hr. “hil Donahue(staft) 7627 01d Receiver Hoad

NaC-TV | Frederick, Ha. 21701
New York, N.Y. 10012 10/18/89
Dear “hil,

Rewember those siows I usec to do with you when you were at WHIO? aAll those we
ad libbed when a guest didn't show?

I begin this way be:ause I presune you get too much mail to read it all and to
let your staff know that ye.rs ago we knew each other. The last show we did was one of
your first on TV, when ke you originated in Dayton. What a blizuard you got me into
when you usked me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a sister stations

I caught part of your show this morning, after it was well started, and didn't
see the end because it wus pre—empted for an e rthquake report. and I've not read the
Abernathy book but I've more or less kept up with the controversy. If I correctly under-
stood one of your guests, he said that the tape scnt to the “ing family was made on a
mike pl.ced under Dr. King's bed at the Willard Hotel in Washington. Mot so. “t was a
composite made in the FBI's lab.

5o you can understand the documents I enclose, Congress amended the Freedou of
Intformation Act's investigatory files exemption over one of my earlier FOIA lawsuits.
I then filed a number of information reyuests, including relating to Lr. King and his
assassin&tion. I also fibed a number of appeuls relating to what was %ithheld by the
FBI. The copy of the poor carbon is an appeal relabing to the withholding of F3I nawmes.
I enclose it for the portion that relates to the sending of that tape to the ning family.
lfy the way, the former FBI agent, lish Wnitson, as of my 1.st knowledge was pructising
law in Washington and had not been subjected to any harassment over what he did.

__Also enclosed is a page fron the internal indestigation of how the FBI abused
Dr. King. It identifies “hitson and indicates the fabrication of' the composite tape and
has a few other details.

e third record is an FBI expurgated version of the letter intended to get
Dr. King to kill himself.

52 Please excuse my also sending a copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to a columnist
who/ﬁame I've removed. Your staff may want to brief you on some bf its additional
content. X'm 76 now and in impaired health. among my reasons is-indicating the reason
I heve for yuestioning Abernathy's version of that last night.

49 Best wishes,

54/% tf{/

Harold Weisberg



Hr, William Haspberry 7627 01d Receiver Road
Washington Post Frederick, Md. 21701
1150 15 St., W 10/18/89

Washington, D.C. 20071

Deur ilr. Raspberry,

Lou may not remember it byf?aul Vulentine introduced us years ago. I wrbte to
thank you f'or yourtoday's colwmn and perhaps add to your knowledge of vhat seems likely
to be an ongoing controversy. I've not reac the hbernathy book and probably won't buy
it but I did catch his joint appearance on part of todayds phil “onahue show, with Ben
tHooks and others. It appears that there arv other factual errors in the AbernBathy
accouné of Dr. “ing's last night. Please also excuse my sending you & copy of the
letter I wrote *‘rs. Gilliam yesterday but I'm not well and am limited in how much I
can do. 1 hope she won't mind and I'm sending her a copy of this and its enclosures
80 she'll know,

I've made extensive use of the Freedou of Information act to obtaine records
relating to the assassinations of fresident temnedy and Dr, King. In the King lawsuit,
which had not yet reuched its end althowsh filed in 1975 (the remaining issue being
only counsel fees) I got what the FBI refers to as its iurkin file, It is these records
I refer to in the letter to *‘rs. Gilliam in which I express doubts about Ur. wbernathy's
accuracy about that Last night.The copy of the rather poor carbon is a page from dnnumer—
able appeals that, at the rejuest of the judge in thut case, I made as informative as
I could to the then appeals ofticer, Quin Shea. *his one was never acte?ﬁn. His hands
were pretty much tied and they eventually eased hin out.

Lo the best of my knowledge it has never been published that the man who did that
mailing of the letter igtended to get Dr. }dng to kill himsclf was a practising lawyer
in Yashington, ldsh “hitson. The page that identifies him is from the so-called OPR jatzrne/
jnvestigation of how the FBI treated ¥r. fing. I wrote the identification of "Murphy
Report (CHD) 3/%1/76)"on the bottom to identify it for archival purposes. (n today's
Donahue “how one of the panel said that Dr. Abernathy said the tape was made via a mike
under Dr. »ing's bed at the Willard Hotel. in fqﬁbt it was a composite made by the FBI
lab, Whitson flew to “ampa, where he mailed them, the tape and the letter.

