P 11/24/66

Dear Jerry,

This 1s not v.hst you w nted, not what I 1ntended, not what 1t should be, :
and you are wx!'hout obligation. =

+I did try the night of the dav you asked - it seems lonz'sgo these'surange
days - and I couldn't. I tried for several hours. How 0dé. I could say nothing
thtat I wsntei to say. Haw . very oid because 1t was the anniverserv. g

Zarly the next morning 3 did this before rushing off to ths printer, This
is 8 queer way to talx and think. it wes vesterdav mmming.

; i marked the anniversary by beginninp the printino procass of the new . -’:
book. The title now is WHITKWASH IX: THE FBI-SECRET SERVICE S0OVERUP. 1t has

the Charlie. It hss the announcement of WHITEWASH III: THE ARCHIVE. I'll have

the snnouncment in the book and I*'ll have a cory for you when I see you. I plan
to fly up Sundey, 12/4. Dick Gsllen hes affered to mest me at the airport (he

hze been very unpublishery) and invited me to siésy with him. £ will thot night,
but the next two nichts msy be without end end I'1l use the hotsl room that

I'm sure wil! be providad, nrobsbly Park Sherston. I'll hsve a set of pictures
for you, too. If you use them, you'll have to pau AP for sne.

The resl Lovel:dy will now stend up! And in his shadow will ba the
resl Osvwald, the real Liebelers snd JSpecters, the resl J. Edgar Hoaver,

“hen is your press date? I wish I kmew, so I could do whet I c¢-n. * must be
very careful with this, ss you will see esnd understend. I'd like to feed you
gsomeining from 1t. will Sundey ba too later

Wili ve be able Yo get together then for a little while, or «ondayr I mey
try ond leave in the s.m, 8nd visit sround & bit Sunday. Could you meet me at
2n¥3zt Dickks end could we zo to Selly's for 8 lifile while?¢ If he hes no comitments
for that evening, I'd like to tslk to him thenand be able to go to sleep if and X
vhen [ relxs enough, for I've had little snd will need some reserve for what is
shbed, So you will not misunderstsnd, * noe expect to heve s copy of the book 1t=
sgbf. I atill weat you to say nothing of this until I see you.

I hesrd froa “egel's secretery et MAL. The grest man wes no doubt too busy
to c8ll himself or tske the phone himself. I told her I wanted reguler pudblicstion,
would not hol: this up, would expect resl front money snd gusrantees of performance,
and 1f he was not resdy to be serious there wes no point in reading the book. If
he was serious, I'd have & copy for him, I've heard nothing since,

I wondar what is going on behind my beck. Lust night I got a phone czll from
a woman who hed heard me speask. She went to & bo~kstore to buy 8 copy of WHITEWASH.
She says she was told they have sll been colled teckl...l've gotinto try snd join
the society of writers, or whatever it is cslled.

I've been spending the dey writing to wholesalers and I've got to get ek o
thate. After the NY teping I'm off on the 10th or 1llth for spesking, lecturing,
seminaring, radio and TVing, end quite possibly debsting, Chicago, #adison, Ssn
Frensisco, Los Angeles, Bakersfield snd m-ybe elsewhsre if thers is occasion and
8 day-shoehorn. I'll probably not be home before the 22nd. All of this arrangsd
and apid for by people I've never met, never hesrd of hefores WHITEWASH, and with
no personsl gein. Feople are wonderful, the nonintellectusls, thet is.




Please do me 8 favor. I've been invited to bs on the Barry Gray Show,
A Miss “etay called me a day I could not meke it unless they flew me up, end they
wouldn'+t do that. I told her I'd let her know when I plan to be in New York,
I do not know what station this is or snything else about it., But if they cen
use me tho nignt of the 4th., I'm availoble. “aybe th: aizht of tho fifth, depending
on their *ime snd when I f£inish whet I'm comlng up for \thet is our planning end
discussion night). I cannot stay over for the night of the Vth and cenrot make
1% the sixth. 1f they went me, would you like to .be there: I'd like that.

