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Purpose of memorandum is to explore allegati Lee Harvey -
Oswald was FBI informant and related points covered by resident's '
Commission last week during appearance before Conmission of HNeary vdde, Q}
District Attorney of Dallas County, Texas, and to set forih pursuant to
Director's request (1) procedures we use in development and control of
FBI informants, (2) the system used in handling informants in Special
Intelligence Service (SIS) program, and (3) details concerning Wade's
SIS service while in the FBI,

l Contrary to testimony, Oswald was never FBI informant, was
peyer paid money for information and was never assipgned any synbol
} number, Procedures we use in informant program preclude the possibility
of Oswald's connection with FBI as an informant without knowledge of
Seat of Government, ’
: We closely supervise all aspects of informant progran, _Fleld o
‘loftiges ¢annot develop security informants without Bureau authorization,
which is based on exhaustive background investigation to determine
Ilralipbllity, trustworthiness™ and stabit}ty./
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. When we do authorize, we follow informant's deveclopment
through progress letters which field offices submit at four-month .

intervals, e Fagen b
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of these andione may be used twice by 1g£;2ameq3£g}dﬂg§;1ce.\ S

-
Ll

4
i
0

We authorize paymcnts on regular basis and maintain current
records of every expenditure made showing to whom made and why.

, 2 ‘

N " SAC ha~ only limited authority to make payments without

:}‘Bureau authority in certain instances and we control this by liniting.
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paycents, to
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amouny, and bi gnd-of-month_accounting procedure which lists all s%ph\‘_
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Lemorandum b, W, C., Sullivan
to M, A, M, Belmont
RE: - LEE HARVEY OSWALD

g 4t e

These procedures enable us to apply a cross check to our.
operations, Our records show (1) no payments were listed to Oswald,
(2) no symbol number was assigned him, and (3) no field office
requested authorization to consider Oswald for development as inform-
ant--a nccessary requisite in our program, . )

We have already informed Commission purpose of three inter=

|v1ews Bureau Agents had with Oswald prior to assassination and one

' linterview afterward, During pone of these were any efforts made to
develop Oswald as an informant and we have secured affidavits from
levcry Agent in contact with Oswald at any time which substantiate

_'this fact, We hove also securced affidavits from their respective

‘ Special Agents in Charge (SAC's), These affidavits will be available

\lin event Director desires to furnish them to the Commission,

o tme G g — - —

[ . In regard to SIS program, we had a control system whereby
|:we_have records of payments to informants similar to records main-
lltained under our present domestic informant program,

Hen-y tade served in undercover capacity under SIS program
did not have unlimited funds

\for informant development, He was required to account strictly for !

his expenditures and did so, Copies of the youppers"gng neca}pts,he

submitted are available, . e

' A brief of VWade's Bureau service record has been preparea“
{ o
scparately for the information of the Director, -——

; :

facts, which clearly and unequivocally refute allegation that Oswald was

;” ]’ It would be desirable to furnish President’'s Comnmission with
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a paiﬂ {nformant for the FBI operating with a symbol number, We ghould i

pointout desirability of Commission issuing statement at once refuting
alleg¥tlon besause (1) Communist Party has been carrying qn propaganca
campa’gn to a&read this allegation; (2) allegation has developed enough
inter :st to wgrrant even Commission's inquiry; and (3) if allegation
goes “nretuted 1t will gain increasing public acceptance and prove
damag¥ng not c¢nly to FBI but Government as a whole. I
Shoi1d Coumission refuse.lto act, we should follow accopted A
polic; of meeling such lies head ‘on and iSsue statement ourselves, Ve
can ¢3 so wit-out referring to testimony before Commission since.alle-
gatic’ has ap;'eared in public sourc publications,}pofably communist

Th:zv this Eaho andum be refbrred to Direqtor for Lntorm:tio? fr
: ’land spproval of proposal) to have statement issued alther by President’s ,

Commission or by us ii Comnission declines,
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Vemorandun Mr, W, C, Sullivan
to Mr, A, H, Belmont
RE: LEE HARVEY OSWALD

" DETAILS

Background . ) i

Refecrence is made to the discussion January 28, 1864,
betwecen the Director and Mr, J. Lee Rankin, General Counsel of
the President's Commission, concerning appearance before the
Comnission last week of Henry Wade, former FBI Agent who currently
is the District Attorney of Dallas County, Texas, -

According to Rankin, the Commission was advised that
speculation had becn made that Lee Harvey Oswald had been an
FBI informant with symbol number 179 and had becn receiving
paymonts from the FBI in the amount of $200 monthly,

Wade reportedly told the Commission Oswald could
have been active in this capacity without FBI headquarters
personnel knowing about it because of the manner in which
informants are developed and handled, In support of this con=-
tention, Wade is sald to have pointed to his own experiences in
the FBI, specifically in regard to his service in South America
(in the Special Intelligence Service (S1S) progrcm), when,
allegedly, records of his activities were not maintained, and
he did not have to mccount for money furnished him to develop
and pay informants, %

rPurEose

The purpose of this meworandun is to explore theso.