I also enclose the letter as it was disclos.d to me by the FBI, The expurgations
are the FBI's,

In indicating to Mrs. “illiam what I have and its availability I forgot to tell
her what ¥ have that to a degree substitutes for an index. The F3I used to call them
"abstracts." They made two copies, 3x5, one£iled chronologically and one by serial number
of the record. They were made for heudquarters copies of records only but to a fair
degree can be used to locate the reports relating to Dr. King's activities the night
bdfore he was killed.

o
I share your disgust und.ézappointment and thank you again for this column.

Sinceiely, A

MLM¢//4M/«7

Harolc Weisberg



lirs, vorothy Billiam 10/11/89
The Wushington rost

1150 15 »t,, IV

Washington, D.C. 20071

Dear lirs. Yillian,
What you say in your "Unheroic allegations" column needed saying so m@chl
another uspect I'll get to also troubles me,

You may not remember my name but during th - yeurs I sought indep.ndence and
honesty in farming you were a customer. I was in the Fost's newsroum Wedne.day afternoons..

bet'ore then I was a reporter, Senate inveutigator and editor and w..rtine
intelligence analyst. after ny lwuruing was wrecked by low-flying military helicopters
I returned to writing and investigating, with six books on the assassination of
President Kennedy and one on that of Ur. kKing, They'¥e all stood time's testing. I
was tie investigutor who diu the work that pot Jumes Lurl Ray an evidentiary hearing.
It was to deteruine wvhether or not he'd get a trial. I did the inveutipguting for the
heuring also. Paul Valentine covered it wdd L'm sure he'll tell you that we excul-
puted llay - which mewns the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, wWltimutely -
it took more than a year to get hiu to get the transcripgs prepared - that guilt or
innocence vere immaterial,

After bp inning a second book on the iing assassination FOIA was amended, rather
its investigutor tiles exenption wus amended, over onc of my ecrlier FOIA lawsuits. 1
then souiht to use it to CO.Jle th: FBI to .isclose all, 4n this I failed but I did
get about 60,000 pages. amony; other thing: these include headquurters and field ofiice
records, beginning with thosie of *emphis. Included are the files on the groupp of young
Ex lMemphis blicks who took the name "Invaders" and @f the sanitation vorkers' strike.

Failing pealth ha: kept me frou coupleting; this book and perhaps my recollections
of all those records may not be as clear as it cou-d be but it is uy recollection that
the 1'BL was lookdng: diligently for the kind o!" thing 4be nathy exploits and could not
find it. They did have the Lorraine hotel and *ing's purty pretty well covered, as diu the
local police, who diu nost of it.

* do not recall any reference to the dinner party af'ter the "hountaintop" spe:ch
but L doy¥ recall that “r. “ing did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing
for the day he was killed,on the injunction. The F3I's reports refoer to meeting after
meeting in room after room. liy only recoliection of two women is of two white women {rom,
as I recall, lLouisville, wealthier wouen with a UmdkEx Cadilluc. They went to pemphis with
ur. *ing's brother and frou *emphis went J'-‘t'.t:» lorida, on vacation. Where the ¥ul also
covered theu and ruported on thems I am sure that if' the FBI got even an uncont'ibrmed rumor
relating to Dr. sing's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew liouver was
lovidng for just that.

Ur. ning was tuo tired to speak the night beiore he was killeu. He sent abernathy
in kis place. But the gathering vould not accept dbernathy as a substitute and he had to
call ¥r, King anu tell hiw this. (4t least two FBI agents covered that speech and their
other records - thit was a day in uhich they never expected any devil loving scripture to
be able to - have them referring to maturc blucks as "boys" and even “monkey~faced.)

“his is to sugpest that to the very end abernathy was second fiddle and may not huve
liked that a bit.

Boaring on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the U'irst that
Ur. hing died in his arms and spoic: with him, the first not true and the secondl not
vossible, Lo, i have your questions about hiu motives and my own about his depundability.