If sh»s calls me, I!ll,probably be in Veshington every day next week, She
should ¢sll me person to person and my wife can tell her how to reach or leewe
word for me. 1'11 get the ‘esssge and call her bsck,

Is there anyone 1 should try to see the 4th snd 5thr I'll try end see
Selisbury. 1 note thet 2fter all the time l've wasted on .the national educstional
TV people, the mos¥ unprofessionsl I have ever met, they have taped a show
without me. Are you going to say anything sbout NBC refusing to use meor
anything sbout me besides the name of wmy book, which t ey used to promote the
show with my competitiony You ment me their ad,

Sincersly,



dovembor 22, 1966 was an snaiverssry., Net ploeasant, like vbdrtidsyas, not
kistoric, in the sense thet victory in . orld Tup IT 733 jistorics. It is s un-
h2ony snniversayy, notujuet becsuse o grest wsn died [or 0o nas«d or good ressey

on thst dsy, but bedause, tn ma, it han coma tn enmremornts thm anr Shine

s:ecial, This is the day you sske’ m= %o lo~k back ar th> previnus three

. yesss and forvard to my new book,

L This 1sbsiso:tha day I could mot write = briot-artiéle.‘Thé words came,
the phragas rounded, §uﬁ‘the 1degs Jurbled. Having e tteu’tho mcre.than g
bundred thons:nd words of JHITDUASH in 29 deys, eon you 1@egine how 1+ fols
nof Jx taﬂb; able to de s thoﬁsand in s single niéht?

In the p-st seven months & huve lea?ne& thzt on this subject I am-frticulate.

I esn - snd do »'talk on it for unianterrupte: hours withour preperation. Anndver~
sary even; asfter a‘lohg day; 1 spentbaiﬁostbseven hours, three‘by trenééontinantal
phohe to TV and radion ststions (brosdesst 11ve). Two hours sbad r~nd I enuld be

off iiex to the»printer's; Ho sreat. But those ?ay rords you naked I enuld not

foruulste. So I went to bad.

Hoon I wes awakened by 8 reporter for the Baltimore Sun who had thoned me

seversl dsys e«rlier to lesrn who had, in fect, drawn the official autopsy chart



i, s he'd hesrd me wmsy, the one men iu the world who could not h-se {3 tha one
to whom 51l other researchers sttributed it, Dr. J.J., Hmes.
"Try Dr. J. Thornton Boswaell"”, I sugrestad, giving him the sddirdsas.

N
"ihet ehull I ask #im:" the reporter want d to know.

"%hy se= him 1f youn do snct kmexd"

.

"I % now, I ze:n whut ﬁlsa?"

It turned out thet this diligent seskar aftzr faef wen%ed to ask the doctor
only it he hod placed tne mzrk incicatine & bullet wound in the Fresident’s teck
in the eorrect plice, s rnce 1t wes inconcistent with all theother evidence except

the unsubstantiated testimony of thesa doctors alorte,’

"Hg's already o:i4 that under osth, " I seid, "Vhat mokes pews ol it now?

.

Jo yeu expsét him to éay thuy he w2: @ perjurer be‘fora the \fornmissionk"
"all £ want o Lcno-;v is did ‘Ae ke s miztnka."
*He told you thet Ly phons todsy. "Hy bother him more temcrrow.™
81ilence.
Then, ook, you srite sbout tho assassinaté.nn, you worry abéut the whole
thing. 111 I carz about is did he merik the chart rig;ht..".

“Con he tall you 1;4 %ould you know what snythinz he seys means:(1t turns

’

out his preparation for the intergiew oonsisteq/ of no reading of sny of the



bosk, not say of the tcatimony, not aventhe Repsrt. I usked him what good he
expecte.: to ac:omplish, sbat purpcse his story could serve, how he could o

anything but melke & mess messier. This did not concern nim. A <tory is an end
.'g“ N
d
in 1tself,

The defaense of igasrence as s qualification faor ariting ceme out ia tho

confession that journslism, ss he conceived it, wes iis own kind of mtaz

a?rstifiad m=dioerity tnat knowledge is 2ot 2 nued of the regdergyéadvtﬁat
imparting 1% is not the functi&n of the writﬁr; To 111ustf§fa 1t he’tsld mo

he ued jdst writtes aboutvloan cheX sharks, kmwolug no kors shout whaj he
had’writteh and béing‘no Settcr piepared 1o 1nquire into it. i"‘x'o’m this sol}d

besis in logic ha'explainad tﬁat to the people qf Ssltimors, whut he suiu sbout .
loan 3hérks wQs more 1mpﬁ;taﬁt than enything he could say abdut tﬁg assésainﬁ— ;
tion of »a‘ blp’resi dent,

Steéping aR~1n. wus not eesy ait.r thia, Bat it helped the piaces fali into

" nlace. Here is a yourg msn, beginning bis 1if> thst he conceives vs ne anntribu-

"tion to sceiety, insisting ths® whnt he does hsve no meaning or significence, ser

serve no public purpose znd warse, insisting thet this is right. H2 illuctrates
what more th=a smny othsr single thirg hs3 distrubsd ms fH- the post itiree

yesras: the totel sbdieation of mx the intellectusl community st the +ime of our



gs3i2ty's gzrantest aesd for thew oaa the lassershins they snould provids, the
~alightenxmeas thst suould flow from them, bthe mnouning they shiiuld snsbhle us

t . imosrt o svankts, to understznding.

