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Fohank Rush withholdings - Oswald v h s Onbesno
E inportant New Orleans matter not reflected in any NO FO file I've seen js a Not
@ Recorded Serial in 105-82555 and was indicated for filing in another FBIHQ file at the
time the memo was written on 11/8/68, 62-109060, This involves me in two different ways,
which I']1l explain, The withholding is of the public domain and is laughable because the
Jeme information is repeatedly disclosed in NO FO files. I made subject copies and can
cite two of these many, 89-69-114 and 186, The withholding is of the name Johann Rush,

Throughout this memo Branigan refers to Rush not as the source but as the "informant."

This has many meanings, one that many releyifant records are withheld. This means
FBIHQ, NO and Sen Francisco, perhaps also the Shreveport office.

It also tends to add meaning to how Johann Rush was at the ITM to make movies of
Oswald that later had such great significance and how Oswald had unlisted phones for
perscnnel of the TV sta'tir.m in his address book, as I recall also a connection with an
advertising/public relations agencye

What it seems to add up to is that the same @swald was hes long been suspected of
having an FBI connection, a matter supposedly investigated by the Commission, just happens
to know how tolget himself TV coverage and of all things by an FBI informant. This then
is wi_ﬂiﬁmrfgom the Commission, which was to investigate and report on all, with the FBI
ap its major investigative arm, . |

" Brglaitones whatever the official mythologies, if eny, my work in New Orleans
included no investigations offlay Shaw. My interest was Oswald. L considered what I later
learned, that it was inevitable for Shaw to have been an FBI and CIA source (if not more).
I regard this as proper for one in his position, given the nature of the I™, Suppose for
exemple that someone had tried to aaaaaa:l.nai‘—h Somoza when he came to N.0.? The I'.m nfdo
was a first-rate source claf important and legitimate commercial and industrial intelligence.

Having no means I stayed where I coulds I've told you about Matt Herron. There was
also a college lit. professor, also a political informant for the FBI, named John Jliag
Joerge I kneW he was an informant when I used his hideaway, not his home, It was on
Robert.l:o'r.x‘dptown N.0. (No récords provided from N.0.F0 files although Commission

records leave without doubt he is in them,) I also stayed on Jackson Avenue with a Mrs,
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" i . JOBN FITZGLRALD KENNEDY . o g _
‘v NOVENDBIR 22, 1963 . L aes e e 2w e Me o
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“;ff_ ’ '~ On November 8, 1068, Supervisor Glonn A-=fex _of the
: San Francisco Otfico called., He advisod that "} while
5 in tho New Orleans aroa, had taken somoe movie Tiii: 01 Leo Harvey
Y Oswnld papsing out leaflets for the Fair Play for Cuba Cormiittee,

The informant's father, who resides in New Orleans, wes con=-
tncted by two male individuale who representod themsclves as
42 .-, bolng with the International ¥orld Trado Center and who said
%" ~' they wore intercoted in contacting the iniormant in order to
% obtnin the film ho had for District Attornecy Jameca Garrisonm,
A According to Harier, the informant was inclined to makc this
film available to Garrisonm, but was firat checkinzg with the
Bureau, .

g Darter was instructed to advise the infornant that it
Qfmf wos solely his docision whothor he mado the film availlable to

' - Garrigon or not and that the Bureau could not counsol him, -
“- . = Harter etatcd that if tho informant complied with tho rcquest,
. ¢%+- ho would furnish a copy of tho film ho had to Garrison sud
ot i would retain tho original film, . ;

L XY +! s A
€ It was pointed out to Hartor that the inforcant had
e originally taken this film in bohalf of tclevision stationm

: W5DU in Kew Orloans and that the inforwant might want to comsider
) whether tho station had any proprietary right in the film., It
A will be noted that the prints from the film have appearcd im
) tho Warren Comnission Report and, thorefore, the pictures are
¥ in the public realm, _ .
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Marge Kirkpatrick, whose son’ Godfrey had managed to escape an insane assylum with a
weapon owned by a doctor and with the intent of ](ill.tng Garrison. (Instesd he assaulted
dJ'a:hﬁ;
his mother and was gpcaptured and placed in & maximum security inslitution Where I
interviewed him 7/4/68 or 69.) The last of Godfrey's voluntary hospitalizations followe}
Vv reends of this prees M}
his having been in touch with Washington pfficials, claiming assasgination lnow .