41l of my matorials, about 60 file cabinets o records and countless boxes of
them, will be a permanent public archive at local Hood College. They've made copies of
the Invaders and santfation-strike files and use them. One white woman student made & yeur-
long study of t'em and did a fine thesis. History +rofessor Lr. Gerald ilchknight has done
two understated scholirly articles for The Youth atlantic wuarterly (Luke). le is also
getting and plans a book on the FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Campaign, I've ulroady
given liood records * loow I'll not be able to muke any use of, like the CIa's on its
uind-bending edventures. But I1've kept the iing files because if I can get help I'd
like to try to return to that booKX and because I can rwke thew available to others. To
date no black has had any interest and no good IV uses huve been made or them, althowsh
35C just did a program that supposedly i.acludes what they want.d of them. \I've not seen
it but I'm sure they went for one of the untenable conspirucy theories.)

=0, i1 you know any students or others who wuant to do research, all ol this is
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at }lood.

Coue to think o1 it, I finally persuaded what was then University ‘ublications of
america to muake them available on microfilm., Duve Garrow had dfscouragsd their interest.
Theug are at 44 N. larket ~t., here in Yrederick. But they did not copy what the FBI
called "abstracts" that I did, with soue difficulty, get. They are brief summaries of
each haadquarters record. There is no available inde:,

when I wus working on my book, "Frameup", I t.died to interest SCLC, entirely without
success in atlinte and with limited success in #eu York. obérnathy was not alone in
being no dlondel. I suppose L was only another white honkie in Memphis and only one
black reporter, “es Payne, ever had any interest. aside fron Flo Kennedy, who iot me some
kdnd of an award for it, 1 re::all no other black interest.

If you uver knoww of anyone who may be interested in making a study ot the two files
Hood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, wy arrungementg with them is that
anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be
made commercislly in Frederick for five cents, pe-haps less in quantity. Spudents and
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files would make a fine thesis
in history, political science, pre-law and law studies.

Ly the way, us soon as I heard abernathy on radio + phoned the Post's national
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no
interest. 1 was told it was a “tyle story and they'd all gone for the day.

Une other thing that may interest you or a student: Bull Connor had an earlier
and ignored history. I w:s the editor of the Senate Civil “iderties Committee in the
late 193Us. We investigated him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for
the flogiing of a white college professor,Joe Gelders. They.regarded him as too
friendly touard blacks., I have those hearings.

Thanks for the column.

Best wishss,

/MM//Z v

liarold Weisber



King and JIK asoad.atlon records appesls liarold Yelsberg 7/20/80
e aremy ULilndd

ubder ()(1) and (7) ciodine

There cane a tioe when yjou phoned to discuss 4ho nawe of an Si you said you were
setiniod ghould e withinlde It Weusy Jou seld, an exoeviional onse. Bofore Yyou coudd
findoh I oadd thas had to bo tw “anpe pettary that widle I uas antdrely without
gupathy for thoe 54 who would do osuch a Bdng or o part of 4%, I d4d have concorna
for his fardly.

“hee ovil tidng, Sor youo Ladormatlon, wu U lab's tadng a batch of the Fill's
tapes of Dry idne end frou thon croatding o siedo Seoe that wvas sant to his wife, with a
Lothe- owgoueting that only sudeide romained Car L,

<'ve oftom wondered how 1 bnew that of all Aot s waaldiagton Sl coucoctdon
had bean medlel froi: Tamp,

fiow 1 lmows it was diocloscd, wlonyr with the Sa's natc, ldsh Widioon.

