Dear Jim, Post as propagandist-what today's newest leuk cam mean to us 11/26/76

While 1've beum expecting more of tals kind of Goebbels operatiom today's story
is mot what I expected. I've sot evem filed ths file I started 11/13 when wa wers in
Stesveas goilt.

I doa't lciow what the story really ssys. 1t is too early for the paper.

First 1 heard a very brief account a little after 3, whem I awakemed and went back
to sleep, When I swakened again about 5 aud did get up I heard am item a little losger,
by coimcidence the first item om waidng, The second ome says that the Cl.'s slectromic
surveilisnce caught LHO of lerisg the lussiam isformationm iz returm for & trip to Russia.

Thoze Foat regorters asd editors sure ars the keemsst! Thay ssik all the asarching
questions, reasom solidly and are determinme. mot ¥x to be had agaim, aa they were om the
11/13 story. So the double—check, consult depesdsble sources, etc, Lils Kesler told me,
they're mot proud of the 11/13 gulliag.

S0 when he weat to Fe:ilco to make a desl with the Russiam to get to Rumaiam Oswald
wanted to go by way of Cuba, serhapa the osly plece in the westsra world frow which it
wag hard to get to Russia?

What priceless i:forigtion he had! All the darkest secrets he lsarned while greasing
coffee machines. Until bhe graduated to éstensible umemployment, -am't you imagine the
secrets e lsarmed in daytine prowliag of the area of Cumal amd Caup im H.Ua? The
Hussikies were crazy mot to accept that offer, weren't they?

o womder the Poet weut with the story. Or that Kesler, ia his lack of pride im his
sheet, had Volume 26 opemed to CE 2952 whemr ke phomcd z6 the other might, the Hoover letter
that suys the most diligeat FBI iavestigatiom disclosedmot evem au indirect LEO intel—
ligence courection or political ocme 1th the Cubasa of their frienda.

Kasler, by the way, is a syathetic would-be old-time resorter who will de asythinmg
for what ke coaslders 2 scoop. “s dows mot give a dumm is he can get it printed and he
bas told me that im ths sast. “e wants to do imvestigative reporting, Hemember the rottem
thing he did with “arpsr om RFL aad what he would mot use amd the retractiom the Posgt
<ould mot primt whem he obviously said what Larser could mot have said?

Um the face this is a2 umreascmable, illogical story. There is mo way if it wers
legitizets that the Russises would mot have said this at or shortly after the time of the
crime, wham the world bad cooled gome. It would for them have eaded onrce and for 21l the
U3, particulerly the CIA offort, to make It look like the Russisns wers bekind it, what
scared the hell out of LBJ, with CIA help-read FPhillipe.

“hether the CIA would have kept its silemce is mot as certaim but I ¢ ink it walikely,
idven their political i:terests of the time. Thers was also the great risk is mot telling
botk the FAI amd the Comudsciom, certaimly Johssom. LAJ was worried about pecple thinking
be was behind it. He and Russell had a discussiom alomg this lime. Russsll told hic sus—
pciona would mever emnd.

I 4o mot belleve it iz likely that this secret would have beem kept, It is a fake,
even il' they come up with the iatercept ia LHO's voice. Kemeber, I have this co-ered
several ways with the CIA- with aam all-isclusive request amd with a separate ome that I
then wrote further about wheu CIA tried to igmore it, saying it was because I did mot wanmt
to wait uatil sowe time is the remote future whem they complete whet-ver they call a
review of 2ll their records. 0 instead they modkhs lsater lwak it to the wmcritical Post]

On widch “esler tells me he alome is wow as:igaed ta the JFK story.

Tre first suck lesk comviaced as that the time 1s mow for filing for damages from
son~couplisnce. I keow the guestion is time, ism it im wita their destruction that is
up—coning

These two leaks withim a fortnight should be of kelp bafore Uresen wad Kobiasom, im
different ways. “efore Robirson om the question of security claseification, observasce
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and gemuiseness; before Greem oa the probabilities of what she has doae to me, which we
can*t do that way directly but cam im terms of what the govermment does amd its cost to

me and to the coumiry.