When he was hospitalized a4 CIA phone number and name were found in his pocket, I have a

copy of thés and many g4her rccords, provided by the mother but not included in or referred
to in any records provided from any files by any agency. It ig my recollection that these
records include the numbers called in Washington.

There are provocative elements of mystery in all of this, For example, the narefink
x';e referred to, Dicne Turner, knew all about the Krkpatrick home, %r furniture
arrangemenf)aéﬂ#enmts and their personal lives and subsequent caseers. (Marge had a
ver_vl large house and rented rooms, including to N.O, Policemen, She reserved a former
alavle quarters for a first violinist of the N.0. Symphony for the Season beginning Labor
Day. It was available to me without charge at all other times,) Accurate informktion, as I
learned when I taped recorded the firgt conversation between these two women, beginning,
alas, only after Joergf left. Tumer even knew the kdnd of rdstol cudLi;;ey had obtained

sr
at the ascylun, a make I'd not heard of befores 1% was a Walthers Pﬂfxnargo shoved it to me,

.The doctor never reclaimed it,

It is difficult to avoid the suspicion that Godfrey is among those who may have been
used in some of the mind-bending work that has since become public - and not he alone in
New Orleans and the area, I was fascinated by the voids in his recollection of his life,

For one example, his kmowledge of anti-Castro activity in the New Orleans area, I have some
of his preparations for writing on it, (H.'I.s/poetzw was pretty goods) He ”5'”‘/ WII ﬂW
Because Turner had claimed to have known him I agked her if she would care to go to

Jackson with me,
(rp( fransportation was a Fiat sports car provided by the Fiat dealer and art fancier
if not also a man of other parts, J.B.Vela. This was becanse I had befriended his former

sales manager, Douglas Lethbridge, an authentic CI4 type who wes also a Bay of Pigs
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prisoner. He claimed to have been a “astro government official and a boghood neighbor
of Castro's. When I phoned Lethbridge to ask for a cheap rental car, not knowing of his
mental illness, Vela remembered me and would not accept payment for the use of thaﬁiut.
This was very helpful, considering that in those 15 days I had only four real meals,
on other days being able to afford only a skim milk and vitamins breakfast and a 19¢
hamburger for aupper.’ )

Just before lunch time G‘Moffrey told me lunch time was approaching, that efter lunch

they were required to reaf/an not to return until that period was over, I aaked him if

I could bring him anything. His response was that he'd like a malt., Turner interjected

ne
STy

chocolate. The mother later to t from boyhood malted milkshakes were a virtual

eddiction with him = and gnly chocolates
Godfrey was homosexuelll but he married a t woman, reputedly then with child,.

The marriage didn't last, whether or not the account is dependables I spoke to

the not-gince-remarried wife, who happened to Jhave bfen friendly with Shaw or friends

06 his, one of whom gave her marriage wg'h;ﬂ:.:fe/told me she had been interviewed

by the FBI, I've geen no such reports™and no mfemcE:or indic ﬁ.ngof any such interviewse
Garrison and his chief investigator thought I was orazy to move in with Marge and

tried to talk me out of it. But they were the best accomodations I ever had in N.O.,

lt"a:'.-ge‘«na.s

a convenient location and thanks to the CIA, even a nice sports car. Moreover,
very informative, Although a bit flakey and of the ultra right and with a sign reading
"Register Communists, Not Guna" at her front doores I checked out some of her information,

In the course of this I came upon a lead to Johann Rushe ﬁe had left Ne.0. and the
people at WDSU said they'd lost track of hime, In this checkdng I obtained the nann's and
address and I think phone number of his parents, as I now recall, at Shreveport.

