Conversation with Yohn Urewdson  COMFIDERTIAL o 10/4/75

In the midst of the last-minute Post Mortem chaos Crewdson phoned this afternoon,
Thie zeo is written while Lil does some retyoing and can't cover the hour and a half
we talied, Although he did not say so, I believe it was at “artin Waldron's sug-
gestion. Orewdson is working on what suberficially is a legit news story:

While both the CIA and FBI never trusted Nosenko, they never told the Commission.

His sources are Ahgltean and Sullivan, ie regards them as of different political
views. I suggested he consider politieal needs rather than views and they share these.

Hde also says he has mmywis never seen FBI people as scared as they are now and
attributes it to the fact that the Oswald note was destroyed by Hosty, who was told
by Shanklin, who was told by Yoore, who had Hoover explode all over him and order
the destruction. All in existing affidavits. I had told him to begin with that the
statements would be restricted and when he completed the story I said they were. e
believes the official account (he says buth were in the one note) and I said I don't
but would not tell him why.

I told hin there could be fear of this alone but the greater £fear is of the
vhole thing vouwing apart. (He thines it will in a year.)

Crewdson seems to have some belief that LEO worked for the Rusaians, But he
also has interest in how he learned Russian in the eilitary. Bé theorigzed that it
was for NHA's monitorins and because of his knowledge of elencifimics. I siggested
that a man with as little comioand of his mother tongue and less of Ruseian was not
a likely selection. de agreed.

“e does seem persu.ded that his sources are sincere. I assured him their beliefs
gnd neecy alons apsured thie but that did not make it Tuotual. That “osenko risked
his life with what he asaid.

C. is familiar with the two FBI reports only. Bt I did tell him I'm worlking
on this and have been,am suing for what I am mure will include it, bave asked the
CIA for other duclassification and baen stonewalled, and that I have found no
paper reflecting that the CTA gave the Comrdssion anything on Nosenko,

He seems not to have gotten my hint about political needs and I rafusmsd
refused to tell him what I'm geing to be writing about sad have varily writcen. I
did tell him of the booka for which.

Cne posaible interpretation is that the agencies are aganin feedin: the stuff that
the Ruseians (not this time the Cubana) wern responsible for the assaseination. LHO
being the 1) killer and 2) a Russisn agent of some kind. With Nosemico lying.

What ig in his mind and what he is worwing on can meke headlines but not Yact.

]
Be also didn t get the hint when I +old him that CIA lieison with the Coi-
mission was under“Angleton, with “elms figuring in some. If Angleton hed suspcions
about losenko,, unless he knew the Conriscion was not goin: to touch it, why not
let them kmow his suspicions?

“y impresaion is that he yearms for this story and not for devil's advocacy,
which could kill his story.

We talied of other things. His Waterhate/Mexico understanding andinterests are
limited to Ugarrio. I toli hin he was chasing the wrong spoor when he was looking
for sugar money. “e'd forgotten this. He did say he had Virgipio Gonzalez working
on it. This is the name of the man wio sigued the ¥ohnny Hoier af?icawit.



"y nind roturned to this when kil started doing some retyping and I recalled
Torgetting to tell him that for all those years the story was not leaked. Not until
Cordon Shanklin retired., I called back. “e was not there, I left lirdted word, in-
cluding this and my believe I know who did the leaking and why.

He says thay now have affidavits from some 40 FBI a enta, which doss indicate
a sarious efrort. (He callad it iavestization. I think covorup.) Wili Huover dead
that part is all explained. His account is that when “oover learned he really
erupted apd orderod the destruction, Haybb. Buf it would have bsen a lot safer, if
the letter had not besn logzed, as apareatly it had not been, to have it flown to
Washinston and not had all these people who were going to outlive Souver and could
talk later.

Ye rambled into much but this is the eesence {as hours later I recall it) of
what he had to say about these agencies, Oswald and that lotter.



