
Donahue staff) 	 7(327 Old Receiver Aced 

NaC-TV , 	 Frederick, M. 21701 

New York, N.Y. 10012 	 10/18/B9  

Dear 11111, 

Remember those saows I use to do with you when you were at WHIO? All those we 

ad libbed when a guest uidn't show? 

I begin this way beeuse I presume you get too much mail to read it all and to 

let your staff know tJ'at years ago we knew each other. The last show we did was one 
of 

your first on TV, when km you originated in Dayton. What a blizzard you got no into 

when you naked me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a sister station: 

I caught part of your show this morning, after it was well started, and didn't 

see the end because it was pre-empted for an exthquake report. and I've not read th
e 

Abernathy book but I've more or less kept up with the controversy. If I correctly un
der-

stood one of your guests, he said that the tape sent to the "ing family was made on 
a 

mike placed under Dr. ring's bed at the Willard hotel in Washington. Not so. 't was 
a 

composite made in the FBI's lab. 

-)c) you can understand the documents I enclose, Oongress amended the Freedoa of 

Information Act's investigatory files exemption over one of my earlier Fah lawsuits
. 

I thee filed a number of information roquests, including relating to Dr. king and hi
s 

assassinktion. I also filed a number of appeals relating to what was tithheld by the
 

FBI. The copy of the poor carbon is an appeal relaing to the withholding of FBI nam
es. 

I enclose it for the portion that relates to the sending of that tape to the ring fa
mily. 

115'y the way, the former FBI agent, lish Whitson, as of my 1 st knowledge was practisi
ng 

law in Washington and had not been subjected to any harassment over what he did. 

Also enclosed is a page from the internal in6estigation of how the FBI abused 

Dr. King. It identifies 'hitson and indicates the fabrication of the composite tape 
and 

has a few other details. 

The third record is an FBI expurgated version of the letter intended to get 

Dr. dying to kill himself. 

Please excuse my also sending a copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to a columnist 

who/name I've removed. Your staff may want to brief you on some a its additional 

content. I'm 76 now and in impaired health. among my reasons is' indicating the reaso
n 

I have for questioning Abernathy's version of that last night. 

Best wishes, 

lit I d/ 

Harold Weisberg 



Hr. William easpberry 	 7b27 Old Receiver Road 
Washington Post 	 Frederick, Md. 21701 
1150 15 at. , HW 	 10/18/89 
Washington, D.C. 20071 

Dear idr. Vaspberey, 

lou nay not remember it beXPaul Valentine introduced us years ago. I erite to 
thank you for yourtoday's culuen and perhaps add to your knowledge of what seems likely 
to be an ongoing controversy. I've not reae the hbernathy book and probably won't bey 
it but I did catch his joint appearance on part of today's hi.l "'onahue show, with Ben 
looks and others. It appears that there are other factual errors in the hberniathY 
account of Dr. "ing'e last night. Please also excuse my sending you a copy of the 
letter I wrote -rs. Gilliam yesterday but I'm not well and am limited in how much I 
can do. I hope she won't mind and I'm sending her a copy of this and its enclosures 
so she'll know. 

I've made extensive use of the Freedoe of Information hct to obtains records 
relating to the assassinations of rresident lennedy and Dr. King. In the King lawsuit, 
which had not vet reeched its end although filed in 1975 the remaining issue being 
only counsel fees) I got what the,..FBI refers to as its eurkin file. It is these records 
I refer to in the letter to -re'. Gilliam in which I express doubts about Dr. ebernathy's 
accuracy about that st night.The copy of the rather poor carbon is a page from innumer-
able appeals that, at the request of the judge in that case, I made as informative as 
I could to the then appeals officer, quin Shea. This one was never acten. His hands 
were pretty much tied and they eventually eased hie out. 

(e'io the best of my knowledge it has never been published that the man who did that 
mailing of the letter intended to get Dr. 4ng to kill himself was a practising lawyer 
in Washington, Lish "hitson. The page that identifies him is from the so-called OFR e;pere4/ 
investigation of how the FBI treated J.r. King. I wrote the identification of "Murphy 
Report 0.110) 3/31/76)von the bottom to identify it for archival purposes. On today's 
Donahue chow one of the panel said that Dr. hbernathy said the tape was made via a mike 
under Dr. eing's bed at the willard Hotel. In /*let it was a composite made by the FBI 
lab. Whitson flew to Tampa, where he mailed them, the tape and the letter. 