You will recall my interest in his footage and in the 8ix prints he provided the
FBI and the 17 he gave the Secret Service almost none of which are with the Commission
records at the Archives.

For your better unclefétanding of this I repeat that the FEIL was'look:l.ng for a third

Wit Oswald ot P [TH ;

mﬁfr?fused to provide the identification of the fingerprints not Oswald's on his literature
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and in the N.0. records seceks to withhold the names of the printer and his assistantg—
Tmas
Both are not secret, #6 died in Hurricene Camdlle. Before then I interviewed him twice,
"I lver
the second time with the-assisdent and on tape, Each denied that Oswald was the man who
pickecithe inting up. Bach separately Selected a number of different views of a man
Karry 'ﬁm’" b/
other than Ommlg as the one who did. He was an FBI sourose, I told you I have a "Third
Man" file. When I wau able to get the Secret Service to deposit its copy of the Rush/
WDSU footage at the Archives it had an identification it required much effort to geyﬁm
the Archives after I saw it. The wrapper said that ucwald and iwQ other men were shown
distributing literature outside the ITN, as Jesse Core and others told me. (One of the
others was the NO leader of an anti-Castro group who was service manager for the Piat
i
agency.ﬁ:: identified an automobile he saw involved. Remember, I told you Bringwier
had given the FBI a license number and the FBI withholds it still, even after Commission
testimony to 1t?)So, I wanted to see the stills, especially because both Jesse Core and
the then WDSU news director both told me the footage had been reduced by the time the
FBI returned it.

When I gbtained the lead to Rush through his parents and the misinformation that he

had left all his film with his parents when he went to San Francisco I asked one of the NuswPrlesns

Assistant DA'd to get the pix, He wanted me to go to Shreveport, for which they offered

* to paye I regardéd this as something they could accomplish by a phone call and refused, -

urging them to cell first and then send an office handa

‘I then left for Dallas, with a ticket privided by a fomef FB#A who figures in
these records but not in the N.0. files and in some of the records provided under FA,
Paul Rothermel, Jr. He remained an FBI s urce whﬂ he became chief of security for H.L.Hunt.
I had a copy of the manuscript of a spook black book titled L'Amerique Brule,
petitled by Carrison's suggestion into Farewell America.l have a full acoount of the
leaking of this black bovk to Garrison. It includes persons who are mentfoned in the
records provided but no single reference to or indication of this is provideds One
is Rﬁ.cluu’d Case Nageli. Another used the name Rose and appears to have ‘served the CIA,.
(If the FEI has Marren Hincile's account it is not dependable and is self-erving,Jhe

former and disliked SA William Turner was the chief dupe, a real auck.er.)
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I had been away from home for a monthe I was tired and unwell, The day before I.uaa
to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N.O. on my way

home because of a major "find" or "discovery" of his. He insisted to the point where I had

little choice,

Llane
My luggage managed to get lost, although that was the first stop of the after

it left Dallas. Fortunatelg,ﬂerron met me and I was able to get spare clothing. The
g%amssed airline provided a toilet ldt. And when I finally got my luggage, it was in
bad shapex, as had happened before. I recall in particular the time I hed made the first

(Mnneapoli

public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and sketch th jﬁiﬁu has not returned in
the King case and immedistely after I got the John “arb:i.xj' film

no copy of which the FEI
has yet provided.