L

)
d

vithout sonspicuous exception I look becl upon thrse yesars of shomeful

intellectusl finkery that in receat months renched a creseando of dishonor and

_ defsration, dishonor teo thenselves and thelr properly exslted atrtions in our

soclety, ané defanmetion thet I bove survived 2ni that hes helpsi me accomplish
whzt 1 seek - for writers should heve ,egitin. te, worthwhilekgpals.

Eohewe loseno . thoet L6 30 o Zeulb to regeerch peinstaxingly, to muster
irretutebls fuct overvheluingly - and these ere the ewact words of acme of the
vary few revi-ws HITEWSH got. Until»racently 1t was uecarlad aileonen, fow 1t
hos eorn-d shanders, Ta the criﬁeknf rafusing o knuckleﬂ;undsé %o moue 60
publishers who think an smwericsn resident can be wurdered snd congideq consige
ned to history with the dublous epitapg bf e foke in-usst, vwho bpiiays Yhst
thi: esn snd musy hspper while leiving unsnsvered reappnsible questione thet it
1s within the capucity of 7#n to snswer, ~ have sdded engther crime: 'EITEWASH
i3 8 suceoss, in %oth sales and influence. This, 1 rhaps, is my grest arime, the
reai reason the so~czllsd intellcctuels Yerata it »nd we.

They do it from behind the ssfe skirts of the whores in their lives,



the iit8mry juanuls, the book "reviews’, ths colt,rns vnd wire-service stories.
Thoy do 1t 4z in thz dork of alght, th2ir faces turned as though 1 n shume

{ I think vi*:‘ i lanr), Recently I ke=v: taken to writing them. having Jearpaed
fcot i3 no medicine fn.x;\lhair il:ineas L have s new curs., Chrllenge.

‘I chol'onge asch snd every one~ the lesrnad judgzs who bofouln heir
roben with the deran.se of 1liepulity und worong; fshe gdi‘sors whe i coH n-
te:nplat'i‘ng‘ n‘aveiﬁ soe jeflels of wisdcem :‘heré' ttere 13 arc excréts. I szl ench
to Gebste ﬁe tn his ovwn madium o "anky other of his choi:.;e. in ‘speech or xriting.
Kot one hea sccepteds

fios% recant iz the hcnored senior c;.i‘ %l White Houss Yrecs COI'PS, that
lrpre. sive &enblemen .who 11 along I thought had voombe ennfrivution *o ke maké
abowe his "Thank you, #r. Prosident”, to ~lose the rrese enn.f.,vrencag tf:‘n‘r have
becone a ri.tnlatized propsgande, Ha won a Pulitzer ¥ rizeyf tof his repoi'ting of
the 2seagsinnticn yet todsy 1s ﬂ:e oné Lan Lﬁ 31 ths cuntry who doe}:sb sot
mev price pi‘aei gle nracisely »bare he @ma when the Prssident fell. His story
is th- pinmeie of Arreevonsibility snd erier. 1 tkufz 0arne.; the top spots
in the Sunilsy editorisl seciions.

1 choilenged nln to dobute me belore bhis peers, et the sutltoriua of the

Emntional Press 'Glug, on his story, my bo~k, the work 6@ the Jom—isaion, or any



questions in, for hours 2t o tlume. ot o siagzle ~uestion has reflects: the
cerrupting influence of ihesa windbags under mortorboardsl Hot a singley
2alitory one! ¥hat s tribute 4o the gend senpe of Lverymen, ond what & selfe

ip:dietment of the so-callad intveliectsl

Tais 18 w& 1t zhould be - must bo. iuthority, to be reapected, must
be be;—h— righte-ous)% responsible.»(u//p/ /M(ﬂ'

Cur society 4id fall spurt when the law allowed Usweld to be muréered,
when the lawyers wers mute at tha public and Ilagrant demisl of his rightse
€11 of them. Each of uz losy his richte vhen Caweld lost htis, end had dawsld

1
bean the ssaazsin, ns the Comiission s best evidence proves iaros. ivbls, each of

us would hove lost ad?itionsl rights with his murder, ¥hisk danio? Hha functioning

of justica;

With few wmax exfeptions, the intallectucle hz?ve ’defaulted.vﬂot;- cue of
them hss underteken the grim snd unhappy task of writing 8 baok sbout whet
reclly haprened to the Preaident who sought to restere ihe ixx@llect to the
“hits f‘iouse, nor hsso ‘one worthy of tha nume und-rdalnmn to w.ribe_ wixthy
with aithc?kmwla(}ge, ar understonding or mzturity and responsibili*y shout
vhet heppened in she 1:1m§tigation n’ the tragedy. That has become the Pask of
the unkoowns, the unimportant. Now thet we have done it, successfully end

effectively, wetch the lenrned vultures swoop in for the spoils?