I also enclose the letter as it was disclosed to me by the FBI. The expurgations 
are the FBI's. 

In indicating to hrs. l̀ull= what I  have and its availability I forgot to tell 
her what/ have *hat to a degree substitutes for an index. The Fel used to call them 
"abstracts." They made two copies, 3x5, oncffilea chronologically and one by serial number 
of the record. They were made for headquarters copies of records only but to a fair 
degree can be used to locate she reports relating to Dr. Ring's activities the night 
bdfore he was killed. 

de 
I share your disgust and appointment and thank you again for thin column. 

/41/140/A4Z-1  
Barole Weisberg 7  

Sinceeely, 



lereeorothy trillium 	 10/17/89 
The Ilaohington :tut 
1150 15 -0t., 11W 
Washington, D.O. 

Dear hru. uillium, 
What you say in your "Unheroic allegations" column needed saying so mieehl 

another aspect I'll get to also troubles me. 

You may not remember say name but durine th. years I sought independence and 
honesty in farming you ma% a customer. I was is the c'ost's newsroom Wedneeday afternoonee. 

Before than I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and wertime 
intelligence analyst, hfter my fermingwas wrecked by low-flying military helicopters 
1 returned to writing and investigating, with six books on the assassination of 
President Kennedy and one on that of Dr. t;ing. They'te all stood time's testing. 
was the investigator who die the work that got James Larl Ray an evidentiary hearing. 
It was to determine whether or not he'd get a trial. I did the investigating for the 
heering also. Paul Valentine covered it taut I'm cure he'll toll you that we excul-
peteARay - which means the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, ultimately -
it took more tAall a year to get him to get the transcripee prepared - that guilt or 
innocence were immaterial. 

After be ring ri second book on the King assassination FOIA was amended, rather 
its inveetigut6r files exemption was amended, over one of my earlier FOIL lawsuits. 
then sought to use it to compel the FBI to eiselose all. In this I failed but I did 
get about 60,OLU pages. among other thing.; these include headquarters and field office 
records, bed.nning with those of "emphis. Included are the files on the group, of young 
cam kemphie blacks who took the name "Invaders" and if the sanitation workers' strike. 

Failing health has kept me from coupletine this book and perhaps my recollections 
of all those records mey not be as clear as it cou_d be but it is my recollection that 
the Pa was looking diligently for the kind of thing Lbemathy exploits and could not 
find it. They did have the eorraine hotel and edng's .arty pretty well covered, as die the 
local police, who din float of it. 

1 do not recall any reference to the dinner party after the "1..ountaintop" speech 
but I do/ recall that ,Jr. king did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing 
for the day he VR8 killedeen the injunction. The Fla's reports refer to meeting after 
meetingiei room after room. hy only recollection of two women ie of two white women from, 
an I recall, 3eouisville, wealthier women with aliaiii-eadillac. They went to hemphis with 
yr. "ing'a brother and from "emphis wont Ito -e'lorida, on vacation. Where the FDI also 
covered thee and reported on them. I am sure that if the FBI got even an unconfthrmed rumor 
relating to Dr. eing's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew louver was 
looeing for just that. 

Dr. eing was too tired to speak the night before he was killeu. He sent Ibernathy 
in his place. but the gathering would not accept itberuathy as a substitute and he had to 
call 	Ring anu tell him this. tat least two FBI: agents covered that speech and their 
other records - thet was a day in ehich they never expected any devil loving scripture to 
be able to - have then referring to mature blacks as "boys" and even "monke/-faced;') 

hie is to suggest that to the very end ebernathy was second fiddle and may not have 
liked that a bit. 

Bearing on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the first that 
Dr. :Ling died in his arms and spot;; with him, the first not true and the second not 
possible. Lio, I have your questions about his motives and my own about his dependability. 



ell of my mat,:rials, about 60 file cabinets of recordu and countless boxes of 
them, will be a permanent public archive at local flood College. They've made copies of 
the Invaders and santtation-strike files and use them. One white woman student made a year-
long study If tiem and did a fine thesis. History x'rofesaor Dr. Gerald Alc4night has done 
two understated scholarly articles for The South etlantic eaurterly (Duke). ho is also 
getting and plans a book on the FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Campaign. I've elready 
given hood records - lowe I'll not be able to make any use of, like the CIA's on its 
mind-bending edventuree. But I've kept the King files because if I can get help I'd 
like to try to return to that booKand because I can make then available to others. To 
date no black has had any interest and no Good N uses have been made of them, although 
ABC just did a program that uup,)osedly iaoludea what they want. d of them. (I've not seen 
it but I'm cure they went for one of the untenable conspiracy theories.) 