When I got to N.0. late Friday night and had no luggage it was too late to see
Garrison and his supposedly exciting material. I did this the next morming, Saturday, and
left for home Saturday evening. The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footage. L1t
was not a good print, a remote generation. line, made from the WDSU file copy at Pan—
American, was much better. (As protection I'd had two prints of the footage made,
d;eairlngtohave atills made from ite. The copy I mailed for the stills to be made never
g;t there.d have the other print.) ) |
' It turned out that Rush's perents had been phoned and that they had given Rush's
Sand Francisco addeess and phone. Garrison or his people had phoned Bm Bill Turner and
asked him to get the stills from Rush, Instead Turne# had had a poor copy made of the
movid andg-:: it to uarriaon, who was qpite excited, imegining he saw Clay Shaw in ite

Charles Hall Gretls, Jr. sma) S

That day I also interviewed @'Ela_wln—g:coud man in the Oswald literature operation

IT™, Steele Hecomfr
at the &N, m vas a Emr.i.na lieutenants I have the tapes re was & third man, not

known to him, That day I also got wind of a coming Garrison insanity with which he
intended to Lork the 10th anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some
effort was able to.prevent ite. That day also I initiated two :I.ndepex;dent investigations
of the so-called "tramp" pictures the face of one of which is the picture that goes with

e
the rlietch in the kKing cases So I recall well enoughe




I had been away from home for a monthe I was tired and unwell, The day before I-wa.a
to leave Dallas Garrison phoned and insisted that I had to return to N.0. on my way
home because of a major "find" or "discove;'y" of his. lle insisted to the point where I had
little choice.

ane

My luggage managed to get lost, although that was the first stop of the after
it left Dallas, Fortunatel%ﬂemn met me and I was able to get spare clothing, The
g%an-a.ased airline provided a toilet ldts And when I finally got my luggage, it was in
bad shapex, as had happened before. I recall in particular the time I had made the first
public use, in Minneapolis, of the picture and ?];c‘i‘tch the FBI,still hao not returned in
the King case and immediately after I got the John T‘:.:—tiﬁ'filn no copy of which the FEL
has yet provided.

When I got to NeOe. late Friday night and had no luggage :I.t‘h:‘_as too late to see
Garrison and his supposedly exciting materiales I did this the next morning, Saturday, end
left for home Saturday eveninge The excitement was over a print of the WDSU footage. It
was not a good print, a remote generation. Mine, made from the WDSU file copy at Pan-
American, was much better. (As protection I'd had two prints of ‘the footage made,
desiring to have stills made from ite. The copy I mailed for the stills to be made never
gpt there.] hqﬁe the other print.)

" It turned out that Rush'e parents had been phoned and thet they had glven Rush's
S Prancisco addeess and phone. Carrison or his people had phoned P Bill Turner and
asked him to get the stills from Rush, Instead Turnem had had a poor copy made of the

Gont

movid and’eemd it to ‘arrison, who was qpite excited, imagining he saw Clay Shaw in it.
Charles Hall Greels, Ir.

That day I also interviewed second man in the Oswald literature operation
ITM. Steele Heemfar
at the &, M Thon ves a marine lieutenante I have the tapes[Fhere was a third man, not
F’

imown to hims' That day I also got wind of a coming Carrison insanity with which he
intended o iLark the 10th anniversary of the assassination and in time and with some
effort wac able to.prevent it. That day also I initiated two indepex?.dent investigations
of the so-called "tramp" pictures the faiof one of which is the plcture that goes with

The 4*/
the rlieteh in the kKing cases So I recall well enoughe
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When I left N.O.I knew how to reach Rushe

Long; before this I held the opinion of Turner I have since seen in FBI records.
Whether or not he was as he later claimed, & black bag operator for the FEI,he is the cne
former SA of whom I know I can easily believe was fired for both incompetence and
character flawse As an investigator he is incompetent. As a writer he is a heavy-handed
plagiarist who adds only error to the work of others, which is readily identifiable,

What this incompetent had not dome was so siuple I asked a subject expert, Faul
Hoch, to interview Rush. Hoch had never interviewed anyone and was uneasy about it
but he did see Rush and learned that Turner's interview consisted of boasting how great
an investigator he was and not asking anythinge 4s I recall, and I'm not d:l.ga.ng out
old records, he told Hoch that he had made no still for fhimself but that he had
dup.‘l..:.cated the¥film before Wo

