The Library of Congress

i) 2 Congressional Research Service

Washington, D.C. 20540

November 11, 1975

<y

TO: House Subcoimmittee on Government Infommation and
v Individual; Rights
Attn: Mr. Timothy H. Ingram, Staff Director

FROM: Donovan L. Gay, Analyst
Government Division
(Keneth E. Cray, Division Chief)

SUBJECT: Chronology of the custodianship, transfer, and events related
to autopsy data and "autopsy material" of President John F.
Kennedy

This memorandum is in response to your request for a definitive
chronology of the custodianship, transfer, and events related to the
autopsy data and autopsy matnnals of President John F. Kennedy.

According to Warren Comuqsmn docunents and recent interviews with
Burke Marshall, Esq., the representative for the Kennedy family in these
matters, and Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, President Kennedy s former secretary
and otners, I report the fol]owmg

NOVEMBER 22, 1963

1. Upon completion of the autopsy performed on President John F.
Kennedy, at Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Secret Service agents
requested and received from Navy Corpsmen all photographs, X-rays,
and all other related "‘autopsy material."

NOTE: In a telepl*one conversation with Lt. Cmdr. Reeves, Chlef of
Patient Affa:Lrs Bethesda Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md.,
11/5/75, " .norma.ll)' all autopsy information, or any other ev1de1re,
would remzin in the government's custodv. a .and would be sent to

- St. Louis,; Missouri for future storage...'

2. This "autopsy material'' was delivered to Roy H. Kellerman, Assistant
Special Agent in Charge, U.S. Secret Sexvice, who in turn, deliversd
these "autopsy materials" to:

3. Robert I. Bouck, U.S..Secret Service, at the Executive Offices Building,
Washington, | b.C.

s
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ON OR ABOUT NOVEMBER 27, 1963

4. On or about November 27, 1963, Bouck delivered unexposed film and’

undeveloped X-rays to James K. Fox, a Secret Service employee, who
- delivered them to the: '

5. U.S. Navy Photographic Laboratory for developing by Lt. V. Madonia,

. U.S. Navy. Fox ‘remained with the film during processing, and-upon
" Teturning to the Executive Offices Building, returned them to:

6. Bouck, who then locked them in a safe.

NOTE: Independent investigations have yet to determine if in fact all
X-rays, all film, all medical evidence, and all other related autopsy
materials remained in thz custody of the Secret Service from about
November 27, 1963 to April 22, 1965; or if during this period, a "transfer
of custody" was made from the Secret Service to Vice Admiral George G.
Burkley, The White House Physician.

APRIL 22, 1965

7. In a letter from Robert F. Kennedy (attached) to Vice Admiral George G.
Burkley, Physician to The White House, Burkley was authorized to
transfer the "autopsy materials" to Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, President
Kennedy's former personal secretary, at the National Archives where
Mrs. Lincoln had been working on the Presidential Papers.

NOTE: According to Mrs. Lincoln (telephone interview on 11/6/75), she

was on the staff at the time of the Kennedy Presidential Library which is

under the auspices of the National Archives. Assistant Archivist, Marion
Johnson, insists however that "...we never had.(the autopsy materials).

They were only in courtesy storage." (Meeting with Johnson, Mark Eckhoff,

Chief, Legislative, Fiscal, and Judicial Division within Civil Archives Division,
and Subcommittee staff, 10/7/75)

In a letter to the Subcommittee dated October 17, 1975, Acting
Archivist James E. 0'Neill, states, "Mrs. Lincoln was not a member of the’

. staff of the National Archives and had no authority to accession research

materials for the National Archives."

APRIL 25, 1965

8. In a "letter of gift" signed by Mrs. Jacqueline B. Kennedy,
Robert F. Kennedy, and Edward M. Kennedy, executors, dated 4/25/65,
a transfer of custody, control, and title to the Presidential
historical materials of John F. Kenncdy was made to the United
States Government. This "letter of gift'" is now in the possession
of the Office of Presidential Libraries.
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- According to correspondence from Acting Archivest James E. 0'Neill
. to this Subcommittee, dated October 17, 1975, "The letter of gift

is a general legal instrument and, together with related correspond-
ence, reflects a generalized transfer of property. There is no
specific reference to access by Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln to any portions
of these materials. We have asked the archival staff at the Kennedy
Library to examine finding aids and pertinent files among their
holdings, and they have reported that they are unable to identify

- any documentation there relating to the transfer of personal effects
and autopsy materials of the late President, access by Mrs. Lincoln,
or correspcndence relating to the transfer of items from Mrs. Lincoln
to Miss Novello, Robert Kennedy's former secretary."