I wou ever want the nauwo. the B4 42 th . Lab Vo areated thio tapo Ly care.ul
aelections fvou other tapes, thes, too, hae boon disclosed and I osn mrovidc 1te

4% no time and in no facued way hos the @lanuted ny rumresintetion that tho
axtenmive disalosures of ¥.I nases did not lead %o havemcant and that the real xeasoms
are Cointalamodng requestors, intinddating thw cowrta,and tryine 4o avald eubarraguront
40 tha PRl r

L theme 34wy one natier avor widoh haroacoent tdoht ba expoeted At is ovoy thin
FAl attempt to drive oing 4o swicdde and at least mudn He rovrdages Nov thet I oan

infom o that the nases ams dionloveds T el von 4o show that <hare wan hapngernte



- hly = B
CTASSHED e

_ 0 January 5, 1965, Atinnta advised licadquartexs that
Zine wac hocomin vore and more upset, that he blamed the FBI
and folt his phove was tapped. On the same day a report was
made o tChe pregionsly ordered review of King's wiritings and
books in au effort to detect possible communist influence.
The conclusion was that there were certain parallels but no
casual 'inle.  On Janwvary 6, New York was directed to dis-
cre«tly cover Xive in New Yorl by physical and electroaic
surveillanee bocouse he wmiecht meet a woman there, The nemo
indicated, "socuricy is paramount'. Also on the sixih the
SAC in Arlanta rolied the Burecau and reported that the wire-
taps indicated tha: King was very nervous and upset and was
not sleeping well., He belicved the Burcau bad hi"*phone
tapned, Winz acaid a tape and letter which referred to.the

e e e . D) - . o s s e+ eo=os == s ss had been.
sent to his home and his wife had read tha letter. King _
safd: "They are out to break me'. The SAC knew nothing of .
the tope.  Wine said in a tapped conversation that he needed
to talls with lbover or DeLcochq(:,

v o Warle 1nr'-
Fe R8T

The vo-calleds GBI - -+ + had actrelly bean mailed in
late Wovemboar 964 by Lish phiteon, a former agent who flew
=0 Flovica a2 4Saliiven's instruntions. Sullivan had previously
rodd [ . . (BXTE). . . . .J to kesp the minraphone topes togothor.
ins was told To give.some of the tapes te Joha Matier of
o, Ro now thinks e . .70 o . W) - == - *

cre s = o = ea Wnon Mattor Toturned the tapzs, thierz was o
commosite added, Sullivan had [([,}(1)(()] get him non-vatemar.cecl
staticnavy ‘11'V“n toox the cancs aud the stationery and

later gave ((b)('?)(()_, a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape
was accomzanied by a letter advising King that = *° * * *°° °
B N & Vgt 2 X - T _
Apparently ¥ine did pet listen o the tape until he returned
from Cslo. llis wife is cupposed to have lister ed to it also.(aJ

o URCLASSIFER

Murphy ﬁfﬁwﬁ( 6@)3’/7//72



KING,

: |II!!ﬂ!IIIIIl!!l'!!!'l!!!!I!!!Illlllllllll!lllll!’I
will no gnify yo W [ er a Mr. or a Reveren or g

@ Dr. And,” your last name calls to mind only the tyne of =

Ki such®As Eing Henry the VIII =
King, look into your heart. You know you are a complete

freud and s great Lisbility to all of us Negroes. White

people in this country have enough frauds of their own buy I

dm sure they don't have one at this time that is any where near

your equal, You are no clergyman and you know it. I repeat you

are & colossal freud snd _pn evil, vicious e at that. You

could not believe in Go Clearly you donf'g -

believe in any personal moral principles, :

King, like all frauds your end is an-roaching. You covld
heve been our greatest leader. YOou, even at an early age have
turned out to be not & leader but & dissolute, abnormal morsl
imbecile, We will now have to denend on our older leasders like
Wilkins & man of character and thank God we have others like
him. But you are done. Your "honorary" degrees, your Nobel
Prize (what e grim ferce) and otnnr aswerds will not save you.
King, I repeat you are done.

Derso

And some of them to pretend to be min
atan c¢ould not do more. What incredible evilness.

King you are done.

The American public, the church orpanizetions that heve been
heloing - Proftestant, Catholic and Jews will know you for what
you are = 8an evil, abnormal besst. So will others who have backed
you. You are done.

King, there is only one thins left for you to do. You know
what it is. You have gust 3l .deys in which to do (this exact
number has been seclected for a sncclfic reason, it lrs definite
practical sipnfficant. You ave done. There is but one way out for
ous, You betger take it before your filthy,abnormal freddaiont sclf
is bared to the natfion.

|
I



