MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

FROM:  Mr. J. Lee Ramkinm, General Counsel = l

. A
SUBJECT: FRumors that Oswald was an undercover agent. : 3 )

Allegations have been reéeived. by the Comrission to
the ef fect that Lee Harvey Osw2ld was an uadercover agent for the
A3
Federal Bureau of Inves"ciga.tion or the Central Intelligence Agenc:r

prior to the assassination of President _Ken.nedy on November 22,

1963. This memorandum reviews these ellegations and summerizes

the action taken to dete by the Commission.

On Wednesday, Jenuary 22, 1964k, I received a tqlepﬁone-

call from Waggoner Carr, Attorney General of Texas. Mr. Carr stated

that he had received on a confidential basis aa ellegation to the

effect that Lee Ear:\rey Oswald was an undercover zgent for the
Federal Bureau of InVestigation since September of 1962 and B
that he hed been paid $200.00 a month from an account designated
as No. 179. Mr. Carr ind.;!.ca.ted that this allega.tion was in the -
har.d.s of the press and d.efense counsel for Ruby and. sugge.;ted

tha.t his information came ult :unately fron DJ.str‘.x.c‘l: A"‘torney Hen:.-y

‘ Wade, elihough he stated that he had not d.lscussed. this matter

. "

directly with Wade
After a discussion with the Chairman of the Commission

and Mr. Leon Jaworski, I contacted Attorney Genmeral Carr. I asked

the Attormey Genei‘ﬂ. to contact District Attorney Wade anmd try to
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/ >
ascertain more definitely the source of this allegation.
At the requsst of the Cheirman of the Commission, I a.'l.sc
asked Mr. Carr to ask Wade end his assistent, Bill Alexe.nder,

to come %o Wash:mgton as soon a.s Lossible to discuss this

metter. P . _ ' : \

A meeting of the Commission was called for 5:30 p.m.

on Wednesday, Jsnuary 22, 1964. All the pembers of the Commission

were present with the exception of John J. MeCloy and Senator
Richard B. Russe'll. This spec'ific allegation‘was; cliscﬁ_ssed. in -
detail by the, Commission. It was.. recognized ‘by all menbers of
the Commission that, altbnugh this allegation was pro'bably not
accurate, this matler had to be regarded seriously 'by 'I:he 7
Comission. It was agreed. that the Commission wou.ld ha.ve to
take whatever _ztion ne‘cessax"_,r.-to pursue this matter to. final
conclusion. During the meeting efforts were made to contact
Attorney Ceneral Carr again. When he was contacted, Atﬁorﬁey
Gener'a‘!. Carr steted the.t Distric‘t: Attomey Wade had been 'u:de.‘blé
or um‘.d.ling to specify tha source of this aJ_“Lega.t:.cn in more
detail. He informed me that he and Messrs. Wade, _Ale..cander, -
Jaworski and Storey would coms to Washington the next day.

. On Thursday, January 23, 1984 s.ecre-t Service Report
No. T6T was brought to my attention. Tais report is dated

January 23, 1964 and summarizes an interview by . Agent Bertram
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with Houston Post reporter Alonso H. Hudkins IITI. A pertinent
paragraph of the report reads as follows:
On December 17, Mr. Hudkins ad.v:.sed.

that he had just returned from a wecksnd

in Dalles, during which time he talked to

-Allen Sweatt, Cnief Criminal Division,

Sheriff's Office, Dallas, ’ Chiel Sw=att o

nmentioned that it was his opirion that

Lee Harvey Oswald was being paid $200 a

mouth by the FBI as an informent in

connecticn with their subversive investiga-

tion. He furnished the 2lleged informant

nunber assigned to Oswald by the FBI as

Ilslrcall'.