\ sTeciflc allegations and to set forth, pursuant to the
D

rector's request, (1) the specific procedures we use 1in
tl'e development and control of our gsecurity informant program,
(') the system used in handling informants in SIS program
ycars ago, and (3) detalls concerning Vade's SIS service while
h* vas employed as a Speciml Agent of the FBI,
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Demorandum LUr, W, C, Sullivan
to Mr, A, H, Beclmont
RE: LEE HARYEY OSWALD

1. Development and Control of Security Inforpants’

First, it can be said unequivocally that Lee Harvey

Oswald was never an FBI inform

ant, was never paid any money

for furnishiog information, end was never given a synbol nunber

of any kind much less the spcc
Furthermore, we are in a posit

ific one allegedly assigned him,
ion not only to state this but

also to produce records which would prove the impossibility

of such being the case, These
the procedures used in the dev

Informant Program Closecly Supe

records cover every aspect of
elopment and control of informants,

rvised Yo %

' . In order to fulfill our responsibilities in the

internal security field, we us
the Communist Party (CP), USA,
plans and activities, Recorni
of our oporations, we afford ¢
Government (S0G) to the securi
established safegunrds to insu
its operation by our field off

Bureau Authority Neccessary

{ | Our field offices ca
' informant without authorizatio
H authorization, they must condu
i investigation of the prospecti
g _ are analyzed at the SOG before
; Prior to giving such approval,
ae a prospective informant any
fgctors in his background, suc
a Jlishonorable discharge from
perversion, unusual credit ris
situations, and the like,

e sccurity informants to penetrate
and keep us advised of the Party's
zing the importance of this phase
lose supervision at the Seat of

ty informant program and have

re against any misuse or abuse of
ices,

nnot develon anyone as a security

n from the SCG, To obtain this

¢t an exhaustive background

ve infornant, the results of vhich
approval for developmeni is given,
the SO5 automatically eliminates
individual with questionable -

h as evidence of mental instability,
the armed forces, narcotic addictionm,

ks, complicated marital or domestic
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Uemorandum Mr, VW, C, Sullivan
to Mr, A, H, Belmont
RE: LEE HARV"Y OSVALD

Progress Letters Necessary

When we do authorize a field office to proceed
with the development of an individual as an informant, we
follow the development through progress letters, At the end
of four months, and at four-month intervals thereafter, the
field office must submit progress letters containing an
informative sunmary of information furnished and assistance
rendered by the individual under dovelopment, These include
a current certification each time concerning the individual's
gtability and reliability,

Synbols and Codo-Names Assigned

_ ; As the individual develops, he is assigned =& permaneni
symbol number and code name to afford him security, The inform=-
ant ncever knows the symbol number assigoned to him, It is a
nunber permanently assigned to him, and the same number cannot
be used again by the field office under any circumstances for
any other individual, The individual also is given a fictitious
or cover name by the fiecld office which he, of course, 1is
made aware of and he affixes it to his communications with the
.qftice, Every symbol pumber and code name is indexed here
|qt the BOG, ' E—

SOG Authorizes Regular Payments

If the services of an informant warrant payment
on & repular basis, the field offices must also obtain authoriza-
tion from the SOG to make such payments, In every such case,
this too is re-evaluated every four months at the SOG to deter=-

mine if continued payments are warranted,
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Memorandum Mr., W, C, Sullivan
to Mr, A, H, Belmont
RE: LEE HARVLEY OSWALD

Specinl Agents in Charge (SACs) Authority Limited R

SACs of our field offices are authorized to make
payments to individuals not utilized on a regular basis as
informants, but here too the S0G controls this by limiting
the amount an SAC .can pay to any one individual in this

‘Y category to $200, SACs are under instructions to make such
i payments only in specific instances in which it is nccessary
and expedient to do so to obtain information concerning matters
or persons under investigation when such information is not
otherwise obtainable or when it is necessary to advance expense
money to an individual to enable bim to secure the information.

Controls in Effect

The SOG maintains additional control of such payments
l by the SAC in several ways, Such payments can only be made to
individuals who have mever been paid on a regular basis for.
services or expenses with Bureau authorization; such payments cannot
_exceed $200, regardless of the number of payments; and such
payments must be accounted for by the field offices at the end
of each month through the submission of a detailed accounting to

i Funds Accounted For

' When payments are made to anyone for information or
sssistance, either on the SAC's authority or on prior Bureau
suthority, receipts must be obtained in every instance in which
i it 1s possible to so obtain them, If a receipt cannot be obtained

. for a particular payment, complete circumstances concerning the

payment must be set forth by the field office on a voucher at

: the time reimbursement is claimed at the end of the month,
i Receipts must clearly show: (1) the date on which the payment
# was mode; (2) the period for which made; (3) the total amount
i paid, broken down into separate amounts for services and expenses;
| (4) the name of the FBI Agent making the payment; and (5) the
gignature of the person receiving the money.
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Memorandum Mr, W, C, Sullivan .

to Mr, A, H, Belmont . L

RE: LEE HARVLEY OSWALD : .
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Records of Expenditures Maintained ‘ i

Receipts and vouchers prepared by field offices in
this regard are transmitted to the SOG generally on a nonthly
basis (more frequently in many instances), They are reviewed
to insure that all such payments are being made in accordance
with Bureau instructions and are recorded in ledgers pertaining
to each field office operation, .

It is to be noted that the Bureau's preqiqp_hnndling
of such matters is demonstrated every time an informant, a former
informant, or other persons to whom we have paid sums of money -
are prospective witnesses, In such cascs, we must and do
furnish the Department a set of photostats of_the original
receipts signed by the prospective witnesses. :

Control Measures

In regard to control of informants, field offices
are under instructions to maintain close contact with them,
The informantsmust be contacted as often as necessary with at
least one personal contact every two weeks., The net result
of these close contacts, as previously noted, are evaluated
at the SOG in the four-month progress letters submitted, V¥hen
it is necessary ‘for any rcason to discontinue the services of
an informant, the field office must promptly notify the SOG,.