;Jo, if you know any students or others who want to do research, all of this is 
available, with no strings and no charge, here or at hood. 

Cone to think of it, I finally persuaded what was then University publications of 
America to make them available on microfilm. Dave Garrow had discouraged their interest. 
Thelew are at 44 V. karket ot., hero in £ rederick. But they did not copy what the FBI 
call d "abstracts" that :L did, with some difficulty, get. They are brief semenries of 
each headquarters record. There is no available inde_. 

Jhen I was working on my book, "Frameup", I tied to interest SCLC, entirely without 
success in atlanta and with limited success in rhea York. abernethy was not alone in 
being no Jlondel. I suppose I was only another white honkie in kemphis and only one 
black reporter, "'es Payne, ever had any interest. nada: froa Flo Kennedy, who got me some 
kind of an award for it, I reuall no other black interest. 

If you ever knowsrof anyone who may be interested in making a study of the two files 
hood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, my arrangements with them is that 
anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be 
made commercially in Frederick for five cents, pe.haps less in quantity. Students and 
otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files mould make a fine thesis 
in history, political science, pre-law and law studies. 

4)y the way, as soon as I heard ebernathy on radio phoned the Post's national 
desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FBI's files I have and there was no 
interest. I was told it was a 'tyle story and they'd all gone for the day. 

One other thing that may interest you or a student: Btill Connor had an earlier 
and ignored history. I was the editor of the Senate Civil -iierties Committee in the 
late 1930s. We investigated him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for 
the flogging of a white college professor,idoe Gelders. They.Aregarded him as too 
friendly toward blacks. I have those hearings. 

Thanks for the column. 

Beet wiehss, 

id/h1/ 

Harold Weisberg/ 



Klac and Jilt ance.Asi:.stion recorin appeals 	Harold Wotebore 7/aVeo :1i. L. 
abler (b)(1) anti 7) 

negro 0/100 a tile when you ;,)honsi to disk:ass the nu of oa 	you asid you ware 
arAtiLu'icx1 ehoulii be withhx,130  It wes, ;:ou aid. 	olcooptiollal =XI. Bolo= you ::ould 
finish L 	tat boil to be tlx:1 	Listt,,x, that Atilt) use ontiralz,r without 
aynixithy Cox' ti lo 	you'4 to eaca t4n,; or be x.irt o2 it, I 1S4 have concorna 
for his fas..1.1y, 

or you,: a-z-ornotdon, wan tl-Al 1€1,bas tsdne batch of t1 FL's 
Upon of Dr, ilzw:i1 rm., thun Oak.-  a oL,:7;lc 	t'lut twin Dont to his wifo, 
lotto- surzuatini; that onk,r suicide riJusinod for 

:Ivo atm. wszodored Y4314i 	tt of AL 	t'aushiagton 	03-z-oat/en 
had boan iL frw:Taka• 

Now :mow: it was diu'llokymi, 	 laith the 116.'s noP.sc, Lish Whitoon. 
If you mar 11:-int the naLloof thi;, aft in th, Lab trio Itn•eated thin; *tap° Ly osro_ul 

sele.ctiann 
 

fro ;a °the.r tapes, thrt`.;, toe, 1-1111:3 boon d_ii2olot;ed and 7. can ovide it. 

at rto tiLo and in no £0.0 7114.1 WV hum 	diar4ut.w. 	reprosimtetion that tho 
satkoszdvo einclorturm of 	niv.on did not :Load to hvall.m.itl:int atri that tilt:iAl -ressoaa 
sra Coir,:tol:rotni; raquostors, int:alidotlxijs 	r;ortT.tn,ar.::: tryihn:n avr4.6 esabarmaLza-fut 
to tho. 

r 

that+.7t1. ogy 	matte- ;Ivor wIdoh horo5,--nant tc-1,-;ht 	ox:xx,V,e.. it is ovor this 
ettrfr.,7t 	 stil.AX.do  nt t leont ruin 10.4 rlrriagis. Vas/ that I ixtu 

f0772 :rot tiv t the r...:runi nrs 	 I .r.r31..; yr.ra to shod V.nt th'moo hersomratt. 



