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IONS' in.Dallai, an Houston... 
- -; • -,,,,,SgafflutplitsiF...;--,". - 	decided that one -way . 

• . to find out was to hold a con-- 
....5ference call, make upasome-

- • .Tharse=ber -some_ thing outlandish and-then ... 	• 
-.people .beneve vas' 1r Tay-. -..keep our respective mouths' 
:a1111.0dseavIsationolLee'llarv- : hut while we wa)ted to see 

.0y-eitherthe.T.BI ..4that might happen. 
'cOrAfir121A-.fibetiumIteiliits';' •,.;•alifter more than. 11 years, 

been mentiOned in manyiaxii-:::;if is :hard to recall exact 
es.antitOldra'and in TM 
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 well be on 
even 4-L1tape in some archive or file. . 

• -Iiie440ence of `proolo 1 WM-recall orparaphrase 
-flat 	...was -.a -govern-4177'the Conversation- to the best 

• sgettOduring ra'pro--Vid inkabilitf; 	 - ' 
gram -broadcast IfY ABC. 	The..phone • rang on MY 
Thursday Tight in the asps- .deskarthe Houston Post. 

'Illnation of-President John T. Bill, Hugh . and I exchanged 
...Kennedy. 	 • 	greetings. There /may have 

One of the ..participanta.in ljen a fourth person, another 
. the-talk show,. which -includ- ..reporter, Won the call. But I 

	

eamedlan--DIck •Gregory, -• can't Tenieniber far-sure. 	' 
said -had spent. 11 years 	' After the exchange of • 
"researching" the assassins-, ,pleasantries, BU1 -asked me.- 

	

- • tion and used- good old 5-172 -somethinglike "UMW, 	 
as proof. that Oswald was an you 'remember What Olk- '- 
agent- - 	

PAYS011 number. 
Although -it Is embarrass- was?" 

ing to 'divulge; 5-172 never '.1..answerea "I think itatIts 
existed. I made 1t.up. 	 . • 

Actually,41zereweritthree :...f.ither.BIH or Hugh then 
of us who- made up' the-num- interjected 'could it ' have 

• her. The others-included Bill ,--.heen 9-1792t 
•Alk.randerr;who, at The 4ime 	1 • Temembei insisting • that 

• of -Ile assassijnitloti, Vas an,sirthe. dumber waaS-172: We all-'assistant dlstrict,attorney in  'agreed _cat 4bat-aumber .and 
Dallas Coliati,. /eau; /and , -ended the ebnietaation. 
Hugh Aynesworth.. 	- 	.30 minutes,-a 

• Ayneswortia *its 11-teporti '- :•liaired man-who-showed me 
• er for The:Delay Monling 	-F13).;identificatIon- was 

News4BetOetaritecame.A.Attling..__ 	stiny.dpak,ile.-asked 
• - bureau-minagerior_llew? me If If I had heard. about any • 
, • •sweek and,ismiv.a. freelance .Ti-inoors that :Oswald had a 

	

- 	writer. ••.`;;Ir.,-':. ". 	" • -rgoverninent -payroll number. 
- We thought ..vie:bac1.--.godclthen assured me that the -.

reason to-Midge-up theount- ;number. wasn't an FBI  
her when we did • it. • 	. -.1.00 number.' 	• 	• 	• 

Aleatioder_Awe.* 
tion's 415p:-Tifne -icutori•:wheiiNirliat'lltecititalkilking -about: 
he was with 1-District -Atty,.• .. He_left...-Sirnilar scenes were 
Henry Wide, and •AYnes- -;taking place in the office-or 
worth and l• figured someone Alexander and Aynesworth. 
was tapping :our respective =. A few weeks later- some-
office and home telephones .,one in the FBI headquarters 
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bad put,tbe matter Joint' 
•Terspedive. Long 

jro:ePertheAtauen Commission 
„report wiz  completed, it let 
-the -FBI-know the true 

that-the number 
. been fabricated to determine 
-what.ageneyaras.tappinl,ua. 

iterna lion and 
subsequent.....embarrassineat, 
the FBI agedts attributed my 
source for the timber fis a 
deputy sheriff who was a 

- dose friend. They apparently 
'deduced that he 	to be the 
sourer;.They didn't want to 
tell their bosi, J. Edgar-Hoo-
vet-, that the 'FBI had been 
had. 	• 	• 	. 
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int/OW/et in'the comPlex:and 
iriteic.sagii-1 the assasaina. 
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ii*ashlrigtob 'obviously 
leaked the story to a nation-
ally syndicated columnist. 
' -The columnist quoted FBI.' 
sources as denying the report 
of the payroll number. .In 
other words, they were isstr-

ing ,a denial to a story that!. 
had yet to he circulated:te 

-published by the people who 
fabricaited.it. 	. 

After the column 	' 
. .peared, 1.-wrote a story which 
asked Whether-  Oswald was 

-indeed a atoll pigeon. for a 
federal agency — the _FBI or 
CIA. I Offered no proof. I just 
specualted and asked the-
question., 

To this date, I. have no per-
sonal knowledge, that he was _ 
or wasn't a double. agent. 
have only my suspicions. 

Nor do I blame the FBI for • 
listening in on my conversa- 