Osvald Precluded as Informant

It can readily be seen then how such policies and
procedures completely preclude the possibility of Lee Harvey
Oswald even being considérced as an FBI informant much less
having been developed as one by us., The statement that he
was is, in fact, ridiculous. The CP, USA, through its press
rhas been spreading this outrajeous lie in order to divert
“attention from the fact that Oswald was a confessed Marxist who

#s activeyin support of the Fair Play-for Cuba Comnittee (FPCC)
# pro-Casiro organization) and who was in correspondence with
tha CP, ngji“ _ . .
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) Absence of Payments to Oswald
Py Had‘nny of our offices even made payments to hin'g

o — e e

it RES

b ' ‘ T .
licmorandum Lr, W, C. Sullivan -
i to Mr, A, H, Belmont :

o

E MARVEY OSWALD % .- o ..

under the SAC's suthority, these would have bcen shown im
the receipts and vouchers submitted by eczch office, These
records have been checked and double checked and no such aE
payment was ever made, e By g s g et

§ymbol Numbers Identifiable

v

Procedural Steps hever Taken
. ()

Furthermore, Oswald could not have becen assigned such "

! a s,;mbol numPcr without a prior background investigation by any
+ fie'd offica considering him for developuent, Had any field - -
office cons; lered developing him, it would have had to obtain TE

_appsoval by the SOG4 There is no record of any such request ..
” by N field office :and no record of any such approvu1.2$11,_ ;
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chofandum'ur. V. C. Sullivan
to Mr, A, Hl, Belmont
LE: LEE HARVEY OSVWALD

Kature of Contacts with Oswald |

As we have already pointed out to the Commission,
the only contacts FBI Agents had with Oswald prior to the
assassination of President Kennedy involved three interviews
Bureau Agents had with him, The first was on June 26, 1962,
at Fort Worth, Texas, shortly after his return home from the
Soviet Union, The purpose was to assess the possibility of his
having been given intelligence assignnents by the Soviets,
The second, on August 16, 1962, was in the same connection,
The third vas at his specific request on August 10, 1963,
following his arrest in New Orleans the preceding day on a
charge of discurbing the peace and creating a scene, At that
time, he describpd some of his activities in connection with

the FPCC,

Affidavits Secured

Oswald was again interviewed by FBI Agents at the .
Dallas Police Department following his arrest after the
assassination of the Prcsident, This interview was aimed

at eliciting mny admissions he might make in connecction with

the assassination, as well as to obtain any information he |
might have been able to furnish of a sccurity nature,

During none of the interviews with Oswald by Bureau
Agents were any efforts made to develop him as an informant,
%e have obtained affidavits from every Agent who was 1in
contact with Oswald, In addition, we also have secured affidavits
from their respective SACs, These affidavits show that none
of the FBI Agents ever made any effort to develop Oswald &b
ar informant, These affidavits will be available in the event
yoa desire to furnish them to the Commission,

‘

' Y1, Handling of Informants Under SIS Program

-

With regard to the handling of informants under
the SIS preggran, file review shows that as a result of a
antrol syEtem then in effect we do bave a record of
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Meporandum Mr. W. C. Sullivan

. to Mr. A, H., Bolront

RE: LEE HARVEY OSWALD

payments made, tho identities of informants and Agents handling
them, and receipts for payments. In the few instances where
informants refused to sign receipts, Bureau was furnished

a1l othor data and record was still made of payment and
informant who roceived same,

11I. Henry Vade's SIS Scrvice

lr. Henry M, Vade entored on duty as a Special
Agent on Dzcezber 4, 1939, and resigned Soptember 1, 1943,
to enter the Armed Forces. He was in Ecuador for eight
and onc-half ronths (undercover), beginning August 16, 1942,
Ve received fror SIS agents a periodic summary on informants
in(Ecuador. Such a list was furnished by Vade on September 23,
1942, a few wecks after his arrival in Quito, This was
supplemented by other lettcers from Wade on November 5, 1942;
February 26, 1943; and April 5, 1943, and a complete list
of all informants handled by him, listing tho disposition of
each, preparcd April 30, 1943, beforeo his departure from

/Ecuador, In theso, Wade indicated the arount being paid

to each informant and his intentions to continue such
payments as justified by sorvicos recoived. Wadoe had
eleven informants, paid ten of them, and his vouchers -

for this period cloarly show amounts paid to each and 1list
receipts obtained, is

Fﬁnds Handled by Wade in SIS

Concerning funds handled by Wade, ho was required
to account for his expenditures and reclaim them by voucher,
ar mentioned above. In July, 1942, he did recolve an advance
of $1,075,; This money was not priearily for operational
expenditur%s but for subsistcence and travel in connection
vith his aksignment. 'lils passage from New Orleans to

_Guyayaquil,'Ecuador, for exasnple, cost over $500, Yade was

H

required to make full restitution of this advance and
?uppleted Jepayment on June 28, 1943, .
:i: ’ .
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Memorandum Mr. W, C. Sullivan
to Mr, A, H, Dcluont
RE: LEE HARVEY OSWALD

Therefore, it can be secn that Wado did not have
unlimited funds for the purpose of decveloping sources, was
required to strictly account for expenditures made and
did furnish such an account, supportecd by receipts. Coples
of Wade's vouchors and roceipts submitted have becn prepared
and are available for dolivery to the Commission if such
action is desired.