The report conmeludes with the reguest that Chief A]_lE;L Sueatt
of the Dallas Sheriff's office be interviewed regarding the
above allegation. Upon 'béing informed by representa.tives of
the Secret Se*'\rice tha.t this subsequent i.ntemew had not ye‘t
taken place ’ I requ_sted. +ha‘t it be-dons 1J:med.1a.uely

On Friday, January 21;, 1964, the Cha.ir:nan of the
Cormission and I met with Attaorney Ceneral Carr, District Attorney
Wade, Assistant District Attorney Alexa.nder, Mr. Jaworski and. |
Dean S‘borey. We reviewed the si‘tua.ulon to date. District
A‘t torney Wade a.nd. others of the 'I\exas ':anresenuatives stated
that the rumors to the effect that Oswald was an undercover >
" agent were widely held among representa.tive; of tha press in
Dallas. They stzted also that Mr. Belli, attorney for Jack L.
Ruby, was familiar with these allegatio::s.' Wade stated he was

also aware of .a allegation to the effect that Osweld was an

informant for +tpe CIA ard carried Number 110869.
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District Attormey Wade and Alexander stated that

the sources for these a.]_'l.egations Or rumors were several—
reporters, :ncluu.ing Houston Post reportea. Hud.kins. They did
not pin'oomt Hudkins as belng the source of this information,
but they did not neme any other individual reporters. They
both indicated that they would not vouch for the imtegrity or
ar.:.cuacy of these reporters. Taey did inform us that this
"imorma:tion was not disclosed in chembers during the ‘bail he._ring
on Monday, .ranus:ry 20, 1964. D:Lstrict Attorney' Wada sta.ted. that,
based on his experience as an FBI age;u during the years 1.939-1:-3 s
he did not think that the number would be either a payroll or
voucher number carried on the Bureau records. FHe suzgested
thal the lreco;ds are not kepb thet wey and would not show e

- name of the infoémei-, who would probably be paid by the FBT
agent in cash. He further. stated that in his experience it

was custama.ry for the agent to carry the 1nform._r an his ‘booﬁs
&s a npumber., - ' _'
7 There was a géneral di'scuss_:’.on regﬁz;ding other

. information disclo—sed. in the investigative reports which lemad
some degree of nredibility to these allegations. .Among‘ other.
matters discussed at the meeting, the following were stressed:
(1) the use by Oswald of Post Office boxes; (2) use by Oswald

of aliases 3 (3) the lengthy 2-hour interview conducted by the




.'t;"BI of Oswald in August of 1962; (&) interviews conducted

by Special Agent Hosty in Dalles ragm.-diﬁ Qswald's where-
sbouts and the failure to notify Secret Service or this
information; (5) the c.jo:u:e:{t after the assassinatioﬁ of Special
Agent Hosty that Oswald had coq‘:‘.acted. two ¥nown subversive agents-;
about 15 days before the assassination; (6) Oswald ha.:i Spacial.
Agent Hosty's car 1t cense ‘and teleprons numbers in h:l'.s noteboak;
(T) oswald's mth;er has stated that her son was an agent for the
FBI or some other federal agemcy; (8) Special Agent Hosty was‘.
transferred from Dallas two weeks arter the assassmation. ;

The Chief Justice decided to presenu the results

of this meeting to the ent:.re Commission cn Monday, Ja.nuary 2'{,

1964 a.mi decided to propose tentatively that r.ncessary ingquiries

‘be made concerning these allegat:l.ons and tha.t this memorandum
be prepared for the record. . _

..On the evening of Friday, Ja.n_.ua.rylz'#, 1,9§J+, a membex
- of my staff wa;; informed. by representa.‘r_.ives. of Secret Serir-ice '
that Allen Sweatt, Chief of the Criminal Divis-i.on._o.f the
Sheriff's office in Dallas, had been intarrieved regerdizg
the allegations made in Secret.Sgﬁicé Report No. T6T-
According to .thisr oral report, Sweatt stated that he reéeived

the ellegation from Mr. Alexender in District Attormey Wade's
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office. He a2lso r:entioned.Houston Post reporter hudkins as
a source of the information. When Sweatt was informed that
the nudber in a similar allegation was 179 rather than 172,
as he ha.:i indicated initially, Sweatt indicated that e would

accept 179 as the corract rumber. Secret Service Inspector :

Kelley expressed his view that Hudkins was not very relieble,

based on pravious unfounded reports which he had furnished to

Secret Service. _ ) =
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