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G
O

O
D

 F
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D
S

 d
o
n
't ch

o
o
se 

to
 sp

a
rk

 c
o
n
tro

v
e
rsy

 o
v
e
r 

your sex life. G
od only know

s 
w

h
at th

e R
ev

. R
alp

h
 D

av
id

 A
b

er-
nathy originally m

eant to do w
ith his 

b
o
o
k
, "A

n
d
 th

e W
alls C

am
e T

u
rn

- 

B
y

 G
arlan

d
 L

. T
h

o
m

p
so

n
 

bling D
ow

n," but w
hat he did do has 

h
u
rt h

im
 as m

u
ch

 as an
y
b
o
d
y
. 

P
e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 w

e
re

 th
e
re

 a
t th

e
 

th
ick

 o
f th

e co
n
flict o

v
er b

lack
 en

-
fran

ch
isem

en
t In

 th
e S

o
u
th

 say
 M

r. 
A

b
ern

ath
y
 is d

ead
 w

ro
n
g
 o

n
 facts 

su
ch

 as d
ates, tim

es an
d
 p

laces o
f 

th
e ev

en
ts h

e reco
llects. an

d
 so

m
e 

h
isto

rian
s ag

ree w
ith

 th
em

. P
eo

p
le 

w
ho w

ere not there, som
e journalists 

a
m

o
n
g
 th

e
m

, p
o
in

t o
u
t th

a
t th

e
 

w
om

en allegedly cavorting w
ith K

ing 
o
n
 so

m
e o

f th
o
se ten

se n
ig

h
ts h

av
e 

n
o

t co
m

e fo
rw

ard
 to

 say
 "Y

eah
, th

at 
w

as m
e. W

e did all those things." 
• 

A
n

d
 m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le, w

h
ite as w

ell 
,. as b

lack
, are in

cen
sed

 at M
r. A

b
er-

' n
a
th

y
. W

rite
rs a

c
ro

ss th
e
 n

a
tio

n
 

ch
ew

ed
 o

v
er th

e issu
e o

f w
h
eth

er 
th

e b
o
o
k
 h

ad
 d

im
in

ish
ed

 th
e im

ag
e 

o
f K

in
g
, b

u
t m

o
st c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
d
 it 

h
ad

n
't. A

ctu
ally

, it co
u

ld
n

't. D
ead

 
heroes are hard to dislodge from

 the 
p
o
p
u
lar co

n
scio

u
sn

ess, o
n
ce en

-
sh

rin
e
d
, a

n
d
 th

is p
a
rtic

u
la

r h
e
ro

 
created

 a reco
rd

 u
n
m

atch
ed

 b
y
 an

y
-

one w
hile he lived. S

o as m
any peo-

ple observed, the legend lives on. 
W

hat the book did to K
ing's w

id-
o
w

 an
d
 h

is fam
ily

, h
o
w

ev
er, is an

-
other story. 

B
u

t le
t's g

e
t th

is p
a
rt stra

ig
h

t: 
R

alp
h
 A

b
ern

ath
y
 h

ad
 as m

u
ch

 rig
h
t 

as anybody to w
rite a book about his 

d
ay

s in
 th

e civ
il-rig

h
ts m

o
v

em
en

t, 
an

d
 m

o
re au

th
en

ticity
 th

an
 m

o
st 

people w
ho m

ight try. H
e w

as excori-
ated

 b
y
 the M

ontgom
ery A

dvertiser 
as a n

o
n
-lead

er an
d
 an

 im
p
ro

p
er 

p
reten

d
er sh

o
rtly

 after K
in

g
 w

as 
killed, and he w

as hum
iliated sever-

al tim
es by the rest of the civil-rights 

le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
, b

u
t it is tru

e
 th

a
t h

e
 

com
piled a record of great courage. If 

h
e w

as n
o

t a lead
er o

f v
isio

n
 an

d
 

pow
er. he w

as no less a soldier than 
m

an
y

 o
th

ers w
h

o
 fo

u
g

h
t th

e g
o

o
d

  