Tais is ome of the more brageam propagania operatioms. I fess there is no slsment of
the sress that will either say so or svam look imto it. Mo was uswilliag for the Times

to do it with tae so-called Hoover memo. That is, he did mot see them doing it whem I told
kim there is such a story and how obvious it is and easy to get the proof,

It is fascimating that all this is leaked to the Fost. Whether it has a special
position of the mpooks thisk the Times will be morw critical I've mot stopped to thisk
about, That it hapzems after my fairly stromg complaint to Xaty Grakam, ome that a deceat
publisher would be askin. some questioms a out, alsc is iateresting because I've heard
from nome of them,

Sidebar: durisg the briadcast to Schmectady forday might, to a show with a thought-
ful moderator, he arramged it first so that Howard amd I could talk during cammed com=—
mercials and the mews ami them so Dob Saltsmas could joim ua aud mot be aired, for about
10 minutes durims the mews. Saltzmss said that he amd Howard' Simoms, Post managing
editor, went to the same college at differemt times, that he had am article in the
alimni nagezise, that Simors read it snd imvited him dowa. The be rspeated soon. Wiea
he got there he was ushed iato the sxecutive suite, mear of mext to “raham's office, isto
a fanoy conference room. 4ll the editors were there to meet with him, I thiak he said from
the morming to about ome. He did mame sos#. I recell Pradlee and Simoms. They have all
this iaterest asd doa t talk to us? is 1 remember it Siltzmen szid he wrots about computere
ized iaformation ntrhn.l on the JFK assassication asd its possibilitics, what ke has
proposed to the aew louse committee, (I cautiomed him about the past iam the garbage-
piles of the mimd on this.)

I could coajecture esdlessly on midtive, on !nt soneone hopss to accomslish by all
of thig, The correlatiom with the mnev comcittes caa 't be igmored, Heither leak seems
desigmed to deter comtimuatioa of the committes. it cam be argued that either, mores both,
will be powsrful reasom for the louse coatimuiag the comxittes, iz turm thia Buods what
one ordisarily would mot expect, that the spooks waat the comuittse continued. I'm mot

going iato this because lomg ago I said that with the Downlngs amd Gomzalezes, later
Fauntroys in charge the spooks can use this once amd for all to cleanse theuselves, as
with sewsr draisiage. I'm sayiag it Lecause it is the fact., If aloagy the Schweiker line,
which mesns ultimate spook exculpatiom.

It hurts a0 pxm ageacy mov to confess that some wnderlimg failed in hls obligmtioms.
1 cam gee CIA throwiag Helmas into the meatgrinder, the FBI tioss who wers ia Soover's
diafavor.

I as saying that both ageacies have much to hide and this leads away from what they

wiunt to hide, There cam, ultimately, be a followwp oz tkis, back to sguare oue, that
LED was iratioaal. (f courss he hal Mo secrets and thus could not have made such a deal.

Cae can even see thst this could be simed at detente smd reduced military expezdtiures.

fat it certaisly is simed at the preseant situation and it certaialy does estabilsh
danage to me with my FOIA re quests of both agemcies coverisg all and for lo dong having
been entirely igmored.

I wrote the f before daylight, before the paper came. i is here atout 7.
1 got it asd sure enough (I've mot yet read it) there is Rom Hesler's Ly-lime om page 1.
I turmed the TV om to pick the early mews up. I get CBS from “sltimore mow that WTOP
tapes it and sirves t1 am hour latar. Iswiiched from chumnsl to chasnel at the opsniag
and learmed that ABC has Agee live from Londom later im the hoyr, so I'll have to smomitor
it for the comiag hour. The lead mews item from Washongtom om CBS atiributes this to
Paillipes via AP, with memtiom of the Fost. So Ig gueas iastaat asalysis ia still posaible.
ADC carried the item attxihuiud to the Post omly. +e'll see if auyome ssiks why ‘hillips
waited so lomg to speak out amd how thds fits his "€efemse" of the CIAi,



i e A b 8 S L 44

FOIA again: you realize that the CIA is supposed to have complied with my requests
about a yesr ago,ziviag me what is supposed to be all the Hexico stuff, without any
record imdicatimg any such thing and with much from hillips of an entirely differsmt
nature, ome inconsistent with hic silesce on thds, omo im which his mawe is in every
case musked. “eusmber uy relersmces to the script for a Sevea Vays im November? That my
stuff, 1 think I guve you a2 set of those vhen I had them duplicated. They begzin with the
sumbsr 1 in their original nuzberiag aystem, now superceded, Howsver, tidis is what
they zave the Hockefellsr Comcdismion, o thers 1s a hell of = atory iz that quite
separatsly - that the secomd Presicestial commissiom had nll these leads im the
area of its mandzte and did mothing.