A brief of Wadoe's conplete Bureau service record
has been proepared soparately for the Director's information,

OBSERVATIONS

-_ s

It is definite that we have all the facts to clearly
and unequivocally refute the wild and ridiculous allegations
that Leo Harvey Oswald was a pald informant for the FEI and
operated with a symbol number. It would be desirable to
furnish these facts to the President's Commission and point
out that in the interest of sotting the record straight,
tho Conmission should issue a statement reruting these
allegations.-

It could be pointed out to the Commission that
this is important for several reasons, Lcss than two weeks
after the assassination, the comnunist press began a

canpaign to develop the idea that Oswald was an FBI 1nformant'

and that, as ano agent of tho Government, he assassinated
President Kenncdy, The story has doveloped enough interest
to result in calling individuals before the Commission to
inquire into it. If the allegations continue unchallenged
and unrefuted, there is bound to be increasing acceptance
of them on the part of the public == an acceptance that will
prove damaging not only to the FBI but to the Government
aﬁ a whole,

N

Fhould the Comnission refuse-to issue a statenent
reruting tlie allegations, we should inform the Commission
intend 10 issue such a statencnt.- Ve should point out
that the a.lcgations are not confined to testimony before
tho Commission but have appeared publicly, notably through

tho campaign of the CP to hammer avay on these points. As a .
result, wo aro free to deal with the allegations as we 506 tit.

-
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Memorandum Mr. W. C, Sullivan
to Mr. A, H, Belmont : .
s LEE HARVEY OSVWALD = , .
ung 15 .

t/e should point out to the Comnission that it bas
always been our policy to face such allezations head on and
wo intend to follow the same policy in this matter if the
Comnission will not take prompt and effective action., If
we do pot do this, remaining silent, attacks against us in
the press on this point may increase, Our silence will be
taken as an adnission of guilt., Six months from now when
the Commission issues its report, the falschood will be so0
widely distributed that it will be much more difficult to

refute it.
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=" UNIED STATES GOV SMENT /
Memorandum PN
M+, Mr. Mohr ' v February 7, 1964 (' '/-:—_“-
FRUON 3 C. D_ Dewach! N * KA * :'.:_-o..:: E
) [ . 2 N e —
* » .‘I:‘.
SUBJECT:  ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT - e “fa vl
ALLEGATIONS THAT OSWALD WAS . _ /j TN
‘™ AN FBI INFORMANT oy

/
!

Senator Jim Eastland, Chairman of the Senale Judiciary Commiltee,
attempted to telephonically contact me al 4:30 p. m., 2-6-64. 1 was at the White Hous '
at the time In Walter Jenkins' office. Upon being notified, I called Senator Eastland
andL he asked that I see him at 5 p.m.

;1

) I called Senator Eastland off the Senate floor at approximately 5 p. m. and r
he slated Lhat he wanled to talk In confidence. We then proceeded to his private office |
in the Senale wing of the'Capitol. Jay Sourwine, Chiel Counsel of the Senate Internal e
Security Subcommittee (SISS) was with the Senator. The Senalor locked the door of his
office and reiterated that the information he was to furnish me was to be kept in complete
- |confidence. He then asked Sourwine to procced with the discussion. o

d . Sourwine prefaced his remarks by stating that the SISS did not want to

- |do anything whatsoever that would embarrass the FBI and as a result he was tipping me

off of\information he had received. He slated that an extremely confidential source ol

his within the Department of State had advised him that Lee Harvey Oswald was a
confidential informant of the FBI's. The same source also alleged that Oswald was

¢ J|paid $200 per month by the FBI. Sourwine indicated that his source had alleged that

I- 1]CIA knew this to be a fact. Sourwine told me that he had requested that his source

-?“ :1contact CIA and get absolule confirmation of this matler. Sourwine claimed that his

+ | source had recontacted him and had advised that a CIA employee had‘confirmed that

’ Iy -
| SLL488

Oswald was in fact an FBI Informant. wid Mg gr L
| NOT FUCORI®F

.5:1 ' 3 Senator Eastland spoke up at this pdﬁ{i.h'“ﬂeﬁsf:itéd that Senator Dick
“ ||Russell, Chairmap of the Senate Armed Forces Commiltee, and a member of the \
Presidential Cominission investigaling the assassindlion; Had told him that an individual
had rgc#ntly testified that Oswald was an FBI informant and had received a salary of

$200 pe. month. 3enator Eastland added that Senator Russell had also told him that it
appeared that Seci"et Service representatives were attempting to place the blame on the

FBI regarding the assassination. Senator Russell reportedly had slated that the Secret
Service had clear|y pointed out that the FBI had not informed the Secret Service regarding

ilhe resence of Ouwa)d (n’Dallas, Texas. Senator Eastland added that Senators Dirksen.
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DeLoach lo Mohr memo .
Re: Assassination of the President
Allegations that Oswald was an FBI Informant

and Hruska had become somewhat exercised over this matler and that Senator Dirksen
had urged that the SISS hold a special meeting to discuss the malter. Senator Eastland
quoted Senator Dirksen as stating, "We should give J. Edgar Hoover every opportunity
to explain about Oswald." Senator Eastland continued that pressure had also been
brought upon him to subpoena the Direclor for a hearing in this connection. He added
he also understood that an FBI Agent by the name of "Stanford" allegedly handled

Oswald in his informant capacily with the FBI.

i Senator Eastland stated that he wanled me totell the Director that under

howgver, that he felt the matter should be clarified before a ""storm" broke in the

no c}fcumslances would he cause the FBI any embarrassment whatsoever. He added,
l

|

=
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'{ moment and call the Director about the matter. _ .
Y P : (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)
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newspdpers and on the Hill. He pointed out that several news sources already knew

lof the above facts and that at least one reporter had contacled him to see what he planned .

to do about the matlter.