tight, an
d

 h
e risk

ed
 h

is life m
an

y
 

tim
es in the struggle. 
W

h
a
t's tro

u
b
lin

g
 a

b
o

u
t th

is 
w

h
o
le ep

iso
d
e is th

at R
alp

h
 A

b
er-

n
ath

y
 is n

o
t T

ay
lo

r B
ran

ch
, ch

ro
n

i-
cler an

d
 tru

th
-seek

er, b
u
t R

alp
h
 A

b
-

e
rn

a
th

y
. su

p
p
o
se

d
 frie

n
d
 a

n
d
 

c
o
n
fid

a
n
t. P

ro
te

sta
tio

n
s th

a
t th

e
 

sto
ry

 o
f K

in
g

 an
d

 h
is fem

ale ad
m

ir-
ers is su

ch
 a sm

all p
art o

f th
e b

o
o
k
 

b
eg

 th
e q

u
estio

n
: W

as It really
 n

ec-
essary

 to
 sp

ell o
u

t K
in

g
's p

ecca-
d
illo

es at all? A
n
d
 if it w

as, h
o
w

 
ab

o
u
t d

raw
in

g
 th

e co
n
n
ectio

n
s th

at 
m

ake it relevant? 
W

atching C
oretta S

cott K
ing live 

o
u

t h
er y

ears m
ain

tain
in

g
 th

e b
ea-

con K
ing set up. talking to those w

ho 
k

n
o

w
 h

er w
ell, y

o
u

 g
et a sen

se th
at 

sh
e's still m

arried
 to

 th
e m

an
. W

h
at 

p
ain

 to
 in

flict o
n
 h

er, o
n
 h

er ch
il-

dren. for such a sm
all part of a book 

alleg
ed

ly
 w

ritten
 to

 tell th
e w

h
o
le 

truth about the civil-rights era. 
A

nd w
as the w

hole truth told? 
P

erh
ap

s n
o

 o
n

e else w
as stru

ck
 

b
y
 th

e n
o
tio

n
 th

at M
r. A

b
ern

ath
y
 

w
as holding back, but the seam

y de-
tails cif K

ing's alleged escapades are  

not m
atched by details of his trusted 

frien
d
's b

eh
av

io
r. "W

e all d
id

 su
ch

 
th

in
g
s" is n

o
t th

e sam
e as tellin

g
 

w
h
at y

o
u
r p

art w
as. O

n
e can

't h
elp

 
w

ondering w
hat M

r. A
bernathy's re-

sponse w
ould be to som

eone com
ing 

o
u
t o

f th
e w

o
o
d
w

o
rk

 to
 say

, "W
h
y
 

R
alp

h
. I w

as th
ere an

d
 y

o
u
 d

id
n
't 

p
u

t m
e
 in

 th
e
 b

o
o

k
. R

e
m

e
m

b
e
r 

w
h

en
 w

e w
ere in

 su
ch

-an
d

-su
ch

 a 
place. doing such-and-such?" S

om
e-

how
, that w

ould seem
 fitting. 

A
t b

o
tto

m
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

ere h
as to

 
b
e a sad

n
ess. R

alp
h
 D

av
id

 A
b
er-

n
ath

y
 is a m

an
 w

h
o
se o

w
n
, u

n
em

-
b
ellish

ed
 reco

rd
 Is w

o
rth

 lifelo
n
g
 

h
o
n
o
rs an

d
 rem

em
b
ran

ce d
ecad

es 
after his death. Y

et he has published 
m

em
o

irs th
at alm

o
st d

em
an

d
 o

th
er 

m
em

o
irs fro

m
 o

th
er so

ld
iers o

f th
e 

m
ovem

ent, so that the rest of us can 
sift a

n
d
 c

o
m

p
a
re

 to
 fin

d
 th

e
 re

a
l 

tru
th

. If h
e w

as b
id

d
in

g
 fo

r fin
al re-

sp
ect am

o
n

g
 th

e b
lack

s o
n

 w
h

o
se 

b
eh

alf h
e w

o
rk

ed
 so

 h
ard

, h
e h

as 
probably lost it for the rest of his life. 
P

eople rarely honor a betrayer, even 
If later h

isto
rian

s v
in

d
icate h

is ju
d

g
-

m
en

ts. T
o
 b

ad
 fo

r h
im

. 