APRIL 26, 1965

9. Vice Admiral Burklsy in a letter to Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln (attached)
transferred all "...the items (on the attached list) relating to the
autopsy of the late President John F. Kennedy," Pursuant to the
instructions of Robert F. Kennedy (see attached).

10. Mrs. Bvelyn Lincoln received a footlocker of autopsy records, data,
and related materials at the National Archives in Room 409 (see attached)
from Admiral Burkley and Robert Bouck.

NOTE: On August 27, 1972, in an article by Fred Grsham"...Mrs. Lincoln...said
that Admiral Burkley delivered a locked chest to her at the Archives and that
a few days later Angie Nevelle (sic), Robert Kemnedy's secretary, arrived

and took it away. Mrs. Lincoln said that she had not looked inside the

chest or read Admiral Burkley' s inventory."

In a telphone interview with Mrs. Lincoln (11/6/75) she said that
. she is certain there was a "letter of transfer'" mentioning Ms. Angie Novello,
and that this letter should be at Archives.

OCTOBER 29, 1966

11. On October 29, 1966, a letter signed by Burke Marshall, Esq., the

Kennedy's representative, addressed to the Honorable Lawson B. Knott, Jr.,

" Administrator of General Services, the parent body of the National
Archives, states: '...that the personal effects of the late President

. which were gathered as evidence by the President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy, as well as certain other materials
relating to the assassination, should be deposited, safeguarded and
preserved in the Archives of the United States as material of historical
importance."

In a telephone interview with Mr. Marshall on November 5, 1975, he
said that this "letter of transfer'" was not initiated by him or by the
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Kennedy family, and neither was it drafted by him or the Kennedy
‘family, but rather it was initiated and drafted by the General
Services Administration and National Archvies.

_ NOVEMBER 1, 1966

~12. On November 1, 1966, a "Report of Inspection" -by Naval Medical Staff
' at the National jArchives of all X-rays and photographs of the autopsy
of President John F. Kennedy was conducted.

n_..the undersigned individuals jointly examined the items

of photographic material described below which were repre-

sented to us by Dr. James B. Rhoads, Deputy Archivist of the

United States, to be the material listed in Appendix B of a

letter dated Octcber 29, 1966 from Burke Marsﬁg_li.. T (see
..~ attached)

NOTE: The article "Rules For X-Rays of Kennedy Given: Archives Releases
Text of Agreement Transferring Records of the Autopsy,' appeared in the
New York Times 1/6/68, and listed only (7) seven paragraphs of materials
related to the autopsy, whereas, in the inventory of autopsy material signed
by Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, there are (9) nine paragraphs listed. (see attached)
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' In accordance with authorization dated April 22,
‘1065 from Senator Robert F. Kennedy, the items on the
attached list relating to the autopsy of the late
President Joha F. Kenredy are herewith transferred to
the Archives for your custody, and in accordance with
the instructions contained in Senator Kennedy's letter.

“ ) Yours sincerely,

B N i j /g/xué&
; George GL) Burkley t::===h::1-;__; :
Vice Admiral, MC, USN ~ ¥ _ .

Physician to the President -
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. |first five years,

New York Times, Saturday, January 6, 1968

RULES FOR Y-RAYS |
QR KEHNEDY GIVEN

.mhlves Releases Text nl.
Agreement Transfarring
Records of the Autopsy ‘l

The text of Keanedy letter
will be Jound on Pagw I5.