The date of this Branigan memo'coincides exactly with my recollection of that trip
because I left Los Angeles for New Orleans on election day, &:Lng voted by absentee
ballot much earlier, (Because I was in association with thdse on whom I know the FBI has
records I'm surprised that neither the Sen Francisco nor Los Angeles nor San Diego nor
Q.uy other field office has provided any relevant records in response to my PA requests.
I made numerous appearances of the kind that have interested the FEI, even on radio and
TV| ;in Dallas, v-thich has provided no records relating to thems Some were quite critical of
the FBI's work as reflected in my CeA.75-226, which is past oral argument before the
appeals court this trip for it.)

This 11/8/68 memo adso reflects the existence of other relevant records not provided.
If they are not ithhay should be they have to include San Fransciso records. If
ﬂranigan made any other record of the call from San Francisco I have not seen it in either
of the FBIHQ files. c

The meniion earlier of the person Oswald phoned at WDSU is in his addreasbook, p%
as Burns Rottman, 5_23%0‘53.1 believe it is Vern, nor Burnse I believe that was got the

WDSU numbers

_%m..r&m ;
The addressbook is in facsimile '501 16, Exhibit 18, ppe 37 ff.
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lany interecsting entries. Like micro dots on 16HS3, Communist and Trotskyite names
and addmsaeﬁ,l‘é:;%zi party leaders outside the south. The phone and license number
of 54 Hosty, originally withheld by the FBI on the ground that it lmew Hosty, is on 64.
fan entry on 67 would have led °"‘“Tf the side door of the building in which Ronnie “aire
had his office at that time and where Oswald applied for a job, according to the Commission.
The "David Crawford" on this page is actually David cmuar.%ﬁmd it to me. These
minor deviations characterize Oswald's entriess
Yo o adk to e widilsTiing velsbling b Bukie ¥ilns, if there was a legitimaacy /
should have fmomn
to any claim of a confidential source then had had copies of the mowie made
there, Some’:t{lso Jjust might have had reason to be interested in my mailing of a package
that looked like it could .hold a mll’ of film. A source at WDSU or inside a narrow
area of the Carrison oflice, the small one in which Comstock was, could have known. Or
the disappearance in the mail could have been accidental
In any event, unlike many of my appeals, which are in the interest of the historical
record and.‘ of no personal intereat to me in my work, this entire matter is of both
ci\mra.cters, important in my work from the first and to a complete and accurate historical
r;coni. ' 4
, My intent to restrict myself to the responsible and non~conjectural in this area
chal all m followed & decision I had to make in early 1966, After sitting on the
%ﬁﬂm a major publisher wrote me that if I would do some rewriting around
what begins on page 138 line 4 it would be an extraordinarily important work they would be
glad to publishe Doing this required that I charge the Government with conspiracy. ‘I wes
not prepared to do that for wealth or fame and instead at that point decided to bring the
book out myself, the first book, which then existed in a limited and copyrighted editiona
In connection with that citation I also had written that Oswald's carcor inMew
Orleans was consistent with what in intelligence is called establishing a cover.
Bak oF Siils satebitniiag of & cowen v W AENGHINES Rod Telatad operations end

the attention he was able to draw to them, The official investigation and the records I've