Thers L3 one Sonspicuous axception, snd though he dameged ms Tersonally,
1 gust ey trtbute o Horwen “aile: s5ud the monumentsl work - it 13 much more

then &« review; it 1s » migtae: place - thrt ne wrote of A later w.f)(./His eloquence,

s,

)
7]

his pﬂavsion, his understsnling, bis treﬁen:iucus a#é mrascient féel of tus éweej
zad daport of the trmzedy, 1s »lmost enaugh to redeen ala deficlent colleegues,
It 13‘ € lanlnark ig current letters,-and for his great sikcill snd §our§gs we
sre all in als dsbb,
Gerviindy, sluerhere, there imust Do more HAorogn ér.xilsrs. Csr}ainly now
We FOG Diear Chas, A7 theb in Ls su.:;‘ﬂ, now et ih e regpeitable, acw thaeh they
45 po% haro tn strugrle slone snd sasseil the znight}.y_ in lénliaass, anwy :T:':'l»’:*t there
is an srreused ey bokind ’chen’ yEvas /Z* W[“Aﬁ‘ /“/72%

AnA thay must‘ Ba hwerd, for the tuslt 15 not dona, %ha xxghzx:mr.‘ rOngs

not righted, ths netlonal honor bt yot redeemed, Lat them lonk twek to'ths

-

w/

Tiring of the Reichstag and leat their hosrts s DOt mntter how : s Do ﬁeard.



/MW’\/

that ir thoy curse u J.ong qnough, u-h 1t hard onough, and caat en-ugh doed

 Yehun

: cntq urounc thoir heads paab onough, the horriblc tmth they eannot raco

oW1 auuho- » .ﬁm. -’




combine tlon of his chésing. He declined on the ground &T unfsmilisrity with
the public platfomme So I chillengodc him o dekane {n nis “ulitzer Trize
fisld, writing, in 2ny Journal he selscied, offering to let hin tisd my riéh‘&
h-né behiud my bscic I'd wite n Taciusl critician of his so-calded srticle-
revisy i giVQ it %o ‘z;)'z in ddvenes so he c¢onl  use Mis space Tor the liste
word answar. XVEY He will not cost the dice thar:mﬂfmlmg_ug.

This 13 not to masy that I am so much, Fethar he 3avs how Jitile he %14,

There is no triek to pudblic spesicing, I have Lssmmes after » lifatime
of no nend for it. One ne«d but have m mething to 33y und the convictiosn 1t
must be said.The rest comes, Tn‘mh i3, indeod, a ~hield, snd 14 txims the evll
word, spoken or arittean, from the foried tcm_zta.

#¥by, theu, do the Judges, the eminent professors, the wealthlest of the
famous lawysrs, the philospphers (warranted bty dgmee if not performance), the
" editors, the tubliciste, tts bistorians, ths cnlvpxnls'ts and even tios professors
vie in 2 mad dash betws:n Canute's beach =nd tﬁe fitting ronm of thne Empsror's

vlothest How can they “a 30 insensitive they do not fesl ¥the wet sster of truth

washing ktheir foast, o‘r%livicu 4 a1 reu»?.*_ty 1t takes a man of no impdrtance',
a figurative 1ittle boy, to tell them how roked they sre, =pd how ugly in their
- nakednesst

Fow f‘nr they are sopsratad from the ordimry peopls, thé vondarful,pzople of
our country end its grestness, thoze who wori end svweat snd face reality end
sec'c trathl They speclk to aac'm_:ther ::lona.‘ ana busy do eack other no good. They
have no learnirg or !mowledge to i-part and they ec:ept none,

Never have I’ éeen such conplete bankruptey ss in thé concerted effort to
pretend, as fdc thege lidarsry and legal emboiiemanta of all three fabled monkey%

L 1/»&&1«% They i{nvent fiction 2nd e=21l it fect, quote esch other in -Hrint, »nd

reusch nobody. They neither se: nor feel not lesr -hsf the everyday working msn

understonds instinetively. with apolegles to Jre Johnson, they do smell.

@ 114ons of peonle have hesrd me over radio and TV, Thousands have pboned