Bpectal 0 The Sew Yok Tinel
WASIHINGTON, Jan, 5—The
Natlonal Archives mads public

today the text of the agreementj

under which autopsy photo-]
graphs and X-rays of President|

Kennedy's body will he held

secret until Oct. 29, 1971,

Rokert H. Bahmer, directorj
of the Acchives, released the
lext of the agreement under
which the Kennndy family
turned the aulopsy material

_ fover to the Archives.
Persons who have secn the
“165 Xerays, black-and-white!
photographs and color trans.
...|parencics that weore taken dur-
ing the sutopiv <av they pive
strony; suppoil te the Warren
IConum s aemncluson (s
jLee  Jarvey “YOswald acted!
|nlnne in kiling President Ken-

Glven to Family i
were given to the Ken-
Y. B Secse
iately _after_the
for_reasans ol |
tr wore not fnejun

& Warren Commisiina's evi-
denee. 1

agreement, dated Oct,
29, 1066, providéx that wunly
official Government investiga-
tive bodics and private experts
approved by the Kennedy fum-
ily can see the material foc the

Alter that peciod, “any rec-
Jognized expert in the ficll of)
pathalbgy or related arcas of
stience  or  Ievhaalogy, for
serious purposes reirvant 0
the [nvestigation of matters re
Isting to the death of the late
President,” may sce the G5
photegraphs and Xeravs,

The agreement specifies that
& mepresentative of e Keno
pody family  will  deterimine]
lwhirh reseacchers have “suit-
able qualifications and seriuus
purpases.” H

Dr. Bahmer sail in an inter-
view that it wat undeestood
hetween tha Archivey aml the
Kennedy family that the e
ri-inn a1 to who shall see the

Contlnued ;;rﬁg_e 1%, Calumn 1

v

s Tepreseniative 0

!
KENNEDY X-RAYS
| SEGRET TILL 197!

material would ne mule with.
out discriaunatinn. Unless thees
are spevial circumstances, he
« said, any qualified pathologlst
* who i+ studving the assassina-
tion wiit be allowed 1o see the
ftems,
Burke Marshall, whe isactisg
as the Kennody lannl's rep-
resentative, vilinmd this ae
terpeetution @moa telephone 1w
jerview,
- Me M

shall, wha is georsal
coume! r the Internatinmal
Business Machines Coeporation
In New Yurk, saul, however,
that aftor the uateeial  had
been available o enjoerts for

had. baem s
Kenned, laamiy ol

some tima and e h.ulll'g!

Loy 3IW
prosaible?

reject same regueuts o they

ground that it heboved the up-
Elwznn' metive was nutoa
SOTIOUS o but just
morhid curiety.
Jibes with Description

The: text of the sgrecaunt
and the inferpretations given
taday jibe with the description
of the document that was given,
hy Justice Departinent spokes-
men when they anngunced the
arrangrment un Nov., 1, 196GA.

However, the exart warding|
of the ngreament was not mode
public until today, and some]
critics of the Warren Commis-
sion's lindinga had tmplied that
the sulnpsy material would be
kept from schularg for many
years

Lhe apres. -awlg_.b;-
Mr. Maishailin a teties t Lay-
n o FAT :;;{_.1_:_-_-r
of the Genera wves Adeun.)
gg‘_iﬁ‘om The GnaTrnment anen:
- ]! Tauinies

nance of o "R ropELLy.
1t prosides El'f«\‘("u 'l:m"_'écc.-.snr

t  President
Kennedy's  family  may be,
named by Mrs, John F. Ken-

nedy. In the event of the death
or disahility n!':!rs. Kennedy, a
5 i by

v may
tha President's hrother. Senator
Rabert F. Kennrily, Demotral
of Nriy York.

" The sumession  contlnues

through another heather, Scna-
tor Eilward 3. Kennady. Should
Al thren dim ur be ||i-.‘1NM‘t
the desipritinn of a sepresent 1,
e shall he peele by any:
adult chytd of the late Prosident,

or by ans of heo sisters withy
e avaee ol other membaes!
of the famulv. i

i

|

* -panlzation except &
el = erpment -d st

Book Scorex Report 7 |
In  recently publistied wank|
that critivizes the Warrea e
part, “Acerssorics Allee el
ACE Sylvia Meaghes, Lhe -l
thir, ehimaed TR |
of the transfer of this vhzmrel
to the Archives wen® suchhi
that the phatographs and X
rava will nol be made av
sbla to any individual or

it one is apponted Lo further
investigate the assassination "

The X-rays aml photopraphs
were delivered fo the Aschivest:
on Oct. 30, 1966, theether with
articies of the President’s cluth-
Ing that he wag Wraring when
he was killed.

Under the terms of (he nprees
ment. none of the items will be

taced on puhlic display due-
f the lives of the Presidmt’s
:Ehw. children, pareals, broth-
era and sisters.

Altheugh Goversment inves
tigators and pecsons approved
by the Kennedy family could
have been permitied 10 see the
autopsy Curing 1he first five

ears, Dr. Bahier sanl po one

In fact seen then No Gov.
ermment mpzacies have asked,
hé said, and Mr. Marshall sald
he would not autharize any pri-
aTh persons to see them until
Oct. 29, 1971

Even after that  time.
scholars will not be parmitted)
to reproduce the {1ems. They
will Ba nltowed anly (o examiney
them s take notes.
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s
]f‘f yq Ler’y C*o_ms; 1?;
Of. Bram of Kenned

ny FRED P, G'L-m AM
3 =y | Spectal to The Xor Txk Ties a3 hy E
WASHI"GTOV Aug 26 -—dice Deparimeat had  Lew
The presceved brain ef Fres!- placed in the Archives and O
i,!ent Kennedy, plus m‘.crpscopic'Dr. Wecht kad turned to “zf-
“fides of tissues removed from'Tensive” probing Becas thi'f
s bullet wounds, have besnlavidzace in the  Archives 2l
withheld, apparntly by thejnot ‘support his doubts ahoar
Kennedy family, from the as-itie official iinding that. t=
sassination evid ence in the Na-'sassipation was the dc'd af
tional “Archives, a medical ex- Lee Harvey Oswald zlome.
pert said today. {,-} AR Dr. Wecht spant two days ia
The ' eJ-perT. ‘Dr! Cyﬁl_ H. the Archives last waek exiais-
Wecht, “was_the first critic of ing the material He ,ma“’ =isH
the Warren Commission's re-|2ssertions afterward ia 2n ia-f
port on the "assassination to be|**T few at the Archives,. !

allawed 1o see “items from_the|- lnterv.ews with Governmant’
’autopsy on the President.. officials and President Kznna- ':

= |dy's former personal secrziary
He asserted: that questions E{'e]yn Lincfln Fetosod o A
about  Presideat  Kennedy's|p.“oyaoc zmd. probably ths'?

- 1 iz L
wounds would remaln AN hnich was  removed, 4
swerad so long as these chjucts|.

; > from thz bhody in autops
were not available for exzmi- :n119=-3 siid ‘)\ P p:he-“‘ ¥ °)_'_!?
nation. A spskesman for the tai . o

4 2INEr Ci e 2rlts
Kennedy family replied that all B S i___i_ thty
evidence requesizd by the Jus- Continied onP2ze 57, Celumall

A
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E
3
X
]
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New York Times 8/27/72
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b Maden Johazsn, l

i 4. the Nathuzal Archive i

15 a law gye, apd fiseal Eranch, 3 -

i ¥y sald » that in 1935 Dr.  §!

£ uskley de red the items to  }77

i RIS, Licotn, who was wariing

¢ hetlyiih President Keazady’s e By

{ 2 Archives, s

- . Dr. y signed 3 two- Y

! paze “memoranium ef trans e
lfer, dzed Agsil 26, 1935, but’ Anachited Frass
the did not disclese to whom Dr, Cyril I y7ezht has

e

i SO
Nasehall said thet ciher OUET
124 apporently not been 145,
-ed by the Jusiic Depat mirsl
becausa “they have nalwere

President’s b
ke 't found eny
L2t apything else wa

Faoreign Ohject S

urph and | Allegh
Fa, and a gast prasi

¥ -
Caarty,

-
ot of Lhe Americeh Academy T;l:‘fnd
of Fojensic Seiences, said that! pives and
the slides should show dell-lansie” Nevelle,

nielv it all of Prasident Ken-lpody

undsr the then Chisf Justice,ijp's

Ezil Wasre, *° _ A8
Entering _ bulists bum endithat

soll tissues around

cait, ha said, Thus, the
s.opiz siides could szitle theizt th

cesdtion whether the bulletsifamily, on

that

fired from the reas

cause photographs of the top|that
of the removed brain, . whichiti
were shown to him, disclose a
sivabls

o,

bullet fragment or a brzin
tumoar, .

ogre

has never besn told what itjeral

was, He described ths ehject 28 Marstiall eswing to see the
least cne-{itzms. 2 .

