

as waste materlal dslivered by Ward & Psul to
date to be burned with other weste mabber =zt Ghs

White House and undar superviszion of Whits Housea

Police.
Julie Zice

Other descriptions of what wes delivered by Werd & Psul include

AR

dictabelts in addition to "Reporter's notes, mester sheets, carbon

e

paper.”

ORI

Prior to burning, the ultimate in thoroughness, zlso from cther

sources, "shredding."

Orwell cslled it the "memory hols," the place esverything destroyed

was put.

BLa 2 s e TN T

Here, of all the most inappropriste plesczes, the Whits House was

the "memory hole."

The residence of the msn who beceme President only becsuse of
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the sssassination thus investigated - the complete deatruction of the
first official consideration of whethep the men who made him President
had worked for the government!
Ales, this is not the end of the official covering-up of the
story of Oswald as some kind of federal agent. It ie but the beginning.

When Texss, officielly, told Washington what 1t had long known,
Weshington could not ignore it. Ford slides over 1it, saying only that
et its Januery 22 session, "The Commission made the cdeclsion to ask
the Texss Attorney Genersl, District Attorney Wade and any other Dallas
officials (emphasis sdded) who had knowledge of these allegatlions to
come at once to Washington and seoretly present what they had heard."

Ths others were not only "Dallas" officlals. It was the Texas
Court of Inquiry plus the Dallas officials who accompenled them. Ford
and atill-existing official records avoid reference to the offlcial
Texas inquiry.

It would not have been moras secret.

Ford says of this secrecy only that "The Texas officlals slipped
into the nation's capitsl with complete snonymity." With the Weshington
press corps, that tekes some doing.

How it was done is in part indicsted in a2 January 23 telegram to
Rsenkin from Carr's assistant, John Stegell. It reached Washington sbout
noon. The copy in the Commission's "GA 2 Texas" file has this edded in
Rankin's handwriting, "noted 1-23-6l4 J L R." It wes arranged for the
Texans to arrive sfter derk, after the end of the working dsy:

Cerr party will leave Dallas Braniff Flight #110 at L:15
P.M. EST arrive Natddénsl Airport, Washington T7:30 PM. EST.
Regards.

This time Rankin did not repest the mistake of ordering s court
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reporter, ass the records already cited show. There were no such ser-
vices betwsen the January 22 sesslon ~ the records of which are de-
stroyed - end that of January 27, which soon will interest us. No
transoript, no neied to use the "memory hole."” On the other hand, wisely,
g3 1t turned outiuhen Ford sold his blsbbermouthing, it wass declided that
this could not Eﬁi ignored entirely. Insteed, Rankin prepared a“HlHQ:
RANDUM FOR TEE;W?IL ." It certainly was not for Iinvestigative reporters
like me, rog“ it was placed in only those flles to which there was no
index or gqéide of any mesningful kind, those then never expected to be
seen by s Later, they were not accessible for resesrch

hen
most researchers had ebandoned their interest, having done their writ-

one - ever.
numbered ones or "CDs" were. By the time they were sccessible,

ing, ané the commercial press had no interest.
This memc is undated, so there 1s no wey of knowing when 1t was

written. This is not the norm for the man who 1s so punctilious he notes

When letters were drafted for his
Its

such things es having read s telegram.

signeture, the date of drefting was requirad on sll carbon copies.

aubJeo?ﬁ is, "Rumors that Oswald wes an undercover sgent.” Copies were

placed in the "GAI CIA," "Oswald, L. H, Post-Russian Perlod"” snd "GAI

FBI" files, from which my copy comes.
Here 1t 1s, in full:



