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Dear Jorry, :

If 1 had retumed ; rom -lew York o month ago with a contract for a Watergate book,
it would have been comploted and delivered by now anc it would have becn the one book
not in any way hurt by a hroaking storys in the outpowdng that is yet to flow, what
1t would hove said in the one thing that will not be said. 1% is5 also the thing thet
has to be swid if there 1s to be any chence of this being any kina of country £it to
1live in.

Werc it not for my expericnces end poverty, 1'd have been txying for a yeer to
£ind a publisher, A friend has boen trying or thinking, I'm not cerieia which, to no
avail,

As you know, I do not discourage casilye at 60 I'm a hit loss cnerpgetic then 1 was
but fow younger people can or will put in tie workin: day 1 do. s I an I ribble awny
at o Dook tentatively titled ValergaterRascise's Floodgate. 4nd I do nean the ambdguiiire
We aro at the point wiore an overt sueriform fascian is a real posclbility. /m Amoriform
military (industrial) tueover io a real possibility. I think it io gonfinwing to hapren.

The difference botween thin accident and the Relchstag fire is that Goerimy set
that one on purposce. It is befng converted to a similer purpose.

Intermittently I have thought of what this booic ghovid soy end how L should e
satd. Simultuneously, L have boeu romfudacings L look buck on o record of which any wan
can be prowd, o recond almost entirely wiknown. 1 meon this both in goneral end specificailys
With Watorgate my notes and memos to othors contalin accurate forecasis of what would
happen, in sone of Nixon's pronouncement alumost word for word as he later enunciated thone
The asccuracy of the details of the duplication of the Warren Counisoion dates to the
indfctuont, where the spot analysis resaing accuratc afier so sony months. and he doctrdne
is accuratoly sot forth in vlzt could not be priuted, a book I tiided Coup DELat back
in the early asumezr of 1963 '

In the sourse of sordng to yealizs that I have undertaken what is close to inmpossiole
and that my years are fewer than thoy weres I have started disposing of those of my files
I know I'11 never be shle to use. L saw what wan wp in Vietnenm when few others did, aud i
correctly understood what opparently no others dide The brilliant young man, now about
20, who has my Vietnam £iles cen produce the contenmoraneous analysis of Tonkin Gulf that
ovents have proven to beexactly corcacte I did thc sane thing vith the Cube ¥iasle Crisis,
a book I yet hope to write. ,

Whon I an faged ulth day-towday survival mroblenms, doing anything else is quite
aifricult, If I con't point to auy measuveable accomplishrment, I do make eome kdnd of
effort each long day. It ean t at this point mean anything much to a childless man of 60,
but porhays it way yet for tie kids of {rdends 1diie youe

There iz no doubt in my mind that this particular book oun The Watergatc can e a
suooess, 8 there is no doubt otnor boocks 1 have researciwd could be. Roceatly L seve a
young lanyer £ixe friend the roserch for what I think can be wore than & noaminsl Succcsas
a book also easy to write. The Informers will be a case study of police, mostly PRI, ine
formers. The custonary publisher fear on The Watergato wes, six week ago, Bhat Banten would
creen the market with a special, The story is now a year old and {iwre has been no booke
Th  sooner this nonespecial special appears, the poorer iis prospoct, I tuink thore is a
bettor comuercial poseibdlity for the book by the two Vashdngton Post reporierss Foommhile,
becaune both zre latched %o a brecking story, boih rebashes of what has elready mwmded
the national, untiinking mind, ncither can safely be as fast as hoped fore I know 811
threo writers fairly wells I thus know that each work will, while superficially a strong
expose, be part of the covering-upe ¥ollehhoff (Baniam) will ehelter his Glorieous sesdor
and Bernstein and Woodward will protect those who leaked to them, chiiefly the prosecuilon
and the FPI. Or, both bocks will be unintendedly dishonest hiastorye
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Heither will have a nescogo, noither will say anythdig roclly new, both will bo
without context or perspoctive, and the country will have tho sume problens. The only
doctrane that con be comnercially succefdl at $his juncture is the one I have in mind,
the cne that 4cile 45 as Lt Loe On cumuses aloney deosglie e nubing of the reoal rasts
such 5 bool: could hs move dhan a oingds suctosse

There is now no noint. in my even secidng an npente I tried much of that long £gos
The few »omnts L had one vere ny worst momonts, bore dhon enovg: people, including
ogents, imow me to have sought mi: out if there had beon pny real interest in any kind
of s0iid treatment of this so very unusual doveloprent in our hisiroys

What I had hpped for necnto bove ended with Booke, the kind of gr you wores I
have Kot secn you siunet then, you may mmenb T, aid our for conversations have been
very brief. I suppose you havo lowmed that you also have 4o provide for your fomily.

4 what you haa in mind, something you dldrddt even hove time to erplein, keepe
rotwming to @y minde You had this friend in Califorrds who wos dve to returm nomenterily
% diin't get bacik whilo I was in tew Yorke fou were going o bring us together. Thum I
writo tnis early worndng, to rewind youe

1 remind you alse that I am Josded with other visble propertics, several of witel
should have dccent movie prcupectse ‘ ,

Becuse the typos. I muot now get into what X must do bofore cofng into tewm, whon
I'11 mail this. :

Sorzy you have to mobystcy s0 buay wd that T cmn get to Kew York zo reredy, It
would e (oed +9 Lot together soalne Welter hoy Lold e iou inordinataly busy you
Terlly are, 90 L 30w, Eow hov ineredidly productiva you cree I etay at loazb we busy,
ot 43 suts ne dn a position to bo productivo, 1ot Lo prodiscte
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