Latl last week Mr. Marshall
*od permitted only one e

a pacallelagram sl

Eoll by thres-quarticrs of an

inch in slze. A gl
Wl Ask Inspecton”

Dr.
Yor!

varisl oves to Rebest F. K2n-

tor=2d by

Ey 'Hwh::: fored o1 ) “Jeventory Kept Seerst
at™ He caplore L] . ste Johnso: s
s Yichosing iter part ..h?,;}{;z.ﬁoht"’hﬂn‘-“,nd.ﬂm, g :3:

“ilist ef items t
2 rs. Lineria by Admivs] Busd-
ley. Hs =2l
,  inctmawattl : uJ

4 1. imer) a% o

Di, Wecht, who is eoranes aliy L,‘,_'f{f";':'g‘:":'t Who ks LW o
iy Y| Roprasen

e y's secretary,
reds's gunshot wounds WeTC|ieat: it away.
frocn the reer, aswas concluded jhat eha had not look:d insidelconn fiy in

T Uoo commizsion of 10Giry|ihe chest or read Admizal Burl-icaat i front. o

st the wound never be kn
of e=try but not at the point ofsaid that Admira! Durkley's in-
micro-|zentory

passed through the Presl- mention of some of the items
deat's head and body had baenjwenld  be
J Sources closz to

Examination of the brain isifamily suggested that mmong
1-.c:css;r!, Dr. Wecht sald, be-{these might be medical Teporis

When Mr. Marshall tumed
foreign object thatithe material over to the Ar-
could have been a flattenedichives in 1856, it was undar an

3 Goverzment agencies could

In em\zrh?-anftj‘ he éal'.d. i!.‘;s it _f'ga ﬂvei y;ul's. 3 xul o
"ynacceptable™ that public|period expirzd last year BaV- togra; & e

P 1 Ir. i The othzr is 2 "llljit’.ln nng"

visibla

%, to sce

he transfer had besn made.
. Jakneoa characterizad it 23
n essence

an inventory” of
Ha said that Mrs.

charged  that matadal.
was withheld from ths *
Naticaal Archives.

termed. all the

the Drasident’s brother,
when tre materizl was
Mr. Marshail in
serme of the ltems on Ad-

Purkig’s  inventorizs
ot jrclucad. o

tornzd ovor 1o

tion of the buljet that Is be.
lievad to have passad threuzh
Prasidant Kennety's bedy, u:dl
of photographs and films taken
at the scene—material never In
the Kennady family’s posses-
sion that has bzem in the Ar-
chives for years—“destroy” the
warrsn Commission’s theory
that the seme bullst causad

fhat tha braln ds

e Archives

the Houwe of
ives, sa'd that Ad-
dalivers

Bus

3

Rotert Ken-

frs, Lincoln said

inventor; e T

: . H Osv
“The Fuli exient of the e ~ould not have fired the three

have bpan withheld mal

ovm, Mr. Johason

was balng kapt secrzt
> bolest of the Rennedy
the ground that

“gbjaciionabis,”
¢ Konaedy

predated  the assassina-
AN

ment that only offical
se2

en that

phiysicians wrole to M

xpesrt
a5n K. Lattimer o!ﬁ-‘ew
them. This hzd

Tre official raport of theidrawen eriticism from critiss of

suteosy ¥
r -:..-{p ysicians an Nev. 22,1 Lattl
1677, the éay ef the azzassina-

Ueo: in Dzllas, did nat mcn’.ion!,gy_

rformad by thretitae Warren repert because Dr.
mer is 2 urologist, and not

Y

a specialist in foronsic tholo-
and had puh‘ﬁ:hedplarﬁclu

the abject. A subseguent panelistosoriing tne commission’s

of Lt plwsleiang ageoiated byjecaclusion that Lee Heovey
P coy Clars when ke was At-lOnwald lisd _geted alone inlwornds, with 2 team of ex-
* |perts, including a radiolozist,

