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Brothers
In the Cause
Of Freedom

AND THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN
An Autobiography

By Ralph David Abarnathy

Harper & Row. 638 pp. $25

By Juan Williams

ALPH ABERNATHY spent the most impartant years

of his life as Martin Luther King Jr.'s Sancho Panza,

his best friend, his second-in-command in the South-

ern Christian Leadership Confersnce and even, whan
necessary, his stand-in. Now when Abernathy might finally
have center stage to himsalf there is great irany in finding
that Abernathy's own lifs story is the closest that researchers
and students will ever get to a full autobiography of King, much
closer than the brief ccount of his own career that King him-
self wrate.

Unfortunately, this valyabls personal partrait of King may
be missed in the uproar swrounding Abernathy's revelations
about the night of April 3, 1968, the night before King's assas-
sination. Abernathy's account suggests that King separately
slept with two women that night—reither his wife—and he
writes that he witnessed King striking another with whom he
had had an ongoing sevual affair. They fought because the wo-
man was angrv at finding King's bed empty when she came to
have sex with him at 3 a.m,

That repart comes in the middie of 2 book that affers a very
human, realistic look at Abernathy and King. All childish de-
ification of King is dismissed here by his best and closest friend
and replaced by the reality of King's mortal struggle to deal
with the pressures of competitors, the media spotlight and the
civil rights struggle. The hoak deserves attention for its loving
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lfshnder‘smmta!mnrmmmmtheuﬂdxmmm- Alabama, ing in Atlanta. And, like King, Abernathy had ai- voung David came to realize that “the preacher, after all, way
mtandufmeperso;zalcmesmmng‘sllfeasheamwedtn mmmmshuwimnda:wmmmchﬂd.wmtmdidhap- the finest and most important n around, someone who
3 great American leader, pen it a drunken white man in a grocery store who callod was accorded respect wherever he went.”

Evenbe@mlhcm'omet.murqweredmnaxﬂleisb& kim'niggr_rauunhmnnedmmhjmﬁh:dim&nishme Once he left the Army and Alabama State University—
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came from a strong, basically middle-class family that enjoyed Abernathy. “ ‘Don't you touch that boy,” he cried, Then he ident of the student council—Abernathy began to follow the
A CErtin status in its community despite the realities of South- added, ‘That's the son of W.L. Abernathy,' * preacher’s path, He spoke at various churches in Alabama, and
Abernathy’s account of his childhood, his family and éven his then, at the surprisingly ywngaage of 24, was selected as pas-

Juan Williams is a staff writer for The Washington Post Mag.  time in the segregated Armyisachumjngu;mnﬁ. Thereare  tor of the prestigious First Baptist Church in Mentgomery,
azing and author of "Eyes on the Prise: Amarica’s Civil Righty  Desutiful anecdotal touches; Abernathy and his 11 sihlings anx-  Abernathy's account of his life s 2 successful young black
Years, 195¢.1965 fously waiting for their favarite treat—the sugary dregs of = Southern preacher is a sociological ~—Continued om page 2
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treat, Not only was there compe-
tition among biack churches for his

woman, her
grandmother rebuked the girk: “Lit-
tie sister, you sure don't have any

of my blood in you . . . . | would al-
ready have had this man in the mar-
riage bed.”
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Abernathy makes it plain that he
and King felt the NAACP was also

fighting them for the media spot-
light. After King's failure to win any
concessions fram the white leader-
ship following demonstrations in
Albany, Ga., Abernathy writes that
he and King “learned a bitter lesson
about at least two other organiza-
tions, the NAACP and SNCC. Nei-
ther one of the groups was willi

to put the cause of black freedom
above its own welfare.” Abernathy
writes of informers in the Albany
NAACP—his contention is sup-
ported by other accounts—and of
the rivalry that SNCC’s leaders felt
toward King,

er.” Who but Abernathy could write

that he and King relished the
vision pictures of Connor’s

have a tape recording of his sexual
infidelities made public. King told

Abernathy the tape was a compos-
ite of several nights of activity in
different places and it had to be the
work of the FBI's . Edgar Hoover.
“How dare they interfere with my
private life.” Abernathy quotes King
as reacting. “It's nobody's business
but my own.”

Only Abernathy was at King's
side when he weat to Chicago and
“encountered for the first time a

the growing infatuation with black
separatism and violence come true,
And.ﬁnaﬂy.thaeinndnesutbw-
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officials. .. His conclusion: the Soviet laedership faces a blaak
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