Senator Eastland asked Lhat no contacts be made with Senators Dirksen,
Russell and Hruska until he had the opportunity to tell these Senators that he,
Senator Eastland, had been In contact with the FBL ’

I told Senator Eastland and Sourwine that we were well aware of the
rumors In question and that the facts as alleged were absolutely false. I told Eastland
and Sourwine that we had received the- same information from Senator John Tower's
office and had put the lie to it at that time. I told them that under no circumstances
whatsoever was Oswald ever an informant, an employee, or connected with the FBI

result of Henry Wade, a former Agent, and now a County Prosecutor in Dallas, Texas,

| testifying before the Warren Commission. 1 mentioned that Wade had made false

statements before the Commission and that we were prepared to prove that those state-
| ments we e false. . _ :
A

this Information, particularly inasmuch as he was gelting considerable pressure, and
also because of Lhe fact that he felt that Senator Dirksen might pick up the phone at any

L

in any way whatsoever. I told them that their information undoubtedly came about as the .

Senator Eastland stated he believed me, however, felt that we should have
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DeLoach to Mohr memo
Re: Assassination of Lthe President
Allegations that Cswald was an FBI Informant _ E

I told Senator Eastland and Sourwine that while thear facls were
absolutely false, I wanted to advise the Director, and I would be back in touch with
them as expeditiously as possible regarding this matler. The Senator reiterated that
I check with him prior to contacling Senators Russell, Dirksen and Hruska. 1 told

him I would do this.

After notifying the Director telephonically of the above matter, I read
the proposed alfidavit that is to be sent to the Warren Commission. Pursuant to the
Direclor's instructions, I will show this affidavit to Senator Eastland, and then
Senators Dirksen, Hruska and Russell in that order. This will, of course, be done
following delivery of the affidavit to Rankin of the Warren Commission.

I think also it might be a good idea to show this affidavit to Sourwine.
At the time of further discussion with Sourwine, I will specifically ask him to identify
his source within the State Department so that we may akquately run this rumor down
and pin it to the ground. While I doubl that Sourwine will reveal his source, we will
\at leasl strongly go on record asking him to do this for our own protection.

I have Issued instructions within the Crime Records Division to

( immediately prepare a public statement, under the Director's signature, in the event
that the Director finds it necessary to issue sucha statement so that the false rumors
J concerning Oswald's connections with the FBI can be promptly denied. ;

ACTION: ‘.
' 1. That I show the attached copy of the affidavit to Senator Eastland
and then Senators Russell, Dirksen and Hruska, also to Sourwine, following delivery

of the said affidavit to Rankin of the Warre: Comr{:isslon. 1 wiilsalsg tzn i
Senator Eastland we have no Special Agent the name,o0 anfordan
_'.rwﬂ..:l-/

that this a legation,is also falsa. Q’K voe’ Q-
% f\;m\ RSt ¥ Eatflamd J\-&M g AR

& 3 H 2. That the Crime Records Division fmmediately pa public
statement for the Director's usage in the event it ts believed necessary \g/publicly

refute the false claims that Oswald was an Informant of ours. ‘o .

'l RS o o

3.’ That I press Sourwine to Identily his source within the State Depart-

| ment who has giv:n him this information. y,ﬁ‘ ey
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SUBJRCT: ASSASSINATION OF THE PRESIDENT /___;/-‘ y
X ALLEGATIONS THAT OSWALD WAS J\ - |
o "AN FBI INFORMANT Y\F 7 i /'/f‘?'
Pursuant to instructions, I saw Senator Jim Eastland at his office at r\

2:15 p.m., 2-7-64. I told him the Director was very concerned about the Information -~
received from him (Senator Eastland) and Jay Sourwine on 2-6-64 and that the Director,™
of gourse, wanted to set the record straight immediately, Ithen showed the Senator - * !

- a copy ol the sworn affidavit which had been executed by the Director and delivered earlier = '
that day to Rankin of the Presidential Commission, The Senator read the affidavit and | )
‘then described it as a document that very obviously ties everything down. . TR

I told Senator Eastland that we respected his confidence, however, would -

appreciale permission to see other Senalors whom he Indicated had an interest in this B

matter, He told me that he thought we should see Senators Russell and Hruska

immediately, however, Senator Dirksen was at Sibley Hospital at the present time," L.

N
I then went to Senator Dick Russell's Office and upon seeing him mentioned
‘that it was understood that he was cognizant of the false allegation that Oswald had once
been an FBI informant, The Senator acknowledged that he knew of Wade's statements
to the }Commlssion. I then showed Senator Russell the Director's alfidavit whereupon he . |
“iread it In its entirety. He described It as a good affidavit and one that should forever
straighfen this rumor out. He added that there are so many rumors about the. o
assassipation that almost any individual can pay a quarter and take his pick. He 4
continued that In all honesty Henry Wade had specifically told Commission members that
the allegation concerning Oswald's being an FBI informant had been received by him from b
a newspaperman pamed Hudkins, The Scnator stated that Wade made it plain that he had
no personal knowledge that Oswald had been an FBI informant, The Senator added that '
Wade was told to rkturn to Dallas and recontact Hudkins for further information, Senator
Russell stated that Wade had reported back to the Commission that Hudkins had no
. Hurther I.nformation, could not substantiate his allegations and had refused to testify or
1 furnish an vit to the Commission,
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DeLoach to Mohr 2-7-64 ' : 5 :
Re: Assassination of the President