Aftes dgee - with kim oa a live hookup David Hartmsms and Steve Bell asked omly
polated, antagomistic questions designed to sugzest to listemers that he was a KGB or
other ageat but moe ome question about tiis morzimg's p. 1 story :'hn §is book, to which
they refer, says he was assigned to “exico City whem ia tue CIA. Great reporting there, too!

I've resd the Post story., There is much wromg with it. If I kave tize before the mail
With what else L waat to do I'1ll add i%, otherwisw I'dd do that later and separately,

The AP did mot see fit to isclude this story ia its B wire from our local paper,
wideh gvasrally priats all 4t srovides om tids subject. _

Hot a leadiag zewe item om wcomd half NBC's today Shywe Baut they are haviag a
sogment on how you cam determine you cat's samity. Cate belsg sors inportzat tham
governmsat, mewspapers and people in both.

Ne —;ﬁn ia the 10 minutes of sews that followed, It vound up with a repaat oa

Concorde from last evemiug's met TV unews.
el Lomnie, who iz about to be eased out - says today may be his lact - will watch for
wire copy to the degree he is abls to,

k“fwtﬂlmhd-htmm:htrutﬂd.whumthmaam:
the tape asd edit the tramscript if it kad mo LHL comxection? Why would Kessler mot ask?

¥Ry does he avoid sayiag that ‘hillipe was statoom chief at the time of tis
emsassination and begimming almost imnedixtsly after tae alleged latercept?

I recall mo suck tramscript im the WC's files. Haybe it is gtill withheld, Why
doss Hessler mot go iuto thie? It would strengthen his story becauss ke would find thet
it is wikhheld at the CIi's request. Frobebly with a claim to "mational sscurity” or
"irntellizence sources” after the fact of these interceptions iz pblic sad my FOIA
request for them. Loag after,

Caly o irvatiomsl mex would have phored the Fusaian Eubagay in advamcs with am
otrorlmtiawh-hoaﬂdhnnlhdh. 25 ke did, and them huve made the offer,
Eaybe tlls accounts for the allsged desiruction of the tape.

¥Koasler asked me, whem he phomad, HItWtDmlemdhuhunmnmt.

I said I did aot kmow but that the CIA's affort to rrevant the serious Fexicam police
harrassuent of her could be takem to isdicte this., ‘ad that all her conmections were left,
His intorview ddnwtﬂutoﬁnnﬂiemm.ﬁutitmhhﬂmv-tmm

ke was aa of the revolutiom,

mﬂ'&-mmmmrorm

8y msatiom Ehat the FEI was im on tids ia MeCy from the first om the assassination
itsslf, Its legal attache was stationed ia the same station, both in USEmbassy.

numaquchmu-hmn.mnhnhmmlmmummt
thds was 2ot “elin s area and asked Lf he knew whose it was. fe sald Slawsom. I sdied
calmnndhuﬂm.&obdo-mthhm-wquh either Coleman or Slawsos asd
quote Belis iz a deliberate lie, As head of the Hociefeller Commission Uelim saw the C 4's
Mexico City cable and related comsumicatioms, 42 has alnca asked ths CIA for them, I kave
ohthhs.:iobothvmhohmith:lu'thtth-cnd.i.dnnttoll the Warrea
Gmmudmnpnfmnmumuu.mmnmnmmwhm
Jswald axd Cubga intelligemce ageats.” This is the "D" ot Alvaredo "garte story asd is im
the commission s files as it is in the CIA's rlease to Selia, mem, and I'msure othsrs.

Seknd.l:nraholiod.m.uamtamthuﬂtdhsmthﬂ,ifth
alleged comtents were mot. Hustdly,