been provided do not include most of his lmown operations and no basis for such entries
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in the addressbook as Rotiman of all the people at WDSU (incidentl.y. the right one and
not one who appeared on the tube) and Chandler at the newspapers
L have twrmed up many other swch picketings by Oswald, all designed to attract
the attention of the Bringuiers and others of that anti-Castro bent, My sources included
the FLI's Bomes,,:;ﬂt the F5I's records do not include what they told me. If the
information remained in New.Orleans it is not in the records provided. If the FBI ignored
it that would appear to be quite unusual, there was that much of it.% in the
same general area, near Bringuier's place, ,There wasfl no one more certain to rise to that
bait than El Estupides Bringuiers
‘Hot long after Oswald got this attention and the proofs of it to take witk him
he was off for Mexico and Vthe mysteries about it that the FBI and CIA perpetuate by
their withholdings under "ational sccurity" cpeims [Mere hao baen mo ref mic o Wy ‘f/‘“ ﬁ
" A tragic event not in the files relates to one Brian Ampolsk, of whom there is
scant mention, Shortly after his experience with Oswald he was sent to an assylum,
His father told me he was just out of it about the time of the Branigan memo so even
though I knew where Brian was and was working I did not seek to interview hime. The
father connected his flipping out and his Oswald experience,
~ The FBI's failure to make unequivocal m@!ocnse, that it does not have copies of the
Do;lc end (John) lMartin (Minneapolis) films of Oswald being arrested in New Orleans
during the incident he provoked with Bringuier while providing copies of records stating what
can't be believed, that there was no interest in these films, plus its failure to offer
the films to the Commission or even inform it of Martin and his film, all are relevant
and tend to suggest motive for withholding. My Doyle end Martin requests are more than a
decade old.
Any new view of Oswald, which is in the Martin film, and any possibility of an
associate, wh:Lch can be in both films, obviously had some value, Considering all the ‘&1‘4

Undane STuff '/‘
junk and all the pursuit of by the FBL ignoring any photographs of or

relating to Oswald is suspect, if they were ignored.
=)

With Rush anfinformant this becomes uuch more provocative. I belicve the entire

mattor chould be mfearched. without limit to the Oswald and assassination file designa—
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tionse It should ineclude 134 files, 80 and 67 and any other possible Orwellian number
or captions

Coverin
What makes this cven more provocutive is checkding the worksheet the other

file, 62-109060, for copy of this Branigan memo. period is Section 163,

It begins with 9/26/68, the next Section with 11/25/68. There is but a single entry for
the date 11/8/68, andqc:zx;raniently it is for a Branigan to Sullivan memo of a single
page. Ondy in B%yngg'it'uis withheld entirely under 7D claim,

Assuning the obvious, the withholding is 100% wnjustificd end 100% unjustifiables

Assuming what else is obvious, this is not an accident but is delibernte withholding
of what can be embarrassing to the FEBI,

If the POIA procewsors were without subject mattor knowledge and if they did not
exercise due diligence am.i‘ did not process in good faith the most examination of the record
mimeefl itself discloces then could have been withheld is that Rush was an informant. There
is reasonably segregable information and it is relevanta

There is much junk made available by the FII about Oswald in New Orleans and there
is much that tﬁ;ﬁcovers 'uhat io not junk that the FOI has not disclomed about his
career there. A major part relates to his manufacture of a pro-Castro record, part of
whieh is this getting of public attention, which is consistent with establishing
a cover and uothjng else,

A major search remains to be made, and not limited to the NO ¥O records not searched.

In FUING there are many Dranignan to Sullivan memos relating to this part of Oswald's

carcer. Any :WFOIA requests I saw so long ago I do not recall thems Bo%ﬁr,

nade and sent them .
recently I mad quite a stdck of them mlaﬂngmm. (4%t the time of his

initial requests he was still in grad.ua.-ti ?'(:‘l'}o%;)‘“"’" "o mo
If you wonder about the 134 number i¥% appe. belou the list of the names of those to

whom copies were sent and to whose files search should be extended: 134-17762



e

appearing in his film, the previously mentioned Neeley,

She worked with the previously mentioned Core, who was quite upset over what Oswald
had done, believing it reflected badly on the I, '

Whether or not she did, Nefley could have provided the account available from Core
and not in any records I've secn,

What I've referred to as the least may be that, Only a rea1 search, with due
dilig:s;ge}?‘or out=of=the-way filing, can determine,

There is also what clsc Rush may have gaid in S:n Era.ncisco. vhether or not it
may be elcewhere at FBETHQ. I believe it should be provideq as part of the histordical
record,
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