Allegations that Oswald was an FBI Informant

I next saw Sourwine, After reading the affidavit, he stated he was very

Fpositive it should put to rest all rumors. I told Sourwine that I felt certain he realized

that the FBI's reputation could be at stake in the event such a vicious rumor was wide=
, spread publicity, I told him for this reason I would have to Insist that his source in this
i particular matter be Identified, I reminded Sourwine that he had told me in Senator
Eastland's presence that his source was an employee of the Department of State who
later had reconfirmed the information with CIA, Sourwine interrupted me to state that
he had not Indicated that his source was with the State Department. He stated his exact
words were, "This malter has been motivated, in my opinion, by the State Department, ™
1 told Sourwine that my notes, made immediately after the conference with him and
Senator Eastland, were very clear on this matter and that I felt certain he had attributed
this {nformation to a source within the Department of Slate., He replied that if he had
done this he was In error. He said however that his source had delinitely reconfirmed
this information with CIA¢. '

: ‘ I told Sourwine that regardless of the agency with whom his source was
‘employed, I would have to know the identity of such a source so that all strings could be

ltied down in this malter. Sourwine agreed to call his source In my presence and ask

thim if he would object to his identity being revealed., At that time Sourwine dialed a

number and asked the person answering the phone U he would object to his identity being

revealed to the FBI in connection with the Oswald=-informant information, After a few

mcments, Sourwine turned to me and stated that his source would have to think about

the matter and he would let me know later on during the evening. Sourwine stated that

¢ this source was somewhat reluctant to having his identity revealed Iinasmuch as the source's

+ |identity would immediately lead the FBI to the identity of a second source within CIA,

I told Sourwine that if CIA was pulting out such scurrilous rumors, that agency should - °

| definitely be tied down and made to put up or shut up, : . v

? Following the discussion concerning the identity of Sourwine's source, i
Sourwine told me that he had talked to Scnator Russell earlier that afternoon. Senatcr b
' | Russell, according to So ine, stated in strict confidence that he was very disturbed ;
about the'activities of th 'War;:;g},_%qqgnigsjm_._ He claimed that he was considering
resigning [rom thig Commission, jenilor Russell reportedly told Sourwine that {ive out !
of six senfor lawyel's emjbyed by the Commission are extreme liberals and that all of
the young lawyers a’,‘re very liberal-minded. Senator Russell allegedly told Sourwine that
each employee of the Commission has a definite area of investigation assigned to him. }
He mentiied that despite attempts at coordination, the Individual employees have
haphazar/ly poole¢ their Investigative Lnformation without attempting to centralize or

oordinate any facl: whatsoever, Senator Russell is also very disturbed about Chief

o

|
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Justite Warren and his Inability to handle the assignment as Chairman of this .- .
‘\Commlssion. : _ o _ . * s
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. DeLoach to Mohr  2-7-64

Re: Assassination of the President
Allegations that Oswald was an FBI Informant

After exacling a statement from Sourwine that he would call me later
on that evening concerning his source, I went over to the Senate Floor and contacted
Senator Hruska . We went up to his private office in the new Senate wing of the Caplitol
and talked for approximalely three minutes when Senalor Hruska found it necessary to
return to the Floor in order to make remarks concerning tax legislation, Following his
return, I showed him the Director's sworn affidavit, Senator Hruska expressed the
opinion that it was very thorough and certainly left no doubts whatsoever. He asked i
it could be possible that Oswald had an alias and had served the FBI as an informant
using an alias or different name, I told him there was no possibility whatsoever of such
an incident occurring inasmuch as our investigation had very thoroughly checked out all
names used by Oswald, Scnalor Hruska stated this satisfied him, '

—

. Senator Hruska added that Senator Dirksen was most concerned about

[1 this matter, chiefly because Senator Dirksen felt that this was an attempted smear at
the Director and the FBI, " He stated that Senator Dirksen had also feared that this
matter could completely discredit the FBI if some disreputable or left-wing Senator
made a speech on the Floor of the Senate or issued a press release regarding the matter,
He added that Senator Dirksen's friendship for the Director was a very sincere thing

! and, therefore, the Senator felt very keenly about this matter. He asked if I would

taccompany him to Sibley Hospital immediately so that we could talk to Senator Dirksen

.Iregard'mg this matter,

At this point I telephonically contacted the Director while Senator Hruska
was qut of the room and advised the Director of the foregoing details, -

Senator Hruska and I arrived at Senator Dirksen's hospital room at
approximately 6:15 p,m. Mrs. Dirksen was In the room at the time. She has recently
undergone surgery. (The Director has sent a letter to Senator Dirksen regarding the
illness of his wife,) I assisted Mrs. Dirksen down the hall and then came back to join
Senators Dirksen and Hruska, ’ : .

Senator Hruska told Senator Dirksen that I had an affidavit signed by the
Director which should definitely put Senator Dirksen's mind at ease, Senator Hruska
L told Senator Dirksen that he felt this affidavit would be d therapeutic value to him
.t Inasmuch as it was known that he was very worried dbout this situation, I then showed
v | Senator Iirksen a zopy of the sworn affidavit, He read the letter to Rankin very rapidly
and handiéd both the letter and affidavit back to me, I told him I realized that our visit
was somewhat of an imposition, however, I would appreciate it if he would briefly scan
the entire affidavit, He did so and afterwards stated that it was a very complete =~ . |
docdment and that ‘e felt much betler about the situation. He added that he had several
lquestlomz. I told him the Director would want me to answer any questions that he might
ralse.
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" DeLoach to Mohr 2-7-64 ‘ | | '
Re: Assassination of the President . :