- 44 - 

P --'".., InClig[ 
i„,!i_1120,1Li 

On Janunry 5, 1.96.5, Atlanta advised Headquarters that 
Iting wn!-. hr.com;im uore and more upset, that he blamed the FBI 
and felt his phone wan tapped. On the same day a report was 
made ''n t:tP. previously ordered review of King's wzitings and 
books in au effort to detect possible communist influences. 
The conel.usion was that there were certain parallels but no 
casi.v11 1.irk. On January 6, New York was directed to dis-
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveill,ance becau:le he might meet a w6man there. The VIZ= 
indicated, "necuri,:y is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
SAC in Atlanta roiled the Bureau and reported that the.wire-
taps indicated tha-,: King was vary nervous and upset and was 
not nleepinr, welI. He believed the Bureau had his'phone -
tapped.. Xing naid a tape and letter which referred to.the 

• • 	- 	(OMCc) - . • . 	• • 	• • - 	had been, 
sent to his holle and his wife had read the letter. King 
sa!-d: "They are out to break me". The SAC knew nothing of 
the tnpo. Kin^ said in a tapped conversation that he needed 
to tall: 	!Joovor or Deteach )  

T 	-c•alied-(i)(10(0--...  had actually been mailed.l.n 
late 'FcYvetnbr i)(,4 by Ush 14hitcon, a former agent who flew 
to Plori.k..a 	J.Irrva's instructions. Full:Ivan had previously 
tr0.•.I 	. (13X•OeC) 	31-o keen the minraohane tpar: tc2other. 

toi. to givP—soma of t:lc tapes to Joho it ter of 
Zhz 	Nc now thinks he . 	. . 00(7)(C) • 	• • • 

. 	Matter raturnt2d t!le tapas, ttarz was it 
composite 	Sullivan had [(1,p)(C)j get him non-watermarked 
statienevy. 	-.1.1.-Lvan took the caoc:; ,11:0 the stationery and 
later gay.?.ROC7)60:1 a package to deliver toy 

 Whitson. The tape 
was accompauiftd. by a letter advising Kiug tat ' • " " • • • 
• 
	 - 	(..6.)C-f)Cc) • • 
Apparently lej.n?, d7;.(1 not listen to the tape until he returned 
fro= Ohio. Ills wife is supposed to have listened to it also.( )  

wiop; leelrfr_cr) I 



repeat - no 
can 	e su cess4ully against facts. You are finished. 

n. ..me o them to preten• o •e m n stern 
could not do more. What inc edible evilness. 

ng you are done. 

KING, 

will no 	gnify yo 	 e er • Mr. or a averen• or 
• Dr. And,_ your last name calls to mind onl the t o of King sue 	s'King Henry the VIII 

King, look into your heart. You know you are a complete 
fraud and a *eclat liability to all of us Negroes. White 
people in this country have enough frauds of their own buy I 
dm sure they don't have one at this time that is any where near 
your equal. You are no clergyman and you know it. I repeat you 
are a colossal Freud and n evil vi sous 	e at that. You 
could not believe in Co 	 Clearly you don't 
believe in any personal moral principles. 

King, like all frauds your end is an-coaching. You could 
have been our greatest leader. You, even at en early age have 
turned out to be not a leader but a dissolute, abnormal moral 
imbecile. We will now have to denend on our older leaders like 
Wilkins a man of character and thank God we have others like 
him. But you are done. Your "honorary" degrees, your Nobel 
Prize (what a grim farce) and other awards will not save you. 
King, I repeat you are done. 

Demo, n overcom B 

The American rublic, the church organizations that hPve been 
helping - Pro/testant, Catholic and Jews will know you for what 
you are - an evil, abnormal beast. So will others who have backed 
you. You are done. 

King, there is only one thine left for you to do. You know 
what it is. You havejust 34 -days in which to do (this exact 
number has been selected 	for a en(clfic reason, it bre definite 
n 	 b reeticol sirniticant. You are done. There is ut one way out for 
you. You better take it before your filthy,abnormal fraddelont self 
Is bared to the nation. 


