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i, This memorandum ia fo7 your icformation oaly.

2. n the afternoon of 24 April 1967, the Federdl Bureau of
Iavestigation advised this Office of claimed Agency affiliation'by a
fugitive witness in the Mew Jrleans iavestigatioa icto a conspiracy o
assassinate the late Fresidept. Accordiag to the FEI informatioa,
received irom a news media source, Sordoa Dwane liovel, tha
fagitive witness, had indicated he is currently employs2 by the CIA
and the alleged burglary of a musnitions buaker at Houma, Louisiana,
in 1961, involved CIA and was not 2 burglary. According to Novel,
the Schlumberger Well Service had an arrangemeat with CLA wherain
it leased 2 bunker in which ammuniticn, bomb casings and other
material would be stored for CL&. According to Novel, it was
intended to ship the material out of the U.S. in Schlumberger boxes
labeled "machinery’’. Again according to Movel, following the Bay
of Pigs invasion, the Schlumberger interests became upset and
wanted out of their contract with CLA. Three mosths aiter the
invasion, states Novel, arrangements were made for the materizal
stored iz the bunker to te removed by MNovel and his group. At tha
time the material was removed, he states, an individeal iavolvad
also took some of Schlumberger's low prade powder and fuses and
other material, Novel has reportedly supplied someone with the
names of the others involved with the bturglary. He specificially
told the media source that he and one Arcacha Smith are still
employed by CIA and that should e Le returned to New Crleana
to face charges of burglary of the beakxer, be would oifer this as his
defense.

3. The following day, 25 April, 2 story in the New Crleans
States Item charged there is mountizg evicence of Central Iotelli-
gence Agency links in District Attoraey Garrison's presidential
assassination conspiracy probe, ncting that at least one figure in



the case intends to use nis CIA coanections as paxt of his d=fenze

aa¢ that "still others linked to the Garrison invesatization have been
named as acting for the super-secret espionage orzanization--a3a
informers, 25 couriers and rmuecitions carriers'. It named Novel as
having the strongest ties to CIa,. and c_\mtes him s calling the allegad
tunker burglary =s “the most satriotic curglary in history". He
reportedly has told associates, states the newa i’tem, that the allaged

thaft was a war materiala pickup made at the direction of his CIA -:sfaﬁ-‘\\"";'.}'
contact. According to Movel, the late Davia\y liam Ferrig, and flt-'_:,_,._"Hl“ g

others were involved in the bunker incideat. 73 ‘ad that the
explosives were picked up and consalidated sooa after the bunker
incident and eventually taken by boal to Cuba for use in a diversioazxxy
operatioa in connection with the Zzy of Figs iavasion. (This statemant
conflicts with Novel's reported stalsmmentto the FEI's media sourcs,
paragragh one above, which dates the bunker theft 2a three months
aiter the Bay of Figs. District Attorney Garrison also has ckharged
the bunker incident took rlace thrae rnonths after the Cuban invasion.)
The newspaper also quotes Novel a3 conteading that he operatad tha
Evergreen Advertising Agency in ew Orleans as a front for CIA
communications in an elaborate use of commercials to alert agenta

to the date of the Bay of Figs invasioa.

4. MNovel, zccording to the press report, has said "I thizk
Garrison will expose some CLa aparztiona in Louisiana'’, but did not
elaborate. His a‘tormey, however, would appear ta place little faith
in Novel's claims., Ina Columbus, Dhio, interview, Jerry Weiner,
attorney for Novel, when told of the press regorts of Movel's state-
ments, eaid:; "It's utterly ridiculsus. Noveal is not now and has never

been a CIA agent."”

5. There is no record of any utilization £ Cordon Dwane Novel,

Sergio V. Arcacha Smith, or the Evergresmnddyertisiag Agedcy. {In
addition to Office of Security recCowta,—i S RIDTand Cl Staff
were checked for possible indication of operatipnal involvemesnt. )

6. Inquiries with i /Cuba, the Office of Logistics, and
several Agency officers involved with munitions storage in the New
sleans area at the time of the 3ay of Pigs fail to develop any
indication of past oparational activity of the pature descrited by Novel.
Officers who handled project munitions storage ia the area bhave indi-

cated that 21l the munitions were stored 2t a reactivated INaval depct
i :



and completely under Agancy control. Munitions ia trazait wers
gearded, aad there is 0o knowledgo of utilization of commercial
storage facllities of the Schlumberger interesia or any other

commercial fizm. [ ' -

7. Az noted above, Novel haa claimed to the press that the
munitiona irom the buaker were to Le used S7 a diversionary _
operatlon at the time of the Ray of Cigs., Agency officers familiar
with the oper?.tiog._ at !hel SR S

o - have indicated that such @ '¢iversiznaTy opera-
tton was based at| 77, bat that the operation was cancelled
before a landing was made, Any number of participating Cubans
would b= awaze suck a diversiomary operaticn was planned.

. 4, The CI Staff, in a detailed stalf study of the Garrisca
investigation, has notespast CLA cortact ith only two [igures named
in the inquiry, Clay I\ Shaw and Carlow/Bringsier, in beth cases the
contact was limitad ts Dameastic Ceatacst'Sarvice activitiea. Tha
study specifically notes there hase been nc cocumented Agency
atilization of Movel, Ferrie or Arcacha Smith, those named by ovel
in his statements to the press about the bunker incidert.

9. During the course of our inquiries icto Navel'a charges,
one tepaous link was developed which conceivably could be exploited
and distorted in attemmzts to link this Agency with lovel and others.

Ar interlinking with a personality reportedly from Ramparts Magazine
might also indicate a connection between Novel's charzes and the con-
carted eiforts of some to smear the Agency. This situation is
described in an attachment to this memerandum. ;
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