Allegations that Oswald was an FBI Informant

Senator Dirksen inquired if District Attorney Henry Wade had any
conneclions with the Communist Party., Itold him Wade had no such connections to
our knowledge. I briefed both Senators at this time, however, on the scurrilous

rarticle In Saga Magazine by former Agent Turner, also the article In Nation magazine
.and the offensive by the Communist Party in connection with attempting to discredit
ithe FBI. Senator Hruska inquired as to whelher Wade was a publicity seeker, I told

“him that the answer to this was obvious in view of the many statements made by Wade,
l ‘even including information which had been furnished by the FBL

Senator Dirksen asked me If we were satisfied with Rankin, I told him
! I that Rankin had been appointed as an allernative. I then briefed Senators Dirksen and
Hruska on the fact that Chief Justice Warren had {irst wanted his protege Warren Olney
to serve as Executive S‘ncrehry of the Pregjdential Commission, however, in view of -
Olney's T 55 AT and Ll had been necessary for a number of
sources to conI:denually brief members oI the Presidential Commission, other than
Warren, as to Olney's background. I told Senalors Dirksen and Hruska that as a result
of this action the Commission members had overridden Warren concerning the
appointment of Olne, and that Rankin had been elected as an alternative. Dirksen
stated he knew Olney and definitely recognized him as an ERuliind st

o — i st —

——

—

Senator Dirksen stated that he had no further questions but that he would
T 1 ' appreciate the Director being advised that his chief interest in this entire matter was

il to prevent the FBI or the Director from being smeared. He stated that despite his
‘Yillness if we needed his services we could certainly count upon him to start a backfire
|lagainst any individual or group which might attempt to discredit the Director or the FBI,

! I told both Senators Dirksen and Hruska that we deeply appreclated thelir
1 interest In this matter and that I would immediately advise the Director whom I felt

a would be greatly appreciative of their friendship and willingness to assist the FBI.

‘ ’ Upon arriving back at my office, Inspector Kemper advised me that
. ! Sourwine had called at approximately 6:10 p, m, to advise that his source did not want to
-+ | give an absolute "no" to the FBI, that the source was checking further and would give an
i i answer either the first of the wcek or the middle of next week. We, of course, will not
: | allow this matter to lie idle, Sourwine will be contacted {irst thing Monday morning and
4 l pressey, for acticn,

} RECOMMENDATEONS:
' N}

} JL e A | See Next Page
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DeLoach to Mohr 2-7-64
Re: Assassination of the President
Allegations that Oswald was an FBI Informant

RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) That the attached letter for the Direclor's signature acknowledging
the Director's appreciation for Senator Dirksen's assistance and interest be considered.

f
G}r\ 2 ‘ l‘(
A i {
(2) That I check with Sourwine first thing Monday mornmg In order to
further press the matter of learning the identity of his source of information.

| .ﬁflf”‘.’"“/"
W

(3) That I show a copy of the Director's affidavit, in strict conhdence,
to Congressman Hale Boggs and Congressman Jerry Ford, members of the Presidential
Commission, on Monday, 2-10-64, and that I show a copy of this a.[hda.vnt and thoroughly

brief{ Walter Jenkins of the White House on Monday, 2-10-64,
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C. D. DeLoach

ALLEGATION THAT OSWALD
WAS AN FBI INFORMANT

Referenced my memorandum to you February()ljlgﬁ*l indicating that
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Jay Sourwine, Chief Counsel, Senate Internal Security Subcommittee (S1SS), had
indicated, fol!owing pressure being put on him, thal he would contact his source of
information to see U that source would talk to me relative to the above-captioned

. |allegation.

ythat Corso had agreed to being interviewed. "\ -
( ' ‘

4 ,-5 (lllil ]

3:15 PM, February 10, 1964,

Sourwine called at approxnnately 2:30 PM, February 10, 1964. He
advised he had contacled his source and in view of the seriousness of the situation,
“his source had agreed to be identified. He named his source as Colonel Philip Corso
who is currently employed by Senator Strom Thurmond (D-S.C.). Sourwine indicated

S

)

I contacted Colonel Corso in Senator Thurmond's office at approximately

Harry Dent and Fred Buzhardt, Senalor Thurmond's

Admlmslralwe and Legislative Assislanls, sat in on the interview. Both men have

, been very cooperative in the past.

I had nol previously met Colonel Corso, however,

i understand that he formerly worked for General Trudeau in Army Intelligence and had
with FBI at that time. Colonel Corso, upon meeting him, and throughout
- the Interview, gave me the definite impression of bemg a rather shifty-eyed individual

;‘;,who fashions himsell a great intelligence expert. As a matter of fact, it was quite
Jdifficult to'pin him down with questions inasmuch as he insisted on expoundmg his
theorles ralher than sucking to specifics.

i

' some contacts

he had bee;. na

. read Lhe a; idavit at this time.

I told «Colonel Corso of the information received from Sourwine and that
med as the source. I told him the allegation was absolutely false. The
point was piade that {Ar. Hoover had submitled a swoen affidavit to the Warren
Commissign emphatitally denying the allegation and that I desired Colonel Corso to

I told him additionally that i his allegation had been made

to otner pcople, I woald like to know the names of these people so that they could be .
confronted. He told me the’ Only other person he had discussed the allegation wlth

was Senator Thurmcid.
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Sourwine had also indicaled, and had reiterated several time s, that his ."'-
ISOurce had confirmed this allegauon w:th CIA.
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viemo DeLoach to Mohr - 2/10/64
e: Allegation That Oswald .
Was An FBI Informant , ’ S

Colonel Corso stated he did not need to read Lthe affidavit I handed
him inasmuch as he would take the FBI's word that Oswald was not an informant.
[ told him regardless of his confidence he should read the affidavit. He then scanned
it quile hurriedly and handed it back to me. ;

I told Colonel Corso that I would have to insist that he reveal the identity
of his source within CIA. He stated he could not do this inasmuch as his source
represented "groups' or "individuals" that had been friends of his when he was
handling intelligence for the Army. He stated he did not like to violate their confidence.
[ told him he should realize that this allegation was a very serious one which could do
considerable damage to the FBI if it became widely publicized. I mentioned additionally
thal his refusal might, of course, result in his being subpoenaed or requesled to
testify before the Warren Commission concerning the withholding of evidence.

