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TC: M. Howeed P, Willens

Lt Leray B, Habopt, Jr,
Bort W, Guifrin

SUBJNCE:  Jlivutea of Stspr Meoting of landur, February 24, 1584,

A meeting of the legal staff was convened at approximatoely
9145 P,M, Mr, Chicel Justice Warron presided, All staff menbors were
present with the exeeption of Mr, Lisbeler, Mr, Shaffer, Mr, Adamg
and Lr, Coleman, -

The Chdel Justice opened the meeting by recuphned sdng the
very grest linportanes whieh he placed upon abisolule seaurity of the
proceadings and pavers of the Cenmission, and the necessity of allouing
no leals to-the press, He read in its entirety an article by Mo, Antrowy
Lewis, published in the New York Times of Saturday, Februnwy 22, Thia
article reported, in part, that Robort Oswald had told the Compdlsaion
in his testimony thst he believed that his brother, Lee Oswald, may avo
bzen an agent of the Soviet UnZon, The artiele recited that, Lir. [sbord
Oswald was particularly concerned beeauss hin brother's hair had
apparently thirmmed and chunged texture during his stey in Russia, Chiafl
Justice Warren assured the gtaff’ that he was not suggesting that thiz
information eamz fronm eny stalf penbir, However, he strezsed that the
Information could only have been obtalred from Robert Oswald, his attorney,
or sancone who had sccess to Robert Oswald's testimony before the Commicsing,
Chief Justice Vorren ewphasized fragmeris of Informaticn cush as this ware
the ldnd thet might readily be selzed upen by extremist elements in {he
Uniied Statos to whip up publie sentiment and produce Toreipn poliecy
changes unwarranted by Lhe facls,

Tuercufter, the gtuff members discuszed possible leaks to
Anthony Lewis, It wos observed that cn Monday, Februacy 24, members of
the Press had been pemitted to gain entronce to the hallway on the fourth
Tloor of the VY Bullding which the staff offices cpen on to, The Chiaf
Justice stated that herealter all meabers of the Press would be required
to ramain on the firgt floor and that a Press NMoom was available o themn,

Mr, Jenner informed the stoff that on Friday evening, Februnty
21, he, Mr, Allen Dulles, Robert Oawald and Mr., Qswald's atiorney had
dined together at Hocate's Restaurant, Mr, Jewner staled thet the subjeet
matler whieh apneared in the Lewla orticle had coma un during the dinner
table converzabion and that it is coneatvable that a person scnted at @
nearby table could have overhsard the canverantion, Ho alan stated that
Hre Omwold and his atiorney informed him when the dlunee ended, that thoy
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intended to vielti the Lincoln Meworlal thot nisht, Me, Jenner suggnesied
thal 1t woz ponsible thatl they nidght aceln have disecussed Lee Oswald's
posalble role a#s a Soviel Agent during their eab rida to the Linzoln
pfernrial,  Mp, Elsenberg mentionsd that he, M, Slawson and kMr, Grifiin

hod mat Anthony Lewis near the elevator In the VFV Building on the fivst
flocr as they wore returning from lunch on Friday, February 21, At

that time, M, Lewils remarked that he believed that the tight security
whieh the Commlsalon was tryiug to impose could not be maintained szince

so meny parsona ware privy to the information of the Commlssion, Shortly
thereafter, Mr, Fisenberg informed Me, Redlich that he believed lewla's
remarls moy hoave had reference Lo a2 specifie leak which had alrveady ocoured
or yhich was about to occur, Mr, Willang mentioned thet on Thursdoy zfler-
noon, Anthony Lewis had attenpted to telephone Mr, Jemner at the Cosmission,
but was unable to reach him, Mr, Jenner remorked that he had had no cormu-
nication with Mr, Lewls of any sort.

Mr, Jenner questioned the wisdom Qf releasing coples of testi-
mony to witndoses or their wttorneys. Mr, Jenner mentioned the high price
which Mr, Ran¥in indicated was being offlered for information relating to
the Commlssion's work and the nossibility which had already arisen that
cortain testimony had involved perjury. He advised that witnesses end
their attorneys should ba allowed only to examine copies of their testi-
mony in the offieces of the Commisaion,

Mr, Belln stated that he believed denial of access to a Comalssion
transeript might be o violation of .the witnesses' Constitutional righis.

Mr, Jenner end othera disagreed.

My, Hubert suggested that teatimony for the Conmission be
treated slmilarly to grand jury testimony in his jurisdiction in Iouisiuna,
where no itranseripts of testimony are mede available to witnesses or the
public, He alsa recommended that, elfther as parl of the ocath or by
requeat of the Commission, witnesses be advised not to discuss their
testimony with members of the press prior to lhe release of the Commission's
report, The Chief Justice expressed the beliel that 1t would not be
propar for the Commission to dttempt to prevent wilnesses from speoking
to the press.

The Chilef Justice also mentioned the kinds of quealions belng
addressed to witnesses, He coutioned against aslking questions which
would induce witnesses to gpeculate upon mattera not susceptible of
proof. le referred in particular to questions asked of Marguarite
Oswald and Robert Oswald,

The Chief Justice ssked Mr', Jenner for his views on the lesli-
mony of Robert Ogswald and My, Jenner said he thought that Robert was
candid about the childhood of Lee Oswald and the relationship of both
himself end Lea to their mother; however, Mr., Jemer believed thot Fobert
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wan less open about Iee's loter 1ife and sbont Marinag Qaviald,

kv, Jenner also commented upon the statemant oy Rnbart
Oswald that Jim Martin and Mardne Oswald had told iim that ILee Oswvald
had nlso contamplaied shooting fomnar Viee President Hichawd MNilzon
when he appzored in Dollas during April of L9G3. Jonner astated that
he believed there wus a strong likelihood thot, even if Rolbart Ozwald's
statenent wers true, Marina and Mr, Mortin hod lied to him, M, Jouner
doubtnd the probability of a woman the size of Mvs, Oswald being able
to force her hushand into a bathroom and 1o kecp him there all day, He
also doubted tiwl one would not be able to opan the balhroom from the
Ingida, Mp, Jeaner indicated, st ithe same tle, he was not entively
confident that Robert Oswald was telling the truth about tho Niren
eplsode since Oswald has o financiel intercst in incomes whielh Marina
may receive from newspaper, magazine and other publicity end becanss,
when questiorad by Me, Jemner, Oswald stated thot be did rot inquire
into any of the details or questionable aspacts of the Nixon story
vhen told to. hin by either Mr, Martin or Marina, Ghief Jugtice Varren
statad that he balieved Robert Osweld's financial intarect in the
Tuture of Marina Osyald was a strong factor to be weighed in evalunting
Hobert's tlestimony. ’

The meeting was concluded at appfoximately 6:35 DM,
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