grawn the actual brain—
T 3 the

; wrig
c".'n.-:r. in the protozraphs. that

was SHl!
274 that he interdag 19 ask Mo was

vho weuld: Cos

perts Inspect it
Thility to sin

havz taken the 1ci
dietroy the brain?” he asked. |
The records of the Warren trict
Ciwmission show oaly that tha, New
Biiin was “removed and pres] A
roed for furthar study™ in Ihclf'
that the usval:y pil

>

is stardur procedurs i

3
Tt erixt it i fermolin 30 PU

Ganaral—ihey also wete killing the Presideal
ft2r Do
srssnce of the iterms last Jenuary, he declarsd

Fecht, win is both albeliel
logist and o lawyer, sajd| Dr.
cértain that the brain ticles questipaing the Warres
waround smmawhers" (reporl’s eanclusions, Whita he

raaved fogly su

[2%

! tha hazd and
¢ 5 £azAs 1D TEAVE L.‘:e_bz;_‘i:rr:g‘.; fired from the rear

Leitimer saw the

o red  Bjjs virtually impossibla
chest to her at the Aficquld hu';!,,i ggg b
at wfew €373 13897|aze, and that the angle

arcived 2ndlpedy made it unliksly that it

=t.|h2ad. This might have beenan

ths savers wounds to Joha B,
Comaally, then Govemor of
Texas, riding In the Presideat's

e said that tie Bullet's “al-
most perfect” condition made
that It
such dam-
of its
paﬂ"l through Precident Ken-

could  have struck Goveinor
car's “'jmp"

& concluded that - 1d
sullets so fast on his holt-ace
tion rifls, adding, “Tnat proves
2 conspiracy Tigit there,”

Dr. Weeht gaid that the ao-
topsy  plctures  and  Xr2ys
turned over by the Kenncdy
f2mily raised two additional
quzstions, i.a

Positicas of Wound

Ona Is why the wound inthe
back of President Kennedy's
head was stated in the Warren|
report to have baea four inches
lower than the pictures show,
and why the Warren re s
drawing shows the Tlet
wound in the back to be sev-
eral inches lower than ‘the

Lo

of loose scalp that is
ust ghove the heirline on the
ack Jeft side of the Presidant’s

intrance or exit wound, h2
said, but it has not been ve-
poried bafors, '

Dr. Wecks sald that he would
write to Mr, Marshall, szking|
to lay all thesa quesilons to
rest again inspecting the
materials, plus the brain end
microscopic  stides of « the

Neuro! n, & firearms ex-
:e.. ns‘g?::inalcgiu and &n
i of questionzd docus

they rainforced his earlier

here last week, be was

© Marshall to let a‘n’{:.:eel of ex- oy i4ed traneportaticn by the

e tu luvestigate Asas-
s, & Washington-basad

nization that Includes Dis-

aramey Jim Gamisen ©

Crizans.

so2ing the ltems, Dr.
and X-rays “sirord”

an's  conpelusiaa
ans Koanddy

cdy by bul-

5 . S - 1 |ments.
Wecht has written ar-

cae the matesals.’” Bul bz said
it was “offensive for there to
e gll this pm‘bing—u is a ter-

fbla thing to do to that
family.” . 3
Dr. Wacht, 41 yzars 1d, Is a

directar of the Pittsburgh Inst-
tate of Legal Medicine and the

aled that the autop- Instituts of Forensic Scieaces

it Duguesne University, He

the Warrea Com-jalso Is 2 research prof2ssar of
thatllaw 2t Duguesne and a pathol-
wras struck o7y instructor at the University

jof Pittsburgh School of Madi
cine, from which he cbtained

- ha gaid that examina-his doctorata in 19550
T C . a8 L%

—rTie e

O Jofn Kennecy o SYain,"

4