. Colonel Corso began to backtrack. He stated that his sourceshad

‘merely told him thal they knew the FBI had been in contact with Oswald prior to the
assassination of the President. He quickly added that his sources within CIA also

felt that Oswald's aclivity, while in the Soviet Union, represented a State Department
.operation. Colonel Corso indicated that "if"" Oswald had been an informant, while

in the Soviet Union, he would have submilled reports to three U. S. employees of the
.‘American Embassy in Moscow. He named these individuals as: Angeli, John Vincent
Abidian and Hugh Montgomery. Corso staled that Angeli and Montgomery had been
declared persona non grata by the Soviet Government and told to leave the Soviet Union.
Corso indicaled that while he was still with the Army, he received a tip that the three .
named individuals had received reports from a double agent within the Soviet Union.

l-!e stated this double agent could have been Oswald. I asked him if he had any specifics
or prool in this regard. He slated he could not prove any of these statlements. He then
added that this enlire matter might be an assumption on the part of CIA inasmuch as
his sources 'jhad nod{inite facts whatlsoever.

1 told Colonel Corso that I wanted to go back over our conversation and to
_be as specific as possible, Iasked him point-blank Uf his sources within CIA had named
Oswald as an FBI Informant to him. I asked him for a direct answer. He slowly replied -
that "groups" or "persons" within CIA, whom he had known for a long time, had told P
, jim that Osvald could have been a source of informatiop for the FBI. He slaled the same

| foroups" or " persons|' also Indicated that Oswald's residence in the Soviet Union
| represented a State Qepartment operation. Corso added that there was a Communist .

e L e L
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| Parly membar supposédly in Texas by the name of "Stanford” who knew that Oswald ~ | jf-‘::E #¥

! had been an FBI sourcu of Information and had related this fact to other parties. I asked ! j
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Colonel Corso how he knew this. He stated he could not recall his source of
information in this regard, however, apparently vstanford' had been interviewed by
some one and had given them this Information. I told Colonel Corso that his ability
to be nonspecific was somewhal amazing. He told me he was well-versed In the
intelligence game and knew how CIA and the Stale Departne nt operated. He slated he
had no sympathy for CIA inasmuch as that organization had quite often failed to
cooperate with him when he was operaling with intelligence. :

At this stage of the questioning, Colonel Corso again approached the
melodramatic by emphatically claiming that he had been concerned only in this matter_ -
because he was afraid that the communists were promoting a deliberate smear
againsi the FBL. 1 asked why he brought in the Communist Party when he had originally
claimed that his information had come from CIA. He stated that the information
furnished by the communist, *'Stanford," apparently represented a deliberale smear

| attempt on the part of the communists.

- I told Colonel Corso that I wanted him to think about this matter and to
particdarly consider the seriousness of the allegations. Itold him he should give me
a call by February 11, 1964, and give me a definite answer as to whether he would identily
lhis sources of information. He agreed to do so. 1told him also that regardless of
whether he identifies his sources or not, we still plan to protest to CIA the falseness
and looseness of such allegations. I toid Colonel Corso, in the presence of Dent and
' Buzhardt, that he had seen me carefully making notes during our enlire conversation
l and lhiant I planned to hold him to the substance of those notes.

- At this point, Senator Thurmond entered the room and I advised him
completely of the falsencss of ‘the allegations and exhibited to him the affidavit in
question. Senalor Thur mond stated he did not need to read the aff idavit tnasmuch as .
he had known the allegations were false all along. 1told Senator Thurmiond that I had it
requested his assigtant, Colonel Corso, to reveal his sources of information so that
the FBI could definitely disprove, once and for all, the falseress of the allegations

rhat Oswald was an FBI informant. The Senator replied that he hoped Colonel Corso

i could comply with our request. 5 o
! | . :

" ACTION:
‘ I will follow with Colonel Corso re this on February 11, 1964, There .
s attachgf‘!‘ a yellow colored slip of paper which Colonel Corso handed me naming the
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Memo Deloach to Mohr 2/10/64
Re: Allegation That Oswald

Was An FBI Informant
ACTION CONTINUED: o -

three American State Department employees who "might* have had contact with |
Oswald in the Soviet Union. This should be made a maltter of record in our [files. i
It is suggested that no action be taken to contact CIA at this time until we {ind out

whether or not Colonel Corso will identify his sources. Frankly, considering

Colonel Corso's personality and evasiveness, there is a distinct possibility that .

he made up this allegation strictly based upon his own theories. I will, ol course,

follow him closely until we get an answer as to his alleged sources of information

} { within CIA. i

QA /ffm«/

Y : :
e wld t
-
B . ..l ¥ y
.
-l & .
e
L]
’ l
' <y - o = g —  — - =
DA - SRR ) A aly CRE ML ey ey T e PR S y
e A R e M R G T TR S Vs e (bSO RP N
ey I Il S g e W A p = R it mmb s . g T S e e A e B e ey e T
B . L
. - o A .

g+

5



